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2010

A decade of things have occurred that have moved and shaked the world we live in today. 
With the year 2010 starting from today, it leaves many of us to wonder what things 
President Obama will be on his list for the year. Here are my top ten predictions for the 
Obama Agenda 2010 in no particular order: 

1. The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict - President Obama has not had enough time to focus 
on this conflict. When he took office, the attack on Gaza had just ended in January 2009. 
Israel continued to build settlements in West Bank and the PLO was not content. This 
almost century old conflict needs to be pushed to the table for a final time to end the 
conflict in its entirety. A two-state solution is the only way and both sides need to 
compromise to get to that point. 

2. Iranian-American relations - The United States and Iran need to put their differences 
aside and finally sit and talk things over. Iran has offered on several occasions to sit down 
with President Obama, though the White House has yet to respond. The currently Topsy-
turvy situation of the Islamic regime in Iran makes things complicated since their recent 
elections and Green Revolution. Thinks that need to be discussed is the past history (In 
order to settle the 30+ year animosity), the nuclear program, human rights, and the 
current situation in Iran that the Ayatollah seems to be in denial of. 

3. Afghanistan - The people of Afghanistan are tired of the Americans hanging around 
but at the same time fears of the Taliban and warlords taking over again makes things 
complicated. With 30,000 more troops into the country, it may seem promising but really 
is not. President Obama needs to look beyond the surge and figure out what really is 
going on - lack of funding for education, housing, and sanitation makes life hell for the 
Afghans. As he has said in his speech, he really needs to watch where the money goes. 

4. Iraq - In the next couple of years we should be expecting a return of U.S. troops from 
Iraq. While we do that, Obama must keep an eye on the Iraqi people and make sure they 
are ready to be on their own again. Iraq can go either way once the U.S. leaves: good or 
bad. Iraq can easily have another Saddam, but it will not be apparent until it is too late. 

5. Pakistan - Since the assassination of Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto in December of 
2007, Pakistan has been put in a State of Emergency for some time. Since then, it has 
toppled a President and had a number of suicide bombings that have shaken the way 
Pakistanis live. It does not help to know that though Pakistan is our ally, they have been 
training Taliban in camps by their own intelligence agency. Tensions with India makes it 
complex as they too are an ally to the United States. Obama needs to pay close attention 
to Pakistan, as it has become apparent that this ally is not 100% trustworthy. Whether it is 
closing ties or sending troops in to keep a watch, something must be done. 

6. The Economy - The economy of the United States and the world is still a major issue. 
Though many have lost their homes and jobs, it seems that slowly the we are starting to 



bounce back from the recession. President Obama needs to focus on helping people save 
their homes and keep people from losing their jobs. The dollar has lost its value and that 
needs to brought up. This of course is due to the amount of money printed to make up for 
the 9 trillion debt we owe. This includes reforming the bank and setting a boundary that 
banks cannot cross. 

7. Health Care - The fight for health care reform has only begun. It has been passed by 
the conservative House and during Christmas by the Senate, but a lot more has to be done 
to convince the American people that it is not such a bad idea after all. More town hall 
meetings should be help or even a very precise and profound explanation of every detail 
of the bill and how it will effect Americans. President Obama has done so in the past on 
his website, hut it is going to take more convincing than that. 

8. Education - The United States lags behind the world in education despite being the 
sole Super Power. Many do not graduate high school, and even if they do often they do 
not make it through college. Test scores are low in both math and reading, the problem is 
we underestimate the mind of children in the United States. Most countries in the world 
are advanced in education because they push their youth to higher levels of learning, this 
needs to be done to help develop children's minds. Testing under high school level should 
be abolished as it undermines the level of learning a child really has, tests like the 
Stanford 9. He will probably focus on making college easier to afford and/or work on 
financial aid. 

9. Same-sex Marriage - The idea of gay marriage is becoming a common topic 
internationally as it becomes eminent that many foreign nation-states and American states 
are accepting the concept of two people of the same sex eloping. Somewhat included in 
this subject matter is the separation of church and state. Being gay is not something that 
developed in the past century, it's been around since the beginning of man. People need to 
understand this as times have changed. 

10. Immigration - More and more opposition from the right has been rising calling for a 
halt of immigration, particularly from Mexico and Muslim nations. Obama will be faced 
with a tough task to fulfill as he may have to stricken the immigration laws of the United 
States. What he needs to do is get rid of the high number of illegal immigrants costing us 
over $100,000 each as they relax in our state prisons with long term court dates. They all 
need to be deported back to their nation, or put in prison in their own country depending 
on the crime committed. 

These are my thoughts, it does not mean that they are necessarily what he will be 
focusing on or doing exactly. I have high hopes that what I say is legitimately accurate. 

What do you think his top 10 issues will be? 

By 

 

You got good arguments but i believe we got to focus on ourselves rather then intervene 
in other people's issues. First and foremost, the economy needs a huge turnaround since 



its affect everything we touch. Involving international affairs, we need to be more of a 
peacemaker than the usual policeman that we are.

Black Union Conference 2010: Tavis 
Smiley Brings Back Meeting To Push 
Black Agenda 
JESSE WASHINGTON | 03/ 3/10 05:49 PM | 

Two months after ending his annual State of the Black Union conference, Tavis Smiley is 
gathering African-American advocates to press the case for a "black agenda."

The decision was motivated by what Smiley called recent statements from some black 
leaders downplaying the need for President Barack Obama to specifically help African-
Americans.

"I was compelled to do it because of this debate," the activist and PBS talk show host said 
Wednesday.

The panel discussion will be March 20 at Chicago State University. Panelists include 
advertising pioneer Tom Burrell, professors Michael Eric Dyson and Cornel West, 
Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan, the Rev. Jesse Jackson, and Bennett College 
President Julianne Malveaux.

The meeting is free and open to the public. Negotiations to televise the event were in 
progress.

Some black politicians and activists have recently begun to question Obama's longtime 
stance that helping the overall economy will improve the fortunes of blacks who are 
disproportionately poor and unemployed.

West, for example, gave Obama a grade of C minus on policies and priorities focused on 
poor and working people, saying, "He has really not come through in any substantial and 
significant way." Members of the Congressional Black Caucus have blocked some 
legislation until their demands were met.

Last week, Smiley and the Rev. Al Sharpton had a fierce argument about the issue on 
Sharpton's radio show, with Sharpton taking heated exception to Smiley's claim that the 
reverend was giving Obama a pass on black issues.

When Smiley ended the State of the Black Union after 10 years, he said black issues were 
now being addressed elsewhere.

Story continues below 
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Apparently, however, not enough to his liking.

"This is not about Obama. It's about us," Smiley said in an interview.

He said that the Obama campaign and black leaders asked African-Americans for help 
during the election, but that "now that he's elected, what are black people being asked to 
do to hold him accountable to our agenda?"

Eric Deggans, who writes about the media and race for Florida's St. Petersburg Times, 
said Smiley's new event is consistent with his record of criticizing Obama's race-neutral 
stance. But there is a perception that Smiley is personally invested in the issue, he said, 
because Obama declined to attend Smiley's 2008 State of the Black Union event during 
the presidential campaign.

"It could be hard for people watching this to see Tavis as an honest broker," Deggans 
said. "He's playing an odd game," he continued. "He's trying to make great television and 
also present something that effects social change. That's often two different things."

___

Jesse Washington covers race and ethnicity for The Associated Press. He is reachable at 
jwashington(at)ap.org or . http://www.twitter.com/jessewashington

___

Democratic Governors Worried Over 
Obama Agenda
Sunday, 21 Feb 2010 06:09 PM 

Article Font Size Agenda 2010: A Test of Trust in Political Leadership
By Dr. Jackson Janes

D r .  J a c k s o n  J a n e s
Agenda 2010 - Not So Distant Now
In the spring of 2003, then-Chancellor Gerhard Schröder introduced a set of reforms - 
called Agenda 2010 - aimed at changing the parameters of Germany's social security 
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system and its labor market. Those reforms - which reduced planned tax cuts significantly 
and which the government hoped would help the economy gain some positive 
momentum- involved a series of legislative changes aimed at cutting back mainly 
unemployment entitlements and making the labor market more flexible, to improve 
government finances, and reduce unemployment. The longer-term impact would come in 
addressing the structural issues that have handicapped its own - and much of Europe's - 
economy. The reforms turned out to be a success: The employment situation improved 
and social spending declined in the following years to 29 percent of GDP in 2008, 
helping to bring the government budget deficit close to zero.

Of course, Gerhard Schröder was not to benefit from those developments. Amidst the 
immediate storm of protest against the reforms he introduced, Schröder lost his role as 
chancellor in the 2005 election by a razor-thin margin to Angela Merkel, who then was 
forced to form a coalition with Schröder's party, the Social Democrats. But in the 
following four years, the Social Democrats were unable to capitalize on the benefits of 
the reforms Schröder had pushed through and wound up with their worst defeat in history 
in the election this past September.

New Agendas and Challenges
And now the year 2010 is upon us all and the question will be: what is going to be on that 
agenda now? The economic meltdown of the past year and a half was a game changer for 
both Germany and the United States. An economic disaster the likes of which we had not 
seen in seventy years was narrowly averted, even if we still do not know how the coming 
year will look. The need to deal with the challenges facing the world's faltering economy 
was urgent and the greater need for the world's leading economies to cooperate in 
responding to these dangers was immediate and remains ongoing. Debt ceilings are going 
to go up significantly as well unemployment levels. The struggle to contain that source of 
social instability will preoccupy the legislative agendas of governments around the world.

But German and American agendas in 2010 will be marked by developments other than 
economic problems. President Obama has made decisions concerning the increased U.S. 
engagement in Afghanistan, clearly banking his presidency on the outcome over the next 
few years. Chancellor Merkel is going to find Afghanistan a major concern amidst the 
turbulent debate over an airstrike in Kunduz (see AICGS coverage here) which killed 
civilians and now has the country's rapt attention. Iran has upped its challenges by 
continuing to develop its uranium enrichment plans while testing long-range missiles 
capable of carrying weapons as far north as Europe - not to speak of reaching Israel. 
Following the Copenhagen climate summit this week, which will leave the world still at 
odds as to how to stop global warming, there will be continuing arguments over who is to 
blame and the next steps needed.

Can the Leaders Maintain Public Support?
Amidst these challenges, both President Obama and Chancellor Merkel are going to face 
the problem of maintaining public support for their decisions. In the U.S., there are some 
signs that the president's approach to foreign policy looks to be losing favor with the 
American public. While Obama campaigned to strengthen American leadership by 
emphasizing diplomacy, collaboration, and interdependence, growing numbers of 
Americans do not share the emphasis on U.S. leadership and the value of multilateralism. 
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There is evidence of a fatigue setting in as the challenges at home and the costs connected 
with them, be it health care, unemployment, or government debt, appear to be competing 
with the enormous expenses connected with the wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other 
global commitments.

In Germany, the uproar over the Kunduz affair has added to the public bitterness over 
Germany's engagement in Afghanistan. Criticism of the government revolves around the 
unwillingness to lay out the major rationale for the need to be in Afghanistan and what it 
will require. And with unemployment set to climb to over 8 percent next year, the 
chancellor will need to be focused on how to deal with the labor market challenges in the 
first half of 2010, particularly with an eye on the state elections in North Rhine-
Westphalia in May. That election could make or break her majority in the upper chamber, 
the Bundesrat, which can put a chokehold on legislation in the coming year.

Maintaining Majorities
Yet the challenge Obama and Merkel share is maintaining a degree of trust among 
nervous voters. In this, Obama faces a set of problems Merkel does not have: Without a 
parliamentary majority in his command, he is required to convince his own twin 
majorities in the Senate and the House of Representatives about the road ahead. As can 
be seen in the health care debate as well as the decision to increase troop strength in 
Afghanistan, that is not a given. With the midterm elections scheduled for November 
2010, Obama faces significant headwinds as the Republicans will try to regain one or 
both of the majorities on Capitol Hill. He will need to demonstrate that his leadership 
remains effective and supported at the national level if he is to succeed in fighting off that 
Republican assault.

Merkel has a parliamentary majority, but it also is a newly elected one which is still 
working through the implementation of the coalition agreement settled a few weeks ago. 
In the meantime, public opinion is telling her that her coalition would not be reelected 
now if the votes were cast tomorrow. That will be a factor in her decisions in the coming 
years, be they on the domestic front or in foreign policy.

The Necessity of Cooperation
The centrifugal forces of domestic politics are going to push and pull on both President 
Obama and Chancellor Merkel, and will certainly impact on how they meet the 
challenges requiring their cooperation.

Agendas in 2010 are going to make for a difficult year for both the president and the 
chancellor. Not only do they need to work on maintaining the trust of their respective 
publics, but they also need to maintain trust in each other. Both tasks will be increasingly 
difficult, but both will be necessary as we head into 2010.

....................................................................................................
This essay appeared in the December 17, 2009, AICGS Advisor.

....................................................................................................
Want to know more?

AICGS Coverage of the Kunduz Bombing Scandal
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Social Security heats up as an issue for 
midterm elections
By Judy Nichols Douglass, Christian Science Monitor | Published Mon, Aug 16 2010 
8:54 am 

As if there weren’t enough hot-button issues for debate in the 2010 midterm elections, 
Social Security is emerging as another one.

Democrats have been taking the offensive, apparently hoping to use the issue to their 
advantage as they fight to maintain control of Congress. They’re emphasizing the 
program’s popularity among Americans, their commitment to protecting it and their 
contention that Republicans want to change Social Security to its detriment.

Social Security’s 75th anniversary was Saturday, and Democrats have tied some of their 
efforts to that milestone. President Obama, for one, talked about Social Security during 
his weekly address on Saturday.

“We have an obligation ... to safeguard Social Security for our seniors, people with 
disabilities, and all Americans — today, tomorrow, and forever,” he said. “But what we 
can’t afford to do is privatize Social Security.”

This past week, Tim Kaine, chairman of the Democratic National Committee, kicked off 
a campaign that sounded similar themes. And on Friday, the Democratic Senatorial 
Campaign Committee released a “Social Security Scorecard,” which gives the 
committee’s views of positions taken by 13 Republican Senate candidates.

A coalition of 60 liberal groups and advocates for the elderly, including the AFL-CIO 
and MoveOn.org, also has Social Security plans, according to The Washington Post. 
Coalition members, it says, will “buttonhole” lawmakers who are campaigning for re-
election this fall, calling for them to sign a pledge that commits them to opposing cuts to 
Social Security entitlements.

Even though Mr. Obama and others have voiced concern that Republicans favor 
privatization of the program, GOP leaders have not been pushing such plans. Both 
parties, rather, have been careful not to say anything about Social Security that would 
alienate retirement-age voters, who are a sizable part of the electorate in midterm 
elections.

Although Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wisconsin, has come out with a proposal that would make 
changes to Social Security, just a handful of Republican lawmakers have supported that 
measure. Ryan is the senior Republican on the House Budget Committee.

That’s not to say that Republicans are going along with the Democrats’ approach. 
“Democrats have resorted to fear-mongering in an attempt to divert voters’ attention 
away from their failed economic record,” The New York Times quoted Katie Wright, a 
spokeswoman for the Republican National Committee, as saying. “Republicans are 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/15/us/politics/15address.html?partner=rss&emc=rss
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committed to making the reforms necessary to ensure the future of Social Security.”

Indeed, more proposed changes to the program could be coming. A bipartisan fiscal 
commission examining America’s federal deficits and debt is expected to come out with 
recommendations later this year. Many have speculated that the commission could 
recommend a change (or changes) to Social Security. A frequently cited idea: raising the 
retirement age at which people qualify for Social Security benefits.

In 2037, it's estimated, Social Security’s combined trust funds will be exhausted. But that 
doesn’t mean that benefits would stop: Rather, the tax revenue coming in would pay 
about 78 percent of benefits, according to a report earlier this month from the Obama 
administration.

This year, in fact, tax revenues are expected to fall slightly below Social Security's costs. 
This would be the first time this has happened since 1983. Although revenues are 
projected to exceed costs from 2012 to 2014, that is expected to switch permanently in 
2015.

According to a new AARP survey, Social Security remains a popular government 
program. But only 35 percent of nonretirees say they are “very” or “somewhat” confident 
in the future of Social Security. However, the survey also found that half of nonretired 
adults would be willing to pay more now in payroll taxes to ensure Social Security both 
for today’s older people and for themselves.

USA - Senate and House of Representatives Elections

(02/11/2010 to 02/11/2010) 

Elections to the United States Senate will be held on November 2, 2010, with at least 36 of the 100 seats in 
the United States Senate being contested. Thirty-four of these are to six-year terms, from January 3, 2011 to 
January 3, 2017. They will join Senate Class III, which traces its roots back to the Senators who served full 
six-year terms from March 4, 1789 to March 3, 1795. Elections to the United States House of 
Representatives as well as some state and local elections will occur on the same date.

The 2010 United States House of Representatives elections will be held on November 2, 2010, halfway 
through President Barack Obama's first term in office. Elections will be held for all 435 seats, representing 
the 50 U.S. states. Elections also will be held for the delegates from the District of Columbia and four of 
the five U.S. territories. The only seat in the United States House of Representatives not up for election is 
that of the Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico, who serves a four-year term and will next face election 
in 2012.

Like all elections which occur midway through a mandate, these will be considered a referendum on 
Barack Obama’s presidency. The Republicans have eight fewer seats than the Democrats in the Senates and 
79 in the House of Representatives, which means that they have a lot of work to do if they wish to regain 
control of Congress.

Mynmar - Parliamentary Elections

(07/11/2010 to 07/11/2010) 

The first parliamentary elections in two decades will be held in Mynmar (formerly Burma) on 7 November.
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The human rights groups, U.S. and UK have warned that the vote will be illegitimate if the military kept its 
decision to ban the participation of thousands of imprisoned political opponents, including Nobel peace 
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi.

The UN secretary general, Ban Ki-moon has urged the Burmese authorities to hold free elections and 
release all prisoners so they can participate in the politics of the country.

The elections are going to be held a week before Aung San Suu Kyi, currently under house arrest, is 
released on November 13. In Myanmar, there are at least 2,000 political prisoners.

G-20 Summit

(11/11/2010 to 12/11/2010) Seoul, South Korea 

As the global economy moves into the path of recovery, the agenda for the G20 Seoul Summit will focus 
on implementation of the previous three summits agreements.

The agenda will include the G20 framework for strong, sustainable and balanced growth, structural reform 
of the international financial institutions and reform of financial regulations. The Seoul Summit will also 
bring new perspectives and new issues to the G20, with a view to addressing the needs of the emerging and 
developing world as part of the effort to support sustainable growth globally.

XX Iberoamerican Summit

(11/11/2010 to 12/11/2010) Mar del Plata, Argentina 

The XX Iberoamerican Summit of Heads of State and Government will take place on 3 and 4 December in 
Mar del Plata, Argentina. As already announced at the last summit in Portugal, the theme for this year will 
be ‘Education for inclusion’.

The Iberoamerican Summits of Heads of State and Government are annual meetings of the Heads of State 
and Government of the twenty two countries that participate as full members: Andorra, Argentina, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Portugal, the Dominican Republic, Spain, Uruguay and Venezuela.

APEC - Annual Meeting

(13/11/2010 to 14/11/2010) Yokohama, Japan 

The APEC Japan 2010 summit will be the fourteenth annual gathering of APEC leaders. Leaders from all 
the member countries will meet at Yokohama, Japan in 13-14 November 2010. Japan last hosted an APEC 
summit at the 1995 summit.

A major focus of the meetings will be the so-called Bogar Goals, as 2010 is the target year for the 
developed members of the Pacific Rim to achieve to free trade and investment.

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is a forum for 21 Pacific Rim countries (styled "Member 
Economies") to cooperate on regional trade and investment liberalisation and facilitation. APEC's objective 
is to enhance economic growth and prosperity in the region and to strengthen the Asia-Pacific community. 
Members account for approximately 40% of the world's population, approximately 54% of world GDP and 
about 44% of world trade.

An annual APEC Economic Leaders' Meeting, attended by the heads of government of all APEC members, 
except the Republic of China (Taiwan) which is represented under the name Chinese Taipei by a 
ministerial-level official. The location of the meeting rotates annually among the member economies, and a 
famous tradition involves the attending Leaders dressing in a national costume of the host member.
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World Economic Forum - India Economic Summit

(14/11/2010 to 16/11/2010) New Delhi, India 

Through over 25 years of active engagement and collaboration in India, the World Economic Forum's India 
Economic Summit hosted in partnership with the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) has emerged as the 
most important platform in Indian business, political and institutional circles for discussing the priorities for 
India's global, regional and industry agendas.

NATO - Summit 2010

(19/11/2010 to 20/11/2010) Lisbon, Portugal 

The NATO Summit of Heads of State and Government in Lisbon, Portugal, will be held on 19–20 
November 2010.

EU-USA Summit

(20/11/2010 to 20/11/2010) Lisbon, Portugal 

The summit between the European Union and the United States planned for last May in Madrid, is going to 
be held onNovember 20 in Lisbon, Portugal, coinciding with the NATO meeting.

Barack Obama, Herman Van Rompuy, president of the European Council and José Manuel Barroso, on 
behalf of the European Commission, will attend to discuss security and economic issues.

Haiti - General Elections

(28/11/2010 to 28/11/2010) 

A general election were supposed to be held in Haiti on 28 February 2010, but were postponed to an 
earthquake in the country. It will now be held on November 28. Ten senators and 99 deputies will be 
elected. Presidential elections will also be held.

In late August, Wyclef Jean, hip-hop star and former member of The Fugees, was disqualified, according to 
the Election Commission, because he have not meet the requirement of having lived in the country for a 
continuous period of five years. Another 15 candidates were also disqualified for different reasons.

UN - Climate Change Conference (COP16)

(29/11/2010 to 10/12/2010) Cancún. Mexico 

The 2010 United Nations Climate Change Conference will be held in Cancún, Mexico, from 29 November 
2010 to 10 December 2010.

The conference is officially referred to as the 16th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 16) to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the 6th session of the 
Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties (CMP 6) to the Kyoto Protocol. In addition, 
the two permanent subsidiary bodies of the UNFCCC – the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and 
Technological Advice (SBSTA) and the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI) – are likely to hold 
their 33rd sessions. The 2009 United Nations Climate Change Conference extended the mandates of the 
two temporary subsidiary bodies – the Ad Hoc Working Group on Further Commitments for Annex I 
Parties under the Kyoto Protocol (AWG-KP) and the Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative 
Action under the Convention (AWG-LCA) – so they are expected to meet as well.
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Several preparatory talks have been taking place during 2010.

EU-Africa Summit 

(29/11/2010 to 30/11/2010) Tripoli, Libya 

On 29-30 November 2010, leaders from both Africa and Europe will attend the third high-level EU-Africa 
Summit, which will be held in Tripoli, Libya. Before this takes place, the EU-AU partnership has a lot to 

do to ensure the success of the meeting. The 2010 agenda shifts
By The Hill Editors - 11/17/09 08:48 PM ET 

Even before he was sworn into office, President Barack Obama made it clear to Congress 
that his stimulus package was going to be his No. 1 priority in early 2009. 

After that bill was signed, Obama urged lawmakers to pass healthcare reform.
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Unions were told that “card-check” 
legislation would have to wait. Environmentalists pressing for a climate change bill were 
delivered promises that it would be passed sometime this Congress. Proponents of 
immigration reform were likewise informed: We’ll get to that next year.

Well, it’s almost next year. Healthcare reform has advanced through the House and could 
hit the Senate floor this week, but it’s unlikely to become law by Christmas. The best-
case scenario for Democrats is that they pass the bill before Obama’s State of the Union 
address early next year. 

When Obama addresses Congress, he will be talking a lot more about jobs than 
controversial issues such as card-check.

Left-leaning groups lobbying for healthcare reform have given the White House time to 
enact the stimulus and healthcare legislation.

But in 2010, they want their issues on the agenda. Some congressional Democrats, 
however, who are increasingly worried about the midterm elections, want the White 
House want to focus on jobs, jobs and jobs — not immigration, card-check and climate 
change.
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By announcing a December summit on jobs, the White House signaled that a jobs bill is 
its next top priority.

With the unemployment rate at 10.2 percent, Democratic leaders know they must work 
on the issue — or suffer huge losses at the polls next fall. 

House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) on Tuesday said Democrats are aiming to 
move a jobs bill through the lower chamber by Christmas. Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid (D-Nev.) has indicated he will also move a jobs measure.

While it remains uncertain how much the jobs legislation will add to the deficit, the 2010 
legislative agenda has shifted noticeably. 

If Democrats succeed in enacting comprehensive healthcare reform and a big jobs bill, it 
will be an accomplishment to boast of through the election. 

But it could be late spring before both bills are signed. By that time, some will argue that 
climate change, card-check and immigration reform should wait until 2011.

Proponents of these bills are highly unlikely, however, to sit quietly (as they did during 
Obama’s post-inauguration honeymoon) and wait for the 112th Congress. After all, some 
of these officials say, if not now, when? Democrats control the White House, enjoy a 
comfortable House majority and, when unified, have a filibuster-proof majority in the 
Senate.

It will be a test of Obama’s leadership skills to pursue his 2010 agenda and appease his 
allies on the left while protecting vulnerable incumbents.

Source: 
http://thehill.com/opinion/editorials/68249-the-2010-agenda-shifts 

The contents of this site are © 2010 Capitol Hill Publishing Corp., a subsidiary of News 
Communications, Inc. 

Comments (10)

I'm a Republican who supports climate [***]ge legislation and card check. Both the 
Republicans and Democrats have driven FAR TOO MANY MANUFACTURING JOBS 
overseas. We have plenty of unemployed people here in the U.S. who never will be and 
don't want to be Lawyers, Doctors, or Salesmen. This idea that the U.S. economy should 
be a Service Economy is a farce. I support National Healther care by allowing anyone 
under 21 to enroll in SCHIP, anyone over 55 to enroll in Medicare, and anyone between 
22 and 54 to enroll in their state workers healthcare program. But, the Left Wingers just 
want National Healthcare to enforce their beliefs down our throats (i.e. Abortion, 
Political Correctness, etc.). A jobs bill should have lots of road construction jobs in it. 
Have you driven around the U.S.??? There are tons of bridges that need to be fixed. The 
last Stimulus Bill just greased the palms of local yokel Democrats. Bush Sucked. Reagan 
did too. They were both Libertarian Neocons who threw us Conservatives a bone. But, 

http://thehill.com/opinion/editorials/68249-the-2010-agenda-shifts


that does not mean that Obama/Pelosi/Reid are great. We need to go back to basics. If we 
have a another Stimulus Bill that creates jobs I'm fine with that. But, I'm not fine with 
borrowing more money off the Chinese if it's just to grease more palms in the Democratic 
Party. Peace Out! A ConservativeBY A Conservative on 11/17/2009 at 20:41 

If they don't p[***] Immigration Reform, They will lose the Hispanic votes.BY Truth on 
11/18/2009 at 09:38 

Obama must follow-up on his promise to push a comprehensive immigration bill. The 
issue has been lingering for long enough and millions are suffering as a result.BY Cohen 
on 11/18/2009 at 14:06 

We Need Immigration Reform ASAP!!BY Roy on 11/18/2009 at 21:37 

Our laws need to be enforced!20% of American workers can not find jobs. If we can not 
enforce our laws now how can we enforce them after a m[***] amnesty? What happens 
then? How many out of work Americans can we afford to support? This is our law..It is 
unlawful to knowingly hire, recruit, or refer for a fee an alien who is not authorized to 
work in the United States, and it is unlawful to hire any individual without verifying the 
employment authorization of that individual, either through the I-9 process alone or 
combined with the Employment Eligibility Verification (EEV) program (formerly called 
the Basic Pilot). BY Julie B on 11/19/2009 at 19:08 

Amnesty is political suicide for the Democratic party.BY Julie B on 11/19/2009 at 19:10 

To "A Consevative" If you support Card Check, Health Insurance Reform, Cap Tax, and 
the Porkulous bill, it is difficult to believe you are in fact Consevative.Have you actually 
read the US Constitution ? Which of the Enumerated Powers in Article 1 Section 8, 
would ANY of these jewels be tucked under?Curious, have you ever needed your A/C 
worked on? I have, and I thought the bill back then was excessive, but the Cap Tax, Card 
Check, Health Insurance, etc.. will drive the cost of this simple service up by at least 
40%.I am an accountant, and I can [***]ure you that these taxes and fees will be 
p[***]ed on to the consumer of ANY THING OR PRODUCT in the price of said thing or 
product.It is simple math, and I hope you can afford it :O)BY Laura on 11/20/2009 at 
11:59 

I'm for card check because the Republicans/Democrats sent all our manufacturing jobs 
abroad. They allowed one sided "Free Trade" deals with foreign governments. If the 
American Government was on the "side of the American people" we wouldn't need Card 
Check. If we elect a true Conservative like Sarah Palin instead of these Pro-Amnesty/pro-
NAFTA/pro "Free Trade" Libertarian Neo-Cons (Reagan/Bush I and II) I'd be against 
Card Check. I'm pro-American which is as Conservative as it gets. I recommend people 
read books by Pat Bu[***]an and Lou Dobbs. A Conservative. Sarah Palin 2012BY A 
Conservative on 11/20/2009 at 21:32 

I fail to see why the lack of manufacturing jobs here is a reason to jilt the businessmen 
via cardcheck out of the decision-making for their own companies!BY sandyinohio on 
11/24/2009 at 19:16 



The Democrats have been breathing too much carbon monoxide (no doubt from the Auto 
Bailouts) and are having flights of fancy. ——- Consider that even with 6 months 
warning, they couldn't get sufficient vaccine for H1N1 to the States. ——- The "jobs 
saved and created" is a travesty - a web of lies. —— We wonder who got that Stimulus 
money and what did they do with it? It's too bad they all didn't go to Vegas and gamble. 
At least, someone would be benefiting with a few jobs. 
———————————————— This is an administration comprised of 
dangerous zealots, crooks and amateurs. Every time they come up with another scheme, 
we hold our breath and pray we'll last long enough to rid ourselves of this monstrous 
experiment in anti-capitalism and social engineering. ——————————— 
Obama's people have failed miserably in less than a year. "Journalists" and other "true 
believers" should get their heads out of the sand because a Vote of No Confidence is just 
around the corner. —————— We live in the Real World, not in some Political 
Science cl[***] at Berkeley.BY cme on 11/25/2009 at 05:25 
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Sen. Evan Bayh And Former Sen. Sam Nunn Will Join Speech Today 
On Foreign Policy From Purdue University In Indiana

 

 


