
How to Seal Your Juvenile
Records:  What Every
Juvenile Should Know

What does it mean to have your records sealed?
Sealing your juvenile records means that the records

held by the police department, the court, the district
attorney, and the probation department will be closed
and sealed off.

The records cannot be opened again without your
permission.

Sealed court proceedings will be treated as though they
never took place.  

If someone asks about a sealed record, the law requires
the answer, “We have no records of that matter.”

Why should you have your records sealed? 
It is important to seal your records as soon as possible

because it can hurt your ability to find a job or get a
driver’s license.  

It can also create serious problems for non-citizens and
repeat offenders.

Once you have your records sealed, you can legally say
that you were not convicted nor arrested for the matter
that gets sealed.   

Who can petition to have their juvenile records sealed?
Any person who has a juvenile record and is at least 18

years old AND/OR five or more years have passed since
the termination of juvenile probation, last arrest, or
closure of case.    

The county probation officer may also petition to have
a minor’s juvenile records sealed, if five or more years
have passed since the minor was cited to appear before a
probation officer or any other law enforcement agent.

Who CANNOT petition to have their records sealed?
A person who is currently on probation
A person who is presently involved in criminal activity

or criminal court proceedings
A person who has been convicted of a felony or a

misdemeanor involving moral turpitude1 as an adult
A juvenile who was transferred and convicted in an

adult criminal court
A juvenile who has been found by the juvenile courts

to have committed a serious and violent offense, such as
murder, arson, robbery, rape, lewd acts, assault with a
firearm, carjacking,  or kidnapping for ransom when s/he
was 14 years or older   

1 “Moral Turpitude” is defined as crimes that show
baseness, vileness, depravity, or which violate moral
sentiment or accepted moral standards of the community,
such as crimes involving theft, fraud, sex, or drugs. 

⊗A person with a suspended/revoked drivers license or any
unpaid traffic fines or any outstanding failure to appear
What can be sealed?

Records of arrests, juvenile convictions, and informal
probations, which are in custody of the juvenile court,
probation officer, and any other agencies, including law
enforcement agencies and public officials

Any records of convictions for offenses under the Vehicle
Code or any local ordinance relating to the operation,
stopping and standing, or parking of a vehicle, where the
record of any such conviction would be a public record.
Typically, a person must make a separate requests to have
these records sealed and insurance companies still have a
right of access for purposes of setting rates.

What CANNOT be sealed?
Any juvenile records for an offense where the person is

convicted of that offense in an adult criminal court
Any records that involves a person who has been found by

the juvenile court to have committed a serious and violent
offense when s/he was 14 years or older

How do you seal your juvenile records?

First, you need to submit a “Record Sealing Application”
and “Affidavit and Petition for the Sealing of Records” to
Alameda County Probation Department, with the required
fee, if applicable.  

Then, a preliminary screening will be done to see if you are
eligible to have your records sealed.  This will involve
checking various agency records.

After the preliminary screening, a more extensive follow-up
research process will be done in order to verify your
eligibility.  

The record sealing process usually takes at least five months
to complete.  

You will be notified by mail of the court date set for your
hearing.  You are NOT expected to attend the court hearing if
the sealing of your record is NOT opposed, but if there is
opposition, you MAY (and should) attend the hearing.  

After all involved agencies have complied with the court’s
order to seal your records you will receive a notice from the
Court Clerk.   

What happens at the hearing?
During the hearing, the court will review the petition and

the report of the probation officer.  
The district attorney or probation officer or any of their

deputies may testify at the hearing.
If, after the hearing, the court finds that since your last arrest

or termination of juvenile probation, you have NOT been

convicted of a felony or of any misdemeanor involving
moral turpitude AND rehabilitation has been attained to the
satisfaction of the court, then the court should grant the
petition.

 In some counties, the court order will apply only to the
records in the county hearing the petition.  You must file a
separate petition if you have a juvenile record in another
county. Check with your county to see if its orders cover
other records.
What happens to the records once they are sealed?

Usually, the court destroys the records when the person
turns 38 years, unless for good cause, the court decides the
records should be kept.  

Any other agency in possession of sealed records may
destroy its records five years after the records were ordered
sealed. 
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