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Re viewers Praise The Pink Swas tika

“The Pink Swas tika: Ho mo sex u al ity in the Nazi Party is a
thor oughly re searched, em i nently read able, de mo li tion of the
“gay” myth, sym bol ized by the pink tri an gle, that the Na zis
were anti-homosexual.  The deep roots of ho mo sex u al ity in
the Nazi party are bril liantly ex posed . . .”

  Dr. Howard Hurwitz, Fam ily De fense Coun cil

“As a Jew ish scholar who lost hun dreds of her fam ily in the
Ho lo caust, I wel come The Pink Swas tika as cou ra geous and
timely . . .  Lively and Abrams re veal the reign ing “gay his -
tory” as re vi sion ist and ex pose the supermale Ger man ho mo -
sex u als for what they were - Nazi brutes, not Nazi vic tims.”       
                                      Dr. Ju dith Reisman, In sti tute for Me dia Ed u ca tion

“The Pink Swas tika is a tre men dously valu able book, re plete
with im pres sive doc u men ta tion pre sented in a com pel ling
fash ion.”                                                    Wil liam Grigg, The New Amer i can

“...ex poses nu mer ous lies, and tears away many myths.  Es -
sen tial read ing, it is a for mi da ble boul der cast into the path of
the on rush ing ho mo sex ual ex press...”

               Stan Goodenough, Mid dle East In tel li gence Di gest

“The Pink Swas tika is a pow er ful ex po sure of pre-World War
II Ger many and its quest for re viv ing and im i tat ing a Hel le -
nis tic-paganistic idea of homo-eroticism and mil i ta rism.”        

Dr. Mordechai Nisan, He brew Uni ver sity of Je ru sa lem

“Lively and Abrams call at ten tion to what Hit ler ism re ally
stood for, abor tion, eu tha na sia, ha tred of Jews, and, very em -
phat i cally, ho mo sex u al ity.  This many of us  knew in the
1930’s; it was com mon knowl edge, but now it is de nied...”     

                                                 R. J. Rushdoony, The Chalcedon Re port



“...a trea sury of knowl edge for any one who wants to know

what re ally hap pened dur ing the Jew ish Ho lo caust...”
                                                     Nor man Saville, News of All Is rael

“...Scott Lively and Kevin Abrams have done Amer ica a great
ser vice...”   

Col. Ron ald Ray, For mer U.S. Dep uty As sis tant Sec re tary of De fense

“A land mark book for those who have trou ble un der stand ing
Hit ler, the Ho lo caust...Pre vi ous books and mov ies, how ever
high their qual ity, have left me mys ti fied as to how the Nazi
lead ers could have done the things they did.  This short book
gets closer to the truth than any thing I know of.”

                    John Hully, For mer Se nior Econ o mist, the World Bank

“...un usu ally in for ma tive and thought pro vok ing...”
                                                                         Langdon Mustell, At tor ney

“A well re searched book.  The cen tral theme that the Nazi
move ment was rid dled with ho mo sex u als is cer tainly true.”
                                            Hillmar von Campe, His to rian, Halle, Ger many

“This is one for your per sonal li brary.  No doubt you will, at
some time, be con fronted with the myth of the per se cu tion of
ho mo sex u als by the Na zis.  Be ready with the facts.”
                                                                      Paul De Parrie, Life Ad vo cate

“Ex cel lent book! This book gives am ple ev i dence that the sex -
ual per ver sion of ho mo sex u al ity eas ily lends it self to au thor i -
tar ian im pulses....The un der ly ing theme is that when a
so ci ety ac cepts a moral rel a tiv is tic phi los o phy (lead ing to ac -
cep tance of ho mo sex u al ity) it could very well lead to the even -
tual de struc tion of...con sti tu tional rights..” 

Steve Baldwin, Ex ec u tive Di rec tor, Coun cil for Na tional Pol icy

     



THE PINK SWASTIKA                                     1

Ta ble of Con tents

 PRELIMINARIES ... 3
• Pref ace to the Fourth Edi tion .....  3
• Fore word .....  9
• In tro duc tion .....  17
• A Word to the Reader .....  26
• Ac knowl edg ments .....  27

 THE HOMOSEXUAL ROOTS OF THE NAZI PARTY  ... 31
• The Di vided Move ment .....  38
• Karl Hein rich Ulrichs .....  44
• Magnus Hirschfeld and the SHC .....  48
• The New Hel lenes .....  51
• The Clash of Cul tures .....  57
• Adolf Brand and the “Com mu nity of the Elite” .....  60
• The Rift Widens .....  67
• Hans Blueher and the Wandervoegel .....  70
• From Boy Scouts to Brownshirts .....  75
• Gerhard Rossbach and the Freikorps Move ment .....  82
•  Ernst Roehm and the De vel op ment of the SA .....  87

 HOMO-OCCULTISM ... 95
• Ma dame Blavatsky and the Theo soph i cal So ci ety .....  104
• Guido von List and the Armanen Or der .....  108
• Jorg Lanz von Liebenfels and Ariosophy .....  111
• The Thule So ci ety .....  119

 THE HOMOSEXUAL ROOTS OF FASCISM ... 129
• Friedrich Nietz sche .....  133
• The Cul tural Elites .....  135

 THE FOUNDING AND EARLY YEARS 
OF THE NAZI PARTY ... 143
• Hit ler’s Clique of Ped er asts .....  145
• Was Adolf Hit ler a Ho mo sex ual? .....  151
• Adolf, the Boy Pros ti tute .....  156
• The Bay reuth Con nec tion .....  159
• The Nazi Rise to Power .....  162
• Power and Abuse .....  170

 THE PERSECUTION OF HOMOSEXUALS ... 177
• The Path of the Para noid .....  182
• The Sacking of the Sex Re search In sti tute .....  185
• Anti-Homosexual Pol icies .....  189
• The Roehm Purge .....  195
• Af ter the Purge .....  205



• Hein rich Himmler and the SS .....  210
• Was Himmler a Ho mo sex ual? .....  214
• Reinhard Heydrich: “The Blonde Beast” .....  219
• The Grynszpan Af fair — Kristallnacht .....  222

 HOMOSEXUALITY IN THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS ... 229
• The Guards and Kapos .....  233
• The Pris oners .....  242

 THE NAZI HATRED OF 
JUDEO-CHRISTIAN MORALITY ... 249
• The Bib li cal Con dem na tion of Ho mo sex u al ity .....  253
• To wards the Fi nal So lu tion .....  255
• Ho mo sex u al ity and Islamist Ter ror ism .....  269

 HOMO-FASCISM AFTER HITLER ... 275
• The Fas cist Roots of the Amer i can “Gay” Move ment .....  275
• Amer i can Na zis .....  277
• “Gay” Nazi Skin heads .....  281
• Nazi Themes in “Gay” Cul ture .....  287
• Nazi Tac tics in “Gay” Pol i tics .....  290

 THE HOMOSEXUALIZATION OF AMERICA ... 299
• Harry Hay and the Mattachine So ci ety .....  301
• Al fred Kinsey and the Kinsey In sti tute .....  304
• The Sex ual Rev o lu tion .....  307
• The Stone wall Riot and “Gay” Mil i tancy .....  309
• Weimar in Amer ica .....  314
• Con se quences .....  318
• Ped er asty in the “Gay” Move ment .....  320
• Scouts Un der Siege .....  327
• Atroc ities .....  332

 CLOSING THOUGHTS ... 341
• The Dan ger of “Gay Rights” .....  341
• The Fi nal Word  .....  349
• Spir i tual Truth .....  350
• Who were the Na zis? .....  352
• Left-Right Po lar ities .....  353
• Fifth Col umns  .....  355
• “Gay” Se di tion  .....  357
• Sons of Oedipus .....  359
• Akhtar’s Met a phor -- A New Be gin ning .....  360

 BIBLIOGRAPHY ... 363

 INDEX ... 379

2         



PRELIMINARIES

Pref ace to the Fourth Edition

When Kevin Abrams and I pub lished the first edi tion of
this book in 1995, we knew that it would cause con tro versy, 
con tra dict ing as it does the com mon por trayal of ho mo sex -
u als as ex clu sively vic tims of the Nazi re gime. For this rea -
son we were scru pu lous in our doc u men ta tion of
ho mo sex u als as the true in ven tors of Na zism and the guid -
ing force be hind many Nazi atroc i ties.  We pur pose fully
drew heavily upon ho mo sex ual writ ers and his to ri ans for
our source ma te rial and used di rect quo ta tions from their
writ ings when ever pos si ble. The re main der of our sources
are pri mar ily main stream his to ri ans of the Nazi era. We
chose to place our ci ta tions in the text rather than in
endnotes to em pha size the re li abil ity of our sources.

Few con tem po rary his to ri ans, how ever, have weighed
in, ei ther pro or con, on the claims of this book. With some
no ta ble ex cep tions, the voices have in stead come from
ideologues on ei ther side of the “gay rights” is sue. Ho mo -
sex uals and their al lies (in clud ing some ac a dem ics) de -
nounce The Pink Swas tika as base less and hate ful.
Pro-family ad vo cates praise it as au thor i ta tive and en light -
ened. We dare say that a ma jor ity of lead ers on both sides of 
the “cul ture war” are fa mil iar with this book. Yet we be -
lieve that the is sues we have raised de serve broader pub lic
scru tiny and de bate, es pe cially in academia.
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This fourth edi tion rep re sents a re newed ef fort to put
these is sues up for de bate be fore the Amer i can pub lic. This
edi tion is a dra mat i cally ex panded and strength ened vol -
ume. We have in vested hundreds of ad di tional hours in re -
search and writ ing that is re flected in two new chap ters and
hun dreds of ad di tional ci ta tions that have been wo ven
through out the ex ist ing text. We have also added many
help ful pho to graphs and graph ics. Our crit ics will note that
we have con sid ered their ar gu ments and re fined our own
where ap pro pri ate. 

What re mains is the strug gle to persuade academics and 
cul tural lead ers to ad dress this sub ject, which begs the
ques tion of why have they not yet done so. 

One rea son, per haps, is that The Pink Swas tika ad -
dresses an as pect of Nazi his tory un fa mil iar to most peo ple,
his to ri ans included. In deed, no one could have writ ten The
Pink Swas tika who was not a stu dent of both his tory and of
the so-called “gay” move ment. The com pi la tion of ref er -
ences to ho mo sex u al ity from main stream sources, while
extensive, does not in and of it self pro vide a com plete pic -
ture of the ho mo sex u als’ role in the rise and rule of Na zism. 
Only when that pic ture is over laid with the work of “gay”
schol ars does the es sen tial re la tion ship be tween Na zism
and the Ger man “gay” move ment be come clear. 

 Ironically, a better ex pla na tion for why The Pink Swas -
tika has been ne glected is the dom i nance of “po lit i cal cor -
rect ness” in the ac a demic realm; ironic be cause to day’s
“PC” code sup presses in tel lec tual dis sent to a de gree not
seen since the Third Reich. Only today, the ver bo ten sub -
ject-matter is any thing that re flects neg a tively on the “gay”
move ment.  

This trend is not new. In fact, one of the most re mark -
able facts we un cov ered in our re search is the near com plete 
dearth of ref er ences to ho mo sex u al ity in the Nazi Party in
books pub lished in the United States since the end of the
1960s. Nearly all of our main stream U.S. sources (by
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Amer i can writ ers) pre-date the 1970s, when the “gay”
move ment be came a pow er ful po lit i cal force in this
country.  How ever, other re sources, mostly Ger man works
trans lated into Eng lish, have con tin ued to en large our
knowl edge of the ho mo sex ual/Nazi con nec tion. One
important con trib u tor is, of course, Ger man ac a demic
Lothar Machtan, whose Hid den Hit ler (2001), ar gues per -
sua sively that Hit ler’s se cret “gay” life de fined his ca reer. 

In the 1960s, Nazi ho mo sex u al ity was so widely ac -
knowl edged in Amer ica (at least among the “so cial elites”)
that the por trayal of Nazi thugs as ho mo sex ual was a fre -
quent oc cur rence in Hol ly wood mov ies. One of the best ex -
am ples is in Ex o dus (United Art ists, 1960), the film
ad ap ta tion of the Leon Uris novel about the cre ation of the
State of Is rael af ter World War II. In the film, ac tor Sal
Mineo, play ing a young man at tempt ing to join the  Irgun
(the Jew ish un der ground move ment), fails to con vince
Irgun lead ers that he is a gen u ine Nazi con cen tra tion camp
sur vi vor. Finally they are con vinced — only when he
breaks down and con fesses that the Nazi guards “used me
as a woman.” To the Irgun, this was de fin i tive proof that he
had been a Nazi pris oner.  

Al len Ginsberg, the ho mo sex ual “beat” poet was
asked by a Jus tice of the Su preme Court in 1966 (during an
ob scen ity trial re lated to the book Na ked Lunch, by Wil -
liam Borroughs)  whether at “some time in the fu ture there
will be a po lit i cal party, for in stance, made up of ho mo sex -
u als.”  Ginsberg re plied, say ing “this has al ready hap pened
in a sense -- or of sex per verts -- and we can point to Hit ler,
Ger many un der Hit ler” (The New York Times, Au gust 10,
1997). 

These are but two ex am ples which re veal the ex tent to
which ho mo sex u al ity was openly as so ci ated with Na zism
in the past. There are many other ex am ples in this book. Yet 
to day, the re cord has been al most en tirely purged re gard ing
the ho mo sex ual/Nazi con nec tion. This would be alarm ing

THE PINK SWASTIKA                                     5



enough if it were sim ply a trend in the pop u lar cul ture and
ac a de mia, but a sim i lar white wash ing is also tak ing place in 
in sti tu tions re spon si ble for keep ing the re cord of the Ho lo -
caust.

Dr. Nathaniel Lehrman is a re tired psy chi a trist who
read The Pink Swas tika and was in spired to rec om mend it
as a re source to the U.S. Ho lo caust Mu seum in Wash ing -
ton, D.C.. No po lit i cal con ser va tive, Dr. Lehrman has for
many years con trib uted ar ti cles and ed i to ri als to lib eral and
hu man ist pub li ca tions. Af ter a great deal of ef fort, in clud -
ing an ex change of cor re spon dence in which he chal lenged
the mu seum to at least re search the claims of this book, he
was re buffed. In a May 5th, 2000 ed i to rial in the
Intermountain Jew ish News, Dr. Lehrman took is sue with
one of the fre quent pro-homosexual events at the mu seum

[F]or the con fer ence to pres ent a com plete pic ture of gays
in the Ho lo caust, it should also have in cluded the key roles 
of Nazi ho mo sex u als among its per pe tra tors. By fail ing to
do so, the Mu seum fos tered the myth of a “Gay Ho lo -
caust”....Why is the Ho lo caust Me mo rial Mu seum dis tort -
ing the his tory of the Ho lo caust?

An other reader, Mr. Zan Over all, do nated a copy of The 
Pink Swas tika to the Mu seum of Tol er ance in Los An geles,
the lead ing Ho lo caust museum on the West Coast. He was
later told by a staff mem ber that the book had not been
placed in the reg u lar col lec tion but in a “spe cial col lec tion”
avail able only upon re quest by a pa tron. He writes

Won dering how a li brary pa tron might be come aware of
the ex is tence of The Pink Swas tika, en sconced in “the spe -
cial col lec tion,” I asked if it were listed in the com puter
along with other books on the same gen eral sub ject....She
read off quite a num ber of ti tles listed there...and re ported
The Pink Swas tika is not listed there (Over all: pri vate let -
ter). 

6         



Knowing how thor oughly these in sti tu tions have been
in fil trated by “gay” po lit i cal ac tiv ists, we were not sur -
prised that they have sup pressed the ev i dence link ing Na -
zism to ho mo sex u al ity (see my ar ti cle “How Amer i can
‘Gays’ are Stealing the Ho lo caust,” in The Poi soned
Stream, Founders Pub lishing Cor po ra tion, 1997). We are
concerned that the same white wash may be tak ing place at
the Shoah Foun da tion as it col lects the video his to ries of the 
last re main ing Ho lo caust sur vi vors. Its founder Ste ven
Spielberg is the busi ness part ner of bil lion aire ho mo sex ual
ac tiv ist Da vid Geffin. Un for tu nately, the pub lic per ceives
these in sti tu tions as the fi nal au thor ity on any thing hav ing
to do with the Nazi era. 

As we pre pare to pub lish this fourth edi tion of The Pink
Swas tika, there fore, we are es pe cially mind ful that our
small work rep re sents per haps the only sig nif i cant at tempt
to coun ter a highly successful “gay”-spon sored re vi sion ist
cam paign. We have thus en deav ored to pro duce the most
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Mes sage on a Ho lo caust mu seum fund-raising let ter (left) and a full
sec tion of books in the mu seum book store pro mote the “Gay Ho lo -
caust” myth, while the Nazi/ho mo sex ual con nec tion doc u mented in
this book is en tirely ig nored.  

Buy a print copy of this
book, in clud ing pho tos

and graph ics, at the 
book store,

www.abidingtruth.com/pf
rc/showproducts.php.



thor ough and ac cu rate doc u ment of which we are ca pa ble.  
This doc u ment is by no means the first, but is by far the

most com plete, re source ever pre pared on the the sis that ho -
mo sex u al s in vented and ran the Nazi Party. This is a the sis
that has been frequently re stated since the 1930s. It is a the -
sis with pro found im pli ca tions for our so ci ety, given the
grow ing power of the “gay” move ment. Yet most peo ple in
this coun try have prob a bly never even heard it men tioned.

Our goal is not to re place one form of po lit i cal cor rect -
ness with an other. We do not want our view to be im posed
on any one, nor the homosexualist view to be silenced. Our
goal is to put these questions be fore the pub lic and let the
ev i dence speak for it self.

Scott Lively, De cem ber 14, 2001
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Ironically, Chris tians are blamed for the 
Ho lo caust in a 14-minute ori en ta tion
video for vis i tors to the U.S. Ho lo caust
Mu seum (above) and in this book of -
fered in its book store, yet open ho mo -
sex u als such as Dr. Klaus Mueller are
given prom i nent po si tions on the mu -
seum staff.  



                                             B'' H

Fore word

Kevin Abrams

I call heaven and earth to wit ness against you this day, that I
have set be fore you life and death, the bless ing and the curse; there -

fore choose life, that you may live, you and your chil dren.
Deu ter on omy\Devarim: 30:19

The Pink Swas tika is not a work of fic tion.  Ironically,
the au thors have dis cov ered that truth is of ten stranger than
fic tion.  The Pink Swas tika is a re sponse to the “gay po lit i -
cal agenda” and its strat egy of por tray ing ho mo sex u als as
vic tims of so ci etal and Nazi per se cu tion.  Al though some
ho mo sex u als, and many of those who were framed with
trumped-up charges of ho mo sex u al ity suf fered and died at
the hands of the Na zis, for gay apol o gists to por tray them -
selves as his tor i cal vic tims of Nazi per se cu tion, on par with
the Jew ish peo ple, is a gross dis tor tion of his tory, per haps
equal to de ny ing the Ho lo caust it self.  The Pink Swas tika
will show that there was far more bru tal ity, rape, tor ture and 
mur der com mit ted against in no cent peo ple by Nazi de vi -
ants and ho mo sex u als than there ever was against ho mo -
sex u als.

To day in the West, a new and ag gres sive
homosexualism is mak ing its bid for power.  The me dia,
psy chi a try, sci ence and ac a de mia have all been cor rupted
and pressed into the ser vice of es tab lish ing ho mo sex u al ity
as a nor mal and ac cept able vari ant of hu man sex u al ity.
Those who are un will ing to bend to the new dis pen sa tion
are blud geoned into sub mis sion with slan der ous ac cu sa -
tions of in tol er ance and “ho mo pho bia.”  Our ef forts will
cer tainly fail to cor rob o rate the po lit i cally cor rect pro pa -
ganda of fered by much of to day’s me dia, ac a de mia, psy chi -
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a try, var i ous fed eral agen cies, the courts and hu man rights
or ga ni za tions which are now driven by the new sex ual ide -
ol ogy rather than by hon est de bate and in quiry.  Com ing in
the wake of a suc cess ful pub lic cam paign con ducted over
de cades, our book will also fly in the face of much of to -
day’s pop u lar opin ion.  This hav ing been said, we be lieve
that The Pink Swas tika will show clearly how the world the
Na zis at tempted to cre ate is a world, not of the past, but of
the pos si ble fu ture.  It will show that, given its pres ent
course and left un chal lenged, Amer ica could eas ily be come 
the Nazi Ger many of 50 years ago.

It is of ten said that the les sons of his tory leave us with a
guide for the fu ture.  If this be so, then the les sons of the col -
lapse of the dem o cratic Weimar Re pub lic and the so cial
ide ol o gies that pre ceded its de feat by the Na zis should pro -
vide us with in sights into Amer ica’s fu ture.  As a prac tic ing
mem ber of the Jew ish faith, I re main wholly un con vinced
that by solely re mem ber ing the Ho lo caust we will pre vent
an other.  The om i nous par al lels be tween the Weimar Re -
pub lic of pre-Nazi Ger many and to day’s Amer i can re pub lic 
are sim ply too pro nounced to over look.

This year, 1995, is the 50th an ni ver sary of the end of
World War II.  It is also the 50th an ni ver sary of Sam uel
Igra’s book, Ger many’s Na tional Vice, which we quote ex -
ten sively.  Largely purged from pub lic view, Igra’s book
doc u ments the ho mo erotic foun da tions of Ger man mil i ta -
rism.  Other books, like Dusty Sklar’s 1977 The Na zis and
the Oc cult, doc u ment the black oc cult roots of Nazi ide ol -
ogy.  What The Pink Swas tika does is to syn the size both the 
ho mo erotic and oc cult foun da tions of the Nazi re gime. 

 It must be clar i fied — the Na zis were not Right-Wing
Con ser va tive Creationists; they were Left-Wing Dar win ian 
Evo lu tion ary So cial ists.  As a prin ci ple, an in crease in ped -
er asty and homosexualism par al lels a mil i ta ris tic Hel lenic
re vival.  His tory dis closes that the most war like na tions are
those whose male lead ers were the most ad dicted to sex ual
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re la tions with young boys.
The po lit i cal agenda which has as its fo cus a plan to le -

gal ize and co erce a be wil dered and un sus pect ing pub lic
into ac cept ing or re gard ing sod omy as nor mal or dig ni fied,
is based on false hood, self-deception and skewed sci en tific
re search.  In light of the med i cal re cord, his tory and the fact
that sod omy rep re sents a cor rup tion of the nat u ral and
moral or ders of cre ation, any pos i tive af fir ma tion of ho mo -
sex u al ity is to tally with out merit.  Hu man sex u al ity is never 
merely a phys i cal con cern, nor is it a purely pri vate mat ter.
It al ways has so cial im pli ca tions.  What goes on be tween
part ners in flu ences so ci ety as a whole.  In sex ual mat ters,
the is sue is “what is ad vo cated and what is prac ticed pub -
licly” far more than what hap pens pri vately.

In  a  l e t  t e r  t o  t he  ed  i  t o r  o f  t he  To  ron to  Globe
and Mail news pa per, Feb ru ary 26, 1992, Dr. Jo seph
Berger, As sis tant Pro fes sor of Psy chi a try, Uni ver sity of
To ronto, writes, “in my 20 years of psy chi a try I have never
come across any one with in nate ho mo sex u al ity.  That no -
tion has been a long pro claimed gay-activist po lit i cal po si -
tion, in tended to pro mote the ac cep tance of ho mo sex u al ity
as a healthy, fully equal al ter na tive ex pres sion of hu man
sex u al ity.  It has zero sci en tific foun da tion, though its pro -
mot ers latch on to even the flim si est shreds of atro cious re -
search in their at tempts to jus tify the no tion.”

As they were dur ing the Weimar pe riod, 1918-1933,
psy chi a try and ac a de mia have been hi jacked and pressed
into the ser vice of es tab lish ing homosexualism as the ba sis
of a new Kul tur.  Pro fes sor Hans Blueher, a prac tic ing phy -
si cian whose spe cialty was psy chi a try, was ac cepted by the
Na zis as the apos tle and higher au thor ity of a new so cial or -
der.  Blueher’s school held that male ho mo sex ual love mak -
ing is in it self a good thing and spir i tu ally en er giz ing.
Blueher’s teach ing be came pop u lar in Nazi cir cles dur ing
the pe riod be tween the two World Wars and pro moted the
idea that a well-regulated rit ual of homosexualism was a
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unique force ca pa ble of cre at ing the State and as sur ing its
lead er ship.  The re sult ing creed rel e gated women to a
purely bi o log i cal func tion and elim i nated the fam ily as a
con stit u ent cell in the com mu nity.

In 1973, the Amer i can Pyschiatric As so ci a tion was also 
hi jacked by Amer i can “gay” ac tiv ists.  Basing its de ci sion
largely on the skewed ev i dence of the 1948 Kinsey re port
Sex ual Be hav ior in the Hu man Male, the APA re moved ho -
mo sex u al ity from its Di ag nos tic and Sta tis tics Man ual and
de clared it a nor mal vari ant of hu man sex u al ity.  Ho mo sex -
uals, sens ing that the bur den of change had been lifted from
them and shifted onto so ci ety, were able to pres ent them -
selves as in no cent vic tims of what they re ferred to as so ci -
ety’s big oted and “ho mo pho bic” at ti tude to wards them as
per sons.

Col um nist Charles Krauthammer, in “De fining De vi -
ancy Up,” an es say pub lished in the No vem ber 22, 1993
edi tion of The New Re pub lic (pages 20ff), in de scrib ing the
real ef fect of the APA de ci sion, stated that a ma jor ity of so -
ci ety was made de vi ant while ho mo sex u al ity was el e vated
to the sta tus of nor mal.  Krauthammer writes, “as part of the 
vast so cial pro ject of moral lev el ing, it is not enough for the
de vi ant to be nor mal ized.  The nor mal must be found to be
de vi ant.”  In fact, the great est sin gle vic tory of the “gay”
agenda over the past de cade has been to shift the de bate
from be hav ior to iden tity, thus forc ing op po nents into a po -
si tion where they are seen as at tack ing the civil rights of ho -
mo sex ual cit i zens rather than at tack ing spe cific an ti so cial
be hav ior.

In an in ter est ing and in for ma tive study, a crit i cal anal y -
sis ti tled “Sex ual Pol i tics and Sci en tific Logic: the Is sue of
Ho mo sex u al ity,” by Dr. Charles Socarides (pub lished in
the Win ter 1992 edi tion of The Jour nal of Psychohistory,
Vol. 10, No. 3:317), Socarides quotes the warn ing of
Abram Kardiner, psy cho an a lyst, for mer Pro fes sor of Psy -
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chi a try at Co lum bia Uni ver sity, 1966 re cip i ent of the Hu -
man ities Prize of The New York Times: 

There is an ep i demic form of ho mo sex u al ity, which is
more than the usual in ci dence, which gen er ally oc curs in
so cial cri ses or in de clin ing cul tures when li cense and
bound less per mis sive ness dulls the pain of cease less anx -
i ety, uni ver sal hos til ity and di vi sive ness...Sup porting the
claims of ho mo sex u als and re gard ing ho mo sex u al ity as a
nor mal vari ant of sex ual ac tiv ity is to deny the so cial sig -
nif i cance of ho mo sex u al ity...Above all it mil i tates
against the fam ily and de stroys the func tion of the lat ter
as the last place in our so ci ety where affectivity can be
cul ti vated...Ho mo sex u al ity op er ates against the co he sive
el e ments in so ci ety in the name of fic ti tious free dom.  It
drives the op po site sex in a sim i lar di rec tion.  And no so -
ci ety can long en dure when ei ther the child is ne glected or 
when the sexes war upon each other.

Vic tim-plunder ide ol ogy is at the core of “gay” po lit i cal 
strat egy.  Homosexualists ex ploit the pub lic sta tus of ho -
mo sex u als to im pose their new def i ni tion of hu man sex u al -
ity upon so ci ety.  “Vic tim ide ol ogy” and “reductionist”
think ing is de stroy ing Amer ica from within.  To day’s new
vic tims see no rea son to mod ify their own be hav ior.  Vic tim 
psy chol ogy and phi los o phies un der mine the le git i mate
work ings of gov ern ment and the jus tice, health and so cial
sys tems.  Like their Nazi pre de ces sors, to day’s
homosexualists lack any scru ples.  Ho mo sex u al ity is pri -
mar ily a pred a tory ad dic tion striv ing to take the weak and
un sus pect ing down with it.  The “gay” agenda is a co los sal
fraud; a gi gan tic rob bery of the mind.  Ho mo sex uals of the
type de scribed in this book have no true idea of how to act
in the best in ter ests of their coun try and fel low man.  Their
in ten tion is to serve none but them selves.

The Pink Swas tika doc u ments a hid den as pect of Ger -
man his tory.  The au thors con tend that homosexualism, el e -
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vated to a pop u lar ide ol ogy  and com bined with black
oc cult forces, not only gave birth to Nazi im pe ri al ism but
also led to the Ho lo caust it self.  The mil i ta rists in Ger many
were happy with Hit ler.  His teach ings on “to tal war” and of 
a se cret Jew ish con spir acy against Ger many pro vided a
good screen for their own veiled prep a ra tions.  From its
very in cep tion, it was the goal of the Nazi Party, work ing as
a front for the Ger man mil i tary in dus trial com plex, to over -
throw the Weimar Re pub lic by what ever means nec es sary.
The Pink Swas tika doc u ments how, from their be gin ning,
the Na tional So cial ist rev o lu tion and the Nazi Party were
an i mated and dom i nated by mil i ta ris tic ho mo sex u als, ped -
er asts, pornographers and sado-masochists.

As Igra ex plains in Ger many’s Na tional Vice, “the
crim i nals who wreaked such as tound ing hor rors on in no -
cent ci vil ian pop u la tions were not act ing as sol diers drunk
with the fury of bat tle, nor as pa tri otic fa nat ics, but as cho -
sen in stru ments of a sa tanic re li gion to the ser vice of which
they had been ded i cated by the sys tem atic teach ing and
prac tice of un nat u ral vice” (Igra:94).

The Pink Swas tika doc u ments how the So ci ety for Hu -
man Rights, founded by mem bers of the Nazi Party, be -
came the larg est ho mo sex ual rights or ga ni za tion in
Ger many and, fur ther, how this move ment gave birth to the
Amer i can ho mo sex ual rights move ment.  Its in flu ence has
grown.  The Pres i dent of the United States now re ceives of -
fi cial ho mo sex ual del e ga tions at the White House who ex -
pect the Pres i dent to re pay them for help ing him into of fice.
They ex pected him to “nor mal ize” ho mo sex u al ity in the
Amer i can mil i tary.  As for the com par i son made be tween
homoeroticism and skin color, Gen eral Colin Powell, for -
mer Chair man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, had this to say in
a let ter to Rep. Pa tri cia Schroeder (D-Colorado), “Skin
color is a be nign, non-behavioral char ac ter is tic.  Sex ual ori -
en ta tion is per haps the most pro found of all hu man be hav -
ioral char ac ter is tics.  Com par i son of the two is a con ve nient 
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but in valid ar gu ment” (Sa lem, Ore.) States man Jour nal,
June 6, 1992).

Amer i can civ i li za tion rests on the ba sic prin ci ples
of Chris tian mo ral ity, which have their or i gin in the He -
brew Scrip tures.  The rea son why the Na zis first at tacked
the Jew ish peo ple and swore to ex ter mi nate them phys i -
cally and spir i tu ally is be cause the teach ings of the Bi ble,
both the To rah and the New Tes ta ment, rep re sent the foun -
da tions on which the whole sys tem of Chris tian eth ics rests. 
Re move the Bi ble as the con stel la tion that guides the
Amer i can Ship of State and the whole ed i fice of Amer i can
civ i li za tion col lapses.  For my Jew ish breth ren search ing
for a Bib li cal ba sis for the le git i mi za tion of ho mo sex u al ity,
I re fer to the words of Rabbis Marc An gel, Hillel Goldberg
and Pinchas Stopler and their joint ar ti cle in the Win ter,
1992-93 edi tion of Jew ish Ac tion Mag a zine: 

There is not a sin gle source in all of the dis ci plines of
Jew ish sa cred lit er a ture — halachah, aggadah, phi los o -
phy, muscar, mys ti cism —  that tol er ates ho mo sex ual acts 
or a ho mo sex ual ‘ori en ta tion.’  Jews who sanc tion ho mo -
sex u al ity must do so wholly with out ref er ence to Jew ish
sa cred lit er a ture, in which case their jus ti fi ca tion has no
Jew ish stand ing; or with out ref er ence to Jew ish sources,
in which case they act with ig no rance or in tel lec tual dis -
hon esty.  The idea, set forth by some of the non-Orthodox 
lead er ship, that the To rah pro hib ited only co er cive and
non-loving same-sex re la tion ships, thus al low ing for a
con tem po rary, vol un tary and lov ing same-sex re la tion -
ship, is wholly with out ba sis in a sin gle piece of Jew ish
sa cred lit er a ture writ ten in the last 3,000 years.

Den nis Prager, a re spected Jew ish ra dio talk show host,
com mented, “There were two kinds of Jews in Auschwitz -- 
those who knew why they were there and those who
thought it was just bad luck.”  To day Jews have as sim i lated
ideas for eign to the Jew ish per spec tive and many lib eral,
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sec u lar Amer i can Jews, in adopt ing a tol er ance for ev ery -
thing, stand for noth ing.  As the liv ing, we owe a moral debt 
to that gen er a tion of Jews who were sub jected to such in hu -
mane and sa dis tic tor ture and ex ter mi na tion.  The un der ly -
ing causes of Nazi mil i ta rism are doc u mented in The Pink
Swas tika.  The Ho lo caust must be re mem bered for what it
was, a war against the Jew ish peo ple and West ern civ i li za -
tion.

MAY GOD BLESS AMERICA
Kevin E. Abrams, Je ru sa lem, Is rael
June 5, 1995
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In tro duc tion

Scott Lively

I came to be in ter ested in this com pel ling and so ber ing
topic by a route fa mil iar to many in our so ci ety to day —
that of the “vic tim.”  I did not seek this sta tus, nor did I ex -
ploit or claim it, yet for many months I and oth ers ex pe ri -
enced what it was like to be on the re ceiv ing end of a
full-scale, no-holds-barred “seek-and-destroy” cam paign,
or ches trated by “gay” po lit i cal ac tiv ists in the State of Or e -
gon.  The oc ca sion of the up roar was a se ries of ini tia tive
cam paigns aimed at pre vent ing lo cal and state-level leg is la -
tion grant ing “mi nor ity sta tus” based on ho mo sex u al ity.
The de tails of the ini tia tives and about the Or e gon Cit i zens
Al li ance, the grass roots or ga ni za tion which spon sored
them, would fill at least one book by them selves.  But the
long and the short of what led me to this book and its topic
was the as ton ish ing tone of the rhet o ric which is rou tinely
lev eled by the de fend ers of “gay rights” at peo ple who pub -
licly op pose ho mo sex u al ity.  Amidst this rhet o ric, the fa -
vor ite names and met a phors were nearly all drawn from
Hit ler’s Ger many.  Leaders and even pe ti tion-carriers on
our cam paign were char ac ter ized as ev ery kind of Nazi, fas -
cist, rac ist, hate-monger and Aryan su prem a cist.  Bricks
wrapped in swas tika-emblazoned pa per were hurled
through the win dows of busi nesses who had con trib uted to
our cam paign.  Al ways, the Nazi rhet o ric was loud est and
most ex treme among the ho mo sex ual ac tiv ists and their
clos est po lit i cal al lies (Gov er nor Barbara Rob erts, a
long-time homosexualist, char ac ter ized the bal lot mea sure
as “al most like Nazi Ger many” (The Or e go nian, Au gust
26, 1992:A14)).

Some of the worst abuse came from homosexualists in
the me dia.  Dur ing the 1992 elec tion cy cle, I was con tacted
by an as sis tant pro ducer for the CBS news-magazine show
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“48 Hours,” who wanted per mis sion to fea ture OCA in a
seg ment about “how main stream Amer i cans were re spond -
ing to ex trem ism in the gay-rights move ment.”  Be ing fa -
mil iar with me dia bias on the is sue of ho mo sex u al ity, I was
very sus pi cious and in sisted on per sonal as sur ance from the 
pro ducer that this was in deed the fo cus of the pro gram.  Due 
to the tone of rhet o ric in the lo cal me dia I spe cif i cally de -
manded and re ceived a prom ise that OCA would not be
char ac ter ized as a hate group.  Only af ter re peated as sur -
ances over a two or three week pe riod of tele phone ne go ti a -
tions did I seek and ob tain per mis sion for this pro ject from
OCA’s chair man, Lon Mabon.  I then de voted nearly two
weeks of my time as sist ing the “48 Hours” film crew, fa cil i -
tat ing doz ens of hours of in ter views and ar rang ing cam era
lo ca tions for film ing cam paign ac tiv i ties.

The pro gram aired on Feb ru ary 26, 1992.  In the late af -
ter noon I re ceived a call from a friend in Mas sa chu setts,
where the pro gram had just aired three hours ahead of our
West Coast tele vi sion pro gram ming sched ule.  “Watch
out,” she said, “they stabbed you in the back.”  Sure
enough, the pro gram was called “48 Hours on Hate Street”
and fea tured a rogue’s gal lery of hate groups, in clud ing
neo-Nazis and vi o lent white su prem a cists.  The seg ment on
OCA was sandwiched be tween two such groups.  In the lo -
cal news pro gram fol low ing “48 Hours,” KOIN, the CBS
af fil i ate in Port land, jux ta posed a re port about OCA and a
piece which in cluded clas sic Nazi file foot age and
anti-Nazi po lem ics.  Ap prox i mately two weeks later an -
other tele vi sion sta tion in Eu gene, KEZI-TV, in cluded Nazi 
file foot age in a news story about OCA (they later apol o -
gized).  News pa pers across the state fre quently ed i to ri al -
ized against OCA, us ing the terms “Nazi,” “KKK,” “bigot,” 
and “hate” lib er ally.

I had known for a long time that it is ax i om atic that
when name-calling (as op posed to rea son able de bate) hap -
pens, the names one calls oth ers usu ally re flect the things
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one dis likes about one self.  I think it oc curred to me that
there was some thing aw fully over stated about the
Nazi-labeling cam paign, even be fore I re ceived a set of
care fully-documented notes on prom i nent ho mo sex u als in
the Nazi Party, sent by a per son who had fol lowed the fire -
storm of rhet o ric brought on by our cam paign.

In the years since I be gan aug ment ing and re fin ing this
first set of data, the na tion has seen the trivialization of such 
ex treme rhet o ric.  It is com mon place days to hear some one
be ing called, di rectly or by in fer ence, a “Nazi.”  Some peo -
ple have at trib uted this to the im pov er ish ment of our na -
tional dis course, the de ple tion of our lan guage and pow ers
of in tel lect, and I would agree. We are cer tainly los ing our
lit er acy, and much of our dig nity along with it.  Yet there re -
mains the old and valid no tion that those who re peat edly,
loudly and un rea son ably call oth ers a name are of ten, con -
sciously or not, de scrib ing them selves.

Though this book is lim ited to the ex am i na tion of con -
nec tions be tween the Nazi move ment and the ho mo sex ual
and oc cult ist move ments, I think that a larger and more
chill ing theme can be read in its pages.  Can it be that the
fas ci na tion with call ing peo ple Na zis is, for the mod ern
“gay” move ment and oth ers in our so ci ety, an out growth of
a deeper fas ci na tion with what the Na zis got away with in
their own state?  What are the at ti tudes that un der lie the
phe nom ena of the “nanny state,” “po lit i cal cor rect ness,”
the cyn i cal po lit i cal pro mo tion of ra cial and class strife,
“dumbing down” the pub lic, the at ten u a tion of pa ren tal
rights, ster il iz ing the pub lic en vi ron ment of Judeo-Chris -
tian re li gious ref er ences, and the in creas ing ho mo ge ne ity
of opin ion and of news “slant” in the press?  In a way, I
think that Amer i can ho mo sex ual ac tiv ists pres ent an al most 
re fresh ingly hon est view into the na ture of these at ti tudes,
com pared to the sanc ti mo nious pre sen ta tions we hear daily
from the press and cer tain spe cial in ter est groups and po lit i -
cal lead ers.
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Let us look for a mo ment at one of the more bald-faced
rev e la tions of the homosexualist’s view of, and goals for,
Amer i can so ci ety.  In a point-by-point pub lic re la tions
strat egy called “The Over hauling of Straight Amer ica,”
(Guide Mag a zine, No vem ber, 1987) ho mo sex u als Mar -
shall Kirk and Erastes Pill ex plain their mod ern makeover
of Hit ler’s “Big Lie.”  This re mark able piece is a con trol
freak’s fan tasy, a ver i ta ble binge of ma nip u la tive, co er cive
and de cep tive words and tac tics.  It be gins:

The first or der of busi ness is de sen si ti za tion  of the Amer i -
can pub lic con cern ing gays...To de sen si tize the pub lic is
to help it view ho mo sex u al ity with in dif fer ence in stead of
with keen emo tion.  Ideally, we would have straights reg -
is ter dif fer ences in sex ual pref er ence the way they reg is ter
dif fer ent tastes for ice cream... (Kirk and Pill:7). 

This be hav ior-modification men tal ity, com bined with
iso la tion of “straights” and oth ers as groups or classes who
as sume the sta tus of de-humanized tar gets of one sort or an -
other, con tin ues:

the masses  [em pha sis ours] should not be shocked and re -
pelled by pre ma ture ex po sure to homosex ual be hav ior it -
self...the im ag ery of sex should be downplayed...(ibid.:8).

...open up a gate way into the pri vate world of straights,
through which a Tro jan horse might be passed (ibid.:8).

...gays must be cast as vic tims in need of pro tec tion so that
straights will be in clined by re flex to as sume the role of
pro tec tor (ibid.:8).

...make use of sym bols which re duce the main stream’s
sense of threat, which lower its guard...(ibid.:8).

...re place the main stream’s self-righteous pride about its
ho mo pho bia with shame and guilt (ibid.:10).
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Not so many years ago, all of these state ments would
have been un be liev ably of fen sive to most Amer i cans, even
if they con tained no ref er ence to ho mo sex u al ity, pre cisely
be cause they all ad vo cate co er cive tam per ing with peo ple’s 
most pri vate do main, their thoughts, opin ions and be liefs
(Kirk and Pill call it “trans form ing the so cial val ues of
straight Amer ica” — ibid.:14).  Such at tempts were thought 
to be the prov ince of di a bol i cal mas ter minds in sci-fi nov -
els, or of Mao ists or the dic ta tors of ba nana re pub lics.  But
we have ar rived at a time in Amer ica in which Kirk and Pill
sim ply add their voices (and the tone of their voices) to the
many ad vo cat ing the forc ible or ma nip u la tive con trol of
peo ple’s ideas (for ex am ple, “speech codes” on col lege
cam puses and in news pa per clas si fied ad ver tis ing pol icy).   

The more of Nazi think ing I have re searched, the more I 
have been re minded that our na tion rep re sents the first and
great est suc cess ful ex per i ment in the op po site di rec tion.  At 
our found ing we were the only na tion, among many au to -
crat i cally-governed states, which truly of fered and guar an -
teed free dom of thought and ex pres sion.  Our found ing
fa thers at tempted to write our in es ti ma bly pre cious free -
doms in stone be cause they fore saw (in deed, it was go ing
on even then) that there would be an in ces sant drift back to
the power-in-the-hands-of-a-few school of thought.  How
far have we drifted to day, and what does this mean for the
be hav ioral fringe groups of our so ci ety (just as the Na zis
were a be hav ioral fringe group of theirs), who feel com -
pelled to re-shape Amer i can hearts and minds to re sem ble
their own?

Let us re turn to Kirk and Pill to look at the me chan ics of
their strat egy for “trans form ing” the so ci ety into what they
feel would be a more ac cept able form.  Here are some of
their sug ges tions:
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Talk about gays and gay ness as loudly and as of ten as pos -
si ble...al most any be hav ior be gins to look nor mal if you
are ex posed to enough of it...(Kirk and Pill:7).

Con stant talk builds the im pres sion that pub lic opin ion is
at least di vided on the sub ject (ibid.:8).

...the cam paign should paint gays as su pe rior pil lars of so -
ci ety.  Yes, yes, we know - this trick is so old it creaks
(ibid.:9).

...it will be time to get tough with re main ing op po nents.
To be blunt, they must be vil i fied (ibid.:10) .

...we in tend to make the anti-gays look so nasty that av er -
age Amer i cans will want to dis so ci ate them selves from
such types (ibid.:10) .

Each sign will tap pa tri otic sen ti ment, each mes sage will
drill a seem ingly agree able prop o si tion into main stream
heads (ibid.:11). 

The pub lic should be shown im ages of rant ing homo -
phobes whose sec ond ary traits and be liefs dis gust mid dle
Amer ica...the Ku Klux Klan de mand ing that gays be
burned alive or cas trated; big oted south ern [sic] min is ters
drool ing with hys ter i cal ha tred to a de gree that looks both
com i cal and de ranged; men ac ing punks, thugs and con -
victs...Nazi con cen tra tion camps...(ibid.:10).

These im ages should be com bined with those of their gay
vic tims by a method pro pa gan dists [em pha sis ours] call
the “bracket tech nique.” For ex am ple, for a few sec onds
an unc tu ous beady-eyed South ern preacher is seen,
pound ing the pul pit in rage about “those sick, abom i na ble
crea tures.”  While his ti rade con tin ues over the sound -
track, the pic ture switches to pa thetic pho tos of badly
beaten per sons, or to pho tos of gays who look de cent,
harm less, and lik able; and then we cut back to the poi son -
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ous face of the preacher, and so forth...The ef fect is dev -
as tat ing (ibid.:13-14).

A group called Par ents and Friends of Les bians and
Gays (PFLAG) used this tech nique in an ad ver tis ing cam -
paign in the fall of 1995 against Pat Rob ert son, Jesse Helms 
and Jerry Falwell.  As re ported in the San Fran cisco Ex am -
iner, Sunday, No vem ber 12, 1995, “...a new tele vi sion ad
cam paign [por trays scenes of] a teen age girl con tem plat ing
sui cide with a hand gun, [and] a young man be ing beaten by
a gang as his at tack ers shout slurs...in ter spersed with ac tual
clips of the Rev. Pat Rob ert son and other con ser va tives de -
plor ing ho mo sex u al ity.”  Most sta tions turned down the
ads, but they ran in Tulsa and Wash ing ton D.C.  A print ver -
sion of the ad (much less emo tion ally ef fec tive) was run in
USA To day, No vem ber 21, 1995.

In ter est ingly, Pat Rob ert son's com ments quoted in the
ad were di rectly re lated to the sub ject of this book:  “Ho mo -
sex u al ity is an abom i na tion.  Many of those peo ple in -
volved with Adolf Hit ler were Satanists, many of them
were ho mo sex u als.  The two things seem to go to gether.”

With out be la bor ing the point, these soi-disant pro pa -
gan dis tic tac tics, and even the ver biage in which they are
couched, rep re sent a twisted ap proach to the win ning of
Amer i can pub lic opin ion.  Again, I was struck by the sim i -
lar ity (in de cep tive tac tics and pup pe teer-like at ti tude) to
the cre ators of the Nazi pro pa ganda ma chine.  Not only is
there the clas sic Big Lie tech nique (say it “loudly and as of -
ten as pos si ble”), but the homosexualists have el e vated the
old Nazi tech nique of vil i fi ca tion, used on the Jews by such
adepts as por nog ra pher Jul ius Streicher, to an art form.
And the fa mil iar Hitlerian emo tional com po nent of ha tred
is cer tainly there, as Kirk and Pill sal i vate over the imag -
ined dis com fi ture of their “most fer vid en e mies” (ap par -
ently, pas tors who have the mis for tune to live in the
South!): 
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The shoe fits, and we should make them try it on for size,
with all of Amer ica watch ing (ibid.:10).

Two of the first and ma jor com mit ments of the Na zis in
their rise to power were the ef fec tive con trol of the in for ma -
tion sources in Ger many, and the care ful build ing of a pro -
pa ganda ma chine.  This was the key to their power, and
ex cept for a strong mil i tary force, it is the most im por tant
en hance ment to any au to cratic power.  Over the last two de -
cades we have wit nessed an ap pall ing will ing ness among
the Amer i can news and en ter tain ment me dia to align them -
selves with one el e ment of po lit i cal thought, to al low them -
selves to be chan nels for the dis sem i na tion of one side of an
is sue over an other.  As new and con tra dic tory voices (talk
ra dio) have ap peared on the me dia scene, they have ac tu ally 
been op posed by the ex ist ing me dia com men ta tors.  And in
much of the en ter tain ment me dia’s pro gram fare we find a
not-so-subtle en act ment of Kirk’s and Pill’s strat egy (al beit
on a num ber of is sues, not just ho mo sex u al ity).  In deed,
Kirk and Pill as sert that “gay Hol ly wood has pro vided our
best co vert weapon in the bat tle to de sen si tize the main -
stream” (Kirk and Pill:8).  

These are some of the is sues to be broached in a study of 
the re la tion ship of ho mo sex u als and their po lit i cal move -
ments to the Nazi Party.  The larger con text of the study
must be our own coun try, and the nu mer ous groups who are 
now strug gling to cap ture its soul and “trans form” its so ci -
ety.  How are we sim i lar, and dis sim i lar, to the Ger mans of
the 1920s and 30s?  What les sons should we learn? 
 As a fi nal note, the other in spi ra tion of this book has
been the re cent claim of homosexualists that ho mo sex u als
were ma jor vic tims of the Ho lo caust (this seems to be part
of the “vic tim” strat egy in Kirk’s and Pill’s de sign).  The
play Bent has been the spring board for a cam paign, com -
plete with ho mo sex ual add-ons to an Anne Frank ex hibit
which toured the U.S., to get the pub lic to ac cept the idea
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that ho mo sex u als were the most down trod den and per se -
cuted group in Nazi Ger many.  In this play, a ho mo sex ual
pris oner “trades up” his pink badge for a yel low Jew ish star
to im prove his sta tus in the camp (S. Katz:145).  This turn
of events in the homosexualist pro pa ganda cam paign has
been a sore af front to tra di tion al ist Jews like my friend and
co-author Kevin Abrams, who de sires to pro tect the truth of 
his tory from the “Ho lo caust re vi sion ists.”  It is to that truth,
a sign post on the path of ev ery free so ci ety, that we have
ded i cated this book.  
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A Word to the Reader

Two terms used fre quently in this book, “homosexualist” and
“ped er ast,” will be un fa mil iar to many read ers.  We use the term
homosexualist to re fer to any per son, ho mo sex ual or not, who ac tively
pro motes ho mo sex u al ity as mor ally and so cially equiv a lent to het ero -
sex u al ity as a ba sis for so cial pol icy.  In our view Harry Hay, founder of
the Amer i can “gay-rights” move ment, and Pres i dent Bill Clinton, who
at tempted to force the U.S. mil i tary to ac cept open ho mo sex u als, are
both homosexualists.  Each has worked in his own way to le git i mize ho -
mo sex ual be hav ior in Amer ica.  Many het ero sex ual peo ple are
homosexualists.  Many self-described ho mo sex ual peo ple are not
homosexualists.  A homosexualist is de fined by his ac tions in a
sociopolitical con text.  This dif fers  from Sam uel Igra’s use of the term
in Ger many’s Na tional Vice, which we have quoted ex ten sively.  Igra
uses “homosexualist” to de fine sex ual con duct only.

A ped er ast  is de fined as a phys i cally ma ture man who en gages in
or de sires to en gage in sex with boys around the age of pu berty, as op -
posed to a pedophile, who tar gets both male and fe male pre pu bes cent
chil dren and/or pu ber tal girls.  (Ped er ast de rives from the Greek paed,
mean ing boy, and erastis , mean ing lover).  Self-defined “boy-lovers”
who have formed “chil dren’s rights” or ga ni za tions such as the North
Amer i can Man/Boy Love As so ci a tion (NAMBLA) in this coun try, and
who formed the Gemeinschaft der Eigenen in Ger many, gen er ally seem 
to fo cus their sex ual at ten tion on boys roughly be tween the ages of 8
and 18 years, with an ap par ent pref er ence for boys about 12 years old.
Some sources quoted in this study use the terms “ped er ast” and
“pedophile” in ter change ably.  We hope to re es tab lish the dis tinc tion
be tween these terms (du bi ous as it may be) to fa cil i tate a deeper un der -
stand ing of ho mo sex ual ide ol ogy and the va ri et ies of its ex pres sion.

Eng lish trans la tion of Ger man words us ing the um laut (two dots
above the vowel) re sult in dif fer ent spell ings of words like Fuehrer and
Roehm (Fuh rer and Rohm).  In this book we have cho sen the form of
spell ing in which the vowel is fol lowed by an “e.”  Spell ing of Ger man
words var ies among the au thors we quote but we have taken the lib erty
of har mo niz ing the spell ing in this book. 
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If it were pos si ble to form a state or an army
ex clu sively of ho mo sex u als, these men would di rect all
their em u la tions to ward hon ors, and go ing into bat tle
with such a spirit would, even if their num bers were small, 
con quer the world.

Plato, from Ban quet (In Konrad Heiden’s Der Fuehrer, 1944:741)

It re mains char ac ter is tic of the Ger mans, that they, out -
wardly the most bru tally mas cu line of all Eu ro pean peo -
ples, are the most ho mo sex ual na tion on earth.

H.R. Knickerbocker, Is To mor row Hit ler’s?, 1941:34

30         

Buy a print copy of this book,
 in clud ing pho tos and graph ics, 

at the  book store,
www.abidingtruth.com/pfrc/show

products.php.



Chap ter One:

  

THE HO MO SEX UAL ROOTS 
OF THE NAZI PARTY

It was a quiet night in Mu nich.  The peo ple mov ing
along the streets in the heart of the city were grim.  They
walked heads down, hands deep in the pock ets of their
frayed coats.  All around, the spirit of de feat hung like a pall 
in the even ing air; it was etched on the faces of the out- of-
 work sol diers on every street cor ner and in every café.  Ger -
many had been de feated in the war, but it had been crushed
by the terms of the Ver sailles Treaty.  Eve ry where the peo -
ple were still mired in de pres sion and de spair, sev eral  years 
af ter the hu mili at ing sur ren der of Kai ser Wil helm.

In this at mos phere the pur pose ful stride of Cap tain
Ernst Roehm seemed out of place.  But Roehm was ac cus -
tomed to be ing dif fer ent.  A ho mo sex ual with a taste for
boys, Roehm was part of a grow ing sub cul ture in Ger many
which fan cied it self a su pe rior form of Ger man man hood.
A large, heavy man, Roehm had been a pro fes sional sol dier
since 1906, and, af ter the war, had tem po rar ily lent his tal -
ents to a so cial ist ter ror or gani za tion called the Iron Fist.
On this night Roehm was on his way to meet some as so ci -
ates who had formed a much more pow er ful so cial ist or -
gani za tion.
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At the door of the Bratwurst gloeckl, a tav ern fre quented 
by ho mo sex ual rough necks and bully- boys, Roehm turned
in and joined the hand ful of sex ual de vi ants and oc cult ists
who were cele brat ing the suc cess of a new cam paign of ter -
ror.  Their or gani za tion, once known as the Ger man Work -
er’s Party, was now called the Nation al sozi al is tische
Deut sche Ar be iter par tei, The Na tional So cial ist Ger man
Work er’s Party — the Na zis.

Yes, the Na zis met in a “gay” bar.

It was no co in ci dence that ho mo sexu als were among
those who founded the Nazi Party.  In fact, the party grew
out of a number of groups in Ger many which were cen ters
of ho mo sex ual ac tiv ity and ac tiv ism.  Many of the char ac -
ter is tic ritu als, sym bols, ac tivi ties and phi loso phies we as -
so ci ate with Na zism came from these or gani za tions or from 
con tem po rary ho mo sexu als. The extended- arm “Sieg Heil” 
sa lute, for ex am ple, was a rit ual of the Wan der voe gel
(“Wan der ing Birds” or “Rov ers”), a male youth so ci ety
which be came the Ger man equiva lent of the Boy Scouts.
The Wan der voe gel was started in the late 1800s by a group
of ho mo sex ual teen ag ers. Its first adult leader, Karl Fischer, 
called him self “der Fue hrer” (“the Leader”) (Koch:25f).
Hans Blue her, a ho mo sex ual Nazi phi loso pher and im por -
tant early mem ber of the Wan der voe gel, in cited a sen sa tion
in 1912 with pub li ca tion of The Ger man Wan der voe gel
Move ment as an Erotic Phe nome non, which told how the
move ment had be come one in which young boys could be
in tro duced into the ho mo sex ual life style (Rec tor:39f). The
Wan der voe gel and other youth or gani za tions were later
merged into  the Hit ler Youth (which it self  be came known
among the popu lace as the “Homo Youth” be cause of ram -
pant ho mo sexu al ity. - Rec tor:52).

Many of the Nazi em blems, such as the swas tika, the
dou ble light ning bolt “SS” sym bol, and even the in verted
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tri an gle sym bol used to
iden tify classes of pris -
on ers in the con cen tra -
tion camps, origi nated
among ho mo sex ual oc -
cult ists in Ger many
(some, such as the swas -
tika, are ac tu ally quite
an cient sym bols which
were merely re vived by
these ho mo sex ual
groups).  

In 1907, Jorg Lanz
Von Lie ben fels, a
former Cis ter cian monk
whom the church ex -
com mu ni cated be cause
of his ho mo sex ual ac -
tivi ties (Sklar:19), flew
the swas tika flag above
his cas tle in Aus tria
(Goodrick- Clarke:109).  

Af ter his ex pul sion from the church Lanz founded the
Ordo Novi Tem pli (“Or der of the New Tem ple”) which
merged oc cult ism with vio lent anti-Semitism.  A 1958
study of Lanz, Der Mann der Hit ler die Ideen gab (“The
Man Who Gave Hit ler His Ideas”), by Aus trian psy cholo -
gist Wil helm Daim, called Lanz the true “fa ther” of Na -
tional So cial ism.

 List, a close as so ci ate of Lanz, formed the Guido von
List So ci ety in Vi enna in 1904.  The Guido von List So ci ety 
was ac cused of prac tic ing a form of Hindu Tan trism which
fea tured sex ual per ver sion in its ritu als.  This form of sex ual 
per ver sion was popu lar ized in oc cult cir cles by a man
named Aleis ter Crowley who, ac cord ing to Hit ler bi og ra -
pher J. Syd ney Jones, en joyed “play ing with black magic
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and lit tle boys” (J. S. Jones:123).  List was “ac cused of be -
ing the Aleis ter Crowley of Vi enna” (ibid.:123).  Like
Lanz, List was an oc cult ist; he wrote sev eral books on the
magic prin ci ples of rune let ters (from which he chose the
“SS” sym bol). In 1908, List “was un masked as the leader of
a blood broth er hood which went in for sex ual per ver sion
and sub sti tuted the swas tika for the cross” (Sklar:23).  The
Na zis bor rowed heav ily from List’s oc cult theo ries and re -
search.  List also formed an elit ist oc cult priest hood called
the Ar ma nen Or der, to which Hit ler him self may have be -
longed (Waite, 1977:91).

The Nazi dream of an Ar yan super- race was adopted
from an oc cult group called the Thule So ci ety, founded in
1917 by fol low ers of Lanz and List.  The oc cult doc trine of
the Thule So ci ety held that the sur vi vors of an an cient and
highly de vel oped lost civi li za tion could en dow Thule ini ti -
ates with eso teric pow ers and wis dom.  The ini ti ates would
use these pow ers to cre ate a new race of Ar yan su per men
who would elimi nate all “in fe rior” races.  Hit ler dedi cated
his book, Mein Kampf, to Di etrich Eckart, one of the Thule
So ci ety in ner cir cle and a former lead ing fig ure in the Ger -
man Work er’s Party. (Schwarz wal ler:67).  The vari ous oc -
cult groups men tioned above were out growths of the
Theo sophi cal So ci ety, whose founder, He lena Petrovna
Blavat sky, is thought by some to have been a les bian
(Webb:94), and whose “bishop” was a no to ri ous ped er ast
named Char les Lead beater.

The SA Brown shirts or Stuermabteilung
(“Storm Troop ers”) were largely the crea tion of an other ho -
mo sex ual, Ger hard Ross bach (Waite, 1969:209).  Ross -
bach formed the Ross bach bund (“Ross bach Broth er hood”), 
a ho mo sex ual unit of the Freik orps (“Free Corps”).  The
Freik orps were in de pend ent in ac tive mili tary re serve units
which be came home to the hun dreds of thou sands of un em -
ployed World War I vet er ans in Ger many.  Ross bach also
formed a youth or gani za tion un der the Ross bach bund,
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call ing it the Schill jugend  (“Schill Youth”)
(ibid.:210).  Ross bach’s staff as sis tant, Lieu ten ant Ed mund
Heines, a ped er ast and mur derer, was put in charge of the
Schill jugend.  The Ross bach bund later changed its name to
Storm Troop ers  (in honor of Wo tan, the an cient Ger man
god of storms. - Gra ber:33).  Ross bach se duced Hit ler’s
men tor, Ernst Roehm, into ho mo sexu al ity. It was un der
Roehm’s lead er ship that the Brown shirts be came no to ri ous
for bru tal ity.

Fa mous events in Nazi his tory are also linked to ho mo -
sexu al ity; events such as the burn ing of the Ger man
Reichstag in 1932, the 1938 po grom called Kristall nacht,
and the 1944 at tempt on Hit ler’s life.  Even the en dur ing
im age of Nazi book- burning, fa mil iar to us from news reels
of the 1930s, was di rectly re lated to the ho mo sexu al ity of
Nazi lead ers.  The first such in ci dent oc curred four days af -
ter Hit ler’s Brown shirts broke into Mag nus Hirsch feld’s In -
sti tute for Sex ual Re search in Ber lin on May 6, 1933.  On
May 10 the Na zis burned thou sands of books and files
taken in that raid.  The In sti tute had ex ten sive rec ords on the 
sex ual per ver sions of nu mer ous Nazi lead ers, many of
whom had been un der treat ment there prior to the be gin -
ning of the Nazi re gime.  Treat ment at the Sex Re search In -
sti tute was re quired by the Ger man courts for per sons
con victed of sex crimes.  Lud wig L. Lenz, who worked at
the In sti tute at the time of the raid but man aged to es cape
with his life, later wrote of the in ci dent:

Why was it then, since we were com pletely non- party, that 
our purely sci en tific In sti tute was the first vic tim which
fell to the new re gime?  The an swer to this is sim ple...We
knew too much.  It would be against medi cal prin ci ples to
pro vide a list of the Nazi lead ers and their per ver sions
[but]...not ten per cent of the men who, in 1933, took the
fate of Ger many into their hands, were sexu ally nor -
mal...Our knowl edge of such in ti mate se crets re gard ing
mem bers of the Nazi Party and other docu men tary ma te -
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rial — we pos sessed about forty th o u s a nd con fes sions
and bio graphi cal let ters — was the cause of the com plete
and ut ter de struc tion of the In sti tute of Sex ol ogy.
(Haberle:369).

The at tack on the Sex Re search In sti tute is of ten cited as 
an ex am ple of Nazi op pres sion of ho mo sexu als.  This is
partly true, but as we shall see, the “op pres sion” fits into a
larger con text of in ter nec ine ri valry be tween two ma jor ho -
mo sex ual groups.  Mag nus Hirsch feld, who headed the In -
sti tute, was a promi nent Jew ish ho mo sex ual.  Hirsch feld
also headed a “gay rights” or gani za tion called the
Scientific- Humanitarian Com mit tee (SHC), formed in
1897 to work for the re peal of Para graph 175 of the Ger man 
le gal code, which crimi nal ized ho mo sex u al ity (Ken -
nedy:230).  The or gani za tion was also op posed to sa do -
maso chism and ped er asty, two of the fa vor ite prac tices of
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the mili ta ris tic, Roehm- style ho mo sexu als who fig ured so
promi nently in the early Nazi Party.  Hirsch feld had formed 
the SHC to carry on the work of the pio neer “gay rights” ac -
tiv ist, Karl Hein rich Ul richs (1825-1895). Ul richs had writ -
ten against the con cept of “Greek love” (ped er asty)
ad vo cated by a number of other ho mo sexu als in Ger many.

One  such  ad  vo ca te  was  Adol f  Brand ,  who
formed the Ge mein schaft der Ei ge nen (“Com mu nity of
the Elite”) in 1902.  The Ge mein schaft der Ei ge nen in spired 
the for ma tion in 1920 of the Ger man Friend ship League,
which changed its name in 1923 to the So ci ety for Hu man
Rights. The lead ers of this group were in stru men tal in the
for ma tion and the rise of the Nazi Party.  Adolf Brand pub -
lished the world’s first ho mo sex ual pe ri odi cal, Der Ei gene
(“The Elite” - Ooster huis and Ken nedy:cover).  Brand was
a ped er ast, child por nog ra pher and anti- Semite, and, along
with many ho mo sexu als who shared his phi loso phies, de -
vel oped a burn ing ha tred of Mag nus Hirsch feld and
the SHC. When Hirsch feld’s Sex Re search In sti tute was
de stroyed, the SA troops were un der the gen eral com mand
of Ernst Roehm, a mem ber of Brand’s spinoff group, the
So ci ety for Hu man Rights.  

The Di vided Move ment

This was not the last time ho mo sex ual lead er ship of the
Na zis would at tack other ideo logi cally dis simi lar ho mo -
sexu als.  Later in this dis cus sion we will ex am ine the so-
 called “pink tri an gle” ho mo sexu als who were in terned in
con cen tra tion camps.  The pink tri an gle, part of a scheme of 
variously- colored tri an gles used by the Na zis to iden tify
spe cific classes of pris on ers, was ap plied to those con victed 
un der Para graph 175 of the Ger man Pe nal Code.  Ho mo -
sexu als were one of these classes, but ac cord ing to Jo hans -
son,
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[M]any of those con victed un der Para graph 175 were not
ho mo sex ual: some were op po nents of the re gime such as
Catho lic priests or lead ers of youth groups who were
prose cuted on the ba sis of per jured tes ti mony, while oth -
ers were street hus tlers from Ber lin or Ham burg who had
been caught up in a po lice drag net (Jo hans son in
Dynes:997).

As many as 6,000 of the ap proxi mately 10,000 “pink
tri an gles” died in the work camps, but few, if any, were
gassed in the death camps.  Some of those who died met
their deaths at the hands of ho mo sex ual Ka pos (“trus tees”)
and guards of the SS.  At first glance it is dif fi cult to un der -
stand why the ho mo sex ual lead ers of the Nazis would per -
se cute other ho mo sexu als on the ba sis of their sex ual
be hav ior.  We al luded, in the mat ter of the Sex Re search In -
sti tute, to the fact that the ho mo sex ual move ment in Ger -
many was di vided into two dia met ri cally op posed camps
which some have called the “Fems” and the “Butches.”
These terms are com mon among ho mo sexu als to day, as is
the dis dain “Butches” feel for “Fems.” 

A re searcher of the ho mo sex ual move ment Gor don
West wood writes that mas cu line ho mo sexu als “de plore
[ef femi nate] be hav ior,” many con sid er ing ef femi nate ho -
mo sexu als “re pul sive” (West wood:87).  An other re -
searcher, H. Kim ball Jones, re ports that re ac tion to “Fems”
is of ten vio lent in the gen eral ho mo sex ual com mu nity.
“[They la bel them] ‘fla ming fag got’ or ‘d ege ne rate fag,’”
with one ho mo sex ual ex claim ing, “You know, I loathe
these scream ing fair ies” (H.K.Jones:29).  Jay and Young’s
1979 ex ami na tion of the Ameri can ho mo sex ual move ment, 
The Gay Re port, con tains nu mer ous per sonal state ments by 
mas cu line ho mo sexu als criti cal of ef femi nacy.  “Fem be -
hav ior can be vi cious and de struc tive, de mean ing to women 
and gay men,” says one.  An other as serts, “To me some one
who is ‘femme’ is a self- indulgent...petty, schem ing, gos -
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sipy gay be ing whose self- image has been warped and
shaped by un for tu nate fam ily situa tions” (Jay:294ff).  

The most hos tile to “Femmes” are pre cisely those ho -
mo sexu als who deem them selves the most “mas cu line.”  In
The Ho mo sex ual Ma trix, C.A. Tripp writes that  “[f]ar to
the other ex treme, there are a number of ut terly mas cu line,
some times su per mas cu line ho mo sexu als....They are ob ses- 
sed with eve ry thing male and es chew any thing weak or ef -
femi nate....Un ques tiona bly they rep re sent the epit ome of
what can hap pen when an eroti cized male ness gains the full 
back ing of a value sys tem that sup ports it” (Tripp:92). 
Cory and Le Roy, in their de tailed dis cus sion of ho mo sex -
ual cul ture, de scribe the scene in a typi cal Ameri can
“leather bar”:  

Here, sturdy swag ger ing males dressed in tight dun ga -
rees, leather jack ets or heavy shoes, dark hued woolen
shirts, and some times mo tor cy cle hel mets, as pire to ward
a super- masculine ideal...Be hind the fa cade of ro bust ex -
ploits, the uni form of pre ten tious male prow ess, the mask
of tough ness, there some times lies a dan ger ous per son al -
ity that can ex press it self physi cally by sub sti tut ing vio -
lence for erotic pleas ure; ca pa ble of re ceiv ing sex ual
pleas ure only by in flict ing pain (or re ceiv ing it).  The
gen eral at mos phere in such places is rest less and brood -
ing, and one can never be sure when the dy na mite of vio -
lence will erupt (Cory and Le Roy:109).

Read ing this de scrip tion, one can imag ine one self
look ing into Mu nich’s Bratwurst gloeckl tavern,
where the Brown shirts  con gre gated, and find ing the
same cast of char ac ters -- only wear ing dif fer ent cos tumes.

This con trast of ho mo sex ual types is not sim ply a
phenomenon of mod ern so ci ety. Green berg writes about
ho mo sexu al ity among the Ger mans of the first cen tu ries
A.D.:
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As war be came more im por tant to the Ger mans, the male
war ri ors and their cul ture be came domi nant, and the status 
of women de clined.  Ef femi nacy and re cep tive ho mo sexu -
al ity were in creas ingly scorned and re pressed....The ef -
femi nate ho mo sex ual...was de picted as a foul
mon ster....this stig ma ti za tion did not ex tend to ac tive male 
ho mo sexu al ity.  [Later, ac cept abil ity of mas cu line ori -
ented ho mo sexu al ity de clined un der  Chris ti an ity, which]
was of fi cially op posed to all forms of ho mo sexu al ity
(Green berg:249f). 

 The authors do not wish to im ply that all ho mo sexu als
fall into one or the other of these two sim plis tic stereo types.
The terms “Butch” and “Fem” in this study are used loosely 
to dif fer en ti ate be tween two ideo logi cal ex tremes re lat ing
to the na ture of ho mo sex ual iden tity.  Gen er ally in this
work the Ger man “Fems” are de fined as ho mo sex ual men
who acted like women.  They were paci fists and acco mo da -
tion ists.  Their goals were equal ity with het ero sexu als and
the “right to pri vacy,” and gen er ally they op posed sex with
young chil dren.  Their lead ers were Karl Hein rich Ul richs
and Mag nus Hirsch feld.

The “Butches,” on the other hand, were mas cu line ho -
mo sexu als.  They were mili ta rists and chau vin ists in the
Hel lenic mold.  Their goal was to re vive the ped er as tic mili -
tary cults of pre-Chris tian pa gan cul tures, spe cifi cally the
Greek war rior cult.  They were of ten vi cious mi sogy nists
and sa dists.  Their lead ers in cluded Adolf Brand and Ernst
Roehm.  The “Butches” re viled all things femi nine.  Their
ideal so ci ety was the Maennerbund, an all- male “com rade -
ship-in-arms” com prised of rug ged men and boys (Ooster -
huis and Ken nedy:255).  In their view, het ero sexu als might
be tol er ated for the pur pose of con tinu ing the spe cies, but
ef femi nate ho mo sexu als were con sid ered to be sub hu man,
and thus in tol er able.

Most of the es ti mated 1.2 to 2 mil lion ho mo sexu als in
Ger many at the time of the Third Reich un doubt edly fit
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some where be tween the two ex tremes of the move ment.
This may ex plain the fact that less than 2% of this popu la -
tion were prose cuted un der anti-sod omy laws by the Na zis
(Cory and Le Roy es ti mate that “Fems” make up 5-15% of
male ho mo sexu als.  Cory and Le Roy:73).  Most of those
who were prose cuted can be shown to fit the pro file of the
“Fems.”  Kurt Hil ler, a rank ing mem ber of the SHC who
later suc ceeded Hirschfeld, “es ti mated that 75 per cent of
the male ho mo sexu als sym pa thized with the par ties of the
Right” (Jo hans son in Fried lander:233). 

In his in tro duc tion to The Men with the Pink Tri an gle,
the sup posed tes ti mony of a former pink tri an gle pris oner at 
the Flos sen burg con cen tra tion camp, trans la tor David
Fern bach con firms that the “Butch/Fem” con flict was at the 
heart of the Nazi ha tred of the “pink tri an gles.”  He writes,

Natu rally, in the para mili tary or gani za tion of the SA, Hit -
ler Youth, etc., even the elite SS, the forms of ho mo sexu -
al ity that are char ac ter is tic of such all- male bod ies were
as com mon as they al ways are...it was quite fun da men tal
to Nazi ide ol ogy that men were to be prop erly “mas cu -
line”...when male ho mo -
sexu al ity dis guises it self as
a cult of  “man li ness” and
vi ril ity, it is less ob nox ious
from the fas cist stand point
than is the sof ten ing of the
gen der di vi sion that ho mo -
sexu al ity in varia bly in -
volves when it is al lowed to
ex press it self freely (He -
ger:10f).

This, then, is the ex pla na -
tion for the para dox of the
Nazi per se cu tion of ho mo -
sexu als.  It is found in the his -
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tory of two ir rec on cil able phi loso phies linked by a com mon 
sex ual dys func tion.  The  roots of this con flict ex tend back
into the eight eenth cen tury and span a 70- year pe ri od which 
saw the rise of ho mo sex ual mili tancy in the move ment that
gave Na zism to the world.

One fi nal item bef ore we move to the next sec tion.  It
should by this time be ap par ent to the reader that les bi ans
did not have a ma jor part to play in Na zism, but they were
not com pletely ab sent from the Party.  Her zer writes that 
“Clau dia Schopp mann has re cently shown that prior to
1933, there were Nazi ad her ents among the lead ing les bi -
ans in the ho mo sex ual eman ci pa tion move ment.  As an ex -
am ple she names the case of Els beth Kill mer, a lead ing
edi tor of the most im por tant les bian pe ri odi cal of that time,
Die Fre undin, who was ac tive in the Nazi or gani za tion NS-
 Frauenschaft early on” (Her zer:221f).

Karl Hein rich Ul richs

The “grand fa ther” of the world “gay rights” move ment
was a ho mo sex ual Ger man law yer named Karl Hein rich
Ul richs (1825-1895).  At the age of 14, Ul richs was se duced 
by his rid ing in struc tor, a ho mo sex ual man about 30 years
old (Ken nedy in Pas cal:15).  Ob serv ers fa mil iar with the
ap par ently high cor re la tion be tween child hood sex ual
moles ta tion and adult ho mo sexu al ity might con clude that
this youth ful ex pe ri ence caused Ul richs to be come a ho mo -
sex ual.  Ul richs him self, how ever, ar rived at a he redi tary
rather than an en vi ron mental ex pla na tion for his con di tion.
In the 1860s Ul richs be gan ad vanc ing a the ory that de fined
ho mo sexu als as a third sex.  He pro posed that male ho mo -
sexu al ity could be at trib uted to a psycho- spiritual mix- up in 
which a man’s body came to be in hab ited by a woman’s
soul (and vice- versa for fe males). He called mem bers of
this third sex “Urnings” (male) and “Dail ings” (fe male).
Since ho mo sexu al ity was an in born con di tion, he rea soned,
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it should not be crimi nal -
ized. 

Al though Ul richs was
to be un suc cess ful in
chang ing the laws against
ho mo sexu al ity, his ef forts
did en cour age wide spread
po liti cal ac tiv ism. One
early fol lower, a Ger -
man-Hungarian writer
named Benkert (un der the
pseu do nym, Ka roly Maria
Kert beny), coined the term 
“ho mo sex ual” in an
anony mous open let ter to
the Prus sian Min is ter of
Jus tice in 1869 (Lau rit sen
and Thor stad:6). Steak ley writes that prior to this, ho mo -
sexu als were known as sodo mites, ped er asts, or “‘Kn abe -
nschaender’ (lit er ally, ‘boy -ravishers’)” (Steak ley:13). The 
first psy chi at ric study of homo sexu al ity in Ger many was
pub lished in 1869 as the result of Ul richs’ ef forts.  It ad vo -
cated the de crimi nali za tion of ho mo sexu al ity in fa vor of
medi cal treat ment (Ooster huis and Ken nedy:13).

Ul richs’ great est in tel lec tual im pact on his own gen -
eration came from his in ven tion of the term “Ura ni ans,”
which he in tro duced in 1862 as a new des ig na tion for
homo sexu als (both Urnings and Dail ings).  He took the
term from Pla to’s Sym po sium, in which ho mo sex ual ac tiv -
ity was said to fall un der the pro tec tion of the ninth muse,
Ura nia.  In the late 1800s Ger man ho mo sexu als fre quently
called them selves Ura ni ans, and a mili tant ho mo sex ual
slogan, “Ura ni ans of the world, unite!” be came popu lar
inter na tion ally (Rut ledge:41).  In the fol low ing quote Ul -
richs uses the term in his ex pla na tion of the “third sex”
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theory, and graphi cally il lus trates the men tal ity of the
“Fems”:

Apart from the wom anly di rec tion of our sex ual de sire, we 
Ura ni ans bear an other wom anly ele ment within us which,
it ap pears to me, of fers proof posi tive that na ture de vel -
oped the male germ within us physi cally but the fe male
spiri tu ally.  We bear this other wom anly ele ment from our
ear li est child hood on.  Our char ac ter, the way we feel, our
en tire tem pera ment is not manly, it is de cid edly wom anly.
This in ner wom anly ele ment is out wardly rec og niz able by 
our out wardly ap par ent wom anly na ture (Fee:37).

Ul richs was pub licly op posed to sa do maso chism and
pe do philia (per haps be cause of his own mo les ta tion as an
ado les cent).  He wrote against the con cept of “Greek love”
and con sid ered “sex ual at trac tion to the pre pu ber tal to be a
sick ness.”  In his at tempts to re peal Para graph 175 of the
Ger man Pe nal Code, Ul richs ad vo cated more strin gent
laws against pe do philia.  Ul richs’ con dem na tion of
man/boy sex, how ever, ex tended only to pre pu bes cent
boys.  As the fol low ing quote from his pub li ca tion For -
schun gen Ue ber das Raet sel der mann mann li chen Liebe
(“In ves ti ga tion of the Enigma of Ho mo sex ual Love”)
reveals, Ul richs was not op posed to sex be tween men and
boys who were “sexu ally ma ture.”

The Urning is not by a hair’s breadth any more dan ger ous
to im ma ture boys than the genu ine man is to im ma ture
girls.  For the rest, I gladly leave the child mo les ter to his
de served pun ish ment by the law.  Let the in teg rity of a
will- less mi nor be sa cred to every Urning.  I have no de -
fense for who ever touches it.  There fore, let the se duc tion
of im ma ture boys, I grant it com pletely, be a pun ish able
in de cent act (Ul richs:16).
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This dis tinc tion be tween ma ture and im ma ture boys
was lost on many who fol lowed the rise of the ho mo sex ual
move ment in Ger many.  For ex am ple, Frie drich Engels, in
a let ter to Karl Marx about a book Ul richs had writ ten, said,
“The ped er asts start count ing their num bers and dis cover
they are a pow er ful group in our state.  The only thing miss -
ing is an or gani za tion, but it seems to ex ist al ready, though
it is hid den” (Plant:38).  Engels con sid ers Ul richs a ped er -
ast de spite his ar bi trary age re stric tion for sex with boys.

Ul richs’ po liti cal ac tivi ties paved the way for a large
and pow er ful ho mo sex ual move ment which grew both in
num bers and in po liti cal and so cial in flu ence in pre- Nazi
Ger many.  Barely a  quar ter of a cen tury af ter his death in
1895, ho mo sexu al ity would be come openly wide spread in
the Ger many of the Wei mar Re pub lic era. Cit ies such as
Mu nich and Ber lin would be come in ter na tional Mec cas for
the prac ti tio ners of all forms of sex ual per ver sion. As
William Man ches ter ob served in  The Arms of Krupp
“Wil hel mine Kul ture's em pha sis on mas cu lin ity had
produced a gen era tion of per verts.  Abroad, sod omy was
deli cately known as ‘the Ger man vice’” (Man ches ter,
1968:232).

Sam uel Igra, a Ger man Jew who pub lished Ger many’s
Na tional Vice in 1945 (a study of ho mo sex ual in flu ences in
Ger many), com mented on the rise of ho mo sexu al ity af ter
the turn of the cen tury:

In Ger many these un natu ral vices be came a veri ta ble cult
among the rul ing classes. In 1891 the well- known Ger -
man psy chia trist, Krafft- Ebbing, one of the great pio -
neers in that branch of psycho- pathology, pub lished a
book en ti tled Psy cholo gia Sexu alis in which he de clared
that sex per ver sion in Ger many was alarm ingly on the in -
crease.  Com mis sioner Hans von Tresckow, who was
head of a spe cial branch of the Crimi nal Po lice De part -
ment in Berlin from 1905 to 1919, has pub lished the fol -
low ing in his mem oirs:
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I can con firm the state ment (made by Krafft- Ebbing)
that ho mo sexu al ist groups have been stead ily on the in -
crease in re cent dec ades, es pe cially in the big cit ies. At the 
pres ent time in Ber lin there are for cer tain more than one
hun dred th o u s a nd per sons who are ad dicts of this prac tice. 
They are closely banded to gether and even have their own
pa per, Die Fre und schaft, which ap pears regu larly and de -
fends their in ter ests" (Von Fuer sten and An deren Ster bli -
chen, by Hans von Tresckow, p. 110. F. Fon tane & Co.
Ber lin. 1922) [Igra:27f].

Mag nus Hirsch feld and the SHC

Ul richs’ suc ces sor Mag nus Hirsch feld was a promi nent
Jew ish phy si cian and ho mo sex ual.  Dr. Hirsch feld, along
with two other ho mo sexu als, Max Spohr and Erich Oberg,
joined to gether to form the Wissenschaftlich- Humanitaeres 
Komitee (“Sci en tific-Humanitarian Com mit tee”). As we

have noted, the SHC was dedi -
cated to two goals: 1) to carry
on Ul richs’ phi loso phy and
works and 2) to work for the
le git i mi za tion of ho mo sex -
uality by the Ger man pub li c
via the re peal of Para graph
175, the Ger man law which
crimi nal ized ho mo sex ual
conduct (Steakley:23f).  Ho -
mo sexu al ist his to rian Rich ard
Plant writes,

It would be hard to over es ti mate Hirsch feld’s im por -
tance...He be came the leader of sev eral psy cho logi cal and
medi cal or gani za tions, the founder of a unique in sti tute
for sex ual re search...He also founded the ‘Yea rbook for
In ter sex ual Vari ants,’ which he ed ited un til 1923 (Plant:
28-29).
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Hirschfeld was orig i nally com mit ted to Ulrichs’ “third
sex” the ory but he later aban doned this idea.  Still,
Hirschfeld re mained true to many of the rest of Ulrichs’
the o ries, build ing upon them through the work of the Sci en -
tific-Humanitarian Com mit tee, whose ef forts he di rected
to ward the po lit i cal goal of de crim i nal iz ing ho mo sex u al ity. 
Hirschfeld coined the term “trans ves tite,” which has be -
come the ac cepted la bel for both men and women who
com pul sively cos tume them selves as mem bers of the op po -
site sex (J. Katz:210).

The SHC cir cu lated pe ti tions among Ger man in tel lec -
tu als and pol i ti cians call ing for the ab o li tion of Para graph
175. Due to Hirschfeld’s ground work in cre at ing a pos i tive
pub lic im age, these pe ti tion ing ef forts met with in creas ing
suc cess.  But for all the ap pear ance of dig nity and sci en tific
im par tial ity which it dis played to Ger man so ci ety, the SHC
of fered a far dif fer ent per spec tive to those who saw it from
within.  Hans Blueher, whose con tri bu tion to the Ger man
ho mo sex ual move ment is chron i cled later in this study,
once vis ited Hirschfeld at the SHC.  The meet ing was pre -
cip i tated by Hirschfeld’s of fer to write the fore word to
Blueher’s book de scrib ing ho mo sex u al ity in the
Wandervoegel.  Blueher writes,

I was led into the study of the “Wise Man of Ber lin” (as
he was called)...Sit ting on a silk- covered fau teuil, legs
un der him like a Turk, was an in di vid ual with bloated lips 
and cun ning, dimly cov et ing eyes who of fered me a
fleshy hand and in tro duced him self as Dr. Hirsch -
feld...[Later in a meet ing of the SHC] the first to greet me
was a cor po ral with a deep bass voice; he was, how ever,
wear ing women’s clothes... “A so- called trans ves tite!”
com mented Dr. Hirsch feld, whose nick name was “Aunt
Mag ne sia,” and in tro duced us...Then a most beau ti ful
youth ap peared..."A her maph ro dite!" said Hirsch feld.
“Why don’t you come to me dur ing my of fice hours to -
mor row, you can see him na ked then”...An older gen tle -

THE PINK SWASTIKA                                  49



man in his six ties...re cited a poem...to a six teen year old
youth, full of yearn ing...I turned to Lau rent, who was the
only kin dred spirit in this pack of le murs, “Tell me, ha -
ven’t you no ticed that we’re in a down right brothel here?”
(Blueher in Mills:160f).

Blueher’s dis gust with Hirschfeld and the SHC was rep -
re sen ta tive of the at ti tude of the mas cu line ho mo sex ual
camp.  But at this stage of the con flict, the “Fems” were
fully in con trol and en joyed what sup port there was in Ger -
man so ci ety for the ho mo sex ual po lit i cal cause.  The SHC’s 
“sci en tific” fo cus lent an air of le git i macy to its po lit i cal
goals that the mas cu line group could not achieve.  Yet it
was a strat egy that would ul ti mately back fire on the
“Fems.”  So ci ol o gist Da vid Greenberg writes that Ulrichs’
third-sex the ory “was a con tro ver sial strat egy among Ger -
man ho mo sex ual ac tiv ists; those in the anti-feminist wing
of the move ment viewed male ho mo sex u al ity as an ex pres -
sion of male su pe ri or ity and con sid ered the
Ulrichs-Hirschfeld po si tion in sult ing” (Greenberg: 410).

Hoping to use the ar gu ment that ho mo sex u al ity is con -
gen i tal to jus tify its de crim i nal iza tion, Hirschfeld tried des -
per ately to le git i mize his “third-sex” the ory and
ho mo sex u al ity gen er ally (ibid.:410).  He formed the Sex
Re search In sti tute of Berlin, which opened its doors on July 
1, 1919.  It’s pur pose was in part to pro vide le gal ser vices
for men ar rested for vi o lat ing Para graph 175 but also to le -
git i mize the view of ho mo sex u al ity as a med i cal con di tion
(Bi anco:64).  In that same year, Hirschfeld pro duced the
first pro-homosexual film “An ders als die Andern” (Dif fer -
ent from the Others) in which he ap peared briefly (ibid.).

The Sex  Re search In sti tute, housed in a Berlin man sion 
pur chased by Hirschfeld, as sim i lated the SHC’s mas sive
col lec tion of books, pho to graphs and med i cal doc u ments
and be gan a cam paign to make it self “re spect able” in Ger -
man so ci ety.  Ac cord ing to Plant, “at tend ing phy si cians of -
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fered var i ous kinds of sex ual coun sel ing...treated peo ple
for ve ne real dis eases...[and gave] ad vice on abor tion pro ce -
dures.”  The fact that many Nazi lead ers were treated at the
Sex Re search In sti tute led the In sti tute’s As sis tant Di rec tor, 
Lud wig L. Lenz, to con clude that its de struc tion by the Na -
zis in 1933 was for the pur pose of de stroy ing ev i dence of
Nazi per ver sions (see above). 

For many years the Sci en tific-Humanitarian Com mit -
tee was the larg est and most in flu en tial ho mo sex ual or ga ni -
za tion in the Ger man “gay rights” move ment.  In 1914, it
had one thou sand mem bers (Steakley:60).  But ho mo sex u -
al ity in Ger many was much more prev a lent than the size of
the mem ber ship of the SHC would sug gest.  Not sur pris -
ingly, one of the early goals of the SHC was to find out how
many ho mo sex u als there were in the Ger man pop u la tion.
In what may have been the world’s first sur vey of its kind,
the SHC dis trib uted 6611 ques tion naires to Berlin stu dents
and fac tory work ers in 1903.  The re sults were pub lished
the fol low ing year in the Jahrbuch (“Year book”) and
showed that 2.2% of the Ger man male pop u la tion ad mit ted
to be ing ho mo sex ual (ibid.:33).

The New Hel lenes

At the same time that Ul richs and Hirsch feld were
prom ul gat ing their theo ries of male ho mo sexu al ity as an
ex pres sion of femi nin ity, a ri val group of ho mo sexu als was
reach ing into an tiq uity for its own “mas cu line” phi loso phy. 
As ho mo sex ual scholar Hu bert Ken nedy writes in
Man/Boy Love in the Writ ings of Karl Hein rich Ul richs:

Hap pily, some boy- lovers were al ready speak ing out in
op po si tion to Hirsch feld in Ber lin at the be gin ning of this
cen tury...[Der Ge mein schaft] Der Ei gene, mostly bi sex -
ual and/or boy- lovers, op posed the “third sex” view of
ho mo sexu al ity.  See ing the “love of friends” as a mas cu -
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line vir tue, they urged a re birth of the Greek ideal (Ken -
nedy:17f).

This “Greek ideal” was a cul ture of pederastic male su -
prem acy.  Male ho mo sex u al ity, es pe cially be tween men
and boys, was con sid ered a vir tue in Hel lenic (Greek) so ci -
ety.  In sev eral  of his Di a logues, Plato serves as an apol o -
gist for ped er asty, and ap par ently con sid ered man/boy sex
to be su pe rior to het ero sex ual re la tions.  As au thor Eva
Cantarella notes in Bi sex u al ity in the An cient World,
“Plato makes clear in the Sym po sium that it was per fectly
ac cept able to court a lad, and ad mi ra ble to win him...Ped er -
asty did not lurk in the shad ows of Greek life, it was out in
the open” (Greenberg:148, 151). Cantarella re views the lit -
er a ture of the pe riod, in clud ing Plato’s writ ings.  She writes 
that Plato de vel oped a the ory “of the ex is tence of two dif -
fer ent types of love: the love in spired by the heav enly Aph -
ro dite, and the love in spired by the com mon Aph ro dite.”
Only “pederastic court ship,” notes Cantarella, re flected the
“heav enly” form of love (Cantarella:59).  In his Sym po -
sium, Plato ex pounds this the ory:

[Ho mo sex ual] boys and lads are the best of their gen era -
tion, be cause they are the most manly.  Some peo ple say
they are shame less, but they are wrong.  It is not shame -
less ness which in spires their be hav ior, but high spirit and
man li ness and vi ril ity, which leads them to wel come the
so ci ety of their own kind.  A strik ing proof of this is that
such boys alone, when they reach ma tur ity en gage in
pub li c life.  When they grow to be men, they be come lov -
ers of boys, and it re quires the com pul sion of con ven tion
to over come their natu ral dis in cli na tion to mar riage and
pro crea tion; they are quite con tent to live with one an -
other un wed (ibid.:60).

Cantarella writes that “[t]he gen der which at tracted and
tempted Soc ra tes was the male sex” as well.  She cites an -
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other of Plato’s di a logues in which Soc ra tes falls in love
with Cydias, a school boy, pro claim ing “[I] caught fire, and
could pos sess my self no lon ger” (ibid.:56ff).  

Vol taire may have had both of these men  in mind when
he once re marked of the pro pen sity of clas si cal phi los o -
phers, “Once, a phi los o pher, twice, a sod om ite!” (Grant,
1993:28).  To be fair, how ever, the char ac ter iza tions of
Plato and Soc ra tes as ped er asts  is hotly con tested by many
his to ri ans.  

In the de fense of the phi los o phers it must be noted that
Plato, whose writ ings pro vide our only ev i dence for spec u -
lat ing on the life of ei ther man, wrote mostly in di a logue.  It
is thus dif fi cult to know to what ex tent he agreed with the
ideas ex pressed by his char ac ters. It should also be noted
here that in is last work, the Laws, Plato as serted the value
of the fam ily and the moral wrong ness of ho mo sex u al ity
(Laws: 841A-841D).  Still,  based on the fact that ho mo sex -
ual ped er asty was widely prac ticed and ac cepted in Greece
and that Plato based The Re pub lic (his vi sion of “uto pian”
so ci ety -- ad dressed later in this book) upon the Spar tan ho -
mo sex ual mil i tary cult,  the au thors be lieve that in his ear -
lier life Plato was at least an apol o gist for ped er asty and
may in deed have prac ticed this per ver sion him self.

What re mains most rel e vant to this study (and is con -
firmed by Plato) is that the Greek mil i tary es tab lish ment
en thu si as ti cally em braced ho mo sex u al ity.  Here we find
the model for the new Hel lenes -- an ultramasculine, male
su prem a cist, ho mo erotic war rior cult.  The ar mies of
Thebes, Sparta and Crete were each ex am ples of this phe -
nom e non (as are the mod ern Islamist ter ror groups).
Cantarella notes that the an cient his to rian, Plu tarch of
Chaeronea (50-120 A.D.) wrote of “the sa cred bat tal ion” of 
Thebans made up of 150 male ho mo sex ual pairs
(Cantarella:72), and of the leg end ary Spar tan army, which
in ducted all twelve-year-old boys into mil i tary ser vice
where they were “en trusted to lov ers cho sen among the best 
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men of adult age.”  Plu -
tarch also re ports of a
Cretan mil i tary in duc -
tion rit ual in which boys
were ab duc ted and sex u -
ally en slaved for a pe -
riod of two months by
adult ped er asts be fore
re ceiv ing their “mil i tary
kit” (ibid.:7).  This last
per ver sion un doubt edly
in spired or was in spired
by the Greek myth of
Ganymede.  Au thor Ja -
son Berry sheds some
light on this ap par ent
der i va tion:

Cer tain gods prac ticed
man- boy love as did the bi- sexual male ar is toc racy; the
ar mies of The bes and Sparta were charged with ho mo -
sexu al ity as a fire of the male power drive.  Pa gans in the
late [Ro man] Em pire adu lated gods like Zeus, who ab -
ducted and raped Ga ny mede — a liv ing myth that one
phi loso pher de nounced for in flu enc ing those men who
ran “mar ket places of im mor al ity and...in fa mous re sorts
for the young for every kind of cor rupt pleas ure”
(Berry:200f).

 It is pos si ble that the term “gay” is de rived from this
mythi cal Greek fig ure, Ga ny mede, cup- bearer of the gods,
who ex em pli fied the con cept of man/boy sex to the mas cu -
line ho mo sexu als. The Brit ish term “cata mite,” mean ing
the sub mis sive part ner in a male ho mo sex ual re la tion ship,
is de rived from the Ro man ver sion of Ga ny mede, Cata mi -
tus . The terms “gay” and “les bian” (the lat ter de rived from
the name of the Isle of Les bos in Greece) even tu ally re -
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placed the terms Urning and Dail ing as the names of choice 
for ho mo sexu als.

In an cient Greece, as in the mas cu line ho mo sex ual fac -
tion in Ger many, only the mas cu line form of ho mo sexu al -
ity was es teemed and all things femi nine were de spised.
The form of ho mo sexu al ity which domi nated Greek cul ture 
was ul tramas cu line and mili ta ris tic. It can be as sumed that
women, as well as men who iden ti fied with wom anly traits
and think ing, were con sid ered natu rally in fe rior to the elite
ped er asts. Can tar ella writes that Plato, in Ti maues, went so
far as to theo rize that women were the re in car na tions of
men who had “lived badly” in a pre vious life
(Cantarella:58).

As we will see, the re vival of Hel lenic pa gan ism be -
came a fun da men tal as pect of the Nazi iden tity. In Na tion -
al ism and Sexu al ity, his to rian George L. Mosse notes its
sig nifi cance: “The Greek youth, an im por tant na tional sym -
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bol in the past, reigned su preme dur ing the Third Reich.
Hit ler’s own taste was in flu enced by the neo- classical re -
vival...[which of ten in cluded] pic tures of nude youth...not
un like those of boys bath ing” (Mosse:172). But the Na zis
adopted more than just sym bol ism from the “boy- lovers”
who re as serted the Greek ideal; their ideas and phi loso phies 
are in deli bly stamped on the Nazi re gime.

The in flu ence of the Greek ho mo sexu als on Nazi cul -
ture is per haps ex plained best by con tem po rary Ger man
psy cho ana lyst, Wil helm Reich in his 1933 clas sic, The
Mass Psy chol ogy of Fas cism:   

Among the an cient Greeks, whose writ ten his tory does
not be gin un til pa tri ar chy has reached a state of full de vel -
op ment, we find the fol low ing sex ual or gani za tion: male
su prem acy...and along with this the wives lead ing an en -
slaved and wretched ex is tence and fig ur ing solely as birth 
ma chines.  The male su prem acy of the Pla tonic era is en -
tirely ho mo sex ual...The same prin ci ple gov erns the fas -
cist ide ol ogy of the male strata of Nazi lead ers (Bluher,
Roehm, etc.).  For the fas cists, there fore, the re turn of
natu ral sexu al ity is viewed as a sign of deca dence, la civi -
ous ness, lech ery, and sex ual filth...the fas cists ...af firm
the most se vere form of pa tri ar chy and ac tu ally re ac ti vate 
the sex ual life of the Pla tonic era in their fa mil ial form of
liv ing...Ro sen berg and Bluher [the lead ing Nazi ide olo -
gists] rec og nize the state solely as a male state or gan ized
on a ho mo sex ual ba sis (Reich:91ff).

The Clash of Cultures

A key to un der stand ing the cause of the Ger man so cial
col lapse, which cul mi nated in the atroci ties of the Third
Reich, is found in the con flict of Hel lenic and He brew (Ju -
deo-Chris tian) value sys tems.  This war of phi loso phies, as
old as West ern civi li za tion it self, pits the ho moeroti cism of
the Greeks against the marriage- and- family- centered het -
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ero sexu al ity of the Jews. Johansson and Percy write of this
con flict from the ho mo sexu al ist per spec tive:

While the Greeks cul ti vated paid er as teia as a fun da men -
tal in sti tu tion of male so ci ety and at trib ute of gods and he -
ros, in two cen tu ries, un der Per sian rule (538-332 B.C.),
Bib li cal Ju da ism came to re ject and pe nal ize male ho mo -
sexu al ity in all forms. Jew ish re lig ious con scious ness
deeply in ter nal ized this ta boo, which be came a dis tinc tive
fea ture of Ju daic sex ual mo ral ity, set ting the wor ship pers
of the god of Is rael apart from the gen tiles whose idols
they de spised. This di ver gence set the stage for the con -
fron ta tion be tween Ju da ism and Hel lenism (Jo hans son
and Percy:34).

     In im ply ing that the re jec tion of ho mo sexu al ity by
the Jews be gan in this time pe ri od, Jo hans son and Percy ig -
nore the Bib li cal rec ord, but they are cor rect that the Jews’
op po si tion to ho mo sexu al ity was a cen tral fac tor in their
hos til ity to the Greeks.  They con tinue (some what bit terly),
de scrib ing the con text in which the first clash of these value 
sys tems oc curred:

At the heart of the “sod omy de lu sion” lies the Ju daic re -
jec tion of Hel lenism and paid er as teia, one of the dis tinc -
tive fea tures of the cul ture brought by the Greek
con quer ors of Asia Mi nor.  It is a fun da men tal, ine luc ta ble 
clash of val ues within what was des tined to be come West -
ern civi li za tion.  Only in the Mac cabean era did the op po -
si tion to Hel leni za tion and eve ry thing Hel lenic lead to the
in tense, vir tu ally para noid ha tred and con dem na tion of
male ho mo sexu al ity, a ha tred that Ju da ism be queathed to
the nas cent Chris tian church (ibid.:36).

In his ar ti cle “Ho mo sex u al ity and the Maccabean Re -
volt,” Cath o lic scholar Pat rick G. D. Riley also iden ti fies
ho mo sex u al ity as the fo cal point of con flict be tween the
Jews and the Greeks.  The Greek King, Antiochus, had or -
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dered that all the na tions of his em pire be “welded... into a
sin gle peo ple” (Riley:14).  This cre ated a cri sis for the
Jews, forc ing them to choose be tween faith ful ness to Bib li -
cal com mand ments (at the risk of mar tyr dom) and  par tic i -
pa tion in a range of des e cra tions from “the sac ri fic ing of
pigs and the wor ship ing of idols, to ‘leav ing their sons
uncircumsized, and pros ti tut ing them selves to all kinds of
im pu rity and abom i na tion’ (1 Macc. 1:49-51)” (ibid.:14).

The Greeks also built one of their gym na sia in Je ru sa -
lem, which “at tracted the no blest young men of Is rael...sub -
du ing them un der the petaso”  (em pha sis ours -- 2 Macc.
4:12).  In the tra di tional Latin trans la tion the above phrase
is ren dered “to put in broth els” (Riley:15).   The gymnasia
were no to ri ous through out the an cient world for their as so -
ci a tion with ho mo sex ual prac tices.  In fact, Flaceliere con -
cludes from Plu tarch’s writ ings that from the be gin ning of
its ac cep tance in Greece,  “the de vel op ment of ho mo sex u -
al ity was con nected to the rise of gym na sia...[which usu ally 
con tained] not only a statue or Her mes, but also one of
Eros” (Flaceliere:65).  

The ten sions which led to the Jew ish re volt were ex ac -
er bated when the Jew ish high priest, a Hel le nist him self, of -
fered a sac ri fice to Heracles (Her cu les), who was a Greek
sym bol of ho mo sex u al ity.  Riley adds, “The Jew ish tem ple
it self be came the scene of pa gan sac ri fi cial meals and sex -
ual or gies [in clud ing ho mo sex u al ity].”  The fi nal in sult (for
which Antiochus is iden ti fied in the Bi ble as the ar che type
of the antichrist) “was the in stal la tion in the tem ple of a pa -
gan sym bol, pos si bly a rep re sen ta tion of Zeus [Baal], called 
by a sar donic pun ‘the abom i na tion of des o la tion’”
(Riley.:16).

I n  t h e  e n  su  ing  re  l i  g ious  re  v o l t ,  the
Maccabees  “pre served what would be come the moral
char ter of Chris ten dom, just as in de fend ing mar riage they
saved what would be the very ma te rial of its con struc tion,
namely, the fam ily” (ibid.:17).  Yet, though they pre served
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the Judeo-Chris tian sex ual ethic, the Maccabees did not
van quish Greek phi los o phy as a ri val so cial force.  Of the
two ir rec on cil able be lief sys tems, the Judeo-Christian one
would pre vail, al low ing the de vel op ment of what we know
to day as West ern cul ture; yet Hel le nism sur vived.    

Adolf Brand and the “Com mu nity of the Elite”

One of the ear li est lead ers of the mas cu line ho mo sex ual 
counter- movement in Ger many, him self a Hel le nist, was
Adolf Brand. In 1896, one year bef ore Mag nus Hirsch feld
formed the Scientific- Humanitarian Com mit tee, young
Adolf Brand be gan pub lish ing the world’s first ho mo sex ual 

se rial pub li ca tion,
Der Ei gene (“The
Elite”). [The word
Eigene, eye'- gen-
 eh, can be roughly
trans lated “queer,”
which may shed
some light on the
deri va tion of this
term in Eng lish, but
we have cho sen the
trans la tion used
most of ten by his to -
ri ans be cause it em -
pha sizes the elit ist
phi loso phy of Der
Eigene's au thors.]
   Be sides be ing
mili tantly pro-
 homosexual, Der
Eigene was rac ist,
na tion al is tic and
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anti- Semitic. Mosse writes, 

The use of ra cism to gain re spect abil ity was a con stant
theme of the first  ho mo sex ual jour nal in Ger many, Der
Ei gene...Even bef ore the pa per pub lished a sup ple ment
called Rasse und schon heit (Race and Beauty) in 1926,
Ger manic themes had in formed much of its fic tion, as
well as im ages of na ked boys and young men pho to -
graphed against a back ground of Ger manic na ture. One
poem, writ ten by Brand him self and en ti tled, “The Su per -
man,” praised man li ness, con demned femi nin ity, and
toyed with anti-Semitism, ap par ently be cause of the po -
et’s quar rel with Mag nus Hirsch feld, a ri val for lead er -
ship of the ho mo sex ual rights move ment (Mosse:42). 

Brand’s stated mar ket for Der Eigene was men who
“thirst for a re vival of Greek times and Hel lenic stan dards
of beauty af ter cen tu ries of Chris tian bar ba rism” (Brand in
Oosterhuis and Ken nedy:3). 

In 1903 Brand was briefly jailed as a child por nog ra -
pher for pub lish ing pic tures of nude boys in the mag a zine,
but nev er the less Der Eigene re mained in pub li ca tion un til
1931, peak ing at over 150,000 sub scrip tions dur ing the
years of the Weimar Re pub lic [1919-1933] (Mosse:42). In
ad di tion to Der Eigene, Brand pub lished a sa tir i cal jour nal
Die Tante (”The Fairy” or “The Auntie”) which of ten rid i -
culed Hirschfeld and his as sis tants (Oosterhuis and Ken -
nedy:6).

On May 1, 1902, Brand and two ped er asts,
Wil helm Jansen and Ben e dict Friedlander, formed the
Gemeinschaft der Eigenen (“Com mu nity of the Elite”). Its
lead ing the o rist was Friedlander (1866-1908), au thor of Re -
nais sance des Eros Uranios (“Re nais sance of Ura nian
Erot ica”), a 1904 pub li ca tion which fea tured a pic ture of a
Greek youth on the cover. Friedlander wrote that the Com -
mu nity wanted to carry out the goals of the les bian and rad i -
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cal fem i nist Dr. Helene Stocker who wanted Ger man
so ci ety to re vert to pa gan val ues. Friedlander writes, 

The posi tive goal...is the re vival of Hel lenic chiv alry and
its rec og ni tion by so ci ety. By chi val ric love we mean in
par ticu lar close friend ships be tween youths and even
more par ticu larly the bonds be tween men of une qual ages 
(B. Fried lander:259).  

Ac cord ing to James Steak ley in The Ho mo sex ual Eman ci -
pa tion Move ment in Ger many:

 The Com mu nity looked to an cient Greece and Ren -
aissance It aly as model civi li za tions and ar gued that
Chris tian as ceti cism was re spon si ble for the de mise of
ho mo sex ual re la tions. Fried lander, who was mar ried, ad -
vo cated pe do phile re la tions com bined with fam ily life,
and Brand con trasted his jour nal with Hirsch feld‘s Jahr -
buch by say ing he
wanted to show “more
of the Hel lenic side of
things” (Steak ley:43).

Steak ley goes on to
show how the Com mu -
nity sup ported the work
of Eli sar von Kupf fer, a
“Butch” ho mo sex ual and
an ad vo cate of “Greek
love,” who strongly at -
tacked the Scientific-
 Humanitarian Com mit -
tee as pseudo- scientific
(Steak ley:46). 

In Ho mo sexu al ity and Male Bond ing in Pre- Nazi Ger -
many , Ooster huis and Ken nedy write that “Kuppfer stated
in a let ter of 25 De cem ber 1925 to Brand that the word ‘h -
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om ose xual’ was re pug nant to him, be cause it re minded him 
of the ‘fai ries’ in Hirsch feld's Com mit tee, and he re quested
Brand never to men tion his name in such a con text”
(Ooster huis and Ken nedy:34).

Fried lander de scribed het ero sexu als and ef femi nate ho -
mo sexu als as Kum mer lings (puny be ings). The Ulrichs-
 Hirschfeld school be lieved that both ho mo sexu al ity and
het ero sexu al ity were equal and le giti mate forms of sex ual
love. How ever, the Brand-Friedlander school be lieved that
eros (sex ual love) had a ris ing scale of worth, with het ero -
sexu al ity at the bot tom and ped er asty at the top. Steak ley
writes, “For the Com mu nity, how ever, het ero sex ual re la -
tions were rele gated to purely pro crea tive ends and the
esthetic su pe ri or ity of pe do phile re la tions was as serted”
(Steak ley:46). In other words, het ero sexu als were val ued
only as “breed ers.” 

Friedlander also quoted from Gus tov Jager who ar gued
that, in con trast to the “Fems,” mas cu line ho mo sexu als
were Ue ber maen ner (su per men), su pe rior to het ero sexu als
be cause they were even more mas cu line (Ooster huis and
Ken nedy:87). Some of the ped er asts of the Com mu nity of
the Elite did not con sid er them selves ho mo sexu als at all,
de clar ing the “love of friends” and ho mo sexu al ity two dif -
fer ent phe nom ena (ibid.:86). 

Friedlander for a time was a mem ber of both the Com -
mu nity of the Elite and the SHC. A re view of his ar ti cles
writ ten for the SHC re veal that he en deav ored to con vince
the mem bers of the group that they were not go ing far
enough: the SHC sim ply wanted the “right to pri vacy,” but
the Com mu nity of the Elite wanted a com plete trans for ma -
tion of Ger many from a Ju deo-Chris tian so ci ety to a
Greco- Uranian one. But the lead er ship of the SHC was
never con vinced. The two phi loso phies were just too dif fer -
ent. In 1906 Fried lander left the SHC and, hop ing to dis -
credit Hirsch feld, strongly hinted that Hirsch feld and other
lead ers of the SHC had mis man aged the Com mit tee’s
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funds. But this was not the real rea son for his de par ture.
Steak ley writes, 

The mem ber ship of the Com mu nity re al ized that the
Com mit tee's pe ti tion, which called for the le gali za tion of
same- sex re la tions only be tween those over the age of
six teen, ne glected their in ter ests. They were also af -
fronted by Hirsch feld's per sonal ef femi nacy and his
sweep ing clas si fi ca tion of all ho mo sexu als in one cate -
gory [as “Fems”] (Steak ley:47f).

    

Af ter his falling- out with Hirsch feld and the lead ers of
the SHC, Fried lander con tin ued to try to sway its mem bers
re gard ing ped er asty as well as to at tract its fi nan cial sup -
port ers to the Com mu nity of the Elite. In 1907, Fried lander
pub lished an ar ti cle in Der Ei gene with a long but re veal ing
ti tle: “Mem oirs for the Friends and Con tribu tors of the
Scientific- Humanitarian Com mit tee in the Name of the
Suc ces sion of the Scientific- Humanitarian Com mit tee.” In
the ar ti cle, Fried lander said that the Greek “love of youth”
(ped er asty) was the cause of Para graph 175. He said that the 
law was not en acted be cause of men, but rather be cause of
their jeal ous wives and mis tresses who viewed young boys
“as a kind of un fair com pe ti tion” (Jour nal of Ho mo sexu al -
ity, Jan.-Feb. 1991). In the same ar ti cle Fried lander writes, 

Let us just un der stand that no one can be a good edu ca tor
who does not love his pu pils! And let us not lie to our -
selves that in love the so- called “spiri tual” ele ment can
ever be com pletely de tached from its physio logi cal foun -
da tion. It is an eter nal ver ity: only a good ped er ast can be
a com plete peda gogue (Fried lander in Oooster huis and
Ken nedy:77ff).

Bene dict Fried lander died in 1908 at the age of 42, but
his in flu ence on the Ger man ho mo sex ual move ment en -
dured. In 1934, just one year af ter Adolf Hit ler came to
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power, a man named Kurt HildeBrandt ech oed Fried lan -
der’s views in a book ti tled Norm En tar tung Ver fall (“Ideal
- De gen era tion - Ruin”). In 1934 HildeBrandt was a leader
in the So ci ety for Hu man Rights (SHR), a spinoff of the
Com mu nity of the Elite. He re ferred to Fried lander as his
“mas ter” and as serted that Greek ped er asty had led to “an
en hance ment of mas cu lin ity” (Steak ley:49). In Norm En -
tar tung Ver fall, HildeBrandt pres ents the Brand-
Friedlander the ory that mas cu line ho mo sexu als are the
ideal; a mas ter race of be ings, and that ef femi nate ho mo -
sexu als are, in fact, de gen era tions of the ideal. HildeBrandt
de clares that the mas cu line type is the one that “Na ture” in -
tended to rule the world, but that the ef femi nate types were
freaks of na ture who would bring any Hel lenic so ci ety to
de struc tion. HildeBrandt writes, 

It is in com pre hen si ble that these forms should be con fused 
with that type of ho mo sexu al ity about which such a ruckus 
is made to day. The lat ter arises con trar ily in groups of ef -
femi nate men; it coun ter acts mili tary and in tel lec tual
man li ness...and is cer tain of ruin (HildeBrandt :207).

In many ways it is Fried lan der’s the ory of ho mo sexu al -
ity that we see im ple mented in the poli cies of the Na zis. Al -
though there were ob vi ous ex cep tions made for po liti cal
rea sons, there is evi dence to sug gest that only the ef femi -
nate ho mo sexu als were mis treated un der the Nazi re gime -- 
and usu ally at the hands of mas cu line ho mo sexu als. (We
will con sid er the in tern ment of “Roehm’s Aven gers” --
“Butch” ho mo sexu als of the SA in terned  in the wake of the
Roehm purge -- in a later sec tion).  Some his to ri ans, such as 
James Steak ley, see Fried lander's in flu ence in Adolf
Hitler’s own phi loso phy of ho mo sexu al ity as well. Steak -
ley writes, 

Hit ler, on the other hand, was the Nazi vi sion ary...and
there is a truly strik ing af fin ity be tween his views on ho -
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mo sexu al ity and those of Fried lander and [Hans] Bluher.
These male su prema cists wanted to cre ate a new Hel las
peo pled by strong, na ked, but chaste men, in spired by
hero ism and ca pa ble of lead er ship (Steak ley:119).

The Rift Widens

It is clear that Adolf Brand's Com mu nity of the Elite
wanted noth ing to do with Ul richs’ the ory of an ima mu lie -
bris in cor pore vi rili in clusa (“a fe male soul con fined in a
male body”). They per ceived them selves as fully mas cu line 
and de spised eve ry thing fe male and ef femi nate. For many
years, Ul richs’ “Fem” fac tion had domi nated the Ger man
ho mo sex ual move ment. But dur ing this time, the rift be -
tween the “Butches” and the “Fems” grew in creas ingly
wider as the re vival of Hel lenic pa gan val ues be gan to
trans form Ger man so ci ety.

As early as 1908, Hirsch feld wrote that the scan dals and 
di vi sion of opin ion be tween the “Butches” and “Fems” was 
dam ag ing the ho mo sex ual cause in Ger many. He criti cized
the Com mu nity of the Elite for be ing anti- feminist. In 1914, 
re flect ing the in crease of ten sions, Hirsch feld char ac ter ized 
the Com mu nity of the Elite as “ex ag ger ated side- currents”
and “fa nat ics” (Ooster huis and Ken nedy:24f). At this point
Hirsch feld still con trolled the move ment, but some where
be tween 1914 and 1920 the “Butches” be came a se ri ous po -
liti cal force them selves. In 1920, they formed the So ci ety
for Hu man Rights. The ti tle seems to lay claim to what had
be come the Scientific- Humanitarian Com mittee’s trade -
mark: po liti cal ac tiv ism un der the ban ner of “gay rights.”
Two years later the new SHR pub lished the fol low ing, now
mili tant, call to arms: 

We no longer want only a few sci en tists [i.e., Hirsch feld
et al.] strug gling for our cause, we want to dem on strate
our strength our selves. Here we stand, de mand ing that
which is our right — and who would dare chal lenge us?
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For this rea son we must work stead ily and eve ry one must
take their part in our work. No ho mo sex ual should be ab -
sent -- rich or poor, worker or scholar, dip lo mat or busi -
ness man. We can not de prive our selves of any sup port.
There fore join us, swell our ranks bef ore it is too late. At
Easter we must show whether we have de vel oped into a
fight ing or gani za tion or just a so cial club. He who does
not march with us is against us (Steak ley:76f).

    

Here we can see the mili ta ris tic tone of the “Butch” fac -
tion and sense its ea ger ness to wrest con trol of the move -
ment from the SHC. Jona than Katz rec ords, in Gay
Ameri can His tory, that “[the SHR be came] the larg est of
the Gay groups in Ger many dur ing the 1920s, one that
aimed at be ing a ‘mass’ or gani za tion, and it criti cized
Hirsch feld’s sci en tific ap proach” (J. Katz:632). Bear in
mind that these were also the early years of the Nazi Party,
an or gani za tion which shared some found ing mem bers with 
the SHR. In creas ingly, the Nazi Party be came the ve hi cle
with which the “Butches” op posed Hirsch feld. In July of
1927, af ter a Nazi Party mem ber made a speech at tack ing
the SHC, Hirsch feld wrote in the SHC news let ter, “We fur -
ther feel obliged to ur gently re quest of our nu mer ous mem -
bers in the Na tional So cial ist Ger man Work ers Party...that
they vig or ously call their dele gates [to the Reichstag] to or -
der” (Steak ley:91). The rather des per ate tone of
Hirschfeld’s com plaint re flects the re al ity that his fac tion
had by this time lost con trol.

To some ex tent, the ho mo sexu als of the SHC may have
brought on them selves the later wrath of the Na zis. In the
1920s and 30s the po liti cal ene mies of the Na zis used the
Na zis’ ho mo sex ual scan dals against them, hurt ing the par -
ty’s ef fort to gain le giti macy. Sto ries were printed in the
news pa pers con tain ing “in side” in for ma tion about ho mo -
sex ual ac tivi ties among the Nazi lead ers. The most note -
wor thy ex am ple of this tac tic was when docu men ta tion of
Ernst Roehm’s pro cliv ity for boys, in the form of hand writ -
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ten let ters from Roehm him self, was leaked to the So cial
Demo crat news pa pers (Ooster huis and Ken nedy:239n). 

The So cial Demo crat Party, of course, was the home of
many of the ef femi nate ho mo sexu als, which the Na zis well
knew. It is likely that they sus pected some of the in side in -
for ma tion against them had come from Hirsch feld’s camp.
This was proba bly an ac cu rate sur mise. Steak ley writes that 
“Hirsch feld was later sorely dis cred ited within the ho mo -
sex ual com mu nity of Ger many when it was re vealed that he 
at least oc ca sion ally ‘leaked’ in for ma tion on ho mo sexu als
to the press” (Steak ley:64).

This may help to ex plain why the Na zis bore such en -
mity against the “Fems,” and why they tar geted cer tain of
these ho mo sexu als for per se cu tion. How ever, the Na zis
needed no spe cial jus ti fi ca tion for re venge. The fact that the 
SHC had made op po si tion to ped er asty an es sen tial tenet of
their po liti cal strat egy was enough. Though not a Nazi, the
“Butch” ho mo sex ual poet, Ste fan George, summed up the
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at ti tude of the anti- Hirschfeld camp, say ing, “It should be
ap par ent that we have noth ing to do with those far from
charm ing peo ple who whim per for the re peal of cer tain
laws, for the most re volt ing at tacks against us [ped er asts]
have is sued from pre cisely these cir cles” (George in
Steakley:49). 

As we can see, un der stand ing the “gay rights” move -
ment in Ger many is es sen tial to a com plete un der stand ing
of the for ma tion of the Nazi Party and the poli cies of the
Third Reich. In turn, un der stand ing the Ger man “gay
rights” move ment re quires an ap pre cia tion of the ri valry
be tween the two dis tinct ho mo sex ual fac tions: the
Ulrichs/Hirsch feld “Fems” and the Brand /Fried lander/
Roehm “Butches.” Their con test for domi na tion of the “gay 
rights” move ment ended when the “Butches” of the Nazi
Party came to power in 1933 and be gan to con struct the
Third Reich. They had re al ized their dream of a re vived
Hel lenic cul ture of ul tramas cu line mili ta rism, a dream that
was to prove a night mare for all those who fell short of the
Nazi ideal. 

Hans Blueher and the Wandervoegel

“In Ger many,” writes Mosse, “ideas of ho mo sexu al ity
as the ba sis of a bet ter so ci ety can be found at the turn of the
cen tury within the Ger man Youth Move ment” (Mosse:87).
In deed, at the same time that Brand and Fried lander were
be gin ning to ar ticu late their dream of a neo- Hellenic Ger -
many to the masses, a youth ful sub cul ture of boys and
young men was al ready be gin ning to act out its ba sic
themes un der the lead er ship of men like Karl Fischer, Wil -
helm Jan sen and youth leader Hans Blue her. In Sex ual Ex -
pe ri ence Be tween Men and Boys, ho mo sexu al ist his to rian
Parker Ross man writes, 
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In Cen tral Europe...there was an other ef fort to re vive the
Greek ideal of peda gogic ped er asty, in the move ment of
Wan der ing Youth [Wan der voe gel]. Mod ern gay-
 homosexuality also can trace some of its roots to that
move ment of men and boys who wan dered around the
coun try side, hik ing and sing ing hand- in- hand, en joy ing
na ture, life to gether, and their sexu al ity. Ul ti mately Hit -
ler used and trans formed the move ment — much as the
Ro mans had abused the paid er as tia  of the an cient Greeks 
— ex pand ing and build ing upon its ro man ti cism as a ba -
sis for the Nazi Party (Ross man:103).

    

An other ho mo sexu al ist, Rich ard Mills, ex plains in Gay
Roots: Twenty Years of Gay Sun shine how the Wan der voe -
gel move ment traces its roots to an in for mal hik ing and
camp ing so ci ety of young men started in 1890 by a fifteen-
 year- old stu dent named Her mann Hoff man. For sev eral
years the open- air life style of these boys grew in creas ingly
popu lar. They de vel oped their own form of greet ing, the
“Heil” sa lute, and “much of the vo cabu lary...[which] was
later ap pro pri ated by the Na zis” (Mills:168). Early in its de -
vel op ment, the move ment at tracted the at ten tion of ho mo -
sex ual men, in clud ing the ped er asts who be longed to the
Com mu nity of the Elite. In 1901 a  teacher by the name of
Karl Fischer (who, as we have men tioned, called him self
der Fue hrer) for mal ized the move ment un der the name
Wan der voe gel (Koch:25, Mills:153). 

Hans Blue her, then just sev en teen years old, or gan ized
the most am bi tious Wan der voe gel ex cur sion to that date in
1905. It was on this trip that Blue her met Wil helm Jan sen,
one of the origi nal found ers of the Com mu nity of the Elite.
At this time the Wan der voe gel num bered fewer than one
hun dred young men, but even tu ally the number of youths
in volved in Wan der voe gel-type groups in Europe reached
60,000.

Wi l  he lm Jan  sen  be  c a m e  an  in  f lu  en  t i a l
l e a d e r  i n  t h e  Wan der voe gel, but ru mors of his ho mo -
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sexu al ity dis turbed Ger man so ci ety. In 1911, Jan sen ad -
dressed the is sue in a cir cu lar to Wan der voe gel par ents.
Jan sen told them, “As long as they con duct them selves
prop erly with your sons, you will have to ac cus tom your -
selves to the pres ence of so- called ho mo sexu als in your
ranks” (Mills:167). Hans Blue her fur ther sub stan ti ated the
fact that the move ment had be come a ve hi cle for ho mo sex -
ual re cruit ment of boys with his pub li ca tion of The Ger man
Wan der voe gel Move ment as an Erotic Phe nome non in
1914 (Rec tor:39f). Mills writes, 

[T]he Wan der voe gel of -
fered youth the chance to 
es cape bour geois Ger -
man so ci ety by re treat -
ing back to na ture...But
how was this ac com -
plished? What made it
pos si ble for the life style
cre ated within the Wan -
der voe gel to dif fer sig -
nifi cantly from its
bour geois par ent? The
an swer is sim ple: the
Wan der voe gel was
founded upon ho mo sex -
ual, as op posed to het -
ero sex ual sen ti ments
...In or der to un der stand
the suc cess of the move -
ment, one must ac -
knowl edge the
ho mo sex ual com po nent
of its lead ers...Just as the lead ers were at tracted to the
boys, so were the boys at tracted to their lead ers. In both
cases the at trac tion was sexu ally based (Mills 152-53).
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Like many of the “Butch” ho mo sex u als Blueher had
mar ried but only for the pur pose of pro cre ation. “Woe to
the man who has placed his fate in the hands of a woman,”
he wrote. “Woe to the civ i li za tion that is sub jected to
womens’ in flu ence” (Blueher in Igra:95).
 Fore shadowing the Nazi re gime, Blueher “saw male
bond ing as cru cial to the for ma tion of male elites,” writes
homosexualist his to rian War ren Johansson. “The dis ci -
pline, the com rade ship, the will ing ness of the in di vid ual to
sac ri fice him self for the na tion -- all these are de ter mined
by the ho mo erotic in fra struc ture of the male so ci ety”
(Johansson:816). Mills adds that Blueher “be lieved that
male ho mo sex u al ity was the foun da tion upon which all
forms of na tion-states are built” (Mills:152). Blueher called 
his hy po thet i cal po lit i cal fig ures “he roic males,” mean ing
self-accepting mas cu line ho mo sex u als. It is pre cisely this
con cept of the “he roic male” that prompts Steakley to com -
pare Adolf Hit ler’s views to those of Blueher and
Friedlander.

But this is not the only in stance in which the views of
Blueher and Friedlander co in cide. Like Friedlander,
Blueher be lieved that ho mo sex u als were the best teach ers
of chil dren. “There are five sex ual types of men, rang ing
from the ex clu sively het ero sex ual to the ex clu sively ho mo -
sex ual,” writes Blueher. “The ex clu sive het ero sex ual is the
one least suited to teach young peo ple...[but ex clu sive ho -
mo sex u als] are the fo cal point of all youth or ga ni za tions”
(ibid.:154). 

Blueher was also anti-Semitic. In writ ing about his visit
with Magnus Hirschfeld and the SHC, Blueher den i grated
Hirschfeld’s egal i tar ian views, com plain ing that “con cepts
like rank, race, phys i og nomy... things of im por tance to me
-- were sim ply not ap pli ca ble in this cir cle.” Igra adds  that
“[a]ccording to Blueher, Ger many was de feated [in W.W.I] 
be cause the homosexualist way of life (die
maennerbuendische Welt an schau ung) had been con sid er -
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ably ne glected and war like vir tues had de gen er ated un der
the ad vance of dem o cratic ideas, the in creas ing pres tige of
fam ily life...the grow ing in flu ence of women “and, above
all, the Jews” (em pha sis ours -- Igra:97).  

Im por tantly, Blueher’s hos til ity to wards the Jews was
not pri mar ily based on a ra cial the ory but on their re jec tion
of ho mo sex u al ity.  Igra writes,

Soon af ter the de feat [of Ger many in W.W.I] Blue her de -
liv ered a lec ture to a group of Wan der voe gel, which he
him self had founded. The lec ture was en ti tled “The Ger -
man Reich, Jewry and So cial ism.” He said: ‘There is no
peo ple whose des tiny...so closely re sem bles ours as that of 
the Jews.’ The Jews were con quered by the Ro mans, lost
their State and be came only a race whose ex is tence is
main tained through the fam ily. The pri mary cause of this
col lapse, he says, was that the Jews had failed to base their
State on the ho moerotic male com mu nity and had staked
all on the fam ily life, with its nec es sary con comi tant of
women’s en cour age ment of the civic and so cial and spiri -
tual vir tues in their men folk rather than the war like quali -
ties (ibid.:97).

Though largely ne glected by his to ri ans, Blue her was
enor mously im por tant to Nazi cul ture.  Igra writes that in
the Third Reich “Blue her...[was] adopted by the Na zis as an 
apos tle of so cial re form. And one of his dis ci ples, Pro fes sor 
Al fred Bauem ler...[be came] Di rec tor of the Po liti cal In sti -
tute at the Uni ver sity of Ber lin” (ibid.:75).  Writ ing bef ore
the col lapse of the Third Reich, he adds that “[Blue her’s
teach ing] has been sys tem ati cally in cul cated by the Nazi
Press, es pe cially Himm ler's of fi cial or gan, Das Schwarze
Korps, and has been adopted in prac tice as the ba sis of Ger -
man so cial or gani za tion. The Nazi élite are be ing brought
up in seg re gated male com mu ni ties called Or dens bur gen.
These are to re place the fam ily as the ground work on which 
the state is to rest” (Igra:87). The all- male so cie ties of these
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Or dens bur gen (Or der Cas tles) were fash ioned af ter the
Wan der voe gel. 

Through his in flu ence in the Wan der voe gel and later as
a fas cist theo re ti cian, Hans Blue her must be rec og nized as a 
ma jor force in the re shap ing of Ger many.  This (and the ho -
mo sexu al ity of other Wan der voe gel lead ers) is ac knowl -
edged by ho mo sexu al ist author Frank Rec tor:

Blue her's case fur ther ex plains why many Nazi Gays
were at tracted to Hit ler and his shrill anti-Semitism, for
many gen tile ho mo sexu als were rabidly anti-
 Semitic...Gays in the youth move ment who es poused
anti-Semitism, chau vin ism, and the Fue hrer Prin zip
(Leader Prin ci ple) were not- so- incipient Fas cists. They
helped cre ate a fer tile ground for Hit ler’s move ment and,
later, be came one of its main sources of ad her ents....A
sub stan tial number of those Wan der voe gel lead ers were
known ho mo sexu als, and many oth ers were al leg edly
gay (or bi sex ual) (Rec tor:40).

    

From Boy Scouts to Brownshirts

In the in tro duc tion to his book The Pink Tri an gle, ho -
mo sex ual author Rich ard Plant writes of his own ex pe ri -
ence in a  Wan der voe gel-type group called “Rov ers.” “In
such broth er hoods,” writes Plant, “a few ado les cents had
lit tle af fairs, misty and ro man tic ses sions around a blaz ing
fire...Other boys...talked openly about ‘g oing with friends’
and en joy ing it. The lead ers of these groups tended to dis re -
gard the re la tion ships blos som ing around them -- un less
they par tici pated” (Plant:3). 

Blueher him self de scribed the ho mo sex ual qual ity of
the group as fol lows:

The Wandervoegel move ment in spired the youth all
around dur ing the first six years of its ex is tence, with out
awak ing the slight est sus pi cion...to wards its own mem -
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bers...Only very sel dom might one might no tice one of the
lead ers rais ing ques tions of why he and his com rades did -
n’t want any girls....[later] the name Wandervoegel was
men tioned in the same breath as the words “ped er asty
club” (Blueher:23f). 

Richard Plant’s remi nis cences also sub stan ti ate that the
Wan der voe gel groups served as a train ing ground for Na -
zis. He re calls his friend in the Rov ers, “Ferdi, who ex -
plained and dem on strated the mys ter ies of sex to me and
my friends.” Plant was later shocked, he says, upon re turn -
ing to Ger many from abroad “to see Ferdi wear ing a brown
shirt with a red, white and black swas tika arm band”
(ibid.:4). 

E.Y. Hart shorne, in Ger man Youth and the Nazi Dream
of Vic tory rec ords the rec ol lec tions of a former Wan der -
voe gel mem ber who con firms that the or gani za tion was the
source of im por tant ele ments of Nazi cul ture. Our knowl -
edge of the in flu ence of the Com mu nity of the Elite on the
Wan der voe gel may pro vide us in sight into the cryp tic com -
ment at the end of the tes ti mony: 

We lit tle sus pected then what power we had in our hands.
We played with the fire that had set a world in flames, and
it made our hearts hot. Mys ti cism and eve ry thing mys ti cal
had do min ion over us. It was in our ranks that the word
Fue hrer origi nated, with its mean ing of blind obe di ence
and de vo tion. The word Bund arose with us too, with its
mys te ri ous un der tone of con spir acy. And I shall never for -
get how in those early days we pro nounced the word Ge -
mein schaft [”com mu nity”] with a trem bling throaty note
of ex cite ment, as though it hid a deep se cret (Hart -
shorne:12).

    

In deed, not only did the grown- up former mem bers of
the Wan der voe gel become one of Hit ler’s main sources of
sup port ers in his rise to power, but the move ment it self be -
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came the core of a Nazi in sti tu tion: the Hitler- Jugend
(Hitler Youth). So ram pant had ho mo sexu al ity be come in
the move ment by this time that The Rheinische Zei tung , a
promi nent Ger man news pa per, warned, “Par ents, pro tect
your sons from ‘phys ical prepa ra tions’ in the Hit ler
Youth,” a sar cas tic ref er ence to prob lems of ho mo sexu al ity 
in the or gani za tion (Bur leigh and Wip per man:188). Sadly,
the boys them selves had by this time been com pletely in -
doc tri nated by their ho mo sex ual mas ters. Waite writes, 

With the ex cep tion of Ehr hardt, Ger hard Ross bach, sa -
dist, mur derer, and ho mo sex ual was the most ad mired
hero of na tion al is tic Ger man youth. “In Ehr hardt, but also 
in Ross bach,” says a popu lar book on the youth move -
ment, “we see the Fue hrer of our youth. These men have
be come the Ideal Man, idol ized...and hon ored as can only 
hap pen when the per son al ity of an in di vid ual counts for
more than any thing else"...the most im por tant sin gle con -
tribu tor of the pre- Hit ler youth move ment [was] Ger hard
Ross bach (Waite, 1969:210f).
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Hit ler Youth meet ing, Jan u ary, 1934 in Mu nich.    



Hans Pe ter Bleuel, in Sex and So ci ety in Nazi Ger -
many, points out that most of the adult su per vi sors of the
Hit ler Youth were also SA of fi cers (who were al most ex -
clu sively ho mo sex ual). Rec tor states that Baldur von
Schirach, leader of the Hit ler Youth or gani za tion, was re -
port edly bi sex ual (Rec tor:56). In Ger many’s Na tional
Vice, Jew ish his to rian Sam uel Igra con firms this, say ing
Schi rach was ar rested by the po lice for per verse sex ual
prac tices and lib er ated on the in ter ven tion of Hit ler, who
soon af ter ward made him leader of the Hit ler Youth
(Igra:72). Igra fur ther states that Schi rach was known as
“the baby” among the in ner ped er ast clique around Hit ler
(ibid.:74). Rem pel re ports that Schi rach al ways sur rounded
him self with a guard of hand some young men (Rem pel:88). 
Psy chia trist Wal ter Lan ger in his 1943 se cret war time re -
port, The Mind of Adolf Hit ler, also writes of Schi ra ch’s re -
puted ho mo sexu al ity (Lan ger:99). 
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In 1934, the Ge stapo re ported forty cases of ped er asty in
just one troop of the Hit ler Youth. Bleuel writes of the case
of one su per vi sor, a 20- year- old man who was dis missed
from the Hit ler Youth in 1938. Yet he was trans ferred to the 
Na tional So cial ist Fly ing Corps (Civil Air Pa trol) “and was
as signed to su per vise work by mem bers of the Hit ler Youth
Glid ing As so cia tion and even tu ally de tained to help with
physi cal check- ups — a griev ous temp ta tion. The man was
once again caught sodom iz ing young men, but was not dis -
missed from the NSFK” (the Na tional So cial ist Fly ing
Corps) - Bleuel:119). 

Con di tions were es sen tially the same in 1941.  Bleuel
re ports of an other ho mo sex ual fly ing in struc tor in volved in
“at least ten cases of ho mo sexu al ity with stu dent pi lots of
the Hit ler Youth” and “a stu dent teacher and stu dent
...[who] had com mit ted twenty- eight proven acts of in de -
cency with twenty boys at Hit ler Youth and Young Folk
camps” (ibid.:119).  He adds that “[t]hese cases were only
the tip of the ice berg, for few mis de mean ors within the
Party be came pub li c in later years and even fewer came to
trial” (ibid.:119). 

The preva lence of ho mo sexu al ity in the Hit ler Youth is
also con firmed by his to rian Ger hard Rem pel in his book
Hit ler’s Chil dren: Hit ler Youth and the SS: 

Ho mo sexu al ity, mean while, con tin ued on into the war
years when Hit ler Jugend boys fre quently be came vic -
tims of mo les ta tions at the hands of their SS tu tors;
Himm ler con sis tently took a hard line against it pub licly
but was quite will ing to miti gate his pen al ties pri vately
and keep every in ci dent as se cret as pos si ble (Rem -
pel:51f).

    

This last quote from Rem pel raises two im por tant
points which will be ad dressed at greater length later in the
book, but de serve at least some men tion here. The first
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point is that Hein rich Himm ler, who is of ten cited as be ing
rep re sen ta tive of the Nazi re gi me’s al leged ha tred of ho mo -
sexu als, was ob vi ously not overly con cerned about
homosex ual oc cur rences in the ranks of his own or gani za -
tion. The sec ond point is that this ho mo sex ual ac tiv ity con -
tin ued long af ter Hit ler had sup pos edly purged
ho mo sexu als from the Nazi re gime (in 1934) and pro moted
strict poli cies against ho mo sexu al ity (from 1935 on). As we 
shall see later, these poli cies were pri mar ily for pub li c re la -
tions and were largely un en forced.

An in ter est ing side line to the story of the Hit ler Youth
il lus trates both the con trol of the youth move ment by ped -
er asts and the fun da men tal re la tion ship be tween ho mo -
sexu al ity and Na zism. In Great Brit ain, the pro- Nazis
formed the Anglo- German Fel low ship (AGF). The AGF
was headed by Brit ish ho mo sexu als Guy Fran cis de Moncy
Bur gess and Cap tain John Rob ert Mac na mara. Brit ish His -
to rian John Rem pel re lates how Bur gess, Mac na mara and
J.H. Sharp, the Church of Eng land’s Arch- deacon for
South ern Europe, took a trip to Ger many to at tend a Hit ler
Youth camp. Cos tello writes, 

In the spring of 1936, the trio set off for the Rhine land, ac -
com pa nied by Mac na ma ra’s friend Tom Wylie, a young
of fi cial in the War Of fice. Os ten si bly they were es cort ing
a group of pro- fascist school boys to a Hit ler Youth camp.
But from Bur gess’ up roari ously bawdy ac count of how his 
com pan ions dis cov ered that the Hit ler Jugend sat is fied
their sex ual and po liti cal pas sions, the trip would have
shocked their spon sors -- the For eign Re la tions Coun cil of 
the Church of Eng land (Cos tello: 300).

    

In pre- World War II France, the pro- Nazi fac tion was
rep re sented by the Radical- Socialist Party (RSP) and the
Popu lar Party (PP). The Secretary- General of the RSP was
Edouard Pfeif fer. Cos tello writes of Guy Bur gess' visit to
Pfeif fer in Paris shortly bef ore the war: 
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As a con nois seur of ho mo sex ual deca dence, Pfeif fer had
few equals, even in Paris. As an of fi cer of the French
Boy- Scout move ment, his pri vate life was de voted to the
se duc tion of youth. Bur gess dis cov ered all this when he
vis ited Pfeif fer's apart ment in Paris and found...[him]
with a na ked young man...he ex plained to Bur gess that
the young man was a pro fes sional cy clist, who just hap -
pened to be a mem ber of Jac ques Do ri ot’s Popu lar Party
(ibid.:315).

    

Once again we see fla grant sex ual per ver sion in the
heart of the Nazi move ment -- long af ter the Roehm Purge.
It ap pears also that the cor re la tion be tween Na zism and ho -
mo sexu al ity dis re garded na tional bounda ries. As we have
seen, both Hans Blue her and Bene dict Fried lander ob -
served that youth or gani za tions are of ten (in their view, ap -
pro pri ately) led by ped er asts. Events in Europe dur ing the
first part of the twen ti eth cen tury, par ticu larly those in volv -
ing the Na tional So cial ists, strongly sup port this the ory.

The re vival of Hel lenic cul ture in the Ger man ho mo sex -
ual move ment, then, was an in te gral fac tor in the rise of
Na zism. Right un der the nose of tra di tional Ger man so ci -
ety, the ped er asts laid the ground work for the ul tramas cu -
line mili tary so ci ety of the Third Reich. The Wan der voe gel
was cer tainly not a “ho mo sex ual or gani za tion” per se, but
its ho mo sex ual lead ers molded the youth move ment into an 
ex pres sion of their own Hel lenic ide ol ogy and, in the pro -
cess, re cruited count less young men into the ho mo sex ual
life style. The first mem bers of the Wan der voe gel grew to
man hood just in time to pro vide the Nazi move ment with its 
sup port base in the Ger man cul ture. As Steak ley put it,
“[the] Free Ger man Youth ju bi lantly marched off to war,
sing ing the old Wan der voe gel songs to which new, chau -
vin is tic verses were added” (Steak ley:58).
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Gerhard Rossbach and the Freikorps Movement

The Freik orps move ment be gan dur ing the years im me -
di ate ly fol low ing the close of World War I. Af ter the war
and the sub se quent so cial ist revo lu tion in Ger many in
1918, tens of thou sands of former sol diers of the Ger man
army vol un teered for quasi- military serv ice in a number of
in de pend ent re serve units called Freik orps (Free Corps),
un der the com mand of former jun ior of fi cers of the Ger man 
army. These units were highly na tion al is tic and be came in -
creas ingly vio lent as the so cial chaos of the Wei mar Re pub -
lic wors ened. Ross bach’s or gani za tion, origi nally called
the Ross bach bund (“Ross bach Broth er hood”) ex em pli fied
the Ger man Freik orps. As Waite rec ords in Van guard of
Na zism, “the lieu ten ants and the cap tains — Roehm...Ehr -
hardt, Ross bach, Schultz and the rest — formed the back -
bone of the Free Corps move ment. And...it was they who
were the link be tween the Vol un teers [anti- communists]
and Na tional So cial ism” (Waite, 1969:45). Once again we
see the es sen tial re la tion ship be tween ho mo sexu al ity and
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Na zism, since many of these “lieu ten ants and cap tains”
were known or prob able ho mo sexu als, some of whom
even tu ally served in the SA. Ger man his to rian and Hit ler
con tem po rary Kon rad Hei den writes that “[m]any sec tions
of this se cret army of mer ce nar ies and mur der ers were
breed ing places of per ver sion” (Hei den:30). His to rian G. S. 
Gra ber agrees:

Many...[Freik orps] lead ers were ho mo sex ual; in deed ho -
mo sexu al ity ap pears to have been wide spread in sev eral
vol un teer units. Ger hard Ross bach...was an open ho mo -
sex ual. On his staff was Lieu ten ant Ed mund Heines who
was later to be come the lover of Ernst Roehm (Gra -
ber:33).

    

Waite’s analy sis shows that the Freik orps move ment
was one in ter ven ing phase be tween the Wan der voe gel
move ment and the Nazi Stuermabteilung — the SA. “The
gen era tion to which the Freikorpskaempfer [‘Free Corps
war ri ors’] be longed,” writes Waite, “the gen era tion born in
the 1890s — par tici pated in two ex pe ri ences which were to
have tre men dous ef fect on his sub se quent ca reer as a Vol -
un teer [in the Freik orps]. The first of these was the pre- war
Youth Move ment; the sec ond, World War I” (Waite,
1969:17). The young men who had been molded by the
Hel lenic phi loso phies of the youth move ment had come of
age just in time to fight in the first World War. There, they
were fur ther shaped and sea soned by the hard ships and hor -
rors of trench war fare.

It was in the trenches of World War I that the
con cept o f Stuermabteilung (Storm Troops) was de vel -
oped — elite, hard- hitting units whose task it was to
“storm” the en emy lines. The tac tics of the Storm Troop ers
proved to be so ef fec tive that they were quickly adopted
through out the Ger man army. The Storm Troop sys tem cre -
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ated a tre men dous in crease in the number of young com -
mand ers of a cer tain breed. Waite writes,

 Only a very spe cial type of of fi cer could be used. He must
be un mar ried, un der twenty- five years of age, in ex cel lent
physi cal health...and above all he must pos sess in abun -
dance that qual ity which Ger man mili tary writ ers call
ruth less ness. The re sult was that at the time of the Ar mi -
stice Ger many was flooded with hun dreds of ca pa ble, ar -
ro gant young com mand ers who found an ex cel lent out let
for their tal ents in the Free Corps move ment (ibid.:27).

It is not dif fi cult to rec og nize that the de scrip tion of the
pre ferred Storm Trooper is a model of the Wan der voe gel
hero: ul tramas cu line, mili ta ris tic, physi cally con di tioned,
largely un re strained by Ju deo-Chris tian mo ral ity, and
guided by the “Fue hrer Prin ci ple” (ibid.:28).  It is no won -
der, then, that many of these men be came youth lead ers in
their turn (ibid.:210). In the pre ced ing chap ter, we learned
that ho mo sex ual sa dist and mur derer Ger hard Ross bach
was “the most im por tant sin gle con tribu tor to the pre-Hit ler 
youth move ment” and a “hero to na tion al is tic Ger man
youth.” In the days bef ore Baldur von Schi rach de vel oped
the Hit ler Youth, Ross bach or gan ized Ger many’s larg est
youth or gani za tion, named the Schill jugend (“Schill
Youth”) in honor of a fa mous Prus sian sol dier exe cuted by
Na po leon (ibid:210n).

But Ross bach’s con tri bu tion to the Na zis was far
greater than the mere shap ing of young men into Nazi loy -
al ists. It was Ross bach who formed the origi nal ter ror ist or -
gani za tion which even tu ally be came the Nazi Storm
Troop ers, also known as “Brown Shirts.” Both the Ross -
bach Storm Troop ers and the Schill jugend were no to ri ous
for wear ing brown shirts which had been pre pared for Ger -
man co lo nial troops, ac quired from the old Im pe rial army
stores (Koehl:19). It is rea son able to sup pose that with out
Ross bach’s Storm Troop ers, Adolf Hit ler and the Na zis
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would never have gained power in Ger many. Hei den de -
scribes them: 

Ross bach’s troop, roar ing, brawl ing, ca rous ing, smash -
ing win dows, shed ding blood...was es pe cially proud to
be dif fer ent from the oth ers. Heines had be longed to it
bef ore join ing Hit ler; then Ross bach and Heines had
formed a cen ter with Roehm; it led the SA while Hit ler
was un der ar rest [for lead ing the Beer Hall Putsch ]
(Heiden, 1944:295). 

Ross bach’s Freik orps was formed al most ex clu sively
of ho mo sexu als. As fas cist nov el ist, Ed win Dwinger,
would later de clare through one of his char ac ters, Cap tain
Wer ner, “Freik orps men ar en’t al most all bache lors for
noth ing. Be lieve me, if there wer en’t so many of their kind,
our ranks would be pretty damn thin” (Thew eleit, Vol
1:33). Ross bach’s ad ju tant, Ed mund Heines, was an other
ped er ast and a con victed mur derer who later be came Ernst
Roehm’s ad ju tant in the SA (he was also the sex ual part ner
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of Rossbach, Roehm and possibly Hit ler as well). Dur ing
the in ci dent known as “The Night of the Long Knives” in
which Hit ler killed Roehm and a number of other SA lead -
ers, Heines was sur prised in bed with a young SA re cruit
(Gallo:236). His to rian Frank Rec tor de scribes Heines: 

Dis tin guished by a girl ish face on
the body of a truck driver, Heines
was an ele gant, suave, and im pec -
ca bly groomed kil ler. He liked to
shoot his vic tims in the face with
his 7.65 Wal ther auto mat ic or beat
them to death with a club...In ad di -
tion to Heines’ value as a first rate
ad ju tant, gifted ad min is tra tive ex -
ecu tive, and ag gres sive and adroit
SA leader, Heines had a marked
tal ent as a pro curer [of boys]...gar ner ing the fair est lads in
the Fa ther land for...sex ual amuse ment (Rec tor:89).
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Per haps be cause of Ed mund Heines’ spe cial tal ent,
Ross bach as signed him to de velop the Schill jugend. Igra
tells how he prof ited thereby: 

Ed mund Heines, the group- leader of the storm troops at
Bres lau, was a re pul sive brute who turned the Nazi head -
quar ters of the city into a ho mo sex ual brothel. Hav ing
300,000 storm troop ers un der his com mand he was in a
po si tion to ter ror ize the neigh bor hood...One of his fa vor -
ite ruses was to have mem bers of the youth or gani za tion
in dulge in un natu ral prac tices with one an other and then
threaten their par ents that he would de nounce these
youths to the po lice...un less he re ceived...hush money.
Thus Heines not only in dulged in ho mo sex ual or gies
him self — he was of ten Roehm’s con sort in this — but he 
pro moted the vice as a lu cra tive busi ness (Igra:73).

 Ernst Roehm and the Development of the SA

Next to Adolf Hit ler, Ernst Roehm was the man in Ger -
many most re spon si ble for the rise of Na zism, in deed of
Hit ler him self. Rec tor writes that “Hit ler was, to a sub stan -
tial ex tent, Roehm’s pro tégé” (Rec tor:80). A driv ing force
be hind the Na tional So cial ist move ment, Roehm was one
of the early found ers of the Nazi Party. Both Roehm and
Hit ler had been mem bers of the so cial ist ter ror ist group
called the Iron Fist (Heiden, 1944:89). 

It was at a meet ing of the Iron Fist that Roehm re port -
edly met him and “saw in Hit ler the dema gogue he re quired
to mo bi lize mass sup port for his se cret army” (Hohne:20).
With Roehm’s back ing, Hit ler be came the first presi dent of
the Nazi Party in 1921 (ibid.:21). Shortly there af ter, Ross -
bach’s Freik orps, in te grated into the Party first un der Her -
man Go er ing’s and then Roehm’s author ity, was
trans formed into the dreaded Nazi SA. 

In his clas sic Nazi his tory, The Rise and Fall of the
Third Reich, author Wil liam Shirer de scribes Ernst Roehm
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as “a stocky, bull- necked, piggish- eyed, scar- faced pro fes -
sional sol dier...[and] like so many of the early Na zis, a ho -
mo sex ual” (Shirer:64). Roehm was re cruited into
ho mo sexu al ity by Ger hard Ross bach (Flood:196). Rec tor
elabo rates, 

Was not the most out stand ing, most no to ri ous, of all ho -
mo sexu als the cele brated Nazi leader Ernst Roehm, the
vir ile and manly chief of the SA, the du buddy of Adolf
Hit ler from the be gin ning of his po liti cal ca reer? [Hit ler
al lowed Roehm the rare privi lege of ad dress ing him with
the fa mil iar form “thou,” in di cat ing in ti mate friend ship].
Hit ler’s rise had in fact de pended upon Roehm and eve ry -
one knew it. Roehm’s gay fun and games were cer tainly
no se cret; his amo rous for ays to gay bars and gay Turk ish
baths were ri ot ous. What ever anti- homosexual sen ti ments 
may have been ex pressed by straight Na zis were more
than off set by the re al ity of highly visi ble, spec tacu lar,
gay- loving Roehm. If there were oc ca sional omi nous
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rum blings and grum blings about “all those queers” in the
SA and Move ment, and some anti- gay flare- ups,  ho mo -
sex ual Na zis felt more- or- less se cure in the lap of the
Party. Af ter all, the Na tional So cial ist Party mem ber who
wielded the great est power aside from Hit ler was Roehm
(Rec tor:50f).

    

    Con sis tent with the elit ist phi loso phies of Bene dict
Friedlander, Adolf Brand, and Hans Blue her, Roehm
viewed ho mo sexu al ity as the ba sis for a new so ci ety. Louis
Sny der, promi nent his to rian of the Nazi era, writes,

 [Roehm] pro jected a so cial or der in which ho mo sexu al -
ity would be re garded as a hu man be hav ior pat tern of
high re pute...he flaunted his ho mo sexu al ity in pub li c and
in sisted that his cro nies do the same. What was needed,
Roehm be lieved, was a proud and ar ro gant lot who could
brawl, ca rouse, smash win dows, kill and slaugh ter for the 
hell of it. Straights, in his eyes, were not as adept in such
be hav ior as prac tic ing ho mo sexu als (Sny der:55).

    

Un der Roehm, the SA be came the in stru ment of Nazi
ter ror ism in Ger man so ci ety. It was of fi cially founded on
Au gust 3, 1921, os ten si bly as a “Spe cial sec tion for gym -
nas tics and sport,” but in his first di rec tive to the group, Hit -
ler de fined the SA’s pur pose as “a means of de fense for the
move ment, but above all a train ing school for the com ing
strug gle for lib erty” (Heiden, 1935:82f).  

His to rian Thomas Fuchs re ports that “The prin ci ple
func tion of this army-like or ga ni za tion was beat ing up any -
one who op posed the Na zis, and Hit ler be lieved this was a
job best un der taken by ho mo sex u als” (Fuchs:48f). At first
serv ing sim ply to pro tect the Na zis’ own meet ings from
dis rup tions by ri vals and trou ble mak ers, the SA soon ex -
panded its strong-arm tac tics to ad vance Nazi pol i cies and
phi los o phies. In a 1921 speech in Mu nich, Hit ler set the
stage for this ac tiv ity: “[the] Na tional So cial ist move ment
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will in fu ture ruth lessly pre vent if nec es sary by force all
meet ings or lec tures that are likely to dis tract the minds of
our fel low cit i zens...” In Mein Kampf , Hit ler de scribes an
in ci dent  (when his men were at tacked by Com mu nists ad -
ver sar ies) which he con sid ered the bap tis mal act of the SA: 

When I en tered the lobby of
the Hof brau haus at quar ter
to eight, I no longer had any
doubts as to the ques tion of
sabo tage...The hall was very 
crowded...The small as sault
sec tion was wait ing for me
in the lobby...I had the doors
to the hall shut, and or dered
my men — some forty- five
or -six — to stand at at ten -
tion...my men from the As -
sault Sec tion — from that
day known as the SA —
launched their at tack. Like
wolves in packs of eight or
ten, they threw them selves on their ad ver sar ies again and
again, over whelm ing them with blows...In five min utes
eve ry one was cov ered with blood. These were real men,
whom I learned to ap pre ci ate on that oc ca sion. They were
led by my cou ra geous Maurice. Hess, my pri vate sec re -
tary, and many oth ers who were badly hurt pressed the at -
tack as long as they were able to stay on their feet
(Hit ler:504f).

    

In all ac tions the SA bore Roehm’s trade mark of un -
abashed sa dism. Max Gallo de scribes the or gani za tion: 

What ever the SA en gage in — whether they are tor tur ing a 
pris oner, cut ting the throat of an ad ver sary or pil lag ing an
apart ment — they be have as if they are within their rights,
as ar ti sans of the Nazi vic tory...They are the SA, be yond
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criti cism. As Roehm him self said many times: “The bat -
tal ions of Brown Shirts were the train ing school of Na -
tional So cial ism" (Gallo:38).

    

     The fa vor ite meet ing place of the SA was a “gay” bar in
Mu nich called the Bratwurstgloeckl where Roehm kept a
re served ta ble (Hohne:82). This was the same tav ern where
some of the early meet ings of the Nazi Party had been held
(Rec tor:69). At the Bratwurstgloeckl, Roehm and as so ci -
ates — Edmund Heines, Karl Ernst, Ernst’s part ner Cap tain 
[Paul] Rohrbein, Cap tain Petersdorf, Count Ernst Helldorf
— would meet to plan and strategize. These were the men
who or ches trated the Nazi cam paign of in tim i da tion and
ter ror. All of them were ho mo sex ual (Heiden, 1944:371).

In deed, ho mo sex u al ity was all that qual i fied many of
these men for their po si tions in the SA. Hein rich Himmler
would later com plain of this: “Does it not con sti tute a dan -
ger to the Nazi move ment if it can be said that Nazi lead ers
are cho sen for sex ual rea sons?” (Gallo:68). Himmler was
not so much op posed to ho mo sex u al ity it self as to the fact
that non-qualified peo ple were given high rank based on
their ho mo sex ual re la tions with Roehm and oth ers. For ex -
am ple, SA Obergruppenfuehrer (Lieu ten ant Gen eral) Karl
Ernst, a mil i tant ho mo sex ual, had been a ho tel door man and 
a waiter be fore join ing the SA. “Karl Ernst is not yet
thirty-five, writes Gallo, he com mands 250,000 men...he is
sim ply a sa dist, a com mon thug, trans formed into a re spon -
si ble of fi cial” (ibid.:50f).  Later, Ernst be came a mem ber of
the Ger man Par lia ment (Machtan:185). Gallo writes,

Roehm, as the head of 2,500,000 Storm Troops had sur -
rounded him self with a staff of per verts.  His chiefs, men
of rank of Grup penfue hrer or Ober grup pen fue hrer, com -
mand ing units of sev eral hun dred th o u s a nd Storm Troop -
ers, were al most with out ex cep tion ho mo sexu als. In deed, 
un less a Storm Troop of fi cer were ho mo sex ual he had no
chance of ad vance ment” (Knick er bocker:55).
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Otto Frie dri ch’s anal y sis in
Bef ore the Del uge is simi lar:

Un der Rohm, the SA lead er ship 
ac quired a rather spe cial qual -
ity, how ever, for the crude and
blus ter ing Ober ster  SA Fue hrer
was also a fer vent ho mo sex ual,
and he liked to sur round him -
self, in all the po si tions of com -
mand, with men of simi lar
per sua sions (Frie drich:327).

In the SA, the Hel lenic ideal
of mas cu line ho mo sex ual su -
prem acy and mili ta rism had fi -
nally been re al ized. “Theirs was a very mas cu line brand of
ho mo sexu al ity,” writes ho mo sexu al ist his to rian Al fred
Rowse, “they lived in a male world, with out women, a
world of camps and march ing, ral lies and sports. They had
their own re laxa tions, and the Mu nich SA be came no to ri -
ous on ac count of them” (Rowse:214). The simi lar ity of the
SA to Fried lan der’s and Brand’s dream of Hel lenic re vival
is not co in ci den tal. In ad di tion to be ing a founder of the
Nazi Party, Ernst Roehm was a lead ing mem ber of the So ci -
ety for Hu man Rights, an off shoot of the Com mu nity of the
Elite (J. Katz:632).

The re laxa tions to which Rowse re fers in the above
quote were, of course, the ho mo sex ual ac tivi ties (many of
them ped er as tic) for which the SA and the CE were both fa -
mous. Hohne writes, 

[Roehm] used the SA for ends other than the purely po liti -
cal. SA con tact men kept their Chief of Staff sup plied with 
suit able part ners, and at the first sign of in fi del ity on the
part of a Roehm fa vor ite, he would be bludg eoned down
by one of the SA mo bile squads. The head pimp was a
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shop as sis tant named Pe ter Gran nin ger, who had been
one of Roehm’s part ners...and was now given cover in
the SA In tel li gence Sec tion. For a monthly sal ary of 200
marks he kept Roehm sup plied with new friends, his
main hunt ing ground be ing Geisela High School Mu nich; 
from this school he re cruited no fewer than eleven boys,
whom he first tried out and then took to Roehm
(Hohne:82).

    

Al though the orig i nal SA chap ter in Mu nich was the
most no to ri ous, other SA chap ters were also cen ters of ho -
mo sex ual ac tiv ity. In Po lit i cal Vi o lence and the Rise of Na -
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zism, Rich ard Bessel notes that the Silesian di vi sion of the
SA was a hot bed of per ver sion from 1931 on ward
(Bessel:61). 

Roehm and his clos est SA as so ci ates were among the
mi nor ity of Nazi ho mo sex u als who did not take wives.
Whether for con ven tion, for pro cre ation, or sim ply for cov -
er ing up their sex ual pro cliv i ties, most of the Nazi ho mo -
sex u als had mar ried. Some, like Reinhard Heydrich and
Baldur von Schirach, mar ried only af ter be ing in volved in
ho mo sex ual scan dals, but of ten these men, who so hated
fem i nin ity, main tained a fa cade of het ero sex ual re spect -
abil ity through out their lives. As Machtan notes, “That Hit -
ler...en cour aged many of them to marry should not be
sur pris ing: ev ery con spir acy re quires cam ou flage”
(Machtan:24). These were empty mar riages, how ever, epit -
o mized by one wife’s com ment: “The only part of my hus -
band I’m fa mil iar with is his back” (Theweleit:3). 

As we have seen, then, the SA was in many re spects a
cre ation of Ger many’s ho mo sex ual move ment, just as the
Nazi Party was in many ways a cre ation of the SA. Be fore
we take a closer look at the for ma tion and early years of the
Nazi Party, we must ex am ine two other very im por tant
move ments which con trib uted to Na zism. These are the oc -
cult Theo soph i cal-Ariosophical move ment, and the in tel -
lec tual move ment which cre ated the Na tional So cial ist
phi los o phy. Both of these move ments, which are in te gral to 
our un der stand ing of the Nazi Party and its ac tions, were
also heavily in flu enced by ho mo sex u als. 
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Chap ter Two

HOMO-OCCULTISM

The story of the oc cult in world his tory is also a story of
ho mo sexu al ity.  By oc cult, we mean the for mal ized re lig -
ious ex pres sion of pa gan cul ture as op posed, for ex am ple,
to the philo sophi cal ideas of Hel lenic pa gan ism dis cussed
in the pre vious chap ter.  In The Oc cult Roots of Na zism,
his to rian Nicho las Goodrick- Clarke iden ti fies the roots of
oc cult ism in west ern his tory:

Oc cult ism has its ba sis in a re lig ious way of think ing, the
roots of which stretch back into an tiq uity....Its prin ci pal
in gre di ents have been iden ti fied as Gnos ti cism, the Her -
metic trea tises on al chemy and magic [rooted in Gnos ti -
cism], Neo- Platonism, and the Cab bala....Gnos ti cism
prop erly re fers to the be liefs of cer tain he reti cal sects
among the early Chris tians that claimed to pos sess gno -
sis, or spe cial eso teric knowl edge of spiri tual mat -
ters....The Gnos tic sects dis ap peared in the fourth
cen tury, but their ideas in spired the du al is tic Manichaean
re lig ion of the sec ond cen tury (Goodrick- Clarke:17)

Since oc cult ism is as so ci ated pri mar ily with
Gnosticism, the as so cia tion of the Gnos tics with ho mo -
sexu al ity is of pri mary rele vance to this study.  Thus we
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found an ob scure ref er ence to Hit ler as a Manichaean in
Ste ven Katz’s The Holo caust in His tori cal Con text, Vol -
ume 1, of in ter est.  Ar thur Evans’ Witch craft and the Gay
Coun ter cul ture pro vides some il lu mi na tion here. Mani, for

whom Manichaeism
is named, was a third
cen tury Prince of
Baby lon who de vised
his own form of
Gnos ti cism.  Gnos tics 
blended pa gan sex
ritu als and Mother
God dess wor ship
with ele ments of New 
Tes ta ment Chris ti an -
ity and “re jected Je -
ho vah God as an evil
de mon.”
Manichaeism im -
posed on Gnos ti cism
a caste sys tem of
lead ers (elect) and
fol low ers (hear ers).  

A Manichaean sect called the Bo gomils (later called the 
Ca thars) arose in Bul garia and spread across Europe.  Ho -
mo sexu al ity be came so closely as so ci ated with these Bul -
gar ian here tics that the prac tice be came known as
“bug gery.”  In deed, “the word for Ca thar in most Euro pean
lan guages came to be the word for ho mo sex ual: in Ger man,
Ket zer, in Ital ian, Gaz arro, and in French, Her ite....Her esy
and ho mo sexu al ity be came so in ter change able that those
ac cused of her esy at tempted to prove their in no cence by
claim ing het ero sexu al ity” (Evans:51ff).

We proba bly all take for granted the fact that to day our
mod ern world cul ture is domi nated by the re lig ions based
on the Mo saic law (i.e. Ju da ism, Chris ti an ity and Is lam).  In 
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their or tho dox forms each of these re lig ions re gards ho mo -
sexu al ity as an abomi na tion.  But pa gan cul tures have no
such pro hi bi tion.  (By defi ni tion, pa gans are peo ple who are 
not Jews, Chris tians or Mos lems).  In pa gan cul tures, ho -
mo sexu als as a group of ten hold an ele vated po si tion in re -
lig ion and so ci ety.  When pa gan civi li za tions ruled the
world, ho mo sexu al ity and ped er asty were widely prac ticed
and ac cepted.  Ho mo sexu al ist author Judy Grahn writes,

Many as pects of sha man ism had ho mo sex ual con tent,
and many of the gods, spir its, and di vini ties of the world
have been as so ci ated with Gay ness.  In Ta hiti there were
spe cial di vini ties for ho mo sex ual wor ship. The an cient
Shinto tem ples of Ja pan dis play scenes of sex ual rit ual or -
gies simi lar to those of the Bac cha na lia of the Ro -
mans...the Great Mother God dess of an cient China,
Kwan- Yin, was wor shiped with sex ual rites that in cluded 
ho mo sexu al ity. When the Span ish con quis ta dores
reached Cen tral Amer ica and the Yu ca tan, they found a
preva lence of Gay priests and sa cred stat ues and stone
sculp ture de pict ing the ho mo sex ual un ion as a sa cred act.
In the Yu ca tan the god Chin is said to have es tab lished sa -
cred ho mo sexu al ity and a Gay priest hood serv ing in the
tem ples just as was true of the tem ples of an cient Baby lon 
and Sum eria (Grahn:129).

Chris tian writer George Grant con curs.  He writes that
“Rome was a per pet ual sa tyri con.  Egypt, Per sia, Car thage,
Baby lon, and Assyria were all steeped in ped er as tic tra di -
tion.  And the an cient em pires of the Mon gols, Tar tars,
Huns, Teu tons, Celts, In cas, Az tecs, May ans, Nu bi ans,
Mings, Ca naan ites, and Zu lus like wise cele brated de prav -
ity, deg ra da tion and de bauch ery” (Grant, 1993:24).  In
Sexu al ity and Ho mo sexu al ity, his to rian Arno Kar len writes 
of ho mo sex ual cults through out the an cient world: “‘male
tem ple pros ti tutes’—ex isted among the devo tees of Ish tar
and As tarte in Syria, the Al ba ni ans and Baby lo ni ans, the
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Ca naan ite neigh bors of the an cient He brews, and in Cos,
Crete and Ephesus in the Greek world” (Kar len:6).
     The an cient re lig ion of Baal, fa mil iar to stu dents of the
Bi ble as the set of be liefs and prac tices which so of ten cor -
rupted He brew so ci ety in his tory, was one such cult.  Wor -
ship pers of Baal “‘built for them selves high places and
pil lars, and Ash erim (phal lic poles used to honor the god -
dess of fer til ity) on every high hill and un der every green
tree; and there were also male cult pros ti tutes in the land’”
(quo ta tion from 1 Kings 14 in Kar len:9). Ref er ence to these 
prac tices is found in sev eral places in the Bi ble, no ta bly
Deu teron omy 23:17-18: “There shall be no rit ual har lot of
the daugh ters of Is rael, or a per verted one of the sons of Is -
rael.  You shall not bring the wages of a har lot or the price
of a dog [male pros ti tute] to the house of the LORD your
God for any vowed of fer ing, for both of these are an abomi -
na tion to the LORD your God” (NKJ).

The Baal cult sur vived into Ro man times and fig ured
promi nently in the in fa mous de bauch er ies of the Ro man
em per ors in the first cen tu ries af ter Christ.  Kar len writes,

It was in as so cia tion with such cults that em per ors’ de vi -
ance be came most fla grant.  Com mo dus, who took the
throne in 180, ap peared in pub li c dressed as a woman and
was stran gled by a cata mitic [ho mo sex ual] fa vor ite;
Hadrian dei fied his ho mo sex ual lover An tious.  But nei -
ther matched Ele ga balus, who be gan his rule at the age of
four teen in 218, af ter hav ing been raised in Syria as a
priest of Baal.  He en tered Rome amid Syr ian priests and
eunuchs, dressed in silks, his cheeks painted scar let and
his eyes made up.  Vari ous Ro man his to ri ans say that he
as sem bled the ho mo sexu als of Rome and ad dressed them
garbed as a boy pros ti tute; put on a wig and so lic ited at the
door of a brothel; tried to get doc tors to turn him into a
woman; of fered him self for bug gery while play ing the
role of Ve nus in a court mime; kissed his male fa vor ites’
geni tals in pub li c and, like Nero, for mally mar ried one of
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them...Ele ga balus erected in Rome the great phal lic ash -
erim which the He brew kings had kept try ing to purge
from their land (Kar len:62).

It is rel e vant to point out that this time pe riod in the Ro -
man em pire can be con sid ered the Chris tians’ Ho lo caust.
In 64 A.D. Chris tians were blamed by Nero for the burn ing
of Rome and were tar geted for ex ter mi na tion.  Many Chris -
tians suf fered un imag in able tor tures as en ter tain ment for
the sa dis tic ho mo sex ual em per ors of Rome.  Though Rome
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was less ho mo sex u ally-oriented than Greece, Ro man so ci -
ety was nev er the less heavily in flu enced by ho mo sex ual
prac tices.  In Ho mo sex u al ity, the To rah and Grace, Dwight
Pryor re ports that 14 of the first 15 Ro man em per ors were
ho mo sex ual (tape one).  In The Con struc tion of Ho mo sex u -
al ity, his to rian Da vid F. Greenberg writes that “Ro man ho -
mo sex ual tastes were so taken for granted that when
An tony asked Herod to send his youn ger brother-in-law
Aristobulus to the Ro man court, Herod re fused be cause ‘he
did not think it safe to send him...to the prin ci pal man of the
Romans, that would abuse him in his amours’”
(Greenberg:154f). While there are many dif fer ences be -
tween the treat ment of Chris tians in Pa gan Rome and Jews
in Nazi Ger many, the prom i nence of ho mo sex u al ity among 
the chief per pe tra tors of both atroc i ties can not be ig nored.  

As we seek to un der stand Na zism, it is im por tant to re -
mem ber that Ju da ism and its Chris tian and Is lamic off -
shoots are fun da men tally op posed to ho mo sex u al ity.  As
we be gin to grasp the re la tion ship be tween ho mo sex u al ity
and oc cult ism on one hand, and be tween ho mo sex u als and
Na zism on the other, the ha tred of the Na zis for Jews and
Chris tians may be more eas ily ex plained.  The Jews were
the peo ple re spon si ble for the de mise of pa gan world
dom i na tion.  Their the ol ogy (es pe cially in its Chris tian
form) ban ished pa gan prac tices, in clud ing ho mo sex u al ity,
to a hid den and of ten re viled sub cul ture.  This is not to say
that anti-Semitism is strictly a re sult of oc cult or ho mo sex -
ual in flu ences.  But at its very root there is a spir i tual el e -
ment to the Ho lo caust that sug gests that it was, in some
re spects, ven geance against the peo ple whose moral laws
had rel e gated pa gan sex-religions to ob scu rity and ig no -
miny. 
 Yet, while Chris tian ity made great strides in lim it ing
pa gan prac tices, they were not elim i nated. Un der
Judeo-Christian cul tural pres sure, sur viv ing pa gan be liefs
and prac tices, in clud ing sex ual per ver sion, were forced
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from pub lic life,  reemerging  in se cre tive and mys ti cal
occultic so ci et ies. 

 It is im por tant to our study that we rec og nize that the
Na zis were strongly in flu enced by pa gan oc cult be liefs and, 
ad di tion ally, that ho mo sex u al ity is fun da men tal to many
pa gan be lief sys tems. As noted by Greenberg this is es pe -
cially true in re la tion to “aris to cratic war rior so ci et ies”
(ibid.:111).  In deed, this was true even of the Greeks, whose 
ho mo sex u al ity was forced upon them by the Dorian in vad -
ers of the twelfth cen tury B.C.  “Plu tarch (Erotikus, 761 D)
states: ‘it was chiefly war like peo ples like the Boeotians,
Lacedemonians and Cretans, who were ad dicted to ho mo -
sex u al ity’” (Flaceliere:64ff). Au thor Brian Pronger notes
that even the an cient Egyp tians ex hib ited this ten dency;
their war riors raped en emy sol diers af ter de feat ing them in
bat tle (Pronger:138). 

It is also im por tant to rec og nize that homo-occultism
has re mained a part of pa gan cul tures through out the cen tu -
ries to the pres ent, even though the global pre dom i nance of
the Judeo-Christian sex ual ethic has lim ited its ac cep tance
in most mod ern pa gan so ci et ies such as China and Ja pan.
When Je suit mis sion ar ies ar rived in six teenth cen tury
China, for ex am ple, they found wide spread ped er asty
(Spence:220) which they quickly moved to erase.  And
Rossman com pares “the in sti tu tion al ized ped er asty of the
priv i leged war rior class of me di eval Ja pan’s pederastic mil -
i tary struc ture” to “Nazi so ci ety” (Rossman:23).

Greenberg re ports on doz ens of mostly prim i tive mod -
ern pa gan so ci et ies which prac tice rit ual ho mo sex u al ity,
usu ally ped er asty.  These so ci et ies are found through out the 
world, in coun tries such as Brazil, New Guinea, Mo rocco,
sub-Saharan Af rica and Ma lay sia.  Greenberg writes,

In many so cie ties, male ho mo sex ual re la tions are struc -
tured by age or gen era tion: the older part ner takes a role
de fined as ac tive or mas cu line; the younger, a role de -
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fined as pas sive or fe male...[In many cases] The ho mo sex -
ual prac tices are jus ti fied by the be lief that a boy will not
ma ture [with out these at ten tions] (Green berg:26ff).

Such mod ern so cie ties are pro filed in The Sam bia, by 
an thro polo gist Gil bert Herdt, who stud ied ho mo sexu al ity
in primi tive cul tures.  He writes that “rit ual ho mo sexu al ity
has been re ported by an thro polo gists in scat tered ar eas
around the world [re veal ing a]...per va sive link be tween rit -
ual homo sexu al ity and the war rior ethos....We find these
simi lar forms of war rior ho mo sexu al ity in such di verse
places as New Guinea, the Ama zon, An cient Greece, and
his tori cal Ja pan” (Herdt:203).  The pro cess of a boy’s ho -
mo sex ual ini tia tion in these so cie ties is hor rific: he is de -
prived of sleep, starved, beaten and raped over sev eral days
un til he is com pletely “re so cial ized” as a ho mo sex ual
(ibid:179f).

 Thus ho mo sexu al ity in pa gan ism is not a relic of
antiquity but an on go ing phe nome non.  And the preva lence
of ho mo sexu als as oc cult lead ers con tin ues to day.  In the
con text of West ern cul ture this may sim ply be be cause
homo sexu als gravi tate to phi loso phies which op pose
Judeo- Christian mo ral ity.  But this would not ex plain the
wide occurrence of ho mo sex ual ritu als in primi tive and
pre- Christian pa gan cul tures. 

Homosexualist Lau rence J. Rosan writes that “the
priests of poly the is tic or spirit re lig ions...[are] ex pected to
be ‘dif fer ent’-- un worldly, even ec cen tric, given to vi sions,
dra matic pro nounce ments and so on -- an ideal op por tu nity
for both male and fe male ho mo sexu als!” (Ro san:268f).
The Bi ble, how ever, of fers its own ex pla na tion, de fin ing an 
in di vidu al’s ho mo sexu al ity not as an in ci den tal fac tor in
pa gan re lig ion but, at least in some cases, as the con se -
quence of “wor ship ing the creation rather than the Crea -
tor.”  The Book of Ro mans, Chap ter 1, Verses 18-27 reads
as fol lows:
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For the wrath of God is re vealed from heaven against all
un god li ness and un right eous ness of men, who sup press
the truth in un right eous ness, be cause what may be known 
of God is mani fest in them, for God has shown it to them.
For since the crea tion of the world His in visi ble at trib utes
are clearly seen, be ing un der stood by the things that are
made, even His eter nal power and God head, so that they
are with out ex cuse, be cause, al though they knew God,
they did not glo rify Him as God, nor were thank ful, but
be came fu tile in their thoughts, and their fool ish hearts
were dark ened.  Pro fess ing to be wise, they be came fools, 
and changed the glory of the in cor rupti ble God into an
im age made like cor rupti ble man — and birds and four-
 footed ani mals and creep ing things.  There fore God also
gave them up to un clean ness, in the lusts of their hearts,
to dis honor their bod ies among them selves, who ex -
changed the truth of God for the lie, and wor shiped and
served the crea ture rather than the Crea tor, who is blessed 
for ever. Amen.  For this rea son God gave them up to vile
pas sions.  For even their women ex changed the natu ral
use for what is against na ture.  Like wise also the men,
leav ing the natu ral use of the woman, burned in their lust
for one an other, men with men com mit ting what is
shame ful, and re ceiv ing in them selves the pen alty of their 
er ror which was due (NKJ).

Ironi cally, the Bib li cal event which marks the be gin -
ning of ho mo sex ual prac tices in the post- flood world is the
same one that is mis in ter preted by pseudo- Christian white
su prema cists to jus tify their ra cial theo ries.  Chris tian re -
searcher Dwight Pryor gives the fol low ing in ter pre ta tion
(which we have sum ma rized) of a fa mil iar Bib li cal
passage.   In Gene sis 9, Noah fell un con scious from drink -
ing too much wine and while he was thus in ca paci tated
Ham “saw [or un cov ered]  his na ked ness.”  This term, used
pri mar ily in the book of  Le viti cus,  is a He braic euphe mism 
for sex ual in ter course. “And Noah awoke from his wine,
and knew what his younger son had done to him.”  As a re -
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sult of his sex ual at -
tack on his fa ther,
Ham is cursed by
Noah. (In Call of the
To rah Rabbi Elie
Munk cites He brew
schol ars who also
in ter prets Ham’s
vio la tion as “an act
of ped er asty”) -
(Munk:220).  Thus
Ham be comes Ca -
naan, for whom the
land of Ca naan is
named.  Some gen -
era tions later the
Canaan ite cit ies of

Sodom and Go mor rah would be de stroyed by God be cause
of ho mo sexu al ity.  White suprema cists ref er to Ham as the
fa ther of the col ored races which they call “mud peo ple.”
But it is ho mo sex ual per ver sion, not skin color, which is as -
so ci ated with the curse of Ca naan. 

Ma dame Blavat sky and the Theosophical So ci ety

An ex ami na tion of the homo- occultic in flu ences on the
Na zis must be gin with the Russian- born mys tic He lena
Petrovna Blavat sky (1831-1891), founder of the Theo -
sophi cal So ci ety and a fig ure who looms large be hind some
of the de fin ing ac tions and be liefs of the Nazi Party.
Blavat sky was proba bly a les bian, but we have no proof that 
she ac tu ally en gaged in les bian sex ual ac tiv ity.  She is de -
scribed as a very “mas cu line” woman who domi nated her
many fol low ers, both male and fe male (Cav endish:250).
She was mar ried twice and main tained a long as so cia tion
with Theo sophi cal So ci ety co- founder Henry Ol cott, but
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these were re la tion ships of
con ven ience.  Blavat sky
in sisted she had never had
sex with either hus band
(Me ade:137) and wrote,
“There is noth ing of the
woman in me.  When I was
young, if a young man had
dared to speak to me of
love, I would have shot
him like a dog who bit me”
(ibid.:50).

A world fa mous oc -
cult ist, Blavat sky founded
the Theo sophi cal So ci ety
in 1875 in New York, but
soon moved her op era tion
to In dia where she wrote
an in flu en tial oc cult book
called The Se cret Doc trine
in 1888.  In The Se cret
Doc trine Blavat sky ex -
pounds the Theo sophi cal
the ory of crea tion; a
seven- step pro gres sion of
hu man evo lu tion in which
suc ces sive “races” evolve
from a lower to a higher
form of life.  She calls
these stages “root races”
and iden ti fies our cur rent
“root race” as the fifth of
seven -- the Ar yan race --
which fol lows the fourth race, known as the At lan tean.
Blavat sky used a va ri ety of eso teric sym bols in the book,
in clud ing tri an gles and swas ti kas.  She claimed to be the
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cho sen spokes per son for two “ex alted mas ters” who com -
mu ni cated tele pathi cally with her from their se cret dwell -
ing place in Ti bet (Goodrick- Clarke:18ff).

In 1884 the first Ger man Theo sophi cal So ci ety was
es tab lished.  De spite its lu di crous ten ets, The oso phy be -
came ex tremely popu lar in Ger many and Aus tria.  Its Ar yan 
rac ist elit ism ap pealed to the grow ing number of eth nic
Ger mans whose voelkisch, or na tion al ist, sen ti ments de -
manded a re united Ger many.  Ac cord ing to Blavat sky, the
Ary ans were the most spiri tu ally ad vanced peo ple on earth,
but the Jews had a “re lig ion of hate and mal ice to ward eve -
ry one and eve ry thing out side it self.”  This was a mes sage
tailor- made for Na zism.

Bef ore she died in 1891, Blavat sky chose her Brit ish
dis ci ple An nie Be sant to be her suc ces sor.  Be sant, who had 
once been a de vout Chris tian, be came a dedi cated oc cult ist
af ter meet ing Blavat sky.  James Webb writes,

Mrs. Be sant’s ex traor di nary trans for ma tions from An gli -
can min is ter’s wife through birth- control propa gan dist
and la bor leader to The oso phist ...are...well known...Ar -
thur Neth er cot, her bi og ra pher, sug gests an ele ment of the
les bian in the rapid domi na tion of Mrs. Be sant by H. P.
Blavat sky (Webb:94).

“She ad dressed An nie in sus pi ciously ful some and en -
dear ing terms,” writes Neth er cot, “‘Dea rest,’ ‘My Dear est,’ 
‘Dearly Be loved One,’ and sign ing her self ‘Very ador ing.’” 
Neth er cot also re ports that “she dis patched mis sives to An -
nie...and ad dressed them to ‘My Dar ling Pe nelope’ from
‘Your...fe male Ulys ses’” (Neth er cot:306).  

Be sant’s “men tor and part ner” in run ning the Theo -
sophi cal So ci ety was Char les Lead beater, whom Webb de -
scribes as “that type of mildly ho mo sex ual cler gy man who
is as fa mil iar now as he was then” (Webb:95).  But Lead -
beater’s ho mo sexu al ity was not “mild” enough to keep him
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out of trou ble.  “From his early days as a Hamp shire cu rate
un til the close of his life,” writes Webb, “he seems to have
had an in cur able taste for young men” (ibid.:95).

At one point Lead beater claimed to have dis cov ered the 
new Mes siah -- the re turned Christ -- in the per son of a

young In dian named Jiddu
Krishna murti.  Krishna murti
gained in ter na tional ac cep tance
among fol low ers of The oso phy as
the new Sav ior.  The boy’s fa ther
nearly ru ined the scheme for the
The oso phists, how ever, when he
accused Lead beater of cor rupt ing
his son. “There was...small doubt
that Lead beater had been up to his
old tricks again” (ibid.:102).
    Un der Be sant and Lead beater,
The oso phy at tracted an even
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greater fol low ing.  The writ ings of both Be sant and Lead -
beater, as well as Blavat sky, were trans lated and pub lished
in Ger many.  An 1892 pe ri odi cal, Lo tus Blos soms , fea tured
Blavat sky’s writ ings and “was the first Ger man pub li ca tion
to sport the theo sophi cal swas tika upon its cover”
(Goodrick- Clarke:25).  As time went on nu mer ous other
Theosophy- based oc cult groups formed in Ger many and
Aus tria.  Sev eral of these groups would pro vide the philo -
sophi cal frame work for Na zism.

Guido von List and the Ar ma nen Or der

Guido von List (1848-1919)
was the first to com bine Ger -
man na tion al ism with the oc -
cult teach ings of The os o phy.
A bit ter critic of Chris tian ity, 
es pe cially Ca thol i cism, List
had con verted to Wotanism
(wor ship of Wotan, the an -
cient Ger man god of storms)
as a young teen ager. Years
later List “be came a cult fig -
ure on the east ern edge of the

Ger man world.  He was re garded by his read ers and fol low -
ers as a bearded old pa tri arch and a mys ti cal na tion al ist
guru whose clair voy ant gaze had lifted the glo ri ous Aryan
and Ger man past of Aus tria into full view from be neath the
de bris of for eign in flu ences and Chris tian cul ture”
(Goodrick-Clarke:33).

Al though twice mar ried, List was al most cer tainly ho -
mo sex ual.  His closest as so ci ates in cluded oc cult ists Jorg
Lanz von Liebenfels and Harald Gravelle, the for mer very
prob a bly, the lat ter avow edly, ho mo sex ual.  Gravelle, a
lead ing The os o phist in Ger many, also con trib uted to the
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ped er ast jour nal, Der Eigene. List was also known as the
Aleister Crowley of Vi enna be cause he was deeply in -
volved in Hindu Tan trism, a form of black magic that in cor -
po rated de vi ant sex ual rit u als (J.S. Jones:124).  In The
Mag i cal World of Alister Crowley, bi og ra pher Fran cis
King states that as part of his occultic rit u als, Crowley “de -
lib er ately hu mil i ated him self
by be ing...the pas sive part ner
in act[s] of buggery” (King in
Tompkins:421). 

 In 1908 List formed the
Guido von List So ci ety in part
to pro mote his Ariosophist re -
search and writ ings, which by
this time had be come vi ciously 
anti-Semitic (ibid.:43).

List’s oc cult ac tiv i ties
ranged across a wide spec -
trum.  He was an ex pert on the
Rune al pha bet and wrote sev -
eral books on the sub ject.  He was par tic u larly in fat u ated
with the dual light ning bolt sym bol that would later be come 
the des ig na tion for the SS. (J. S. Jones:125).  (The sin gle
light ning bolt would be adopted by the Hit ler Youth.) He
was also a self-styled oc cult mas ter, claim ing to be “the last
of the Armanist ma gi cians who had for merly wielded au -
thor ity in the old Aryan world” (Goodrick-Clarke:33).  
In 1911, List formed an elit ist oc cult or ga ni za tion called the 
Hoeher Armanen-Orden (“Higher Armanen Or der”).  The
HAO was a hi er ar chi cal priest hood in which he was Grand
Mas ter.  List claimed this cult was the sur viv ing rem nant of
an an cient or der of priest-kings called the Armanenschaft.
This group was the source of List’s great est in flu ence on
the Na zis.  Goodrick-Clark writes,
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List’s blue print for a new pan- German em pire [based
upon a re vival of the Ar ma nen schaft] was de tailed and un -
am bi gu ous.  It called for the ruth less sub jec tion of non-
 Aryans to Ar yan mas ters in a highly struc tured hi er ar chi -
cal state.  The quali fi ca tions of can di dates [for po si tions in 
the new so cial or der]...rested solely on their ra cial pu -
rity...But List went fur ther still, an tici pat ing the mys ti cal
elit ism of the SS in Nazi Ger many...List’s ideal was a
male or der with an oc cult chap ter (Goodrick- Clarke:64f).

Not only is List’s de sign strik ingly simi lar to the later
plans of Hein rich Himm ler for the SS- controlled state, but
it is also remi nis cent of the Brand/Fried lander phi loso phy
of mili ta ris tic male su prem acy.

Al though the Ar ma nen Or der was never a large or gani -
za tion, its mem ber ship in cluded high- ranking mem bers of
Aus trian so ci ety (ibid.:233n).  One dev o tee of List’s writ -
ings would be come the hub of the Nazi move ment: the
young Adolf Hitler.  Af ter the fall of the Third Reich, a
book writ ten by Guido von List was found in Hit ler’s pri -
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vate li brary.  On the in side cover was writ ten the in scrip -
tion: “To Adolf Hit ler, my dear brother in Ar ma nen,”
al though this is in suf fi cient evi dence to con clude that Hit ler 
be longed to the or der itself (J.S. Jones:124; Waite,
1977:90).  

Jorg Lanz von Lie ben fels and Ariosophy

If any oc cult ist can be said to have had more in flu ence
on Hit ler and the Na zis than List it would be Jorg Lanz von
Lie ben fels (1874-1954).  Lanz was a former Cis ter cian
Monk who had been thrown out of the or der “for car nal and
worldly de sires” (Sklar:19). Since the Cis ter cian Or der was 
a closed, all- male mon as tery, it is as sumed that Lanz's in -
dis cre tions were of a ho mo sex ual na ture.  Ger man writer
Friedrich Buchmayr noted the fol low ing about Lanz

[F]ollowing his or di na tion in 1898, as a priest, Lanz was
put to use as a teacher of choir boys. In April of 1899, the
24-year-old left the or der, stat ing his rea son for this step
as “in creas ing ner vous ness” and “ir ri ta tion.” In the Chap -
ter Book his de par ture was ac counted to “car nal loves.”
His later rad i cal ha tred of women sug gests a failed re la -
tion ship with women (Buchmayr, Biographisch-
Bibliographisches Kirchenlexikon , Vol. XVI, 1999)

It was through Lanz that Hit ler
would learn that many of his he roes 
of his tory were also “prac tic ing ho -
mo sexu als” (Waite, 1977:94f).  Af -
ter be ing ex pelled from the
mon as tery, Lanz formed his own
oc cul tic or der called the Ordo Novi
Tem pli or the Or der of the New
Tem ple (ONT).  The ONT was re -
lated to the Ordo Tem pli Ori en tis
or Or der of the Tem ple of the East,
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which, like List’s or gani za tion, prac ticed tan tric sex ual
ritu als (How ard:91).
     Hit ler was aware that Lanz was a ho mo sex ual, ac cord ing
to Frau Elsa Schmidt-Falk of the Nazi Ge ne al ogy Of fice of
Mu nich, as re ported by Daim. Schmidt-Falk fre quently
spoke with Hit ler per son ally in her role as a ge ne a log i cal
re searcher whose task was to ver ify the ra cial pu rity of
highly-placed Na zis. She did not con clude from her dis cus -
sions that Hit ler was per son ally as so ci ated with Lanz (al -
though he may have been) but she re ported that

Lanz was also men tioned once in the fol low ing con nec -
tion: a con victed ho mo sex ual had ad dressed a plea for
clem ency to Hit ler, in which he des ig nated [Lanz] as a ho -
mo sex ual.  Hit ler al lowed this man to dis ap pear...im me di -
ately....[At an other time] Hit ler men tioned Roehm,
Heines, etc. and also Lanz von Liebenfels and his group,
about which (group) he (Hit ler) at least ac cepted that it
was ac tively ho mo sex ual (Daim:41).

   

Both List’s and Lanz’ or ga ni za tions were mod eled on
the Teu tonic Knights and the Knights Tem plars,  mili ta ris -
tic mo nas tic or ders founded in 1118 A.D. to fight in the
Cru sades (Goodrick- Clarke:60).  Fol low ing the cru sades,
the Tem plars re turned to Europe, but did not de mo bi lize.
In stead the mem bers es tab lished mon as ter ies which be -
came cen ters of trade and in flu ence.  In the early 1300s the
Knights Tem plars were con demned by Pope In no cent III
for ho mo sex ual per ver sion and oc cul tic prac tices.  They
were brought to trial and dis banded by King Philip the Fair
of France.  Igra writes,

[Homo sexu ali ty’s] mor bid his tory in the Ger man blood
dates from the time of the Teu tonic Knights...Their per -
sonal lives were as in fa mous as the more widely pub li -
cized in fa mies of their brother Knights, the Tem plars.
These lat ter be came so cor rupt that they raised the prac tice 
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of their car di nal vice [ho mo sexu al ity] into a re ligious
cult...There were in nu mer able pub li c tri als where the
most re volt ing de tails were brought to light (Igra:18).
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Oth ers have con firmed the preva lence of ho mo sexu al -
ity among the Teu tonic Knights.   Adolf Brand, writing in
Der Ei gene, said of the Teu tons (from whom the Teu tonic
Knights take their name), that “the Edda [Norse my thol -
ogy] ex tols it [ho mo sexu al ity] as the high est vir tue of the
Teu tons (Brand in Ooster huis and Ken nedy:236f). Nazi
lead ers, es pe cially Himm ler, were in fatu ated with the Teu -
tons.  Sklar writes that “Like List and Lanz, Himm ler was
ob sessed with...the Or der of the Teu tonic Knights” and that
he “saw his Black Guards [the S.S.] as an elite cadre of Teu -
tonic war ri ors” (Sklar:14ff).  Like wise,  Fre der ick the
Great, Hit ler’s per sonal hero, “re vived the vices of the Teu -
tonic Knights” in his army (Igra:19). 

Hit ler’s Or dens bur gen (“Cas tles of the Order”) were
“the high est resi den tial acade mies for the train ing of the
Nazi elite” and “re ceived their name from the me die val for -
tresses built by the Teu tonic Knights” (Sny der:261).  It was
fit ting, then, that the swas tika flag would first be flown over 
one of these for tresses.  On Christ mas day, 1907, many
years bef ore the swas tika would be come the sym bol of the
Third Reich, Lanz and other mem bers of the ONT raised a
swas tika flag over the cas tle which Lanz had pur chased to
house the or der  (Goodrick- Clarke:109).  Lanz chose the
swas tika, he said, be cause it was the an cient pa gan sym bol
of Wo tan (Cav endish:1983).  Wo tanism, in ci den tally, was
claimed by List to have been the na tional re lig ion of the
Teu tons (Goodrick- Clarke:39).

The jour nal of the ONT was called Ostara, named for
the fe male coun ter part to Wo tan in the pa gan Ger manic
pan theon.  Some of the ti tles of Ostara pam phlets in cluded
“The Dan gers of Women’s Rights and the Ne ces sity of a
Mas cu line Mo ral ity of Mas ters,” and “In tro duc tion to
Sexual- Physics, or Love as Odylic En ergy.”  Lanz claimed
ho mo sexu al ity was the re sult of “Odylic” in flu ences
(Waite, 1977:93f).  Lanz hated women, writ ing that “the
soul of the woman has some thing pre- human, some thing
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de monic, some thing en ig matic about it” (Rho des:108).
“Na ture her self,” wrote Lanz, “has or dained women to be
our slaves” (Lanz in Daim:31). He blamed Ar yan ra cial im -
pu ri ties on pro mis cu ous women who were copu lat ing with
“men of lower races.”

Lanz’s oc cult phi loso phies, which he dubbed Ario so -
phy (Ar yan The oso phy), were an en large ment upon the
ideas of Guido von List.  To the foun da tion of The oso phy
and Ger man na tion al ism, Lanz added the popu lar theme of
so cial Dar win ism, as pro moted by Ernst Haeckel and the
Mo nist League.  Haeckel is fa mous to day for his de bunked
the ory that “on togeny re ca pitu lates phy logeny,” the idea
that the un born young of all spe cies pass through dis tinct
em bry onic stages that re ca pitu late the evo lu tion of suc ces -
sive phyla.  But in pre- Nazi Ger many, Haeckel was fa mous
for his ap pli ca tion of Dar win’s con cept of “sur vival of the
fit test” to hu man so ci ety.  Cam bridge his to rian and Lon don
Times jour nal ist Ben Mac in tyre writes,

The Ger man em bry olo gist Haeckel and his Mo nist
League told the world, and in par ticu lar, Ger many, that the 
whole his tory of na tions is ex pli ca ble by means of natu ral
se lec tion: Hit ler and his twisted theo ries turned this
pseudo- science into poli tics, at tempt ing to de stroy whole
races in the name of ra cial pu rity and the sur vival of the
fit test...Hit ler called his book Mein Kampf, “My Strug -
gle,” echo ing Haeck el’s trans la tion of Dar win’s phrase
“the strug gle for sur vival” (Mac in tyre:28f).

Lanz’s Ario so phy would fuel the imagi na tions of the
Nazi elite, de spite (or per haps be cause of) its lu na tic quali -
ties.  “Lanz ful mi nated,” writes Goodrick- Clarke, “against
the false Chris tian tra di tion of com pas sion for the weak and 
in fe rior and de manded that the na tion deal ruth lessly with
the un der privi leged” (Goodrick- Clarke:97).  Waite re ports
that Hit ler was an avid fan of Ostara and de vel oped his
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anti- Semitic phi loso phy with the help of rac ist pam phlets
pub lished and dis trib uted by Lanz and Guido von List.

[Hitler] bought some anti- Semitic pam phlets for a few
pen nies.  These pam phlets, which were so im por tant to
the for ma tion of Hit ler’s politi cal think ing, were dis trib -
uted by a viru lently anti- Semitic so ci ety called the List-
 Gesellschaft.  The tracts were writ ten by two now-
 forgotten pam phlet eers, Georg Lanz von Lie ben fels
(1872-1954) and Guido von List (c. 1865-1919). Of all
the rac ist pam phlets avail able to Hitler dur ing those
years, only those writ ten by Lanz and List set forth in ex -
plicit de tail the ideas and theo ries that be came un mis taka -
bly and char ac ter is ti cally Hit ler’s own.  Only they
preached the ra cial the ory of his tory which pro claimed
the ho li ness and unique ness of the one crea tive race of
Ary ans; only they called for the crea tion of a ra cially pure 
state which would bat tle to the death the in fe rior races
which threat ened it from with out and within; and only
they de manded the po liti cal domi na tion of a ra cial elite
led by a quasi- religious mili tary leader.  Hit ler’s po liti cal
ideas were later de vel oped and re in forced in rac ist cir cles
of Mu nich af ter the war in 1919-1923, but their gene sis
was in Vi enna un der the in flu ence of Lanz and List
(Waite, 1977:91).

In 1958 Wil helm Daim, an Aus trian psy cholo gist, pub -
lished a study of Lanz en ti tled Der Mann der Hit ler die
Ideen gab (“The Man Who Gave Hit ler His Ideas”).  In the
book, Daim re counts that Lanz had met Hit ler in Vi enna
when the lat ter was 20 years old.  Hit ler of ten vis ited oc cult
book stores and he used his con tacts in some of them to
locate Lanz af ter hav ing trou ble find ing back is sues of
Ostara.  While he was des ti tute in Vi enna, Hit ler “hotly
defended Lie ben fels’ ideas against skep tics” writes Sny der
(Sny der:211).  In 1932, twenty- three years af ter that fate ful
meet ing, Lanz wrote, “Hit ler is one of our pu pils...you will
one day ex pe ri ence that he, and through him we, will one
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day be vic to ri ous and de velop a move ment that makes the
world trem ble” (Cav endish:1983).  This proc la ma tion,
how ever, did not sit well with der Fue hrer, and he had
Lanz’s writ ings banned in 1933 (Sny der:211).

Lanz’s Ostara was a fo cal point for rac ist and oc cult
fig ures in Ger many.  In Ostara, Lanz pro posed that “un sat -
is fac tory” ra cial types be elimi nated by abor tion, ster ili za -
tion, star va tion, forced la bor and other means.  He also
rec om mended Ar yan breed ing farms where a mas ter race,
des tined to con trol the world, could be hatched
(Cavendish:1983).  Hein rich Himm ler would later cre ate
such a breed ing pro gram (called Le bens born) dur ing the
Third Reich.  The close simi lar ity of Lanz’s pre scrip tion for 
the elimi na tion of “in fe ri ors” to the views of Bene dict
Fried lander sug gests the pos si bil ity of a re la tion ship be -
tween The ONT (Or der of the New Tem ple) and the
Commu nity of the Elite.  One link was Har ald Grav elle, a
ho mo sex ual mem ber of the Guido von List So ci ety who
wrote for both Ostara and Der Ei gene (Steak ley:67n.34).
Grav elle was “the prin ci ple the oso phist of Lanz’s ac quain -
tance, with the ex cep tion of Guido List” (Goodrick-
 Clarke:100).

Al though not di rectly con nected to the ONT, the as tro -
lo gist, Dr. Karl Gun ther He im soth was an other link
between the Com mu nity of the Elite and the oc cult ists.
Heimsoth, a ho mo sex ual, was “a close friend and Freikorps 
com rade of Roehm” and main tained “close con tact with
sev eral fu ture Nazi big wigs” (Machtan:108f).  He wrote a
book ti tled Charak ter Kon stel la tion, which was de voted
en tirely to the horo scopes of ho mo sexu als (Rec tor:81); he
was also a con tribu tor to Der Ei gene.  He im soth is re mem -
bered for coin ing the term “ho mo phile” (Ooster huis and
Ken nedy:188), which was a common Amer i can syno nym
for ho mo sex ual in the early de cades of the “gay” move ment 
here.
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The Thule So ci ety

In 1912, var i ous fol low -
ers of List and Lanz formed
an or ga ni za tion called the
Germanen Or der.  Di -
verging rad i cally from the
purely philo sophic and spir -
i tual fo cus of the groups that 
the two “mas ters” had
formed, the Germanen Or -
der was to take an ac tive role 
in ful fill ing the goals of
Ariosophist teach ings. “The
prin ci ple aim of the
Germanen Or der,” writes
Goodrick-Clarke, “was the
mon i tor ing of the Jews and
their ac tiv i ties by the cre -
ation of a cen ter to which all anti-Semitic ma te rial would
flow for dis tri bu tion” (Goodrick-Clarke:128).  Only Ary -
ans of pure de scent were al lowed to be come mem bers.  The
first World War dis rupted the or ga ni za tion, but in the af ter -
math of the war the chap ters of the Or der be gan to en gage in 
di rect ac tion against those they con sid ered to be their en e -
mies.  

Af ter the war the Or der be gan to be “used as a cover or -
ga ni za tion for the re cruit ment of po lit i cal as sas sins”
(ibid.:133) who re vived the prac tices of  the Vehmgericht, a
me di eval vig i lante so ci ety whose only sen tence was death
(Waite 1969:216ff). Prom i nent among these as sas sins were 
Gerhard Rossbach, Edmund Heines and other “Butch” ho -
mo sex u als who would later help to shape the Nazi Party
(Snyder:92, Waite:222f).

Some 354 en e mies of the na tion al ists were killed over
sev eral years in the cam paign of Vheme mur ders, the most
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prom i nent be ing Walther Rathenau, For eign Min is ter of the 
Ger man Re pub lic dur ing World War I. Ironically, many of
the vic tims were killed for sex ual and not po lit i cal rea sons. 
Waite writes,

The Feme [ Vheme] was of ten di rected against former
com rades of post- Free Corps or gani za tions.  The very
mul ti plic ity of Bunds and se cret so cie ties led to com pe ti -
tion, quar rel ing and death....Com pe ti tion and con flict was
in ten si fied by the fact that many of the Free boot ers were
ho mo sexu als and hence prone to jeal ousy and “lover’s
quar rels.” The Mayer- Hermann case will serve as an ex -
am ple.

Ober leut nant Mayer was Kre is le iter of the “Ar be its ge -
mein schaft Ross bach.”  He was also, as court tes ti mony
eu phe mis ti cally put it, “an en emy of women,” as was his
Leader, Ger hard Ross bach and, sup ported by a wealthy to -
bac co nist, one Kurt Her mann, he founded his own “Ar be -
its ge mein schaft Mayer.”  But Ober leut nant Mayer soon
be came jeal ous of a cer tain Ge bauer, a former Bal tic
fighter, who was also court ing Herr Her mann.  Mayer
charged Ge bauer with trea son and sent two of his men to
Her mann’s home.  They found the trai tor in bed with Herr
Her mann -- Frau Her mann was away at the time -- and
car ried out the sen tence of the Feme (Waite 1969:222f).

In 1917, be cause of the as so cia tion of the Ger ma nen
Or der with po liti cal ter ror ism, its Ba var ian chap ter changed 
its name to the Thule So ci ety “to spare it the at ten tions of
so cial ist and pro- Republican ele ments” (ibid.:144).  The
Thule So ci ety re tained many of the bi zarre oc cult theo ries
origi nated by Blavat sky and “had close ties to Crowley’s
or gani za tion” (Ra schke:339).  His to rian Wulf Schwarz wal -
ler writes,

Briefly, the creed of the Thule So ci ety in ner cir cle was as
fol lows: Thule was a leg en dary is land in the Far North,
simi lar to At lan tis, sup pos edly the cen ter of a lost, high
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level civi li za tion.  But not all se crets of that civi li za tion
had been com pletely wiped out.  Those that re mained
were be ing guarded by an cient, highly in tel li gent be -
ings...The truly ini ti ated could es tab lish con tact with
these be ings...[who could] en dow the ini ti ated with su -
per natu ral strength and en ergy.  With the help of these en -
er gies of Thule, the goal of the ini ti ated was to cre ate a
new race of su per men of “Ar yan” stock who would ex ter -
mi nate all “in fe rior” races (Schwarz wal ler:66f).

The leader of the Thule So ci ety was a man named
Rudolf von Sebottendorf but its chief or ga nizer was Wal ter
Nauhaus, a for mer mem ber of the Wandervoegel move -
ment (Goodrick-Clarke:143).  Mem bers of the Thule So ci -
ety who fig ure prom i nently in the rise of Na zism in cluded
Hans Kahnert, Dietrich Eckart and Rudolf Hess.  In 1919
Kahnert founded Ger many’s larg est “gay rights” or ga ni za -
tion, the Bund fuer Menschenrecht (“So ci ety for Hu man
Rights”) which counted SA Chief Ernst Roehm among its
mem bers (J. Katz:632n94).  Eckart, mean while, was a
found ing mem ber of the Ger man Worker’s Party and be -
came Adolf Hit ler’s men tor (Shirer:65).  Like Hit ler, Eckart 
was a sub scriber to Ostara
(J. S. Jones:301n91).

Dietrich Eckart
adopted Hit ler as his stu -
dent in 1920. He later
stated that he felt “drawn
to his [Hit ler’s] whole be -
ing” and that he and Hit ler
de vel oped an “in ti mate”
re la tion ship in which he
re ferred to the youn ger
man as “my Adolf”
(Machtan:117).  Eckart
never con fessed to be ing a
ho mo sex ual, but the ev i -
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dence sug gests that he was.  He is al leged by some to have
been in volved in Tantric oc cult sex rit u als “sim i lar to
Crowley’s,” and even to have ini ti ated Hit ler into such ac -
tiv i ties (Raschke:399).  We do know that Eckart was one of
the most en thu si as tic fol low ers of Otto Weininger, a lead -
ing ho mo sex ual su prem a cist whose the o ries den i grated
women (Igra:100). Al fred Rosenberg char ac ter ized Eckart
as an in vet er ate mi sog y nist whose “ex clu sively male com -
pany” de stroyed his short and child less mar riage in 1920
(Machtan:118f).   

There is no ques tion at all that Eckart was in stru men tal
in Hit ler’s early suc cesses.  “With Eckart as his men tor,”
writes Schwarzwaller, “the gauche and in hib ited Hit ler --
the un suc cess ful painter, for mer PFC, who had not even
been pro moted to cor po ral be cause of ‘lack of lead er ship
qual i ties,’ quite sud denly...be came an out stand ing or ga -
nizer and pro pa gan dist” (Schwarzwaller:68).

Like Roehm and Lanz, Eckart claimed credit for “cre at -
ing” Hit ler.  In 1923, shortly be fore his death, Eckart wrote
to a friend, “Fol low Hit ler!  He will dance, but it will be to
my tune.  We have given him the means to main tain con tact
with them (mean ing the “mas ters”).  Don’t grieve for me
for I have in flu enced his tory more than any other Ger man”
(Schwarzwaller:69).  Though he would later rid i cule many
of the oc cult ists and their ideas, Hit ler ded i cated his book,
Mein Kampf, to Eckart, and at one time called Eckart his
“John the Baptiser” (ibid.:70).

Hit ler’s next spir i tual men tor was Karl Haushofer, who
later be came Ger many’s lead ing the o rist on the sub ject of
geo-politics (the sci en tific study of the in flu ence of ge og ra -
phy on po lit i cal events).  A se cret mem ber of the Thule So -
ci ety, Haushofer is cred ited with train ing Hit ler to think in
terms of world con quest and is be lieved to have vir tu ally
dic tated Chap ter 16 of Mein Kampf, which out lines Hit ler’s
for eign pol icy (Sklar:63f). Haushofer’s Lebensraum (“liv -
ing space”) the ory was later used to jus tify Ger man ex pan -
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sion, while his fa mil iar ity
with the Ori ent al lowed him
to forge Hit ler’s al li ance
with Ja pan (ibid.).
     There is ev i dence to sug -
gest that Haushofer was ho -
mo sex ual as well. In
Hit ler’s Cross, Erwin
Lutzer ac cuses Haushofer
of tak ing Hit ler 

through the deep est lev els
of oc cult trans for ma tion
un til he be came a thor -
oughly demonized be ing.
Hit ler was even trans -
formed sex u ally; he be came a sado-masochist, prac tic ing
var i ous forms of sex ual per ver sion (Lutzer:61). 

More per sua sive is the tes ti mony of Ilse Hess, wife of
Rudolf Hess, the Thule So ci ety mem ber who would rise the 
high est in Nazi cir cles.   Hess, a ho mo sex ual (his mar riage
not with stand ing) was one of Hit ler’s clos est friends and a
fel low stu dent of Haushofer.  Machtan re ports that “Ilse
Hess...com plained that she had got ten no more out of her
mar riage than a ‘girl confirmand’ and she even com pared
her self, where ‘the plea sures of mat ri mony are con cerned,’
to a ‘con vent school girl’” (Machtan:149).  He adds the fol -
low ing:

Hess had de vel oped a close re la tion ship with Haushofer,
who was twenty-five years older than him self. The two of 
them of ten spent whole nights sit ting to gether in
Haushofer’s home, and they also made joint ex cur sions.
“He’s a won der ful per son,” Hess en thu si as ti cally told his
par ents, and Haushofer ded i cated to his “young friend
Rudolf Hess” a hymn rem i nis cent of Stefan George [a
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well-known ped er ast], which spoke of “his eyes fes tively
il lu mi nat ing closed doors” just as “a sun set is re flected in
a spring.” Ilse Hess later con fessed in a re strained fash ion,
that she had “long been al most a tri fle jeal ous” of
Haushofer, who seemed to have pos i tively “ab sorbed” her 
boy friend (Machtan:144f).

  

Hess even tu ally be came the Dep uty Fuehrer of the
Nazi Party.  Both Hess and Al fred Rosenberg had “an im -
mense in flu ence on Hit ler to whom they preached the gos -
pel of the Thule So ci ety” (Angebert:172).  In ad di tion to his 
in volve ment with the Thule So ci ety, Hess be longed to yet
an other off shoot of the Theo soph i cal cult.  It was an or ga ni -
za tion called the Anthroposophical So ci ety, formed in 1912 
by Rudolf Steiner.  Steiner was a for mer leader of the Ger -
man Theo soph i cal So ci ety who split with the group fol low -
ing their “dis cov ery” of the new “mes siah.”  Hess was also
a firm be liever in as trol ogy (Howe:152).

Hit ler was also in flu enced by other mem bers of the
Thule So ci ety.  Waite writes,

In de scrib ing his ini tia tion into poli tics at Mu nich in 1919,
Hit ler stressed the im por tance of a lit tle pam phlet en ti tled
“My Po liti cal Awak en ing” ...[writ ten by] a sickly fa natic
called An ton Drex ler...Drex ler was an ad junct mem ber of
the Thule So ci ety, the most in flu en tial of the many rac ist
anti- Semitic groups spawned in Mu nich dur ing the im me -
di ate post war pe ri od...By the time of the revo lu tion of
1918, the so ci ety num bered some 1500 mem bers in Ba -
varia and in cluded many of Hit ler’s later sup port ers.  Hit -
ler him self, it is re ported “was of ten a guest of the
So ci ety”...The ac tual Ger man Work er’s Party — which
was to be come the mighty Nazi move ment...dif fered very
lit tle from the dis cus sion groups and ac tivi ties of the Thule 
So ci ety or the other rac ist groups to which all the found ers
be longed.  (Waite, 1977:115).
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Ho mo sex ual Rudolf Hess be came Dep uty Fuehrer of the Nazi Party. 
Yad Vashem.
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Yet an other prom i nent Nazi who was strongly in flu -
enced by the Ger man oc cult move ment was Hein rich
Himmler.  Himmler main tained a close re la tion ship with a
prom i nent oc cult ist named Karl Maria Wiligut, who be -
came known as the “Rasputin of Himmler”
(Goodrick-Clarke:177).  It is not clear if this des ig na tion is
meant to im ply that Wiligut shared the in fa mous Rus sian’s
pen chant for sex ual li cen tious ness.  Wiligut claimed to
have a gift of clair voy ant “an ces tral mem ory,” cer tainly
quite use ful to the ra cial pur ists of the Nazi Party who were
con cerned with prov ing their own Aryan her i tage.  Wiligut
was re spon si ble for de sign ing the Death’s Head ring worn
by mem bers of the SS.

Un der Himmler, the SS be came a ver i ta ble occultic or -
der.  Chris tian names of SS sol diers were re placed with
Teu tonic names, and all mem bers were re quired to main -
tain the strict est se crecy and de tach ment from the rest of so -
ci ety (Sklar:100).  In later years Himmler spent vast sums
of money on es o teric re search pro jects such as an ex pe di -
tion to Ti bet “to look for traces of a pure Ger manic race
which might have been able to keep in tact the an cient
Nordic mys ter ies” (ibid.:102). (This lit tle-known as pect of
Nazi his tory is, of course, the in spi ra tion for the Ste ven
Spielberg movie, Raiders of the Lost Ark.)

Himmler may well have been a ho mo sex ual (two
sources are cited later in the book), how ever, his in tense ob -
ses sion with se crecy largely shielded him from dis clo sure
of his pri vate life.  He did, how ever, fos ter the cult of the
maennerbund among his men.  Some re port that SS spe cial
forces train ing re quired re cruits to soap each other’s bod ies
dur ing show ers to es tab lish mu tual de pend ency (Reisman,
1994:3).  Later, Himmler would make empty threats against 
ho mo sex u als in pub lic pro nounce ments, but it is clear that
he was com pletely com fort able be ing part of Adolf Hit ler’s
clique of ped er asts.

In any case, we can see that the oc cult roots of the Nazi
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Party ran deep into Ger man his tory.  It is also apparent that
many of the lead ing oc cult fig ures re spon si ble for this leg -
acy were ho mo sex u als.  From an cient pa gan roots through
Blavatsky to List and Lanz, and to Hit ler him self, the evo lu -
tion of homo-occultism gave the Na zis their the o ries of an
Aryan Mas ter Race and their jus ti fi ca tion for the vi cious
ex ter mi na tion of “in fe rior” life.
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Chap ter Three

THE HOMOSEXUAL ROOTS OF FASCISM

An other area of his tory we must ex plore in or der to un -
der stand the Na zis is the ori gin of fas cism and na tional
social ist ide ol ogy.  Fas cism is a term which eludes easy
defi ni tion but most would proba bly agree that in its nar row -
est sense, fas cism is a form of gov ern ment char ac ter ized by
three things: one- party dic ta tor ship, cen tral ized gov ern -
ment con trol of fi nance and in dus try, and mili tant na tion al -
ism.  It is im por tant to em pha size here that fas cism is a form 
of so cial ism.  It is thus in ac cu rate and mis lead ing to call the
Nazi Party “right wing” al though this mis iden ti fi ca tion is
nearly uni ver sally ac cepted  to day.   

In his 1964 work, Varie ties of Fas cism, his to rian Eugen 
We ber said “we should do well to re mem ber that Fas -
cism...con sid ered it self a form of So cial ism, freed of hu -
mani tar ian sen ti men tal ism and Marx ist dia lec tic, truer to
fun da men tal So cial ist aims in that it tried to adapt it self to a
chang ing his tori cal re al ity which the old Marx ist in ter pre ta -
tion no longer suited” (Weber:29).

In seek ing the roots of fas cism we once again find a
high cor re la tion be tween ho mo sexu al ity and a mode of
think ing which we iden tify with Na zism. It is in ter est ing
that We ber, with out not ing the ho mo sex ual con nec tion,
traced “the pat tern of the planned to tali tar ian state back to
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Pla to’s Re pub lic, and the Fas cist men tal ity to the tur bu lent,
un scru pu lous Cali cles who ap pears in an other Pla tonic dia -
logue, Gor gias” (We ber:11).  

So here we be gin.  The in spi ra tion for the fas cist state
comes from Plato, the male su prema cist and apolo gist for
ped er asty.  Plato is re vered as the pre emi nent clas si cal phi -
loso pher, al though his ap par ent ad vo cacy of man/boy sex is 
not com monly known.  A pro to typi cal state ment by the phi -
loso pher is re corded in George Grant’s Leg is lat ing Im mor -
al ity: “Through the nightly lov ing of boys, a man, on
aris ing, be gins to see the authen tic na ture of true beauty”
(Grant, 1993:24).  Pla to’s Re pub lic is his best known work.
The fol low ing is a sum mary of the Re pub lic from W.K.C.
Guthrie’s A His tory of Greek Phi loso phy:

The Re pub lic (c.370 BC) ad vances many of Pla to’s prin -
ci pal ideas, no ta bly those con cerned with gov ern ment and
jus tice.  Com posed as a de bate be tween Soc ra tes and five
other speak ers, The Re pub lic is best known for its de scrip -
tion of the ideal state (based on Sparta), which Plato ar -
gues should be ruled by philosopher- kings (Guthrie in
Gro lier).  

As we have noted, the Spar tan so ci ety was domi nated
by a ped er as tic war rior cult that fea tured man da tory in duc -
tion of twelve- year- old boys into ho mo sex ual part ner ships
with adult men.  Like all such cults, the Spar tan mili tary
was rig idly hi er ar chi cal and elit ist.  Pla to’s con cept of the
“philosopher- king” is that of an auto cratic leader ap pro pri -
ate to such a society.  The philosopher- king rules over a
kind of fas cist uto pia.  In ter est ingly, Pla to’s ide al ized so ci -
ety in the Re pub lic in cludes the elimi na tion of the fam ily as
a so cial unit and the elimi na tion of pri vate prop erty.  

The next fig ure cited by We ber in the his toric de vel op -
ment which would cul mi nate in Na tional So cial ism is
Freder ick the Great (1712-1786) “founder of the per fect
Prus sian bu reauc racy” (We ber:11).  He writes, “The Nazi
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Sieg fried [a Teu tonic mytho logi cal hero] looked back to the 
equali tar ian elit ism of Sparta [and] to the bar racks of
[Freder ick’s] Prus sian army” (ibid.:82).  Fre der ick clearly
fit Pla to’s de scrip tion of a philosopher- king.  He es tab -
lished a strict mili tary or der on the Spar tan model and used
his elite forces to great ad van tage, ex pand ing his Prus sian
em pire through ruth less light ning strikes against neigh bor -
ing coun tries.  He was also a ho mo sex ual, and, co in ci den -
tally, one of Adolf Hit ler’s great est he roes (Waite,
1977:112).  Ho mo sexu al ist his to rian Noel L. Garde writes,

Fre der ick’s ho mo sex ual in cli na tions, of which Lt. Katte
in his youth was the prin ci ple ob ject, were at tested by
many authori ties, no ta bly Vol taire and Fre der ick him -
self...The other young men be sides Katte were...Baron
Fre der ick Trenck, Count Key ser lingk, Count Go erz and
an Ital ian named Bar bar ini (Garde:448).

In re cent years Fre der ick has been praised as a model of
so cial lib er al ism and hu mani tari an ism.  An other side of this 
man, how ever, ex plains his ap peal to Hit ler and the Na zis.
Igra de scribes him:

Fre der ick hated women, as such.  Die Frau was al ways a
Schimpf wort, an ex pres sion of con tempt, with
him...Though he felt obliged by rea son of his po si tion to
have a queen, which in volved the ne ces sity of get ting
mar ried, Fre der ick never lived a hus band’s life.  And
though [Mar tin] Lu ther’s Re form in cul cated the mar riage 
of the clergy, with a view to stamp ing out the vices that
had char ac ter ized celi bacy in Ger many, and though the
same in junc tion logi cally ap plies to sol diers, Fre der ick
forced the ma jor ity of his of fi cers to re main un mar -
ried...In his ar mies he re vived the vices of the Teu tonic
Knights and the Tem plars.  Fre der ick is rightly looked
upon as the founder of mod ern Ger man mili ta rism, not
merely as state pol icy but as a wor ship of de struc tion for
its own sake.  He de spised hu man ity in gen eral and

THE PINK SWASTIKA                              131



looked on hu man life, even his own life, as a baga telle.  He 
con stantly car ried a phial of poi son on his per son so that
he might put an end to his own life at any mo ment he con -
sid ered op por tune (Igra:18f).

Ac cord ing to Weber, the Na tional So cial ist brand of
fas cism be gan in the mid-1800s with the rad i cal Uni ver sal
Ger man Work ing men’s As so ci a tion (UGWA) (Weber:11). 
The founder of the UGWA was German so cial ist leader
Ferdinand Lassalle, once the chief ri val of Karl Marx for
leadership of the com mu nist or ga ni za tion First In ter na -
tional.  While prob a bly not ho mo sex ual him self (he was
killed by the ag grieved hus band of one of his lov ers)
Lassalle is re mem bered for his po lit i cal re ha bil i ta tion of the 
no to ri ous ped er ast, Jean Baptiste von Schweitzer, af ter the
So cial Dem o crat Party had ex pelled him.  Schweitzer was a
tal ented law yer who, in 1862, had be come ed i tor of the
main pe ri od i cal of the Ger man so cial ist move ment,
Sozialdemokrat.  In Au gust of that year, two el derly la dies,
en joy ing a quiet stroll in a pub lic park in Mannheim, ac ci -
den tally came upon Schweitzer and a school boy.
Schweitzer was sodomizing the boy in the bushes.  He was
ar rested, given two weeks in jail, and dis barred
(Steakley:1).

The So cial Dem o crats dis owned Schweitzer, but only
one year later Lassalle took Schweitzer un der his wing (J.
Katz:567n.), stat ing that a per son’s sex ual tastes had “ab so -
lutely noth ing to do with a man’s po lit i cal char ac ter”
(Linsert:178).  Schweitzer be came pres i dent of the UGWA, 
and on Sep tem ber 7, 1867, was elected to the Reichstag
(par lia ment) of the North Ger man Con fed er a tion
(Steakley:1ff).  
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Frie drich Ni etz sche

Among the sev eral men who
have been dubbed “the Fa ther of
Na tional So cial ism” (in clud ing
Jorg Lanz von Liebenfels),
Friedrich Wil helm Nietz sche
(1844-1900) is prob a bly most
de serv ing of this dis tinc tion, be -
ing so la beled by Nazi lu mi nar -
ies Dr. Al fred Rosenberg and
Dr. Franck (Pe ters:221).  Oth ers
have called him the “Fa ther of
Fas cism” (ibid.:ix).  Ra bidly
anti-Christian and a ho mo sex -
ual, Nietz sche founded the “God 
is dead” move ment and con trib uted to the de vel op ment of
ex is ten tial ist phi los o phy.  Nietz sche’s pub lisher, Pe ter
Gast, called Nietz sche “one of the fierc est anti-Christians
and athe ists,” and de scribed his book, The Antichrist, as a
“fe ro cious curse” on Chris tian ity (ibid.:119).  Nietz sche
called Chris tian ity and de moc racy the mo ral i ties of the
“weak herd,” and ar gued for the “nat u ral ar is toc racy” of the 
Uuebermensch or superman, whose “will to power” was
grounded in the ma te rial world (Wren in Grolier).

Ac cord ing to Mac in tyre in For gotten Fa ther land: The
Search For Elis a beth Nietz sche, Frederich Nietz sche never
mar ried and had no known fe male sex part ners, but went in -
sane at age 44 and even tu ally died of syph i lis.  Ac cord ing to 
Sigmund Freud and Carl Jung, Nietz sche had caught the
dis ease at a ho mo sex ual brothel in Genoa, It aly
(McIntyre:91f).  Nietz sche’s un flat ter ing opin ion of
women was widely known.  His works were “pep pered
with at tacks against women,” and, like the ped er asts of the
Com mu nity of the Elite, he rel e gated women to the role of
breed ers and sex ual slaves.  Men, on the other hand were to
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be bred for war (Agonito:265f).
One of Nietz sche’s clos est friends and an other hero of

Adolf Hit ler was Rich ard Wag ner, the com poser.  Wag ner
was the sub ject of a 1903 book by Hans Fuchs called Rich -
ard Wag ner und die Homosexualitaet (“Rich ard Wag ner
and Ho mo sex u al ity”) in which Fuchs rec om mends art as a
means for ho mo sex ual eman ci pa tion (Oosterhuis and Ken -
nedy:86).  We do not know whether Wag ner was ho mo sex -
ual, al though Hit ler is re ported to have iden ti fied him as
one.  In Kurt Ludecke’s I Knew Hit ler, the Fuehrer said the
fol low ing when the is sue of ho mo sex u al ity among the
Brownshirts was raised: “Ach, why should I con cern my -
self with the pri vate lives of my fol low ers!....I love Rich ard
Wag ner’s mu sic -- must I shut my ears to it be cause he was
a ped er ast? The whole thing’s ab surd” (Ludeke:477f).

Nietz sche’s phi los o phy was grounded in Greek and Ro -
man pa gan ism, and in his writ ings he called for “a new
Caesar to trans form the world” (Pe ters:viii).  Years later,
Nietz sche’s sis ter and chief pro moter, Elis a beth, would en -
thu si as ti cally dub Hit ler the “superman” her brother had
pre dicted (ibid.:220).  In deed, Elis a beth’s ad u la tion of Hit -
ler was mir rored by the Fuehrer’s ad mi ra tion for her
brother.  Hit ler and the Na zis were in debted to Nietz sche
for his con tri bu tion to Ger man na tion al ism.  “It is not too
much to say,” writes his to rian George Lichtheim, “that but
for Nietz sche the SS — Hit ler’s shock troops and the core
of the whole move ment — would have lacked the in spi ra -
tion to carry our their pro grams of mass mur der in East ern
Eu rope” (McIntyre:187).  And W. Cleon Skousen writes
that when “Hit ler wrote Mein Kampf, it was as though
Nietz sche was speak ing from the dead” (Skousen:348).

Had he lived in that era, Nietz sche might not have be -
come a Nazi. His works in clude nu mer ous con dem na tions
of anti-Semitism and na tion al ism (and thus were se lec -
tively cen sored by Eliz a beth).  But the best mea sure of
Nietz sche’s con tri bu tion and im por tance to Na zism is not
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in con jec tures about what Nietz sche might have thought
about Na zism, but in the ac tual rev er ence of the Na zis for
him.  Nietz sche’s most cel e brated book, Also Sprach
Zarathustra, (“Thus Spake Zarathustra”) was con sid ered
the “bi ble” of the Hit ler Youth and was “en shrined with
Hit ler’s Mein Kampf and Al fred Rosenberg’s Myth of the
Twen ti eth Cen tury -- in the vault of the Tannenberg Me mo -
rial, which had been erected to com mem o rate Ger many’s
vic tory over Rus sia in the First World War” (Pe ters:221).
Hit ler and the Na zis of ten used Nietzschean phrases such as 
“will to power,” “live dan ger ously,” and “Su per man,” but
more sig nif i cantly, Nietz sche be came a hero to the masses
as well.  Cer tain Ger man in tel lec tu als can on ized Nietz sche
through the pop u lar me dia of the day.  Pe ters writes,

Ger many’s in tel lec tual elite, in clud ing po ets like Ste fan
George and writ ers like Tho mas Mann, saw in Ni etz -
sche’s “aris to cratic radi cal ism” an an swer to the deca dent 
demo cratic ide als of the West.  Fer vent young men and
women met for ritu al is tic read ings from Za ra thus tra.
Hymns were com posed to cele brate the new re lig ion, and
by the time the body of the sick phi loso pher was fi nally
put to rest, he was pro claimed a saint (Pe ters:ix).

The Cul tural Elites

    Who were these “in tel lec tu als”
who pop u lar ized Nietzschean fas -
cism in Ger many?  Stefan George,
one of Ger many’s most pop u lar
po ets of the time, was a ped er ast
and “a guid ing ex am ple” to the
Com mu nity of the Elite.  “George
and his dis ci ples,” write
Oosterhuis and Ken nedy, “...re viv -
i fied Holderlin’s con cept of
Griechendeutschen (Hel lenic Ger -
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mans), [and] con trasted in their po etry and life style the
‘eter nal spring of ho mo erotic friend ship’ from the fam ily”
(Oosterhuis and Ken nedy:91).  Homosexualist Ian Young
wrote that “In George, aes theti cism, Nietzscheanism and
ho mo sex ual ide al ism were trans muted into a po etic phi los -
o phy” (Young:183).

 In 1903, George be came in fat u ated with a 15-year-old
boy and made him a fig ure of wor ship in a 1907 book called 
Der siebente Ring (“The Sev enth Ring”).  His last book,
Das neue Reich (“The New King dom”), pub lished in 1928,
“proph e sied an era in which Ger many would be come a new 
Greece” (Miles in Grolier).  In 1933, when Hit ler came to
power, he of fered  George the po si tion of  Pres i dent of the
Nazi Acad emy of Let ters (a post which he turned down)
(Mosse:60).

Thomas Mann’s iden ti fi ca tion with Nietz sche may also
have had some thing to do with the lat ter’s ho mo sex u al ity. 
Among other works, Mann is fa mous for a 1912 no vella
called Der Tod in Venedig (“Death in Ven ice”), in which
“an ag ing writer risks life and rep u ta tion in his at tempts to
gaze on the Apollonian beauty of the 14-year-old Tadzio”
(Reiter in Grolier).  Homosexualist his to rian A.L. Rowse
called this no vella “the most pub li cized ho mo sex ual story
of the cen tury” (Rowse:212).  A re cently pub lished bi og ra -
phy, Thomas Mann:  A Life, by Don ald Prater, es tab lishes
the nov el ist’s ho mo sex u al ity.  A re view of this book in The
San Fran cisco Ex am iner (De cem ber 23, 1995) states that
the book is based in part on Mann’s pri vate di a ries, which
re veal a “se cret ho mo erotic life.”   

Mann was mar ried and had six chil dren for whom he
was “a re mote and some times ter ri fy ing fig ure.”  The ar ti -
cle re veals that two of these chil dren, Klaus and Mi chael,
com mit ted sui cide. Two of his chil dren be came ho mo sex u -
als (Rowse:212).   Mann con fesses in his di ary that the char -
ac ter Tadzio, the 14-year-old boy in “A Death in Ven ice,”
was ac tu ally mod eled af ter a boy on whom Mann “de vel -
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oped  a crush while holidaying in Ven ice.” We must be
clear, how ever, that Mann’s con tri bu tion to Na zism, his
role in pop u lar iz ing Nietz sche, was un in tended.  Mann was
per son ally anti-Nazi, and was per sona non grata with Hit -
ler’s gov ern ment..  

Nietz sche’s in flu ence ex tended be yond the Ger man
bor der.  Adapting for its sub ject “the Nietzschean ec stasy”
in the Ital ian art world, play wright Frank Wedekind’s play,
Spring’s Awak en ing, fea tures a cast of school boys whom
he “al lowed...to ex pe ri ence all forms of sex u al ity ...[in clud -
ing] mas tur ba tion, het ero sex ual pro mis cu ity and..ho mo -
sex ual love mak ing be tween the boys” (Mosse:61).  Benito
Mus so lini him self ac knowl edged a debt of grat i tude to
Nietz sche dur ing his dic ta tor ship (Pe ters:212).

Nietz sche’s sis ter, Elis a beth, fig ured prom i nently in
pre-Nazi and Nazi Ger many.  Af ter Nietz sche’s death in
1900, she as sumed con trol of his es tate and re lent lessly pro -
moted her brother’s writ ings, es tab lish ing the Nietz sche
Ar chives.  Dur ing the Weimar Re pub lic the Ar chives be -
came “the cen ter of a pow er ful coun ter-revolutionary cur -
rent” of Ger man na tion al ism (ibid.:206).  At one point
Nietz sche’s fol low ers wanted to build a Nietz sche Tem ple,
com plete with stat ues of Apollo and Dionysos (ibid.:200).
While the tem ple was never built, Adolf Hit ler him self
com mis sioned a shrine to Nietz sche, a me mo rial au di to -
rium and li brary “where Ger man youth could be taught
Nietz sche’s doc trine of a mas ter race” (ibid.:222).  The
Friedrich Nietz sche zum Gedachinis erbaut (“Friedrich
Nietz sche Me mo rial Build ing”) was opened in Au gust of
1938 (McIntyre:192).

An in ter est ing aside to this story is the fact that in 1886
Elis a beth Nietz sche and her hus band founded a col ony in
Par a guay, South Amer ica called Nueva Germania (“New
Ger many”).  Af ter the fall of the Third Reich, Nueva
Germania shel tered hun dreds of flee ing Nazi war crim i -
nals, in clud ing the in fa mous Dr. Jo seph Mengele
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(McIntyre: 5,205ff). An other in ter est ing fact is that Rudolf
Steiner, who would later found the occultic
Anthroposophical So ci ety, was briefly in volved with Elis a -
beth in the man age ment of the Nietz sche Ar chives.

Frederich Nietz sche’s in flu ence on the Na zis is re -
flected in all they did. “Be come hard and show no mercy,”
Nietz sche taught, “for evil is man’s best force” (Pe -
ters:227). One won ders whether his tory might have been
dif fer ent if Ger mans had been aware that the writ ings of
their fas cist “ge nius” may have been in flu enced by im -
paired brain func tion “caused by...the ter tiary phase of ce -
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re bral syph i lis” (ibid.:35).  In 1902, a doc tor by the name of
P.J. Mobius at tempted to warn his coun try men “that they
should be ware of Nietz sche, for his works were the prod -
ucts of a dis eased brain” (ibid.:184).  Un for tu nately for the
world, Mobius’s re port was squelched by Elis a beth and her
pow er ful friends.

The at trac tion of fas cism for ho mo sex u als ap pears in
the his tory of other coun tries as well.  As we noted ear lier,
pro-Nazi fas cist or ga ni za tions in both Eng land and France
were headed by ho mo sex u als. In Eng land, the or ga ni za tion
was called the An glo-German Fel low ship, and was headed
by Brit ish ho mo sex u als Guy Fran cis de Moncy Bur gess,
and Cap tain John Rob ert Macnamara.  (As an aside, while
we can not state con clu sively that they acted with trea son -
ous mo tives, it must be noted that ho mo sex ual po lit i cal ac -
tiv ists played a ma jor role in the ap pease ment of Hit ler
prior to World War II (Noebel:128ff)).  

In France, the pro-Nazi fas cists were rep re sented by
two groups, the Rad i cal So cial ist Party headed by Edouard
Pfeif fer (Sec re tary Gen eral), and the French Pop u lar Party
headed by Jacques Doriot.  Pfeif fer was openly  ho mo sex -
ual.  Less is known about Doriot, but, as we have shown, his 
or ga ni za tion seems to have to have had an at trac tion for ho -
mo sex u als in any case (Costello:300ff.). 

The Bel gian fas cist “Rexist” move ment was led by
Leon Degrelle “who
would come to re gard
him self as the spir i tual son 
of Hit ler” (Toland:410). 
In Aus tria, it was Artur
Seyss-Inquart, who, af ter
Hit ler’s as cen sion to
power was “ap pointed
Min is ter of the In te rior,
with full, un lim ited con -
trol of the na tion’s po lice
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forces” (ibid.:434). In Nor way, it was the in fa mous
Vidkum Quis ling, whose very sur name be came syn on y -
mous with “trai tor.” Igra iden ti fies all of these men as ho -
mo sex ual (Igra:86).  A “top leader” of the Nazi Party in
Czecho slo va kia was also ho mo sex ual (Oosterhuis:243). 

A con nec tion be tween ho mo sex u al ity and fas cism in
Ger many’s mil i tary al lies is im plied by his to rian Mary
Beard  In The Sex Life of the Un mar ried Adult she writes
that “the Fas cist move ment in Ger many, as in It aly and Ja -
pan, is es sen tially a dy namic of un mar ried males...Adolph
Hit ler, [is] a bach e lor like the ma jor ity of the thirty or forty
lead ers of the Nazi Party...A num ber of the prom i nent Na -
zis are men with re cords of sex ual per ver sions as well as of
mil i tary dar ing” (Beard:158).  Homosexualists John
Lauritsen and Da vid Thorstad re port that in the So viet Un -
ion, ho mo sex u al ity be came known as “the fas cist per ver -
sion” dur ing the 1930’s. They quote the So viet writer,
Maxim Gorky: “There is al ready a slo gan in Ger many,
‘Erad i cate the ho mo sex ual and fas cism will dis ap pear’”
(Lauritsen and Thorstad:69). 
    Wil helm Reich, au thor of The Mass Psy chol ogy of Fas -
cism was a prom i nent Ger man psy cho an a lyst when Hit ler
came to power in 1933.  He wrote that ho mo sex u al ity was
the breed ing ground of fas cism.  In 1936, fel low psy chi a -
trist Erich Fromm ech oed this view and also linked ho mo -
sex u al ity with sado-masochism (Oosterhuis:242).  This
link has been widely rec og nized in past de cades. 
Oosterhuis writes,

Dutch lib eral an ar chist An ton Con standse...claimed that
“be cause most Na tional So cial ist or gani za tions are typi -
cally all- male so cie ties, ho mo sexu al ity was in evi ta -
ble....Eve ry body knows that the sex ual abuse of youths
was quite com mon in Roehm’s SA.”  From this he in ferred 
that “the great dan ger of male bond ing, es pe cially in the
mili tary, is in deed ho mo sexu al ity.”  The anti- fascist jour -
nal Het Fun da ment , pub lished in Hol land, also char ac ter -
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ized ho mo sexu al ity as typi cal of fas cism.... [F]emi nist
Maria An toni etta Mac cioc chi ...[wrote of] the  ex treme
mi sog yny of “the broth er hood of male chau vin ist fas cists
and ho mo sex ual Na zis.”  Su san Son tag ex plained the
popu lar ity of sa do maso chism in the gay sub cul ture...sim -
ply as an “eroti ciz ing of Na zism.”  Accord ing to her,
“there is a natu ral link” be tween ho mo sex ual sa do maso -
chism and fas cism.  The stereo type was also made visi ble
in such films as Lu chino Vis con ti’s The Damned (1969),
Ber nardo Ber to luc ci’s The Con form ist (1971), Pier Paolo 
Pa so lini’s Salo or the 120 Days of Sodom (1975), and
Volker Schlon dorff’s The Tin Drum (1978) - (Ooster -
huis:244f). 

 We can see that the roots of Na zism are fun da men tally
in ter re lated with the ho mo sex u al ity of its phi los o phers; a
fact noted by many prom i nent writ ers and think ers.   (Al -
though it may be mere co in ci dence we are re minded  that
the Latin root of fas cism is fas ces, “a bun dle of rods.”  A di -
min u tive of fas ces is “fag got,” a com mon pe jo ra tive for ho -
mo sex u als.) In the lives of such men as Plato, Frederick the
Great, and Nietz sche, whose writ ings and deeds were foun -
da tional to mod ern fas cism, the com mon de nom i na tor is
ho mo sex ual be hav ior.  Cer tainly not ev ery fas cist has been
ho mo sex ual, just as not ev ery ho mo sex ual has been fas cist.
But the glar ing truth of his tory is that con tem po rary Ger -
man ho mo sex u als bore a dis pro por tion ately large share of
the re spon si bil ity for the rise of Na zism.

We have now looked at three sep a rate and dis tinct
realms of pre-Nazi Ger man so ci ety which con trib uted to
the for ma tion and suc cess of the Nazi Party.  In the Ger man
“gay rights” move ment we saw the pederastic or i gins of the 
Hel lenic re vival and its in flu ence on the youth and
Freikorps move ments.  We also saw how the rift be tween
the “Butch” and “Fem” fac tions of the ho mo sex ual move -
ment laid the ground work for the mis treat ment of some ho -
mo sex u als later on in the Nazi re gime.
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In the realm of pa gan re li gion we saw the im por tance of
ho mo sex u al ity in oc cult ism and the in flu ence of oc cult ism
in the de vel op ment of Nazi thought.  We have noted that
many of the prom i nent oc cult ists who in flu enced the
growth of Na zism were ho mo sex u als, and that a num ber of
the early Na zis them selves were both ho mo sex u als and oc -
cult ists.  Finally, we have seen that ho mo sex u als and ped er -
asts were in te gral to the cre ation and de vel op ment of
fas cism and Na tional So cial ist phi los o phy.

Now that we have ex plored the re la tion ship be tween
ho mo sex u al ity and the as pects of Ger man thought and cul -
ture which led to the de vel op ment of Na zism, we can be gin
to ex am ine more closely the for ma tion and early years of
the Nazi Party it self, as well as the in di vid u als, in clud ing
Hit ler, who led the Nazi move ment.
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Chap ter Four

THE FOUNDING AND EARLY YEARS 
OF THE NAZI PARTY

What was to be come the Nazi Party be gan as an out -
growth of the Thule So ci ety in late 1918.  It started as a
nation al ist dis cus sion group called the Po liti cal Work er’s
Cir cle whose goal was to “ex tend the ap peal of the Thule’s
na tion al ist ide ol ogy for the work ing classes” (Goodrick-
 Clarke:150).  The dis cus sion group de vel oped the idea of
form ing a po liti cal party in De cem ber of 1918, and did so
on Janu ary 5, 1919, at the Fuersten felder Hof tav ern in
Munich.  Adolf Hit ler be came a mem ber of the Ger man
Work er’s Party in Sep tem ber of that year.  Shirer writes,

There were two mem bers of this in sig nifi cant party who
de serve men tion at this point; both were to prove im por -
tant in the rise of Hit ler...Cap tain Ernst Roehm...had
joined the party bef ore Hit ler...A tough, ruth less, driv ing
man — al beit, like so many of the early Na zis, a ho mo -
sex ual — he helped or gan ize the first Nazi strong- arm
squads which grew into the SA...Di etrich Eckart...of ten
called the spiri tual founder of Na tional So cial ism...be -
came a close ad vi sor to [Hit ler]...in tro duc ing him
to...such fu ture aides as Ru dolf Hess (Shirer:64f).
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In a very short time Hit ler and Roehm be gan to wrest
con trol of the small group from its found ers.  Within a few
months they had forced the res ig na tion of its Chair man,
Karl Har rar, and be gun to turn the group away from its ori -
gins as a se cret so ci ety and to ward a new iden tity as “a mass 
party” (Fest, 1975:120).  On April 1, 1920, they changed
the name of the party to the Na tional So cial ist Ger man
Work er’s Party.  His to rian Joachim Fest de scribes the pro -
cess Hit ler and Roehm used in these ear li est days of
Nazism:

At the be gin ning [Hit ler] went at things ac cord ing to a
sen si ble plan.  His first task was a per sonal one, to break
out of ano nym ity, to emerge from the wel ter of small- time
nationalist- racist par ties with an un mis tak able im -
age...mak ing a name for him self — by un ceas ing ac tiv ity,
by brawls, scan dals, and ri ots, even by ter ror ism if that
would bring him to the fore front...[but] Ernst Roehm did
more for the NSDAP than any one else.  He held the rank
of cap tain as a po liti cal ad vi sor on the staff of Colo nel Epp 
and was the real brain of the dis guised mili tary re gime in
Ba varia.  Roehm pro vided the young Na tional So cial ist
Party with fol low ers, arms, and funds (Fest, 1975:126f).

By August of 1921, Hit ler and Roehm had com pleted
their take over of the party.  On the third of that month they
founded the SA and be gan to as sem ble the cadre of sex ual
de vi ants who would form the core of Nazi lead er ship for
years to come.  A pam phlet cir cu lated by dis grun tled Nazi
mem bers prior to the Hit ler take over shows that the ho mo -
sexu al ity of his sup port ers was no se cret.  Speak ing of
Hitler they said, “It grows more and more clear that his pur -
pose is sim ply to use the Na tional So cial ist Party as a
spring board for his im moral pur poses” (Igra:70f).  For mer
high Nazi func tion ary and close Hit ler con fi dant, Otto
Strasser re ports, 
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Hit ler did three things to popu lar ize the party and quiet
the threat en ing clash of wounded vani ties.  He short ened
the name from Nation al sozi al is tische Deut sche Ar be iter -
par tei to the let ters NSDAP; he adopted the brown shirt of 
Lieu ten ant Ross bach’s vet eran or gani za tion for the en tire 
party; and he as sumed the all- too- familiar swas tika from
Er hardt’s group (Strasser, 1943:34).

Hit ler’s Clique of Ped er asts

As we will see, al most all of the new lead er ship of the
party were sex ual de vi ants.  But this fact raises a ques tion
that is foun da tional to our un der stand ing of the Na zis.  Who 
chose these men as Nazi lead ers?  Roehm, with whose life -
style we are now quite fa mil iar, was to some his to ri ans the
true power be hind Hit ler’s throne.  As noted above it was
pri mar ily Roehm who or gan ized, funded and armed the ter -
ror ist mili tary arm of the party, choos ing only ho mo sexu als
as of fi cers.  And it is true that the party met fre quently in the 
Bratwurst gloeckl (Fest, 1975:135f), a ho mo sex ual bar
where Roehm kept a re served ta ble.

Yet, de spite Roehm’s im por tance to the party, Adolf
Hit ler him self was the cen tral fig ure of Na zism and in creas -
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ingly it was he who de ter mined the fate of every mem ber of
the party.  De spite sug ges tions to the con trary, Hit ler was
not anti- homosexual.  In fact, like Roehm, Hit ler  pre ferred
ho mo sex ual com pan ions and co- workers.  In ad di tion to
Roehm and Hess, two of his clos est friends, Hit ler ap par -
ently chose ho mo sexu als and other sex ual de vi ants to fill
key po si tions near est to him self.  Heiden re ports that in fact
Hit ler intentionally “sur rounded him self with men of... [ho -
mo sex ual] ten den cies” (Heiden, 1935:417).  

Rec tor at tempts to dis miss sources that at trib ute ho mo -
sexu al ity to lead ing Na zis, but nev er the less lists them in
some de tail:

Re port edly, Hit ler Youth leader, Baldur von Schi rach was
bi sex ual; Hit ler’s pri vate at tor ney, Reich Le gal Di rec tor,
Min is ter of Jus tice, butcher Governor- General of Po land,
and pub li c gay- hater Hans Frank was said to be a ho mo -
sex ual; Hit ler’s ad ju tant Wil helm Bruck ner was said to be

bi sex ual;...Wal ther Funk, Reich
Min is ter of Eco nom ics [and Hit -
ler’s per sonal fi nan cial ad vi sor]
has fre quently been called a “no to -
ri ous” ho mo sex ual...or as a jeal -
ous prede ces sor in Funk’s post,
Hjal mar Schacht, con temp tu ously
claimed, Funk was a “harm less
ho mo sex ual and al co -
holic;”...[Hit ler’s sec ond in com -
mand] Her mann Go er ing liked to
dress up in drag and wear campy
make- up; and so on and so forth
(Rec tor:57).

Igra, who con fi dently as serts that the above men were
ho mo sexu als, cites still other Hit ler aides and close friends
who were known ho mo sexu als.  He states that Hit ler’s
chauf feur and one- time per sonal sec re tary, Emile Maurice,
for ex am ple, was ho mo sex ual, as well as the por nog ra pher,
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Ju lius Strei cher, whom
Hit ler ap pointed Gaule iter
of Nurem berg.  Igra writes,

Ju lius Strei cher, the no to -
ri ous Jew- baiter, was
origi nally a school
teacher, but was dis -
missed by the Nur em berg 
School Authori ties, fol -
low ing nu mer ous charges 
of ped er asty brought
against him...His pa per,
Der Stuer mer, was fre -
quently con fis cated by
the po lice, even at the
height of the Nazi re -
gime, be cause of the sex -
ual ob sceni ties dis played in the draw ings and de scribed
in the text” (Igra:72f).

Among the ho mo sex u als clos est to Hit ler, Heiden lists
“Heines, Reiner, Ernst, Von Helldorf, Count Spreti [and]
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Count du Mou lin-Eckhardt, jr” (Heiden, 1935:417).
 The evi dence for ho mo sex ual lean ings in an other lead -
ing Nazi, Jo seph Goebbels, is rather thin, but adds fur ther
in sight to the in ner work ings of the group.  Goebbels, Reich 
propa ganda leader and close aide to the Fue hrer , is re ported 
to have had a party in 1936 that de gen er ated into a vio lent
ho mo sex ual orgy.  The party fea tured “torch- bearing page
boys in tight fit ting white breeches, white satin blouses with 
lace cuffs and pow dered ro coco wigs” (Grun berger:70).
Grun berger writes that Nazi rough necks “were so af fected
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by the ro coco set ting that they hurled them selves upon the
be wigged page boys and pulled them into the bushes.
Tables col lapsed, torches were dimmed, and in the en su ing
fra cas a number of Party old fight ers and their comely
victims had to be res cued from drown ing” (ibid:70).

Goebbels may not have par tici pated in the rev elry him -
self, though Klaus Thew eleit writes that “there is a sig nifi -
cant mo ment in Ross bach’s ac count where he con tests the
right of Goebbels ‘of all peo ple’ to act as a ‘moral ar bi ter,’”
appar ently as sum ing that his mean ing is “‘co mmon knowl -
edge’ on the in ter nal grape vine” (Thew eleit, Vol 2:327).  

Ralf George Reuth, in Goebbels (Har court Brace, New
York, 1993), re ports that Goebbels was ac cused by Roehm
of ped er asty.  Af ter Roehm’s ho mo sexu al ity was ex posed
in the Ger man press, Goebbels [a long time ri val] tried to get 
him dis missed from the party.  “Roehm took re venge by
spread ing in re turn all sorts of ru mors about Goebbels’ re la -
tion ship with Magda Quandt.  He went so far as to sug gest
that Goebbels was in ter ested less in Magda than in her
young son.  So along with Roehm’s ho mo sex ual ex cesses,
peo ple were talk ing about the “cl oven foot’s ‘i mpo ss ible
(and im moral) re la tion ship’” (Reuth:138f).  (Goebbels’
club foot ap par ently gave rise to the epi thet.). We also
know that ho mo sex ual SA fig ure Wolf von Hell dorf
escaped as sas si na tion in the Roehm purge due only to in ter -
ven tion by Goebbels (Reuth:137).  

In his own di a ries, Goeb bels re vealed an an i mos ity to -
ward ho mo sex u als in the party, al though that does not
prove he did not have such in cli na tions him self. Di aries are, 
af ter all, gen er ally writ ten with one’s pos ter ity in mind. 

An other close Hit ler as so ci ate was Al bert Speer. An
Oc to ber 30, 1995 book re view in Newsweek, ti tled “In side a 
Third Reich In sider” fea tured the book Al bert Speer: His
Bat tle With Truth  by Gitta Ser eny.  The ar ti cle speaks of a
“homo- erotic (not sex ual) re la tion ship” be tween Speer and
Hit ler that was dis cussed in a pre vious book by a Ger man
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psy cho ana lyst, Al ex an der Mitsch er lich.  Ser eny writes that
“Speer him self ac knowl edged that Mitsch er lich ‘came
clos est to the truth.’”  Al though Sereny claims this re la tion -
ship was non- sexual, he re ports that Speer’s sec re tary said
Speer gave him self to Hit ler “body and soul.” Ser eny also
ob serves that Speer never told Hit ler he was mar ried
because of his “ro man tic” feel ings for Hit ler. (Ser eny:109).

In Al bert Speer: The End of a Myth, Ger man his to rian
Dr. Mat thais Schmidt com mented on an “erotic” ele ment to 
Speer’s re la tion ship with Hit ler.  While Speer was re mod el -
ing Hit ler’s of fi cial resi dence, Hit ler in vited him to lunch.
“At lunch, Speer sat at Hit ler’s side.  The con ver sa tion be -
came per sonal — and the two men ‘fell in love at first
sight’” (Schmidt:41f).  Aside from these in sinua tions we
have no evi dence of an ac tual ho mo sex ual re la tion ship be -
tween Hit ler and Speer.  

Lan ger writes in the 1940s that “[e]ven to day Hit ler de -
rives sex ual pleas ure from look ing at men’s bod ies and
as so ci at ing with ho mo sexu als” (Lan ger:179).  He adds,
quot ing Strasser, that Hit ler’s per sonal body- guard was
“almost al ways 100% ho mo sexu als” (ibid.:179). 
     It should be re membered that Hitler’s greatest hero was
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Frederick the Great, a well known homosexual (Garde:44).
Clearly, Adolf Hitler was not anti-homosexual, at least not
in his personal lifestyle.  Indeed, the evidence of Hitler’s
apparent preference for homosexuals is so overwhelming
that, as have many historians before us, we naturally ask the 
question, “Was Hitler a homosexual?”

Was Adolf Hit ler a Ho mo sex ual?

Un til the pub li ca tion of Pro fes sor Lothar Machtan’s
pow er ful bi og ra phy The Hid den Hit ler in 2001, we were
much less con fi dent in stat ing that Hit ler was in deed a ho -
mo sex ual.   Machtan,  a his tory pro fes sor in Bre men, Ger -
many, set out to prove Hit ler’s ho mo sex u al ity and did so
most con vinc ingly, draw ing upon hun dreds of pe riod doc u -
ments. We shall con sider the ev i dence at length. 

One point upon which we re main un con vinced was
whether Hit ler was ex clu sively ho mo sex ual or whether he
had re la tions with women. Machtan writes,

[A] small num ber of con tem po rar ies...were pretty ex -
plicit on the sub ject of Hit ler’s sex life. These in clude Au -
gust Kubizek, Kurt Ludecke, Ernst Hanfstaengl, Rudolf
Diels, Erich Ebermayer, Eugen Dollman, Christa
Schroder and Hans Severus Ziegler. They are all unan i -
mous in stat ing, quite pos i tively, that Hit ler did not have
sex with women. Some of them ex pressly say that Hit ler
was ho mo sex ual; oth ers con vey the same thing obliquely
(Machtan:23)

There are at least four women, how ever, in clud ing his
own niece, Gely, with whom Hit ler is re ported to have had
sex ual re la tion ships.  These re la tion ships were not nor mal,
if in fact they occurred.  Both Waite and Lan ger write that
Hit ler was a cop ro phile (a per son who is sexu ally aroused
by hu man ex cre ment) and sug gest that his sex ual en coun -
ters with women in cluded ex pres sions of this per ver sion as
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well as other ex tremely de grad ing forms of maso chism.  It
is in ter est ing to note that all of these women at tempted sui -
cide af ter al leg edly be com ing sexu ally in volved with Hit -
ler.  Two suc ceeded (Lan ger:175f).  Hit ler con tem po rary
Otto Strasser writes of an en coun ter he had with Hitler’s
niece Gely:

Next day Gely came to see me.  She was red eyed, her
round lit tle face was wan, and she had the ter ri fied look of
a hunted beast.  “He locked me up,” she sobbed.  “He locks 
me up every time I say no!”  She did not need much ques -
tion ing.  With an ger, hor ror and dis gust she told me of the
strange propo si tions with which her un cle pes tered her.  I
knew all about Hit ler’s ab nor mal ity.  Like all the oth ers in
the know, I had heard all about the ec cen tric prac tices to
which Fraulein Hoffmann was al leged to have lent her self, 
but I had genu inely be lieved that the pho tog ra pher’s
daugh ter was a lit tle hys teric who told lies for the sheer
fun of it.  But Gely, who was com pletely ig no rant of this
other af fair of her un cle’s, con firmed point by point a story 
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scarcely credi ble to a healthy- minded man (Strasser,
1940:72). 

Langer suggests that Hitler may very well have engaged 
in homosexual behavior, saying “persons suffering from
his perversion sometimes do indulge in homosexual
practices in the hope that they might find some sexual
gratification. Even this perversion would be more
acceptable to them than the one with which they are af -
flicted.” (Langer:179).  He reports, for example on the
testimony of Hermann Rauschning, a trusted Hitler
confidante whom Hitler appointed President of the Danzig
Senate in 1932 (Wistrich:240, Snyder:282).  He later fell
out of favor and fled Germany in 1936 (ibid.).   Langer
writes, 

Rausch ning re ports that he has met two boys who
claimed that they were Hit ler’s ho mo sex ual part ners, but
their tes ti mony can hardly be
taken at face value.  More con -
demn ing would be the re marks
dropped by [Al bert] Fo er ster,
the Dan zig gaule iter, in con ver -
sa tion with Rausch ning.  Even
here, how ever, the re marks deal
only with Hit ler’s im po tence as
far as het ero sex ual re la tion ships
go with out ac tu ally im ply ing
that he in dulges in ho mo sexu al -
ity.  It is proba bly true that Hit ler 
calls Fo er ster “Bubi,” which is a com mon nick name em -
ployed by ho mo sexu als in ad dress ing their part ners.  This 
alone is not ade quate proof that he has ac tu ally in dulged
in ho mo sex ual prac tices with Foerster, who is known to
be a ho mo sex ual (Lan ger:178). [Sig nif i cantly, Foerster
was Jul ius Streicher’s protégé.]
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Waite con curs:

There is in suf fi cient evi dence to war rant the con clu sion
that Hit ler was an overt ho mo sex ual.  But it seems clear
that he had la tent ho mo sex ual ten den cies...It is true that
Hit ler was closely as so ci ated with Ernst Roehm and Ru -
dolf Hess, two ho mo sexu als who were among the very
few peo ple with whom he used the fa mil iar du [“thou”].
But one can not con clude that he there fore shared his
friends’ sex ual tastes.  Still, dur ing the months he was with 
Hess in Lands berg, their re la tion ship must have be come
very close.  When Hit ler left the prison he fret ted about his
friend who lan guished there, and spoke of him ten derly,
us ing Aus trian di minu tives: “Ach mein Rudy, mein
Hesserl, isn’t it ap pall ing to think that he’s still there.”
One of Hit ler’s val ets, Schnei der, made no ex plicit state -
ment about the re la tion ship, but he did find it strange that
when ever Hit ler got a pres ent he liked or drew an ar chi tec -
tural sketch that par ticu larly pleased him, he would run to
Hess — who was known in ho mo sex ual cir cles as
“Fraulein Anna” — as a lit tle boy would run to his mother
to show his prize to her...Fi nally there is the non con clu -
sive but in ter est ing fact that one of Hit ler’s prized pos ses -
sions was a hand writ ten love let ter which King Lud wig II
had writ ten to a man ser vant (Waite, 1977:283f).  [Hess
was known by other names in the Ger man “gay” sub cul -

ture.  In re cent
years, long
sealed So viet ar -
chives have been 
opened to the
West.  In Deadly
Il lu sions,
authors John
Cos tello and
Oleg Tsarev re -
port of see ing
the “so- called
‘Black Ber tha’
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file, named from Hess’s re ported nick name in Ber lin and
Mu nich” (Cos tello and Tsarev:xix).]

Other writ ers of fer sim i lar as sess ments. Ac cord ing to
Wilfried Daim, Frau Elsa Schmidt-Falk of the Nazi Ge ne al -
ogy Of fice of Mu nich ob served that Hit ler was so en rap -
tured by the ‘maennerbuendleische’ (the young male
stu dents) on pa rade, that on this fact alone she con cluded
that Hit ler was at least un con sciously ho mo sex ual
(Daim:41). Desmond Seward, in Na po leon and Hit ler,
quotes Ital ian dic ta tor, Benito Mus so lini, who re ferred to
Hit ler as “that hor ri ble sex ual de gen er ate” (Seward:148).
He also re ports that “the files of the Vi en nese po lice list him 
[Hit ler] as a ho mo sex ual” (Seward:299).   Writer Char lotte
Wolff, M.D. quotes Magnus Hirschfeld about Hit ler in her
book  Magnus Hirschfeld. (Hirschfeld, you will re mem ber,
was Di rec tor of the Sex Re search In sti tute of Berlin which
was de stroyed by Hit ler in 1934.     

THE PINK SWASTIKA                                 155

Buy a print copy of this book, in clud ing pho tos and
graph ics, at the  book store,

www.abidingtruth.com/pfrc/showproducts.php.

Adolf Hit ler’s ho mo sex ual chauf feur Emile Maurice is seen here in Hit -
ler’s first au to mo bile.



About three years be fore the Na zis came to power we had
a pa tient at the In sti tute
who had a li ai son with
Roehm.  We were on good
terms with him, and he told
us a good deal of what hap -
pened in his cir cle...He also 
re ferred to Adolf Hit ler in
the odd est pos si ble man -
ner. ‘Afi is the most per -
verted of us all.  He is very
much like a soft woman,
but now he makes great
pro pa ganda in the he roic
mo rale’” (Wolff:438).  

Adolf, the Boy Pros ti tute

In Ger many’s Na tional Vice, Sam uel Igra wrote that as
a young man Hit ler “had been a male pros ti tute in Vi enna
and Mu nich” (Igra:67).  Lending cre dence to this is the fact
that for quite a long time Hit ler “chose to live in a Vi enna
flophouse known to be in hab ited by many ho mo sex u als”
(Langer:192). That “flophouse” was the Meldemannstrasse
Hos tel. Hit ler’s long-time “gay” friend Ernst Hanfstaengl
iden ti fied this res i dence as “a place where el derly men went 
in search of young men for ho mo sex ual plea sures”
(Machtan:56). “It was an open se cret at the be gin ning of the 
20th cen tury,” adds Machtan, “that mu nic i pal hos tels for
home less males were hubs of ho mo sex ual ac tiv ity...[where
many young men] kept them selves afloat by en gag ing in
pros ti tu tion. Hit ler spent over three years in this en vi ron -
ment” (Machtan:51). 

This would help to ex plain Hit ler’s close re la tion ships
to his pur port edly ho mo sex ual pa trons Dietrich Eckart and
Karl Haushofer. Rec tor writes that, as a young man, Hit ler
was of ten called “Der Schoen Adolf” (“the hand some
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Adolf”) and that later his looks “were also to some ex tent
help ful in gain ing big-money sup port from Ernst Roehm’s
cir cle of wealthy gay friends” (Rec tor:52).

But Hit ler was ap par ently not in volved with ho mo sex u -
al ity solely to sur vive fi nan cially. Even in his pre-Nazi
years, most of Hit ler’s re puted ho mo sex ual en coun ters
were con sen sual meet ings in which no money changed
hands. Machtan sug gests that each of Hit ler’s lon ger-term
re la tion ships in his youth -- with Reinhold Hanisch, Au gust 
Kubizek, Rudolf Hausler and Ernst Hanfstaengl -- were ho -
mo sex ual “love af fairs.” 

There are nu mer ous other in ci dents (“one night
stands”) in which Hit ler was pur ported to have been the so -
lic i tor and not the so lic ited one.  Eugen Dollman, for mer
mem ber of Himmler’s staff and one-time Hit ler in ter preter,
cited tes ti mo nies from the files of the Mu nich vice squad in
which a se ries of young men iden ti fied Hit ler as the man
who had “picked them up” on the streets for ho mo sex ual re -
la tions (Machtan:135ff). Dollman him self was also ho mo -
sex ual (ibid.).

Ad di tional al le ga tions ad dressed ho mo sex ual con duct
by Hit ler dur ing the first World War. The so-called “Mend
Pro to col,” a doc u ment pre pared by Ger man mil i tary in tel li -
gence un der Ad mi ral Canaris, con tains the tes ti mony of
Hans Mend. Con sidered highly cred i ble, Mend had this to
say about Hit ler:

Mean while, we had got ten to know Hit ler better. We no -
ticed that he never looked at a woman. We sus pected him
of ho mo sex u al ity right away, be cause he was known to
be ab nor mal in any case. He was ex tremely ec cen tric and
dis played wom an ish char ac ter is tics which tended in that
di rec tion....In 1915 we were bil leted in the Le Febre
brew ery at Fournes. We slept in the hay. Hit ler was bed -
ded down at night with “Schmidl,” his male whore. We
heard a rus tling in the hay. Then some one switched on his 
elec tric flash light and growled, “Take a look at those two
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nancy boys.” I my self took no fur ther in ter est in the mat ter 
(Ibid:68)  

    

Hit ler and “Schmidl” (Ernst Schmidt) were, in
Schmidt’s words, “al ways to gether” dur ing their war years.
They re mained very close friends and were oc ca sional
housemates for over thirty years (ibid.:89ff). 

A year or so af ter the in ci dent de scribed by Mend, Hit -
ler sup pos edly “posed nude for a ho mo sex ual of ficer
named Lammers -- a Berlin art ist in ci vil ian life -- and sub -
se quently went to bed with him” (ibid.:100). This may be
the in ci dent to which Rauschning re ferred when he later
told U.S. In ves ti ga tors “that Lance Cor po ral Hit ler and an
of ficer had been charged with en gag ing in sex ual re la tions” 
(ibid.).   

The ho mo sex ual con nec tion cer tainly helps to ex plain
how Hit ler be came in volved with the na tion al ists gen er ally, 
and Ernst Roehm spe cif i cally, af ter the war. It is likely that
Roehm’s ho mo sex ual in cli na tions were the rea son that 
Col o nel Ritter von Epp, the Freikorps com mander, chose
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Roehm as his ad ju tant. “There are many in di ca tions that the 
re la tion ship be tween Roehm and Epp was ho mo erotic,”
writes Machtan,“and Hit ler once let slip in later years that
Roehm’s ho mo sex u al ity first be came known around 1920”
(ibid.:106f). Roehm, in turn, brought Hit ler into the ho mo -
erotic Freikorps broth er hood.     

The Bay reuth Connection

We have men tioned above that Hit ler al leg edly iden ti -
fied his fa vor ite com poser, Rich ard Wag ner, as a ped er ast.
We are not cer tain that this is true.  What is cer tain is that
Wag ner’s Bay reuth was “a no to ri ous in ter na tional ren dez -
vous for prom i nent ho mo sex u als” whose ab sorp tion with
Wag ner achieved “a cultlike qual ity” (ibid.:39). One fac tor
in this at trac tion may have been that Wag ner’s sons
Richard and Siegfried were ho mo sex u als. Rich ard later
com mit ted suicide (ibid.:254). Siegfried, pres sured to have
an heir, mar ried a woman much youn ger than him self and
had sev eral chil dren but surreptiously con tin ued his ho mo -
sex ual affairs  (Wag ner:p.197). 

Hit ler was very close to the Wag ner fam ily and spent a
great deal of time in Bay reuth. He made nu mer ous pri vate
vis its there be tween 1925 and 1933, of ten with male ho mo -
sex ual com pan ions (ibid.:253ff). One com mon com pan ion
was Jul ius Schreck, whose pho to graph hung be side that of
Hit ler’s be loved mother in his (Hit ler’s) pri vate quar ters
(ibid.:174f). Machtan cites one in ci dent, how ever, in which
he and Schreck failed to keep an ap point ment to va ca tion
with their Bay reuth hosts.  In stead, Schreck and Hit ler
turned aside at the Bad Berneck health re sort, some 20
miles away, where they spent Christ mas alone -- the only
guests at the inn (ibid.:174). 

Hit ler may have had yet darker mo tives for vis it ing the
Wag ner home. Only re cently re vealed is the ac cu sa tion by
Wag ner fam ily mem bers “that Hit ler sex u ally abused the
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young Wieland [Wag ner’s grand son, now past 75] dur ing
the ‘20s.”  These al le ga tions came to light in a Time mag a -
zine in ter view with Amer i can au thor and for mer dip lo mat
to Ger many, Frederic Spotts, whose re search for the book
Bay reuth (about the Wag ne rian op era fes ti val of the same
name) in cluded in ter views with the Wag ner fam ily (Time,
Au gust 15, 1994:56).
 “Spotts says that his orig i nal source was one of
Wieland’s own chil dren...Now a re spected ac a demic,
Spotts says it was while he was re search ing “Bay reuth” that 
he in ter viewed his source -- who, he in sists, is to tally re li -
able and has no rea son to lie. Spotts writes:

This fam ily mem ber told me Hit ler sex u ally abused
Wieland in the 1920s when the boy was a
preadolescent’...Hit ler, who idol ized Rich ard Wag ner's
supernationalistic op eras (as well as his anti-Semitism),
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had be come a close friend of Wieland's mother's.
Winifred Wag ner gave him the run of the child’s nurs ery.
Far from be ing re volted by what al leg edly hap pened to
him, Wieland av idly col lab o rated with his right-wing
fam ily dur ing World War II (Pent house, un dated:32).

Weiland later be came Hit ler’s protégé (Wag ner:228)
and was ex empted from mil i tary ser vice by Hit ler’s per -
sonal in ter ven tion (ibid.:105). The weight of the ev i dence
in di cates that Hit ler was deeply in volved in a se ries of short
and long-term ho mo sex ual re la tion ships.  Even more cer -
tain is that he know ingly and de lib er ately sur rounded him -
self with prac tic ing ho mo sex u als from the time he was a
teen ager.  His later pub lic pro nounce ments against ho mo -
sex u al ity were de signed to hide the life-long in ti macy --
sex ual and/or ho mo erotic -- which he main tained with the
var i ous men he knew and ac cepted as ho mo sex u als.  

Finally, in our look at Adolf Hit ler, the man, we turn to
Sam uel Igra, a Jew who fled Ger many in 1939 af ter twenty
years of ob serv ing Hit ler and the Na zis:

For the pur poses of the pres ent in ves ti ga tions Hit ler is
im por tant for what he has rep re sented...when he em -
barked the Ger man peo ple on the pol icy that brought
about the world ca tas tro phe.  He was the cen tral fig ure
around which a number of men grouped them selves,
from the 1920’s on wards, in a move ment to gain su preme 
con trol of the Ger man peo ple.  As the move ment de vel -
oped they were aided and abet ted and sup ported fi nan -
cially as well as po liti cally by the in dus trial capi tal ists of
the Rhine land; but the ini tia tive did not come from the
lat ter.  It came from Hit ler as the con dot tiere [leader] of a
band of evil men who were united to gether by a com mon
vice [ho mo sexu al ity] (Igra:26).

THE PINK SWASTIKA                                 161



The Nazi Rise to Power

Through the 1920s, Hit ler con tin ued to capi tal ize on the 
po liti cal un rest of the Ger man peo ple to build the Nazi or -
gani za tion.  The par ty’s pub li c im age was greatly en hanced
by the re cruit ment of Hermann Go er ing, a former World
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War I fighter ace who was re vered as a war hero. Go er ing
was proba bly not a homo sex ual though he was said to have
been very fond of “paint ing his nails and put ting rouge on
his cheeks” (Fuchs:160).  He joined the party af ter hear ing a 
speech by Hit ler in which he vowed to re build Ger many’s
mili tary and throw off the yoke of the Treaty of Ver sailles.
Hit ler im me di ate ly set him to the task of train ing the SA as
a mili tary or gani za tion (Toland:123), an ac com plish ment
that fur ther in creased Nazi power.

By the fall of 1922, Hit ler had be come the sym bol of
renewed Ger man na tion al ism to many in Ger many, al -
though the av er age citi zen had lit tle knowl edge of Hit ler’s
per sonal life or the lives of the Nazi lead ers.  At this point
Hit ler believed he would ul ti mately as sume power in Ger -
many through mili tary strength, and he was not ter ri bly
con cerned with por tray ing an im age of mo ral ity.  “The
Party news pa per,” writes Edouard Calic, “ex plained that
Hit ler wanted to or gan ize the move ment on a mili tary ba sis
to achieve power, and that if it was nec es sary he would lead
an up ris ing to re nounce the Ver sailles Treaty” (Calic:33).
How ever, his at tempt to im ple ment his plan in the in fa mous 
Beer Hall Putsch proved so dis as trous that Hit ler was
forced to de velop a dif fer ent strat egy.

On No vem ber 8, 1923, Hit ler at tempted to take ad van -
tage of a pe ri od of po liti cal tur moil to seize con trol of the
gov ern ment of Ba varia.  This ill- fated ma neu ver (later
dubbed the Beer Hall Putsch) not only failed mili tar ily, it
put Hit ler in prison for nine months, thus nearly end ing the
party. When he was fi nally re leased from Lands berg prison
on De cem ber 20, 1924, he an nounced that there af ter the
Nazi Party would seek power through le giti mate po liti cal
means (ibid:64).  This de ci sion put the ac tions and goals of
the party to the test of pub li c opin ion.  Im me di ate ly, Hit ler
was con fronted with this chal lenge.  Shirer de scribes the in -
ter nal con di tion of the party:
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...in those years when Hit ler was shap ing his party to take
over Ger many’s des tiny he had his fill of trou bles with his
chief lieu ten ants who con stantly quar reled not only
among them selves but with him.  He, who was so monu -
men tally in tol er ant by his very na ture, was strangely tol er -
ant of one hu man con di tion -- a man’s mor als.  No other
party in Ger many came near to at tract ing so many shady
char ac ters...pimps, mur der ers, ho mo sexu als... Hit ler did
not care, as long as they were use ful to him.  When he
emerged from prison he found not only that they were at
each other’s throats but there was a de mand from the more 
prim and re spect able lead ers such as Ro sen berg and
Luden dorf that the crimi nals and es pe cially the per verts be 
ex pelled from the move ment.  This Hit ler frankly re fused
to do. (Shirer:173).

Hit ler learned that pub li c opin ion was not with him in
the mat ter of ho mo sexu al ity, de spite Ger many’s in ter na -
tional repu ta tion as a ha ven for ho mo sexu als.  In crimi nat -
ing let ters which had been sto len from Roehm by a male
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pros ti tute (Plant:60) be came a pub li c mat ter when Roehm
took the mat ter to court (Hohne:81).  This, of course, ex -
acer bated the con flict among Hit ler’s lieu ten ants, and led
Hit ler to ini tial ize the first in a se ries of pub li c re la tions ef -
forts to hide Nazi per ver sions from the Ger man peo ple.
The greater part of these conflicts, interestingly, were
between the homosexuals themselves who, according to
Shirer “quarreled and feuded as only men of unnatural
sexual inclinations, with their peculiar jealousies, can”
(Shirer:172).  He writes,

By 1926...the charges and coun ter charges hurled by the
Nazi Chief tains at one an -
other be came so em bar -
rass ing that Hit ler set up a
party court to set tle them
and pre vent his com rades
from wash ing their dirty
linen in pub li c.  This was
known as the USCHLA
from Untersuchung- und-
 Schlichtungs- Ausschuss
— Com mit tee for In ves ti -
ga tion and Set tle ment.  Its
first head was a former
gen eral, Heine mann, but
he was un able to grasp the
real pur pose of the court,
which was not to pro -
nounce judg ment on those
ac cused of com mon
crimes but to hush them up and see that they did not dis -
turb party dis ci pline or the author ity of the Leader.  So the 
gen eral was re placed by...Ma jor Wal ter Buch, who was
given two as sis tants.  One was Ul richs Graf, the former
butcher who had been Hit ler’s body guard; the other was
Hans Frank, a young Nazi law yer...This fine ju di cial tri -
um vi rate per formed to the com plete sat is fac tion of the
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Fue hrer.  A party leader might be ac cused of the most ne -
fari ous crime.  Bu ch’s an swer was, “Well, what of it?”
(ibid.:174).

Ob vi ously, the act of as sign ing Buch, Graf and Frank to 
this intra- party “court” ren dered  it a com plete sham (at
least in re gard to ho mo sex ual crimes), since all were ho mo -
sex u als.  The only pur pose of this and later ef forts os ten si -
bly de signed to address charges of sex ual per ver sion among 
the Na zis was to hide the truth from the pub li c.  Here is the
root of Nazi “anti- homosexual” pol i cies. 

As Nazi power grew, Hit ler be came in creas ingly
depend ent on the sup port of the Ger man popu la tion.  And,
un der standa bly enough, the Ger man peo ple were at the
same time grow ing in creas ingly dis gusted with the de -
bauch er ies tak ing place in Ger man cit ies.  This two fold in -
flu ence on Hit ler led him to take ever more hard- line pub li c
stands against ho mo sexu al ity in or der to cover up the truth
about the party.  The se ver ity of his pub li c re ac tions to each
new scan dal (es pe cially the later ones) miti gated the im pact 
of ru mors which con stantly cir cu lated in Ger man so ci ety
about Nazi lead ers.  Hit ler’s strat egy re gard ing all moral is -
sues was to craft his rheto ric care fully “in or der not to of -
fend the sen si bili ties of the peo ple” (Mosse:159).

Roehm, of course, pre sented a par ticu larly dif fi cult
prob lem for the Na zis be cause of his mili tant sup port for
what we know to day as “gay rights.”  His SA men be gan to
be re ferred to by the anti- Nazis as the “Brown Fair ies”
(Rec tor:56).  Some time af ter Roehm’s ex po sure as a
homo sex ual (in his 1925 trial against the male pros ti tute,
Herman Siege seites,) he left Germany to take a post in the
Bolivian Army.  It is unclear whether he made this move in
response to a personal sense of disgrace about the
publicizing of his pederastic activities, or whether Hitler
had convinced him to get out of the public eye for the good
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of the party.  In any case, Roehm’s absence was only
temporary.  Plant writes,

In 1929 a party squab ble threat ened to tear the SA apart; a 
rebel group un der Cap tain Wal ter Sten nes had started a
mu tiny.  Sten nes taunted Roehm’s stal warts at a rally,
dis miss ing them as “sis sies in frilly un der wear who
couldn’t or der their boys around.”  As the re bel lion grew
more se ri ous, Hit ler or dered his old friend to re turn to
Ger many.  Roehm did not hesi tate to heed his Fuehrer’s
call and his armed squads quickly and ruth lessly sup -
pressed the mu ti neers (Plant:60f).

While Roehm was away, the Na zis had been fairly
success ful at keep ing their per ver sions out of sight.  Most of 
the Na zis re mained “in the closet,” or at least out of situa -
tions that their po liti cal ene mies could use against them.
This, of course, changed when Roehm re turned.  Once
again, sto ries of Roehm’s ex ploits were passed along the
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Roehm’s SA troops, seen here leafletting prior to an elec tion, be came
known as the “Brown Fairies.”



grape vine.  It would be old news, how ever, that hurt the
Nazis again when Roehm’s dam ag ing let ters were pub -
lished by the news pa pers be long ing to the So cial Demo -
crats.  These, along with ar ti cles on the ho mo sex ual
prac tices of sub or di nate SA lead ers, were pub lished on the
oc ca sion of Roehm’s ap point ment to head the SA (Oos ter -
huis and Ken nedy:239n).  “So cial Demo crats and Com mu -
nists,” write Ooster huis and Ken nedy, “sug gested [in their
news pa pers] that nepo tism and abuse of power in the SA
and the Hit ler Youth had con trib uted to mak ing ho mo sexu -
al ity an es sen tial char ac ter is tic of the fas cist sys tem”
(ibid.:251).  Her zer com ments that the press cam paign
against Roehm “in voked the pos si bil ity that ‘large seg -
ments of Ger man youth’ could be led to ho mo sexu al ity
through abuse of mili tary author ity by SA mem bers, most
of whom were teen ag ers” (Her zer:225n).  He writes:

The pros pect of Roehm’s ex ploit ing his mili tary author ity
over young Na zis for his “pri vate” in ter ests was the tar get
of such head lines in the left ist press as “Cap tain Roehm
Abuses Un em ployed Young Work ers,” “Fox Guards
Chicken Coop,” or Physi cal and Moral Health of Ger man
Youth at Stake.”  It could scarcely go un re marked...that
regu la tions oth er wise rig or ously im ple mented were sus -

pended pre -
cisely in the
Na zis pri vate
army, that the
pro fes sional
pro scrip tion
of ho mo sexu -
al ity that ap -
plied to every
teacher, every
of fi cer, and
every church
func tion ary
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did not ap ply among the Na zis (Her zer:214). 

Hit ler, con fronted with this threat to the Nazi im age, re -
sponded with a dual strat egy.  He first of fered a lim ited de -
fense of Roehm, say ing, “His pri vate life can not  be an
ob ject of scru tiny un less it con flicts with ba sic prin ci ples of
Na tional So cial ist ide ol ogy” (Bluel:98).  Hit ler also at -
tempted to draw a dis tinc tion be tween the party and the SA
by por tray ing Roehm’s pro cliv i ties as an as pect of mil i tary
so ci ety.  “[The SA] is not an in sti tute for the moral ed u ca -
tion of gen teel young la dies, “said Hit ler, “but a for ma tion
of sea soned fight ers” (Bluel:98).  The im pli ca tion seems to
have been that ho mo sex u al ity was an odd quirk of mil i tary
life that should be over looked in light of the value of these
sol diers’ mis sion and ex pe ri ence.  Fur ther more, he prom -
ised ex pul sion from the party for any one who con tin ued to
en gage in “tongue-wagging” and “let ter-writing” (Koehl:
43).

Ho mo sex u al ity was clearly not lim ited to the SA, how -
ever. Attorney and Hit ler con tem po rary Erich Ebermayer,
also a ho mo sex ual, ob served in his di ary that

Dur ing its time of strug gle, the Na tional So cial ist move -
ment -- and not just the Roehm clique -- was a fra ter nity
such as Blueher por trayed in his books, its mo tive force
be ing homoeroticism...My ex ceed ingly trust wor thy
sources of in for ma tion about these con fi den tial mat -
ters...have hith erto...proudly stressed the ho mo erotic ori -
en ta tion of the Fuehrer and his in ner cir cle (em pha sis in
the orig i nal. Machtan:232).

Sec ondly, Hit ler strength ened his rheto ric against
homo sexu al ity in Ger man so ci ety at large.  An ar ti cle that
ap peared in the of fi cial Nazi news pa per went so far as to
threaten ho mo sexu als with ex ter mi na tion.  Once again this
was empty rheto ric.  Adolf Brand, whose openly ho mo sex -
ual maga zine, Der Ei gene, was by this time widely read in
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Ger many, re sponded to the Nazi ar ti cle with one of his
own.  Brand writes,

Men such as Cap tain Roehm, are, to our knowl edge, no
rar ity at all in the Na tional So cial ist Party.  It rather teems
there with ho mo sexu als of all kinds.  And the joy of man in 
man, which has been slan dered in their pa pers so of ten as
an ori en tal vice al though the Edda frankly ex tols it as the
high est vir tue of the Teu tons, blos soms around their
camp fires and is cul ti vated and fos tered by them in a way
done in no other male un ion that is reared on party poli tics. 
The threat ened hang ing on the gal lows, with which they
al lege they want to ex ter mi nate ho mo sexu als, is there fore
only a hor ri ble ges ture that is sup posed to make stu pid
peo ple be lieve that the Hit ler peo ple, in the mat ter of
male- to- male in cli na tions, are all as in no cent as pi geons
and pure as an gels, just like the pi ous mem bers of the
Chris tian So ci ety of the Vir gin...The pub li c threat against
the ho mo sexu als has in the mean time not fright ened any
youth- friend or man- friend into de sert ing this party.  One
knows per fectly well that all those pub li c threats are only
pa per masks (Brand in Ooster huis and Ken nedy:236f).

Power and Abuse

De spite Brand’s pro tes ta tions, Hit ler’s ruse was quite
suc cess ful in re gard to the Na zis’ po liti cal for tunes.  As

Machtan notes, “What
would now be rightly
con demned as dis -
crim i na tory dis par -
age ment of a mi nor ity
was then still re garded
as a crim i no log i cal
fact: that ho mo sex u als 
make ex cep tion ally
skill ful li ars”
(Machtan:103). The
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party fared well in
the elec tions of 1932, 
and on Janu ary 30,
1933, Adolf Hit ler
was ap pointed Chan -
cel lor of Ger many. 
The Nazi Party had
fi nally come to
power.  How ever, the 
elec tions fol low ing
Hit ler’s ap point -
ment, called by Hit -
ler him self, were
even more criti cal to
the Na zis.  

Hit ler was de -
mand ing the power
of authori tar ian rule
over Ger many, but
pub li c sup port for his 
plan was am bigu ous
(Toland:288).  The great est threat came from the Com mu -
nists who had sig nifi cant power and sup port of their own.
The Na zis’ dia boli cal so lu tion to this prob lem in volved the
burn ing of the Ger man Reichstag (an other fa mous in ci dent
in Nazi his tory which is tied to the ho mo sexu als in the
party).  Car roll Quigley, in Trag edy and Hope writes,

[I]t was evi dent a week bef ore the elec tion that the Ger -
man peo ple were not con vinced [that the Na zis should
gain the in creased power they sought].  Ac cord ingly...a
plot was worked out to burn the Reichstag build ing and
blame the Com mu nists.  Most of the plot ters were ho mo -
sexu als and were able to per suade a de gen er ate mo ron
from Hol land named Van der Lubbe to go with
them...Most of the Na zis who were in on the plot were
mur dered by Goering dur ing the ‘blood purge’ of June
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30, 1934” (Quigley:437f).  Van der Lubbe was exe cuted
for the crime.

Van Der Lubbe was ho mo sex ual as well.  Ooster huis
quotes a 1933 book pre pared by the World Com mit tee for
the Vic tims of Ger man Fas cism: 

En quir ies in Ley den have defi nitely es tab lished the fact
that he [Van Der Lubbe] was ho mo sex ual.  This is of great
im por tance for his later his tory....Van Der Lub be’s
homosex ual con nec tions with the Na tional So cial ist lead -
ers and his ma te rial de pend ence on them made him obe di -
ent and will ing to carry out the in cen di ary’s part
(Oosterhuis:253).

In The Life and Death of Her mann Go er ing, authors
Ewan But ler and Gor don Young list the Reichstag fire
conspirators.  “The ca mar illa which fi nally drew up plans
for the ‘frame -up’ against the Com mu nists con sisted, be -
sides Captain Go er ing, its origi na tor, of Goebbels, Roehm,
Heines, Count Hell dorf, leader of the Ber lin S.A., Karl
Ernst, a cer tain Stan dar ten Fue hrer (regi men tal
commander) of the S.A. named Sander and two other
members of the S.A., Fied ler and von Mohren schild” (But -
ler and Young:111).  

The strat egy suc ceeded.  The peo ple, per ceiv ing the Na -
zis as sav iors in a time of cri sis, gave the party com plete
con trol of Ger man gov ern ment.  Not eve ry one in Ger many, 
how ever, was pleased with Hit ler’s as cen sion to power.
For mer Chan cel lor Kurt von Schlei cher gave voice to an in -
ner fear that fore shad owed his own death: “This pack of
scoun drels, these crimi nals, these filthy boy street walk ers!
Well, they bet ter not come near me” (Rec tor:64).  Schlei -
cher was killed in Mu nich by Hit ler’s mur der gang dur ing
the Roehm Purge (Fest, 1975:465).

Once the party had come to power several homosexuals 
in the Nazi leadership believed they could act with
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impunity in regard to their homosexual exploits. This
attitude would lead to severe consequences for these few
men and indirectly dictate Hitler’s official policy regarding
ho mo sex u al ity. 

By the spring of 1934, Ernst Roehm’s homosexual
activities had become more flagrant than ever, to the extent
that Himmler himself made a special trip to plead with
Roehm to be more discrete. Roehm pretended to accede
but, as Gallo reports

The next morn ing Himm ler’s agents re port that one of the 
most fan tas tic or gies  they had ever seen took place the
night bef ore at Roehm’s head quar ters.  Bot tles thrown
from the win dows smashed on the pave ments be low, and
the sound of rau cous laugh ter ech oed in the street. 
Roehm him self had been an all- night par tici pant, with his
Lustkna ben , his male pros ti tutes.  Himm ler is fu ri ous.
(Gallo:68). 

Roehm’s exploits also began implicating the more
genteel homosexuals in the  party.  Roehm’s entourage now 
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included “young sons of the nobility, who form a brilliant
staff with the faces of perverse angels: Baron von
Falkenhausen, Count von Spreti, the Prince von Waldeck:
all aides-de-camp to Captain Roehm” (Gallo:46). 
(Waldeck was the first mem ber of the old no bil ity to join
the Party and had been re cruited by Himmler, him self --
Snyder:371).

At this same time Edmund Heines was appointed Chief
of Police of Breslau.  Gallo writes,

His staff re sem bles Roehm’s -- they are the ob jects of its
chief’s amo rous pas sion.  The ho mo sex ual Engels is
Ober stuerm bann Fue hrer (Lieu ten ant Colo nel), and the

174          The Founding and Early Years of the Nazi Party

Buy a print copy of this book, in clud ing pho tos and
graph ics, at the  book store,

www.abidingtruth.com/pfrc/showproducts.php.

Ernst Roehm with aide-de-camp Count von Spreti.



young Schmidt is aide- de- camp.  This twenty- year- old is
Heines’ lat est folly.  What ever that hand some young
blonde does, he is pro tected by his lover.  Once, in a mo -
ment of drunk en ness, he pub licly kills a drink ing com -
pan ion with his sword, but the Chief of Po lice for bids the
pub li c prose cu tor to in ter vene....Be side this cou ple, the
de praved Engels, a watch ful in triguer, plays the part of
Heines’ evil gen ius.  He is one of those who use the SA
or gani za tion and the Hit ler Youth to re cruit par tici pants
for his erotic games (ibid.:70).

    Sam uel Igra also noted
the in creas ingly pub li c
na ture of the Nazi lead -
ers’ ac tivi ties: 

It was not merely that
these men prac ticed
their vices in pri vate and 
among their own clique; 
but they made a sys tem,
al most a cult, of their
moral cor rup tion, and
used their po si tions of
power to mo lest with
im pu nity in no cent boys
and girls whose fea tures 
and phy sique they fan -
cied. When Kube and
his staff vis ited the vil -
lages of his dis trict, Kube ist da was the warn ing passed
from mouth to mouth among the peo ple, where upon par -
ents hid their boys and girls in the cel lars or in the back
kitch ens. The scoun drel needed so much money for his
filthy or gies that he had his ac com plices ap pointed to po -
si tions in the lo cal sav ings banks and bor ough treas ur ers’
of fices, where they sys tem ati cally robbed the tills. In
Frankfort- on- Oder, for in stance, Kube's ac com plices
robbed the Post Of fice Sav ings Bank of 180,000 marks
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(about £15,000), and though the case was proved against
him in court, he was dis missed only for a while and re in -
stated in the Party again.

These in ci dents di vided the Nazi elite as no other is sue
had.  Amoral scoun drels all,  the ma jor ity were nev er the less 
prac ti cal men who knew the im por tance of dis cre tion, even
for dic ta to rial ty rants.  The un quench able ar ro gance of
these SA lead ers forced Hit ler into an un ten able po si tion --
one which Roehm’s ene mies within the party would soon
ex ploit.  Hit ler first would soon be com pelled by Roehm’s
pow er ful ene mies to  as sas si nate  the worst of fend ers in his
ranks.  Sec ond, to coun ter the pub li c im pres sion that his
party was rife with ho mo sexu al ity,  Hit ler would be forced
to pub licly take a harder line against sex ual de vi ance.  
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Chap ter Five

THE PERSECUTION OF HOMOSEXUALS

Ho mo sexu al ist re vi sion ists as sert that Hit ler’s as cen -
sion to the Chan cel lor ship marked the be gin ning of a
homo sex ual Holo caust in Ger many.  For ex am ple, as early
as 1978, ho mo sex ual po liti cal ac tiv ists claimed that
“[m]any thou sands and hun dreds of thou sands [of ho mo -
sexu als] were...im pris oned in con cen tra tion camps where
they died” (ONE Let ter, May, 1978).  Over the years the
story has as sumed ever more fan tas tic pro por tions.  In 1986
Plant wrote, “Af ter years of frus tra tion...Hit ler’s storm
troop ers now had the op por tu nity to smash their ene mies:
the lame, the mute, the fee ble minded, the epi lep tic, the
homo sex ual, the Jew, the Gypsy, the Com mu nist.  These
were the scape goats sin gled out for per se cu tion.  These
were the ‘co ntr age nics’ who were to be ruth lessly elimi -
nated to en sure the pu rity of the ‘A ryan race.’” (Plant:51).
Rec tor writes, “Hit ler’s ho mo pho bia did not sur face un til
1933-1934, when gays had come to af fect ad versely his
New Order de signs -- out of which grew the sim ple so lu tion 
of mur der ing them en masse” (Rec tor:24).
 Un sup ported as ser tions such as these have al lowed the
the ory of a “Gay Holo caust” (in which ho mo sexu als are
por trayed along side the Jews as vic tims of a cam paign of
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ex ter mi na tion) to gain
cur rency in the United
States. The evi dence
does not sup port this
the ory.  Un for tu nately,
the por trayal of ho mo -
sexu als as Nazi vic tims
has as sumed a kind of
“un touch able” status
among sup port ers of
“gay rights,” proba bly
be cause the suc cess of
the move ment depends
so heav ily on pub li c
sym pa thy.  Thus, to day
we see ac tive sup pres -
sion of in for ma tion
link ing ho mo sexu als to
the Na zis and mis rep re -

sen ta tion of ho mo sexu als’ ex pe ri ence in the Third Reich. 
A few “gay” aca dem ics are more forth right.  For ex am ple,
ho mo sexu al ist scholar Man fred Her zer ad mits:

As far as the scope of ho mo sex ual men’s sup port of the
Na zis is con cerned, we face a self- imposed void in our
knowl edge that has taken on the di men sions of an ideo -
logi cally mo ti vated ta boo. Within gay his to ri og ra phy,
even such a re pug nant fig ure as the Nazi leader Ernst
Roehm has re peat edly been con signed to the role of vic -
tim, first of left ist and then of Nazi “ho mo pho bia,” for
only by do ing so has it been pos si ble to per petu ate a
slanted ac count of his tory that per sis tently por trays ho mo -
sexu als as per se cuted mar tyrs and pas sive vic tims
(Herzer:199).

 Ho mo sexu al ists Jo hans son and Percy pro mote the use
of “out ing” (ex pos ing pub li c fig ures, past and pres ent as
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“gay”) to in flu ence pub li c opin ion about ho mo sexu al ity
and the “gay” agenda.  They ad vise that “[a]ctiv ists should
clearly not out a no to ri ous crimi nal or mass mur derer as
they would a famed medi cal mis sion ary or cele brated
inven tor” (Jo hans son and Percy:284).  They ac knowl edge
that “[a]polo gists gen er ally pre fer to deny that ho mo sexu al -
ity was wide spread among Nazi lead ers af ter the purge of
Roehm and his as so ci ates....[al though Ital ian “gay” ac tiv -
ist] Mas simo Con soli has re versed this ten dency by dwell -
ing at length on the ho mo sexu al ity of the early fol low ers of
the NSDAP (Na tional So cial ist Party).  (Con soli is, how -
ever, a lead ing pro po nent of the “Gay Holo caust” pub li c
rela tions ploy -- Grau:5).

 Then we have the prob lem of sim ple er ror in claims
such as that made by ho mo sexu al ist Clau dia Schopp mann. 
She has claimed that Ger man “gay rights” leader Mar tin
Radszu weit was mur dered in a con cen tra tion camp
(Herzer:226).  Her zer states authori ta tively that  Radszu -
weit did not die in a con cen tra tion camp: “...he died in the
1980s in his house in Berlin- Kopenick” (ibid.:226).  

 The Har vard Gay and Les bian Re view (Sum mer 1995)
con tains an ad mi ra bly can did re view of the book  Hid den
Holo caust? by Gun ter Grau (in which Schopp mann was a
mi nor con tribu tor):  

Grau and Schopp man con clude that there was no “holo -
caust” of gays — hence the ques tion mark in the book’s
title.  This as sess ment is based on the wide range of con -
tem po rary docu ments...Grau dis counts the cur rent wild
es ti mates of the number of gays killed by the Na zis, sug -
gest ing a fig ure closer to 5,000...How, then are we to read 
the widely quoted in cen di ary state ments by Na zis like SS
leader Himm ler, who con sis tently called for the ‘erad ic -
ation’ of ho mo sexu als?...Much of this rheto ric, Grau
says, was propa ganda meant for pub li c con sump tion...
Gays were never the sub ject of po groms, and never faced
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the dan ger that the
Jews did in Ger many
and oc cu pied Europe. 

Dr. Ju dith Reisman, in
“The Pink Swas tika
and Ho lo caust Re vi -
sion ist His tory,” wrote
this com par i son of the
fate of the two groups
un der the Na zis:

Were ho mo sexu als
treated like Jews, 2-3
mil lion out of 2-3 mil -
lion Ger man ho mo -
sexu als should have
lost their busi nesses,
their jobs, their prop -
erty, their pos ses sions 
and most would have
lost their lives.  Ho -

mo sexu als would have been forced to wear pink tri an gles
on their cloth ing in the streets, they would have had their
pass ports stamped with an “H,” been barred from travel,
work, shop ping, pub li c ap pear ances with out their arm -
bands, and we would have thou sands of pic tures of pink
tri an gle graf fiti say ing “kill the fag gots,” and the like.  If
Ger man ho mo sexu als were not Na zis, these 2-3 mil lion
men would have been home less, walled in ghet tos,
worked as a mass la bor pool, then gassed and their abuse
re corded in graphic de tail, as were the mil lions of Jews.
And, if Germany’s sev eral mil lion “gays” were not Nazi
vic tims, they were Nazi sol diers, col labo ra tors or mur der -
ers (Reis man:Cul ture Wars , April 1996).
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The fact is that rel a tively few ho mo sex u als died in con -
cen tra tions camps. They were never mur dered “en masse”
or “ruth lessly elim i nated” by the Na zis. Yet many ho mo -
sex u als were jailed and some did die in Nazi work camps. 
(Of course, those who were jailed were males; there was
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never a sys tem atic pros e cu tion of les bi ans -- Grau:15).
What is the truth about Nazi per se cu tion of ho mo sex u als?

There are sev eral in ci dents in Nazi his tory which are
most of ten cited as ev i dence of their per se cu tion of ho mo -
sex u als.  This list in cludes (1) the sack ing of the Sex Re -
search In sti tute of Berlin, (2) a se ries of in creas ingly harsh
pub lic pro nounce ments and pol i cies against ho mo sex u al ity 
by Hit ler and Himmler, (3) the Roehm Purge (also known
as “The Night of the Long Knives”), and (4) the in tern ment
of ho mo sex u als in work camps.  We will look at each of
these is sues in turn.  

The Path of the Para noid

One over arch ing fac tor must be kept in mind as we ex -
am ine the his tory of Nazi per se cu tion of ho mo sex u als: the
para noia of Adolf Hit ler.  Hit ler was deathly afraid that his
own ho mo sex u al ity would be ex posed to the Ger man peo -
ple, un do ing all that he had worked for in his as cen sion to
power. In deed, Lothar Machtan ar gues con vinc ingly that
the en tire Nazi cam paign against ho mo sex u al ity, from the
ini tial anti-sodomy pol i cies to the Roehm purge to the in -
tern ment of ho mo sex u als in the camps, was or ches trated to
pre vent the truth about Hit ler from com ing out. Machtan
writes

Hit ler’s de ter mi na tion to de stroy any thing that might have 
pro vided an in sight into his pri vate life is well doc u -
mented. He got rid of any thing he could, and his arm was
long, even be fore 1933. Those privy to his se crets were
bribed, sworn to se crecy, black mailed or killed....Hit -
ler’s...ho mo sex u al ity...was the se cret from his past that
threat ened at any time to rear its head as he rose po lit i -
cally....and he de fended that se cret by all avail able means
(Machtan:20f).
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One of Hit ler’s great est prob lems was black mail. 
Black mail of ho mo sex u als by es tranged part ners and pros -
ti tutes was a sim ple fact of life in Ger many.
“[H]omosexuals were par tic u larly vul ner a ble to black mail -
ers, known as
Chanteure on the ho -
mo sex ual scene,” write
Bur leigh and
Wippermann.  “Black -
mail, and the threat of
pub lic ex po sure, re -
sulted in fre quent sui -
cides or sui cide
at tempts” (Bur leigh
and Wipperman:184). 

Po lice Com mis -
sioner Hans von
Tresckow, who served
in Berlin dur ing the
years that Hit ler was on 
the streets in Mu nich
and Vi enna, wrote the
fol low ing in his mem -
oirs: 

One of the worst fea tures of homosexualism is that it
gives rise to an enor mous amount of male pros ti tu tion.
Many per sons who are per fectly nor mal find it a lu cra tive
though dis grace ful trade. In Berlin there are many cen ters 
where homosexualists make the ac quain tances of ac com -
pli ces who will serve their re quire ments. And there are
many cafés and tav erns which are fre quented al most ex -
clu sively by such peo ple. The po lice are pow er less to put
down this prac tice, be cause they re quire le gal au tho ri za -
tion to in ter fere. My ex pe ri ence is that male pros ti tu tion
has been steadily in creas ing for some de cades past and
cases of black mail are be com ing more nu mer ous ac cord -
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ingly; for a per son who goes in for this pro fes sion is al -
most al ways a black mailer. (Treschow in Lively:18).

For Hit ler, the list of black mail ers in cluded nu mer ous
po lit i cal op por tun ists.  Igra re ports that Hein rich Hoffman,
the of fi cial Nazi pho tog ra pher, gained his po si tion by us ing
in for ma tion about Hit ler’s per verse abuse of his
(Hoffman’s) daugh ter, Henny, to black mail the fu ture
Fuehrer (Igra:74).  (Henny Hoffman was later mar ried off
to re puted ho mo sex ual Baldur von Schirach, prob a bly to
quell ru mors about his ex ploits with Hit ler Youth boys).
Heiden re lates an other story in which Hit ler bought an en -
tire col lec tion of rare po lit i cal writ ings to re gain pos ses sion
of a let ter to his niece in which he openly re vealed his “mas -
och istic-coprophil in cli na tions” (Heiden, 1944:385).  

Even more dan ger ous than the po lit i cal op por tun ists
were the po lit i cal en e mies who could not be bought off. As
early as 1923, Hit ler’s en e mies were re ly ing on their proof
of his per ver sion to se cure an ad van tage, even if that ad van -
tage were only their own self-preservation. Eugen Dollman
re corded his ex pe ri ence at a din ner meet ing with Gen eral
Otto von Lossow at the Ba var ian war min is try.

Since No vem ber 9 [said Lossow], Hit ler and his sup port -
ers have been well aware that any at tempt on my life or
those of my of fi cers would cause a Eu ro pean scan dal. I
have some good friends in this world, and Adolf would
lose that game just as he did on No vem ber 9 [date of the
failed “Beerhall Putsch”]....The gen eral pro duced from a
desk drawer a po lice file con tain ing se cret re ports and de -
po si tions about the pri vate life of Herr Adolf Hit ler dat ing
from the time that he again turned up af ter the war -- all
from the vice squad or po lice head quar ters on
Ettstrasse....What a dan ger ous weapon Otto von Lossow
had forged dur ing the years when he was at the height of
his au thor ity in Mu nich (Machtan:135). 
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Lossow would in fact sur vive un scathed un til his death
in 1938, de spite “Hit ler’s well-documented ha tred of the
‘trai tor Lossow’” (ibid.:137).

Oth ers with out ben e fit of hid den doc u men ta tion of Hit -
ler’s sex ual sins did not fare as well, even those with whom
he had been in ti mate.  Sklar writes that “Hit ler at tempted to
bury all his ear lier in flu ences and his or i gins, and he spent a
great deal of en ergy hid ing them...[In this cam paign to
erase his past] Hit ler or dered the mur der of Reinhold
Hanish, a friend who had shared his down and out days in
Vi enna” (Sklar:21). Hit ler was en raged that Hanish had
col lab o rated with Konrad Heiden, the Hit ler bi og ra pher
who had aired the Na zis dirty linen (Machtan:52). 

Un til Hit ler and his crew fi nally gained power in Ger -
many, their methods for deal ing with those privy to Nazi se -
crets were lim ited in form and scope. Af ter wards, how ever,
there were more and better ways to solve these kinds of
prob lems and to pun ish their en e mies at the same time.

The Sack ing of the Sex Re search In sti tute

The Na zis’ hunt for in crimi nat ing ev i dence was ob vi -
ous in the attack on Mag nus Hirsch feld’s Sex Re search In -
sti tute on May 6th, 1933.  As noted pre vi ously, the Sex
Re search Insti tute of Ber lin had been founded by Hirsch -
feld in 1919 as a cen ter for the “study” of ho mo sexu al ity
and other sex ual dys func tions.  For all in tents and pur poses, 
it served as the head quar ters for the ef femi nate branch of
the Ger man “gay rights” move ment.  For this rea son alone,
the “Butch” homo sexu als of the Nazi Party might have de -
stroyed the Insti tute.  In deed, through out the pre ced ing
years the Na zis had in creas ingly har assed Hirschfeld per -
son ally.  

Vic tor Rob in son, edi tor of an au to bio graph i cal sketch
by Hirsch feld, wrote in 1936 that “[a]lthough the Na zis
them selves de rived great profit from Hirsch feld’s theo ries
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(and called on him per son ally for help) they con tin ued his
persecu tion re lent lessly; they ter ror ized his meet ings and
closed his lec ture halls, so that for the safety of his audi -
ences and him self, Hirsch feld was no longer able to make
pub li c ap pear ances (Hae berle:368). Ho mo sexu al ist James
Steak ley ac knowl edges the “Butch/Fem” as pect of the in ci -
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dent, say ing that some Ger man ho mo sexu als “could con -
ceiva bly have ap proved of the meas ure, par ticu larly if they
were Nazi sym pa thiz ers or male su prema cists”
(Steakley:105).

Ig no rance of the “Butch/Fem” con flict in the German
“gay” sub cul ture left many con tem po rary writ ers puz zled
as to why the Na zis would at tack Hirsch feld. An obitu ary
for Hirsch feld writ ten in 1934 ex em pli fies this con fu sion: 

There is a darker and more sav age irony in the fact that
the Na zis should have treated him as an arch en emy; for
the Nazi ranks are no to ri ously hon ey combed with all
degrees of ho mo sexu al ity, and Hirsch feld is in dis puta bly
the man to whom it is mainly due that the right of these 2
per cent of sex ual ab nor mals in the masses of the
European popu la tions to ex ist and to func tion on their
own lines is now a mat ter for pub li c dis cus sion and pub li c 
agi ta tion (Her zer:221).

The at tack against the In sti tute, how ever, was not mo ti -
vated solely by the Nazi en mity against ef femi nate ho mo -
sexu als.  It was also an at tempt to cover up the truth about
ram pant ho mo sexu al ity and other per ver sions in the Nazi
Party.  Hit ler also knew that Hirsch feld’s fa cil ity had ex ten -
sive rec ords that could be dam ag ing to him self and his in ner 
cir cle.  This was the rea son for the raid, ac cord ing to Lud -
wig L. Lenz, the as sis tant di rec tor of the Sex Re search In -
sti tute, who was in charge on the day of the raid.  His
descrip tion of the situa tion, part of which was quoted
previously, is given here at greater length.

[O]ur In sti tute was used by all classes of the popu la tion
and mem bers of every po liti cal party...We thus had a
great many Na zis un der treat ment at the In sti tute.  Why
was it then, since we were com pletely non- party, that our
purely sci en tific In sti tute was the first vic tim which fell to 
the new re gime?  The an swer to this is sim ple...We knew
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too much.  It would be against medi cal prin ci ples to pro -
vide a list of the Nazi lead ers and their per ver sions
[but]...not ten per cent of the men who, in 1933, took the
fate of Ger many into their hands, were sexu ally nor -
mal...Many of these per son ages were known to us di rectly
through con sul ta tions; we heard about oth ers from their
com rades in the party...and of oth ers we saw the tragic re -
sults: I ref er here es pe cially to a young girl whose ab do -
men was cov ered with pin scratch ings through the sa dism
of an emi nent Nur em berg Nazi; I ref er also to a thir teen
year old boy who suf fered from a se ri ous le sion of the anal 
mus cle brought about by a sen ior party of fi cial in Bres lau
and to a youth from Ber lin with se vere rec tal gon or rhea,
etc., etc....Our knowl edge of such in ti mate se crets re gard -
ing mem bers of the Nazi Party and other docu men tary ma -
te rial — we pos sessed about forty th o u s a nd con fes sions
and bio graphi cal let ters — was the cause of the com plete
and ut ter de struc tion of the In sti tute of Sex ol ogy
(Haberle:369).

Bur leigh and Wip per man re port that the ran sack ers had
“lists” of ma te ri als they were look ing for (Bur leigh and
Wip per man:189) and that they carted away two truck loads
of books and files.  The ma te ri als taken from the In sti tute
were burned in a pub li c cere mony, cap tured on film, on
May 10th (Steak ley:105).  The spec tacu lar and oft- replayed 
news reel foot age of this event has caused the burn ing of
books to be come syn ony mous with Na zism.  What in for -
ma tion went up in smoke on that day will never be known,
but we can be sure that the pile of burn ing pa per con tained
many Nazi se crets.  Ac cord ing to ho mo sex ual sources who
were in Ger many at the time, the Na zis de stroyed twelve
tho u s a nd books and thirty- five th o u s a nd pho to graphs.  

The build ing it self was con fis cated from the SHC and
turned over to the Nazi As so cia tion of Ju rists and Law yers
(ibid.:105). This may per haps be in ter preted to mean that it
re mained in the hands of ho mo sex u als. We know that at
least Hans Frank, Hit ler’s pri vate law yer, and the Nazi
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party’s star at tor ney Dr. Alfons Sack were ho mo sex u als
(Machtan:219). 

Anti- Homosexual Pol icies

When ever the Na zis ar rested ho mo sex u als and raided
even the homes of their sup port ers they were look ing for in -
crim i nat ing ev i dence against them selves. Machtan writes:

Hit ler was mor tally afraid of the ob scu rity of the ho mo -
sex ual mi lieu, which he him self had ex pe ri enced first -
hand in Vi enna and Mu nich. He knew that this
demi monde could at any time yield up dis rep u ta ble se -
crets -- even some, per haps, that might af fect him per son -
ally....Al though not in ter ested in a pol icy of re pres sion
to ward “or di nary” ho mo sex u als, he was dou bly so in
cases where def i nite in ter ests were in volved (Ibid.:226). 

How ever, there were also old scores to set tle with the
ef fem i nate ho mo sex u als who had op posed the Nazi rise to
power. What de vel oped, then, was a pol icy de signed pri -
mar ily to pre vent em bar rass ment to Hit ler in which all
things ho mo sex ual were closely scru ti nized by Himmler’s
se cret po lice.  But ac tion was taken only when the Nazi nets 
caught en e mies of the party or of the re gime. These ac tiv i -
ties oc curred in de pend ently of nor mal po lice func tions in
which vi o la tors of Ger man anti-sodomy and anti-pederasty
laws con tin ued to be pro cessed through the courts.      

The law against ho mo sex ual con duct had ex isted in
Ger many for many years prior to the Nazi re gime as Para -
graph 175 of the Reich Crim i nal Code, to wit: “A male who
in dulges in crim i nally in de cent ac tiv ity with an other male,
or who al lows him self to par tic i pate in such ac tiv ity, will be 
pun ished with im pris on ment” (Bur leigh and
Wipperman:188).  When Hit ler came to power he used this
law as a means of track ing down and pun ish ing those ho -
mo sex u als who, in the words of one vic tim, “had de fended
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the Weimar Re pub lic, and who had tried to fore stall the
Nazi threat” (ibid.:183).  Later he ex panded the law and
used it as a con ve nient tool to de tain other en e mies of the
re gime.

In Feb ru ary of 1933, Hit ler banned por nog ra phy, ho -
mo sex ual bars and bath-houses, and groups which pro -
moted “gay rights” (Plant:50).  Os ten si bly, this de cree was
a blan ket con dem na tion of all ho mo sex ual ac tiv ity in Ger -
many, but in prac tice it served as just an other means  to find
and de stroy anti-Nazi groups and in di vid u als. In deed, it is
likely that Hit ler had been a pa tron of some of the ho mo sex -
ual-oriented busi nesses that he shut down. The Berlin
“Eldo rado” club, for ex am ple, was a fa vor ite haunt of the
Berlin SA un der Cap tain Paul Rohrbein, a close friend of
Roehm and Karl Ernst (Machtan:185).    

The “mas cu line” ho mo sex u als in the Nazi lead er ship
en forced the new pol icy se lec tively, “em ploy[ing] the
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charge of ho mo sex u al ity pri mar ily as a means to elim i nate
po lit i cal op po nents, both in side his party and out”
(Oosterhuis and Ken nedy:248).   Revisionst Frank Rec tor
also ad mits that the de cree “was not en forced in all cases”
(Rec tor:66). Oosterhuis and Ken nedy write that “Al though
he was well known as a gay-activist, [Adolf] Brand was not
ar rested by the Na zis” but nearly all of his files were con fis -
cated (Ooosterhuis and Ken nedy:7) .  

The Wash ing ton Blade, the news pa per of the ho mo sex -
ual com mu nity in Wash ing ton D.C., re ported on the
re search of John Fout, a “gay” his tory pro fes sor at Bard
Col lege in New York:

The Na zis shut down the two or three ac tive Gay po lit i cal
or ga ni za tions that had been op er at ing in Ger man (sic) as
soon as Hit ler took power in 1933.  How ever, ac cord ing
to Fout, Gay bars and bath houses re mained open un til the
late 1930s.... ‘The Gay ur ban sub cul ture sur vived the
Nazi pe riod,’ said Fout (Re searcher says Nazi per se cu -
tion not sys tem atic, The Wash ing ton Blade, May 22,
1998).

Jew ish ho mo sex ual Gad Beck, Di rec tor of Berlin’s
Jew ish Adult Ed u ca tion Cen ter, also chal lenges “gay”
dogma on the de gree to which ho mo sex u als were per se -
cuted in Ger many.  In his book, An Un der ground Life:
Mem oirs of a Gay Jew in Nazi Berlin, Beck claims “There
was no prob lem be[ing] a ho mo sex ual Jew.  Ev ery one
turned a blind eye to what ever we boys were up to with each 
other” and cited only one case of the Nazi’s per se cut ing a
ho mo sex ual man (Beck in “Fear less un der the Fuh rer,”The
Ad vo cate, Oc to ber 26, 1999).   

In 1935, Para graph 175 was amended with Para graph
175a which broad ened the scope of the law re strict ing ho -
mo sex ual con duct (Bur leigh and Wipperman:190). (In ter -
est ingly, the new crim i nal code ad dress ing ho mo sex u al ity
de leted the word “un nat u ral” from the def i ni tion --
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Reisman, 1994:3).  This new law pro vided the Na zis with
an es pe cially po tent le gal weapon against their en e mies. 

 It will never be known how many non-homosexuals
were charged un der this law, but it is in dis put able that the
Na zis used false ac cu sa tions of ho mo sex u al ity to jus tify the 
de tain ment and im pris on ment of many of their op po nents.
“The law was so loosely for mu lated,” writes Steakley, “that 
it could be, and was, ap plied against het ero sex u als that the
Na zis wanted to elim i nate...the law was also used re peat -
edly against Cath o lic cler gy men” (Steakley:111).  Kogon
writes that “The Ge stapo readily had re course to the charge
of ho mo sex u al ity if it was un able to find any pre text for
pro ceed ing against Cath o lic priests or irk some crit ics”
(Kogon:44). 

The charge of ho mo sex u al ity was con ve nient for the
Na zis to use against their po lit i cal en e mies be cause it was
so dif fi cult to de fend against and so easy to jus tify to the
pop u lace.  Since long be fore the Na zis as sumed power, ho -
mo sex u als gen er ally lived clan des tine lives, so it was not
un usual for rev e la tions of their con duct to come as a sur -
prise to their com mu ni ties when it be came a po lice mat ter.
This is not to say that ac tual ho mo sex u als were not pros e -
cuted un der the law.  Many were.  But the law was used se -
lec tively against the “Fems.”  And even in this case, many
ef fem i nate ho mo sex u als, es pe cially those in the arts com -
mu nity, were given pro tec tion by cer tain Nazi lead ers
(Oosterhuis and Ken nedy:248).  Plant writes,

The most fa mous ex am ple is that of the ac tor Gustaf
Grundgens...De spite the fact that his ho mo sex ual af fairs
were as no to ri ous as those of Roehm’s, Goering ap pointed 
him di rec tor of the State The ater...[And] On Oc to ber 29,
1937...Himmler ad vised that ac tors and other art ists could
be ar rested for of fenses against para graph 175 only with
his per sonal con sent, un less the po lice caught them in fla -
grante (Plant:116).
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 Even the most vis i ble “Fems,” how ever, were treated
far dif fer ently than were the Jews.  Kurt Hiller, suc ces sor to
Magnus Hirschfeld in the “Fem” fac tion of the Ger man
“gay” move ment, was in terned in a con cen tra tion camp but
re leased (bat tered but alive) af ter nine months
(Steakley:103).  

An un known per cent age of ho mo sex ual pris on ers were
ar rested not for sex of fenses at all, but for po lit i cal rea sons. 
A doc u ment from the Buchenwald ar chive states,

In the spring of 1942 a Berlin writer called Dahnke was
sent to the camp as a ho mo sex ual.  The main rea son for
his in tern ment, how ever, was po lit i cal state ments which
had brought him to the at ten tion of the Ge stapo
(Grau:267).

A study of the Hit ler Youth of fers more ex am ples that
ex pose the mean ing less ness of the Nazi’s harsh rhet o ric
against ho mo sex u als.  We have al ready noted Koehl’s ob -
ser va tion that Himmler “mit i gated his pen al ties pri vately”
and tried to keep ev ery in ci dent of ho mo sex ual mo les ta tion
of the Hit ler Youth boys by the SS “as se cret as pos si ble”
(Koehl:51f).  But Koehl goes on to cite the re cords of the
RJF, the se cu rity di vi sion of the Hit ler Youth ad min is tra -
tion.  “[D]uring the first six months of 1940,” he writes,
“[there were] 10,958 crimes com mit ted by Hit ler Youths,
the most com mon were theft (5,985), [and] ho mo sex u al ity
(901)” (ibid.:84).  When he com pared the num ber of ho mo -
sex ual of fenses to the list of ex pul sions from the or ga ni za -
tion (an ab surdly mild pun ish ment for a sup posed cap i tal
crime), how ever, Koehl found a low rate of ex pul sions for
ho mo sex u al ity:

Since the RJF Re port listed 900 cases of ho mo sex ual
crimes dur ing a six month pe riod alone, and only a third
of that num ber were ex pelled dur ing a twenty-five month
pe riod by court ac tion, it sug gests that the RJF was more
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hes i tant to up hold Ar ti cle 175 of the Crim i nal Code than
its of fi cial pro pa ganda would have the pub lic be -
lieve...[One] young de lin quent with a re cord of mi nor
thefts, for which he had spent eight weeks in jail, was not
ex pelled from the HJ [Hit ler Youth].  In Sep tem ber
1940...[of fi cials] sur prised him and sev eral prison work -
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ers in a wild ho mo sex ual orgy in broad day light on a
road side.  With sen sa tional ev i dence like this in hand,
the...leader then sought to have the cul prit ex pelled from
the HJ.  But it took some time be fore this oc curred, sug -
gest ing that the en force ment of Ar ti cle 175 was lax
(Koehl:85ff).

The in creas ing in dif fer ence of Hit ler Youth of fi cials to -
ward ho mo sex u al ity was an at ti tude re flected in the larger
so ci ety as well.  In 1937 the Reich Min is ter of the In te rior
is sued a change of pol icy re gard ing Para graph 175.  Un der
the new rul ing only four-time re peat of fend ers could be
jailed or sent to camps for ho mo sex ual of fenses.  This was
re af firmed in 1940 by Himmler (S. Katz:146).

The Roehm Purge

The event in his tory most fre quently cited as evi dence
of Nazi per se cu tion of ho mo sexu als is known vari ously as
the Blood Purge, the Night of the Long Knives, and the
Roehm Purge.  Steak ley writes that “[t]he in dis put able
begin ning of Nazi ter ror against ho mo sexu als was marked
by the mur der of Ernst Roehm on June 28, 1934, ‘the night
of the long knives’” (Steak ley:108).  It was on this night
(ac tu ally over an en tire week end), that Adolf Hit ler’s clos -
est aides or ches trated the as sas si na tions of hun dreds of his
po liti cal ene mies in one bloody sweep.  In cluded in this
purge were Roehm and sev eral of the top of fi cers of the SA.

We have em pha sized that the lead er ship of the SA was
mostly, if not en tirely ho mo sex ual.  The fact that SA lead -
ers were the pri mary tar gets in the mas sa cre could there fore 
be con strued as a sort of “moral cleans ing” of the Nazi
ranks, which, in fact, Hit ler claimed it was.  But Hit ler lied.
The Roehm Purge was driven by po liti cal, not moral
concerns.  Hit ler feigned dis gust and out rage about the ho -
mo sexu al ity of the mur dered SA lead ers to jus tify him self
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to the Ger man peo ple; it was a tac tic he had used pre vi ously 
to al lay pub li c sus pi cions about the sex ual de vi ancy of his
in ner cir cle.  The im por tance of this fact is as serted in many
lead ing works by both main stream and ho mo sexu al ist his -
to ri ans.  The fol low ing are ex cerpts from four dif fer ent his -
to ri ans who have ex am ined the is sue:

Hit ler elimi nated his clos est friend Roehm and cer tain SA 
lead ers as po ten tial ri vals.  The strictly po liti cal mo ti va -
tion of this ruth less power play was ini tially too ob vi ous
to be en tirely de nied, but later it was con ven iently ob -
scured by charges of ho mo sex ual de prav ity
(Haberle:369f).

The for mal ac cu sa tions against Roehm and those ar rested 
with him cen tered on their ho mo sex ual ac tivi ties, which
Hit ler had of course known about for fif teen years and
shrugged off, it be ing al leged that these ac tivi ties dis -
graced the party.  For those vic tims with out any ho mo -
sex ual back ground, “the Great Blood Purge” con tin ued
all over Ger many, as Nazi lead ers got rid of all their most
hated ene mies, as well as the in evi ta ble “mis takes”
(Garde:726f).

Ernst Roehm wasn’t shot be cause the Nazi Party felt out -
raged by the abrupt dis cov ery that he was “hav ing” his
storm troop ers — that had been known for ages; but be -
cause his sway over the SA had be come a men ace to Hit -
ler.  In the Hit ler Youth the “dear love of com rades” was
evilly turned into a po liti cal end.  And if the Nazi hi er ar -
chy was well larded with ho mo sexu als, so was Wil helm
II’s court and so was the Wei mar Re pub lic (David -
son:152).

Hit ler him self, of course, had been well aware of
Roehm’s sex ual ori en ta tion from the ear li est days of their 
long as so cia tion....So strong was Roehm that the
Wehrmacht [Ger man Army High Com mand] was con -
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cerned that he might seize con trol of the army.  In 1934,
Hit ler be came fear ful that the Wehrmacht was plot ting a
coup against him to pre vent such a take over.  To fore stall
this dan ger, Hit ler had Roehm and about one th o u s a nd
other men mur dered one week end in June 1934, the fa -
mous “Night of the Long Knives” (Cromp ton:79f).

There is some dis pute among his to ri ans about whether
Roehm had planned a coup against Hit ler af ter Hit ler’s
refusal to re place the regu lar army with Roehm’s troops.
This take over of the army had ap par ently been part of the
Na zis’ origi nal plan for the maxi mi za tion of their po liti cal
strength.  Upon his ap point ment as Chan cel lor, Hit ler was
con fronted with new and dif fer ent chal lenges which
required new and dif fer ent al li ances.  For some time it
appeared that Hit ler would re main true to his pact with
Roehm. From the time Hit ler as sumed con trol of the
German gov ern ment in Janu ary of 1933, un til the spring of
1934, he al lowed the SA to grow from 300,000 to over 3
mil lion mem bers (Plant:54).  Dur ing this pe ri od of rapid
growth, Roehm’s ri vals within the Nazi in ner cir cle grew
in creas ingly alarmed, as did the pow er ful in dus tri al ists and
mili tary lead ers.  

Ten sion be tween the SA and the army in creased.
General Wal ther von Brauchitsch, speak ing for the ma jor -
ity of his fel low of fi cers, said, “[t]hat gang of ho mo sexu als,
thugs and drunks should be al lowed no part of [Ger man re -
ar ma ment]” (Gallo:87).  For their part, the SA taunted the
regu lar army sol diers, sing ing “The grey rock will be
drowned in a sea of brown” (ibid.:87), mean ing that the
grey uni formed army would be swal lowed up by the
Brown shirts.  Strasser writes,

At a meet ing of the Cabi net, to which he be longed,
[Roehm] de manded the in cor po ra tion of the Brown Shirts
into the regu lar army, the Brown Shirt of fi cers to re tain
their ranks.  In other words he de manded su preme com -
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mand of the Reichswehr, the S.S., and the S.A..  He con fi -
dently be lieved that he had Adolf’s sup port...but Hit ler
re mained si lent...Blom berg, the Min is ter of Na tional
Defense, sud denly de clared that the only course open to
Presi dent Hin den berg would be to ref use out right.  “The
dis cus sion is closed,” Hit ler then said, with out dar ing to
look his old friend in the face.  Roehm, speech less with
fury, walked quickly from the room.  Af ter June 30, Gen -
eral von Rei che nau de clared in an in ter view with the Petit 
Jour nal that Roehm’s death sen tence was vir tu ally
signed that day (Strasser, 1940:178).

As the con flict came to a head, SA con spira tors cre ated
a “hit list” of Army of fi cers who were to be killed
(ibid.:218) and al leg edly se lected Stan dar ten fue hrer Ju lius
Uhl to as sas si nate Hit ler him self (ibid.:237).  It may be,
how ever, that these al le ga tions were in vented as part of a
fall- back ra tion ale for the purge.  It is well known that
Himm ler, Go er ing and Himm ler’s dep uty, Re in hard
Heydrich, worked be hind the scenes to limit Roehm’s
power; and it has been re ported by some sources that they
gen er ated ru mors of a Roehm plot to drive a wedge
between Roehm and Hit ler.  In any case, the Roehm Purge
was not mo ti vated by the ho mo sexu al ity of its vic tims.  The
great ma jor ity of vic tims were not ho mo sexu als at all.  Otto
Strasser, a high Nazi func tion ary whose brother, Gre gor,
was mur dered that night, lists some of the casu al ties in
Hitler and I:

Klause ner and sev eral other Catho lic lead ers were
executed, as well as [Vice Chan cel lor] von Papen’s sec -
re tar ies.  At Hirsch berg, in Sile sia, all the Jews, all the
mem bers of the Stahl helm, and a few com mu nists were
ar rested...beaten with ri fle butts...and eight peo ple were
mur dered...[V]on Kahr, an old man of sixty three...was
taken from his bed, taken to Da chau, and tor tured to
death...His crime had been his fail ure to sup port the
Munich putsch in 1923.  Baller staedt...who had been in -
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stru men tal in Hit ler’s be ing
sen tenced to three months im -
pris on ment, was mur dered by a 
spe cial kil ler squad.  [And]
death was the pen alty paid by
Fa ther Staemp fle for hav ing
ed ited Mein Kampf, and there -
fore be ing fa mil iar with the
author’s weak nesses
(ibid.:200).

Igra pro vides us with a long and 
de tailed ac count of the power
strug gle which led to the purge,

be gin ning with a refu ta tion of the idea that it rep re sented a
pol icy of ex ter mi na tion of ho mo sexu als by Hit ler:

We shall find that, far from elimi nat ing the sex per verts
from his party, Hit ler re tained most of them, and that he
moved against those whom he did elimi nate only with the
great est re luc tance and af ter he had been re lent lessly
pushed by out side forces and cir cum stances.  On June 14
and 15 Hit ler was in Ven ice to see Mus so lini.  It soon
became com mon knowl edge that the Ger man Dic ta tor and 
his en tou rage had made an un fa vor able im pres sion upon
the Ital ians...Mus so lini was never a stick ler for puritan
mo ral ity, to say the least, but there was one vice which the
Ital ians par ticu larly loathe; they call it il vi zio te de sco, the
Ger man vice.  The con duct of some mem bers in Hit ler’s
en tou rage at Ven ice dis gusted the Ital ians.  Mus so lini pro -
tested against the moral char ac ter and po liti cal un re li abil -
ity of the lead ing per son nel in the Nazi Storm Troops and
warned Hit ler that he would have to sac ri fice his fa vor ite
col leagues if he wished to save his own per sonal pres tige
and that of his re gime.  Among those colleagues, Roehm,
Heines and Karl Ernst were men tioned.  
    What cha grined [Hit ler] the most was that he knew Mus -
so lini had been prompted...by...[Ger man] Presi dent
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Hinden berg...On June 21, Hit ler went to Neudek, Hin -
denberg’s coun try seat...[He] was lit er ally dumb founded
when con fronted on the steps of the Hin den berg fam ily
home by Gen eral Blom berg and Go er ing, both in uni -
form.  They in formed him that the Presi dent would not re -
ceive the Chan cel lor, and that if the heads of the SA were
not dis missed mar tial law would be de clared, where upon
Goer ing would take over ci vil ian con trol as Chief of
Police, and Blom berg, as Min is ter of War, would take
over mili tary con trol.
    Hit ler was  still re cal ci trant and con ceived the idea of
ral ly ing the Storm Troops around him, as a ges ture of de -
fi ance against those gen tle men of the right...But an event
oc curred...which led Hit ler to change his plan...He was
sum moned to Krupp’s head quar ters and there was
received by Go er ing, and the heads of the Krupp firm and
other in dus tri al ists...[T]hey de liv ered their ul ti ma tum:
Either Hit ler should get rid of his com pan ions or the
Goering- Krupp- Blomberg com bi na tion would with draw
their sup port for the re gime.  Hit ler ac cepted the al ter -
native, but in his own way.  He would double- cross
Roehm, but he would also double- cross his task mas ters
to the Right.  He would elimi nate a few of the ele ments
that had proved ob jec tion able to the Right, but he would
main tain the bulk of them.  Be sides, he would take the op -
por tu nity of the gen eral mas sa cre to re move those against 
whom he had a griev ance -- Gen eral Strei cher, Gen eral
Bred low, Gre gor Strasser, etc.(Igra:77f).

Lothar Machtan’s anal y sis, ben e fit ting from an ad di -
tional fifty years of hind sight, adds an other im por tant per -
spec tive on this crit i cal event. His study em pha sizes that 
while the Ger man pow ers were forc ing their will upon Hit -
ler, the Fuehrer was con fronted with one un es cap able truth:
the very men he must be tray were the ones who held his
own dark est se crets in trust. These were al ready hint ing at
black mail due to the in creas ing ten sions in the party. 
Machtan writes:
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Roehm was not only ac -
quainted with the shady be -
gin nings of Hit ler’s po lit i cal
ca reer, he was one of the very 
few peo ple who knew about
his ho mo sex u al ity. It must
have been Hit ler’s night mare 
that he would one day launch 
a smear cam -
paign....Roehm’s friend
Edmund Heines [once threat -
ened in 1933] “Adolf has n’t
the slight est rea son to open
his trap so wide -- one word
from me, and he’ll shut up
for good”....As Hit ler him -

self put it, he was faced with “a cri sis that could only too
eas ily have had truly dev as tat ing con se quences for the
fore see able fu ture.” His po lit i cal in stinct for
self-preservation, if noth ing else, com pelled him to es ca -
late mat ters. At the same time, he was urged on by the
pros pect of con ceal ing his own ho mo sex u al ity for ever by
the elim i na tion of dan ger ous wit nesses (Machtan:211f).

 

Edmund Heines was an es pe cially dan ger ous threat if
for mer Freikorps sol dier Pe ter Mar tin Lampel is to be be -
lieved. In his un pub lished mem oirs Niemandes Knecht,
Lampel claimed to know “a lot about Hit ler’s ho mo sex u al -
ity,” in clud ing spe cific knowl edge of a li ai son with Heines
(ibid.:138). Roehm, too, was al leged to have been a sex
part ner of Hit ler, al though these ru mors were con sid ered
“highly ex ag ger ated” by one-time Hit ler fa vor ite Putzi
Hanfstaengl (ibid.:113). 

Pushed to the wall, Hit ler chose the Nietzschean path of
mer ci less self-interest. Machtan writes:

Hit ler could de fend him self only by go ing to ex tremes, so
the few peo ple who knew that he, too, was ho mo sex ual
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had to be ei ther mur dered or thor oughly in tim i dated. This 
is re vealed by a closer look at the in di vid ual vic -
tims...Roehm, Ernst and Heines...Gregor Strasser...
Karl-Gunther Heimsoth and Paul Rohrbein...se nior civil
ser vants privy to po ten tially ex plo sive ev i dence about
Hit ler, for in stance, [Prus sian Po lice of fi cials] Erich
Klausener...and...Eugen von Kessel; Reichswehr Min is -
ter...Kurt von Schleicher and his right hand man,
Ferdinand von Bredlow, the Mu nich po lice chief Au gust
Schneid-huber, the ex-premier of Ba varia, Gustav Ritter
von Kahr....the at tor neys of Roehm, Strasser, Ludecke
and other se nior Na zis...the Mu nich jour nal ist Fritz
Gerlich...and....Karl Zehnter [of the “gay” bar]
Bratwurstglockl.

It may readily be in ferred from these few ex am ples that
the op er a tion car ried out on and around June 30 was....a
care fully planned cam paign against peo ple who knew, or
were sus pected of know ing, too much about Hit ler
(Machtan:216ff).   

  The Roehm Purge, then, was not a “moral” cleans ing
of the Nazi ranks, but a po lit i cal one. Equally it was a rea -
lign ment of power be hind the German gov ern ment which

was pri mar ily forced upon
Hitler by pow er ful po liti cal
ele ments, whose sup port he
needed to main tain con trol.
Igra points out that not only
did the ma jor ity of the SA
ho mo sexu als sur vive the
purge, but that the mas sa cre
was largely im ple mented by
ho mo sexu als.  He cites
Strasser that the “Chief Kill -
ers of Mu nich [were] Wag -
ner, Esser, Maurice, We ber
and Buch.”  These men
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“were all known to be sex
per verts...of one type or an -
other,” con cludes Igra
(ibid.:80).  Plant rec ords that 
the larger cam paign of as -
sas si na tions across Ger -
many was or ches trated by
Re in hard Hey drich, also a
ho mo sex ual (Plant: 56).
Igra ad dresses Hit ler’s justi -
fi ca tion for the purge: 

In his de fense bef ore the
Reichstag a week later Hit -
ler talked of “trai tors.”  That 

was his al ibi...In his speech to the Reichstag he ad mit ted
that one of the mo tives for or der ing the mas sa cre was to
get rid of the moral per verts in his party and that they were
trai tors be cause they prac ticed ho mo sexu al ism.  But un der 
the dic ta tor ship it was not pos si ble for any one to put Hit ler 
a ques tion.  No body asked him to ex plain how it was that,
if his pur pose was to get rid of ho mo sexu als, he really
didn’t rid him self of them but used them as the in stru -
ments of his own mur der lust and still re tained most of
them as mem bers of his per sonal en tou rage, as well as in
key po si tions of the party or gani za tion and the gov ern -
ment.  Otto Strasser, in his book, The Ger man St. Bar -
thole mew’s Night (which has not been pub lished in
Eng lish), men tions six teen of these highly placed ho mo -
sexu al ist of fi cials who sur vived the mas sa cres of June 30
and re tained their posts (Igra:82).   

 Fol low ing the purge, Hit ler re ceived a tele gram from
Hindenberg “ex press ing his ‘pro foundly felt grat i tude.’”
“‘You have saved the Ger man peo ple from a grave peril,’
the Pres i dent wired” (Fest, 1975:470).  Like wise, “De fense
Min is ter von Blomberg con grat u lated Hit ler for the suc -
cess ful com ple tion of the ‘purge.’ (ibid.: 470).  The army,
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too, was pleased by Hit ler’s move.  Only a week af ter the
purge an anti-Nazi Reichswehr of fi cer told the French mil i -
tary attaché in Berlin that the army was 25% pro-Nazi be -
fore the purge, but 95% pro-Nazi af ter the purge
(Gallo:312).

Af ter the Purge

While it is cer tainly true that sev eral of the most promi -
nent ho mo sexu als in the Nazi re gime were killed on the
“Night of the Long Knives” the fact of his tory is that Adolf
Hit ler did not purge his re gime of ho mo sexu als in this in ci -
dent or at any sub se quent time.  On the con trary, a sim ple
re view of the his toric rec ord re veals that Hit ler con tin ued
not only to sur round him self with ho mo sexu als, but to place 
them in key po si tions in the Third Reich.

Ju dith Re is man notes that “Ka zim ierz Mo caz ar ski, a
Pol ish re sis tance fighter, con firmed that ho mo sexu als
‘remained party mem bers...got pro mo tions...were pro -
tected by the top [Nazi] brass’ and served on the bat tle field
and in pris ons” (Re is man, 1994:3). Of the thir teen corps
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com mand ers of the SA, all known or sus pected ho mo sexu -
als, only seven were killed in the Roehm Purge (Gallo:16).
The rest, along with the prob able thou sands, per haps tens of 
thou sands of ho mo sexu als re main ing in the SA, were
quickly re as signed by Hit ler, who put the en tire SA un der
the author ity of Hein rich Himm ler’s SS.   Many of these sa -
dis tic, bru tal men had been use ful to Hit ler since the be gin -
ning, and he made cer tain that their tal ents would re main
avail able to him.  It is likely that some of these SA sur vi vors 
were among the par tici pants in Goeb bels’ din -
ner-party-turned-orgy in 1936 (Grun berger:70).

Not all SA ho mo sexu als re mained loyal to Hit ler, how -
ever.  Sny der rec ords that at least 155 SS lead ers were killed 
in late 1934 and 1935 by a group called “Roehm’s
Avengers” who “iden ti fied their unit on a slip of pa per
pinned to the body of each vic tim” (Sny der:298).  These
assas si na tions help to ex plain why Himm ler’s “anti-
 homosexual” pol i cies were ini tially strictly en forced, but
later (af ter the Roehm loy al ists had been ar rested) were
much less rigor ously ap plied.  

Aside from the SA, Hit ler re tained all of the sex ual de -
vi ants of his in ner cir cle, in clud ing Go er ing, Strei cher,
Frank, Maurice, Schaub, Wag ner, Brueckner, Weber and
Karl Kaufman, gauleiter of Ham burg.  Hess was to re main
un til 1941, when he left (whether of his own ac cord or as an
em is sary of Hit ler is still un known) on his ill- fated “peace”
mis sion to Eng land.  As an aside, the loss of Hess must have 
been very dif fi cult for Hit ler. As Ebermayer noted, Hess
“was for many years the Fuehrer’s [ho mo sex ual] part ner,
es pe cially dur ing their joint de ten tion in Landsberg”
(Ebermayer in Machtan:232).

Hit ler later openly re warded some of these men with
top jobs in the gov ern ment.  Rec tor, for ex am ple, writes that 
“Hit ler knew about [Wal ther] Funk, a ‘n ot or ious’ ho mo -
sex ual, when he ap pointed him Reich Min is ter of Eco nom -
ics on Feb ru ary 5, 1938" (Rec tor: 63). SS
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Lieutenant- General Al bert
Fo er ster, the ho mo sex ual
who is men tioned in Lan ger
as a pos si ble sex ual part ner of 
Hit ler (Lan ger:178), and
whose “black rec ord of
atroci ties against the Poles”
earned him a death sen tence
in later war tri als, was ap -
pointed Reich Re gent of the
Dan zig Free State just prior to 
World War II (Wistrich:178). 
And Graf von Hell dorf, one
of Ross bach’s origi nal ho mo -
sex ual Brown shirts (Strasser,
1940:26), was ap pointed by
Hit ler to the post of po lice presi dent of Ber lin in 1935 (Sny -
der:145).

As he had turned on Ernst Roehm, sev eral of the ho mo -
sexu als in his in ner cir cle even tu ally turned on Hit ler
himself.  Johansson and Percy write,

One gay scholar, Ri card Dey, for years has with oth ers
col lected data com put er ized into what he dubs the En cy -
clo pe dia Ho mo philica.  Re cent pub lic ity about Dep uty
Fue hrer Ru dolf Hess’s ho mo sexu al ity has led him to con -
clude that the tragi cally un suc cess ful plot to as sas si nate
Hit ler in 1944 car ried out by Colo nel Count von Stauf fen
berg was mas ter minded by Ad mi ral Ca naris and backed
by a net work of other con spira tors, like them, right est ho -
mo sexu als (em pha sis ours. Jo hans son and Percy:285).

Dis cre tion would be the watch word for Nazi ho mo sex -
u als af ter 1934, how ever.  In light of its pub lic stance fol -
low ing the Roehm purge, the Party could no lon ger pro tect
fla grant ho mo sex u als in lead er ship positions.  A case in
point is men tioned by Oosterhuis.  He writes that “[i]n
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1937, a top leader of the Nazi move ment of the Sudeten
Ger mans in Czecho slo va kia was ar rested for a ho mo sex ual
of fense, once again em broil ing the party in a scan dal that
re sem bled the Roehm af fair” (Oosterhuis:243).  In re -
sponse to this in ci dent, news pa per re porter Walther Bartz
(un doubt edly at great per sonal risk) wrote a se ries of ar ti -
cles in Die neue Weltbuehne on “the ho mo sex ual roots of
Na zism” (ibid.:243). 

One ad di tional in ci dent must be men tioned here which,
aside from ex pos ing ho mo sex u als in the post-Roehm party, 
has great his tor i cal sig nif i cance in its own right: the as sas si -
na tion of Aus trian Chan cel lor Englebert Dollfuss, July 25,
1934.  Dollfuss op posed Anschluss (the Nazi plan to an nex
Aus tria) and Adolf Hit ler per son ally.  Igra writes,    

A few days af ter the mur der of Dr. Doll fuss  in Vi enna
(July 25, 1934) the semi- official Ital ian news pa per, Il Po -
polo di Roma , pub lished the com ment:

Ped er asts and as sas sins rule in Ber lin .

     By in ti mat ing that the authors of the Vi enna crime were
di rectly as so ci ated with the ‘pe de rasts and as sas sins’ who
ruled in Ber lin, Mus so lini's pa per made a grave ac cu sa tion 
against the Ger man gov ern ment at a time when friendly
re la tions ex isted be tween the two coun tries. Under or di -
nary cir cum stances the pub li ca tion of such a state ment
would have given rise to a dip lo matic pro test and de -
manded an ex pla na tion. Yet, as far as is known, Hit ler
made no such pro test. Moreo ver, Mus so lini backed up his
ac cu sa tion by or der ing the mo bi li za tion of Ital ian troops
on the Austro- Italian fron tier, as a ges ture against Hit ler's
de signs on Aus tria. But Hit ler made no counter- move.
        The ex pla na tion of Hit ler's si lence and in ac tiv ity in the 
face of the Ital ian chal lenge may be, and proba bly is, that
he was cowed by Mus so lini's black mail. Mus so lini knew
that the mur der of the Aus trian Chan cel lor had been or -
dered by Hit ler and that this was not done from po liti cal
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mo tives ex clu sively. He knew
that per sonal re venge against
Doll fuss was the chief mo tive
work ing in the dark re cesses of 
Hit ler's mind. For Doll fuss
had come into pos ses sion of an 
authen tic af fi da vit which con -
nected Hit ler di rectly with the
moral scan dals I have spo ken
of....he had cer ti fied cop ies of
the af fi da vit made and en -
trusted to the dip lo matic rep re -
sen ta tives of [sev eral]
gov ern ments in Vi enna. That
is the ac count which has been
given me, and I have every rea son to be lieve it to be at
least sub stan tially true. Among oth ers Dr. Her mann
Rausch ning as sured me that he had seen a copy of such a
docu ment, which was in the hands of a for eign gov ern -
ment. It de clared that Hit ler had been a male pros ti tute in 
Vi enna at the time of his so journ there, from 1907 to
1912, and that he prac ticed the same call ing in Mu nich
from 1912 to 1914.  Mus so lini ob vi ously knew of the ex -
is tence of this docu ment, and had a copy of it at his dis -
posal when he charged Hit ler with ped er asty and mur der
at one and the same time (Igra:66f).

Igra goes on to re late that the “leader of the gang who
mur dered Dr. Dollfuss and who ac tu ally fired the shots into
the Chan cel lor’s body was a cer tain crim i nal named [Otto]
Planetta who was also a well-known sex per vert” (ibid.:78).  
Hit ler failed to take con trol of Aus tria at this time.  That
would oc cur in 1938 when Hit ler forced the res ig na tion of
Dollfuss’ suc ces sor, Kurt von Schuschnigg in fa vor of
Artur Seyss-Inquart (leader of the Aus trian Na zis and also a 
ho mo sex ual -- ibid.:86, Snyder:8).

A few ad di tional words are in or der about the ex tent to
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which Hit ler’s per sonal fear of dis clo sure dic tated Nazi pol -
icy about ho mo sex u al ity af ter the purge. Machtan writes:

The vi o lent im po si tion of a “state of emer gency” was in -
tended to en able the au thor i ties to gain pos ses sion, at a
stroke, of doc u ments con sid ered dan ger ous by Hit ler...His 
prin ci ple mo tive for tak ing ac tion against “Roehm and as -
so ci ates” was fear of ex po sure and black mail. What ad di -
tion ally con firms this is that the moun tains of con fis cated
doc u ments were not to be used in tri als of any kind....Only
six months af ter the Roehm mur ders, the so-called Ma li -
cious Prac tices Act came into force. This act pe nal ized
any re mark that might “se ri ously prej u dice the wel fare of
the Reich”....most of the re marks...re lated to Hit ler him -
self and his ho mo sex u al ity....from 1943, re marks to the ef -
fect that the “Fuehrer” was ho mo sex u ally in clined were
pun ish able by death (Machtan:220ff). 

It is in this con text that we must ex am ine Hit ler’s in -
struc tion to Himmler to clamp down on ho mo sex u al ity in
the na tion: “He wanted to get such a grip on the “prob lem”
of ho mo sex u al ity that it could never again pres ent a threat
to his po si tion of power” (ibid.:225). For this rea son he re -
quired a sys tem of com plete con trol over the ho mo sex ual
com mu nity. The fact that he gained such con trol and did not 
use it be yond what was nec es sary to pro tect him self (and
pun ish his en e mies) is tes ta ment to his con tin ued sym pa thy
for his fel low “gays.”  In deed, there was re ally never a cam -
paign to elim i nate homosexuality from Ger man so ci ety, de -
spite Nazi rhet o ric to the con trary. 

Hein rich Himm ler and the SS

Hein rich Himm ler is an ex tremely im por tant fig ure in
Nazi his tory.  He joined the Na zis in the early years of the
party and “par tici pated in the Mu nich Beer- Hall Putsch of
No vem ber 1923 as a standard- bearer at the side of Ernst
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Roehm” (Wis trich:138).  Af ter hold ing a number of mid-
 level po si tions in the party he was ap pointed “head of Hit -
ler’s per sonal body guard, the black- shirted Schulz staf fel
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(SS), at that time a small body of 200 men” (ibid.:138).
Over the next dozen years Himm ler’s “as ton ish ing ca pac ity 
for work and ir re pressi ble power- lust showed it self in his
ac cu mu la tion of of fi cial posts” (ibid.:138), even tu ally win -
ning him the most pow er ful po si tion in the Third Reich un -
der Hit ler him self.  

The role of Himm ler is also criti cally im por tant to the
as ser tions of ho mo sex ual re vi sion ists.  “Hein rich Himm ler, 
Reichsfue hrer SS and head of the Ge stapo,” writes Steak -
ley, “richly de serves a repu ta tion as the most fa nati cally
anti- homosexual mem ber of the Nazi lead er ship” (Steak -
ley:111).  In deed, if one were to ac cept Himm ler’s pub li c
pro nounce ments against ho mo sexu al ity at face value, he
would cer tainly de serve this dis tinc tion.  For ex am ple, in a
speech in which he com memo rated the Roehm Purge, he
said:

Two years ago...when it be came nec es sary, we did not
hesi tate to strike this plague with death, even within our
own ranks...in our judg ment of ho mo sexu al ity — a symp -
tom of de gen er acy which could de stroy our race — we
must re turn to the guid ing Nor dic prin ci ple: ex ter mi na tion 
of de gen er ates” (ibid.:111f).

How ever, as we have dem on strated, ho mo sex u al ity
was not the rea son for the Roehm Purge.  And if we look at
other ev i dence we find that Himmler’s prac tice re gard ing
ho mo sex u als was far dif fer ent than his rhet o ric would im -
ply.  Grau notes in Hid den Ho lo caust? that  

In these spec u la tions about a sup posed “fi nal so lu tion” to
the prob lem of ho mo sex u al ity, there is clearly a fail ure to
dif fer en ti ate what was said in Nazi programmes from
what was ac tu ally car ried out.  If Himmler’s erad i ca tion
rhet o ric is thought to re flect the fate of in di vid ual ho mo -
sex u als, then ob vi ously the Nazi’s pol icy will be seen as a
drive to ex ter mi nate them all in the lit eral sense of the
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term.  But things ap pear in a dif fer ent light once we dis -
tin guish be tween anti-homosexual pro pa ganda for pub lic 
con sump tion and the re al ity on the ground....what he had
in his sights was the ho mo sex ual type.  (Grau:6, em pha sis
ours).

 

What the Na zis con sid ered the “ho mo sex ual type” was
the ef fem i nate ho mo sex ual male who showed no in ter est in
sex ual re la tions with women.  Let us re call the Friedlander
dis tinc tion be tween “Butches” and “Fems.”   Re mem ber
that Friedlander, to gether with the mas cu line ho mo sex u als
of the Com mu nity of the Elite, re ferred to ef fem i nate ho -
mo sex u als as “de gen er ates.”  Clearly, in his speech,
Himmler rhe tor i cally lumped the mas cu line Roehm with all 
ho mo sex u als, but it is prob a ble that the dis tinc tion would
have been lost on this par tic u lar au di ence any way.  

Himmler’s op po si tion to ho mo sex u al ity was di rectly
pro por tion ate to the at ti tudes of ho mo sex u als about pro cre -
ation.  For him, the in di vid ual’s high est duty to the state
was the im prove ment of the race through proper breed ing.

THE PINK SWASTIKA                                 213

Buy a print copy of this book, in clud ing pho tos and
graph ics, at the  book store,

www.abidingtruth.com/pfrc/showproducts.php.

Just as women in Nazi Ger many were val ued primarily for pro cre -
ation, the fate of male ho mo sex u als in Nazi cus tody hinged pri mar ily
on their will ing ness to re join the breed ing pool.



Himmler was ob sessed with cre at ing a race of “su per men.”
But in his view, some of the most per fect spec i mens of
Aryan man hood were be ing lost to this ef fort due to ho mo -
sex u al ity.  Himmler felt this “loss” more keenly  in light of
the fact that Ger many had lost two mil lion men in World
War I.  He also be lieved there were two mil lion ho mo sex u -
als in the pop u la tion.  “This meant,” write Bur leigh and
Wippermann, “that Ger many’s ‘sex ual bal ance sheet’ had
gone into def i cit be cause ‘four mil lion men ca pa ble of sex’
had ei ther died or had ‘re nounced their duty to pro cre ate’
on ac count of their sex ual pro cliv i ties” (Bur leigh and
Wipperman:192).

Himmler’s so lu tion to this prob lem was, log i cally
enough, not the ex ter mi na tion of the de lin quent males.  In -
stead he placed great hope in the use of med i cal “treat -
ments” to re claim ho mo sex u als for the race.  One
ex per i ment in volved im plant ing ar ti fi cial glands in ho mo -
sex ual sub jects to in tro duce ad di tional male hor mones to
the body.  Other ef forts paired ho mo sex ual pris on ers with
fe male pros ti tutes (ibid.:195f).  While the idea of forced
med i cal ex per i ments is ab hor rent, the fact that Himmler in -
vested time and re sources in such pro jects shows that he
had a very dif fer ent view of ho mo sex u als than of other pris -
on ers, even of those ef fem i nate ho mo sex u als who were
held in such con tempt by the Nazi “Butches.”  Himmler
was de ter mined to re ha bil i tate rather than dis pose of them.

Was Himmler a Homosexual?

 Himmler may him self have been a ho mo sex ual.  Film -
mak er Wal ter Frenz, who worked closely with the Nazi
elite (in clud ing a stint as Hit ler’s pri vate film mak er), is re -
ported to have trav eled to the East ern front with Himmler
“whose pederastic pro cliv i ties he cap tured on film” (Wash -
ing ton City Pa per, April 4, 1995).  We also know that
Gauleiter Helmut Bruckner of Silesia, upon be ing de -

214                    The Persecution of Homosexuals



nounced as a ho mo sex ual by a Himmler un der ling in the
month af ter the Roehm Purge, sent a veiled black mail threat 
via Hess and Goering to ex pose Himmler’s al leged ho mo -
sex ual ten den cies (Machtan:226).             

Himmler be gan his Nazi ca reer as an aide to Ernst
Roehm, a fact which clearly re futes the idea that he was a
prig gish anti-homosexual zealot. On the con trary,
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Himmler’s ser vice to Roehm was not per formed grudg -
ingly.  Himmler vol un tarily wrote his own oath of loy alty to 
Roehm and re peated it cer e mo ni ously each year in
Roehm’s pres ence.  Gallo re cords a por tion of a let ter writ -
ten to Roehm by Himmler: “As a sol dier and a friend, I wish 
you all you could de sire in obe di ence and loy alty.  It has
been and al ways will be my great est pride to be counted
among your most faith ful fol low ers” (Gallo:57). For many
years Himmler had been pleased to serve the most bra zen
and out spo ken ho mo sex ual in the Nazi Party. 

It must be noted that even though Himmler helped to or -
ches trate the Roehm purge, the ho mo erotic com po nents of
his personality had not sub stan tially changed.  Herman
Glaser, in The Cul tural Roots of Na tional So cial ism, writes,

[Even af ter]...the mur der of Roehm and the lead ing SA
per son ali ties...in a cer tain sense the sodo mite ro man ti cism 
con tin ued to as sert it self.  The vir tu ally manic search for
beau ti ful male fig ures per pe trated by Hein rich Himm ler,
for ex am ple, could not just be ex plained by the de lu sions
of the breeder; it was also com pen sa tion for a re pressed
physi cal in fe ri or ity com plex, which es pe cially in peo ple
with ho mo sex ual ten den cies gives rise to neu ro ses” (Gla -
ser:132).

 Himm ler, like Hit ler, was closely as so ci ated with
homo sexu als through out  his adult life.  His path to Nazi
lead er ship, how ever, was not, like that of so many oth ers,
through the Ger man “gay rights” move ment.  In stead it was
through the oc cult move ment, and his Nazi ca reer was de -
fined by his pas sion for the oc cult.  We have seen how
Himm ler was pro foundly in flu enced by Guido von List and 
Jorg Lanz von Lie ben fels, the ho mo sex ual gu rus of na tion -
al is tic and anti- Semitic oc cult ism.  It was List’s dream of a
hi er ar chi cal male su prema cist so cial or der which formed
the blue print for the SS.  And it was from List that Himm ler
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ap pro pri ated the “SS” sym bol.  From Lanz, Himm ler
adopted other oc cult themes.  Wis trich writes, 

For him, the SS was at one and the same time the res ur -
rec tion of the an cient Or der of the Teu tonic Knights with
him self as Grand Mas ter, the breed ing of a new Her ren -
volk  ar is toc racy based on tra di tional val ues of obe di ence,
cour age and loy alty, and a vast ex peri ment in mod ern ra -
cial en gi neer ing (Wis trich:140).

Lanz origi nated both the re vival of the Teu tonic
Knights theme and the plan for Ger man ra cial en gi neer ing.
The lat ter idea mani fested it self in Ger many in 1936 as the
“State- registered hu man stud farm known as Le bens born
[mean ing “fount of life”], where young girls se lected for
their per fect Nor dic traits could pro cre ate with SS men”
(ibid.:138).  By 1945 over 11,000 births had re sulted from
the pro gram (Con way:273), which Himm ler was later to
claim as his great est con tri bu tion to the Third Reich.  But
the plan, down to some of its de tails, must be at trib uted to
Lanz.  Goodrick- Clarke writes,

The simi lar ity be tween Lanz’s pro pos als and the lat ter
prac tices of Himm ler’s SS Le bens born ma ter nity or gani -
za tion... in di cate the sur vival of these men tal re flexes
over a gen era tion.  Lanz’s ad vo cacy of brood moth ers in
eugenic con vents (Zuchtkloster), served by pure- blooded 
Ar yan stud- males (Ehe hel fer), was re vived in the Third
Reich (Goodrick- Clarke:97).

De spite his ho mo erotic in cli na tions, Himmler was ded -
i cated to the fan tasy of an Aryan super race through eu gen -
ics, which ne ces si tated het ero sex ual breed ing as a cul tural
pri or ity.  As long as a man per formed his pro crea tive du ties
to the state, Himm ler had no prob lem with his other sex ual
practices.  This at ti tude is eas ily rec og nized in the case of

THE PINK SWASTIKA                                 217



his second- in- command, Re in hard Hey drich, whose own
con tri bu tion to the Third Reich de serves spe cial at ten tion.
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The ho mo sex ual Ge stapo leader Reinhard Heydrich was
one of the most feated men in Ger many.    Yad Vashem



Re in hard Hey drich: “The Blonde Beast”

In an or gani za tion which ex em pli fied evil, Re in hard
Hey drich was con sid ered the quin tes sen tial mem ber.  “Tall, 
slim, blonde- haired, with slant ing, deep set blue eyes,”
writes Wis trich, “Hey drich with his mili tary bear ing and
ice- cool hard ness seemed to epito mize the ‘Nordic -Aryan
type’ of Nazi my thol ogy” (Wis trich:134).  Himm ler
selected Hey drich as his right hand- man in 1931, and
within a few short years he was feared by eve ry one but
Hitler him self (Rec tor:61).  Wis trich de scribes him well:

...ruth less, cold and cal cu lat ing, with out any com punc -
tion to car ry ing out the most in hu man meas ures, Hey -
drich made him self in dis pen sa ble to the mas ters of the
Third Reich...His cyni cism and con tempt for hu man be -
ings led him to ex ploit the bas est in stincts...in weav ing
his gi gan tic spider’s web of po lice sur veil lance in the
Third Reich.  He filed ex ten sive dos si ers, not only on ene -
mies of the Party but also his ri vals and col leagues.  The
‘Blonde Beast,’ who con trolled the sole in tel li gence serv -
ice af ter 1935, spe cial ized in de vi ous meth ods of black -
mail along side weap ons of open ter ror and per se cu tion.
His hand was most proba bly in the Tuk hachevsky Af fair
— which led to the purge of Red Army gen er als in the So -
viet Un ion — and he fab ri cated the scan dal ous in trigue
which brought down the lead ing Ger man gen er als von
Blom berg...and von Fritsch...[He] mas ter minded the
mock at tack on the Glei witz ra dio trans mit ter which pro -
vided Hit ler’s excuse for in vad ing Po land...[But] The
most sa tanic con se quence of this ac cu mu la tion of power
was re vealed in Hey dri ch’s im ple men ta tion of the or der
for the whole sale ex ter mi na tion of Euro pean Jewry (Wis -
trich:134f).

Like so many of the Na zis, Hey drich had been a
mem ber of the Freik orps and “was strongly in flu enced in 
his early years by the ra cial fa nati cism of the volk ish
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circles” (ibid.:134).  Hey drich also shared the sex ual vice
that marked Hit ler’s cir cle of power. Ste ven son cre ated a
pro file of Hey drich taken di rectly from the BSC (Al lied
Intel li gence) pro file of Hey drich.

[Re in hard Hey drich] was the pro tégé of Hein rich Himm -
ler, Reich Com mis sioner for Con soli da tion of Ger man
Ra cial Stock. Hey drich was fa nati cal in his ha tred of Jews, 
hav ing him self some Jew ish blood. For this rea son,
Himm ler con sid ered him safe. It was al ways use ful to
have the means of black mail ing one's col leagues....
“Nobody,” Hey drich de clared in his anxi ety to reach the
top, “has greater con tempt for Jews than my self. I in tend
to elimi nate the strain.”

The fate of “sub- humans” herded into Ger many's new
mercy- killing cen ters to be exe cuted on the strength of a
phy si cian's oath that the vic tim was no use to so ci ety, the
prepa ra tions that moved in exo ra bly for ward to re des ign
Europe's en tire rail road sys tem to serve the fu ture death
camps, all such ob sceni ties bef ore war were made tol er -
able by the pre tense that if you could not ac tu ally see
them, they could not be hap pen ing. In this at mos phere,
Hey drich moved with single- minded pur pose to a po si tion 
so close to the Fue hrer that none dared touch him ex cept
per haps Ad mi ral Ca naris, who di rected the Ger man High
Com mand in tel li gence serv ice (HICOMINTEL). But
even Ca naris lost con trol over young Hey drich. The Ad -
mi ral had a dos sier on Hey drich's ho mo sex ual ac tivi ties
af ter he had been ca shiered from the navy, but Heydrich
had also be come ex pert at fer ret ing out em bar rass ing in -
for ma tion about col leagues and su pe ri ors...

Hey dri ch’s ca reer was guided and domi nated by his
rela tion ship with an older friend, Freid rich Karl von
Eberstein, son of Count Ernst von Eber stein, Hey dri ch’s
god fa ther.  Freid rich von Eber stein was Hey dri ch’s sen ior
by ten years and had served in the navy dur ing World War I. 
More im por tantly, Eberstein was one of the origi nal Nazi
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lead ers in the SA and was a per sonal friend of Adolf Hit ler
(Calic:33).   His to rian Cal lum Mac Don ald writes,

While Hey drich was serv ing on the Na val staff in Kiel,
von Eber stein had been leader of the Nazi
Stuermabteilung or SA, in Mu nich and up per Ba varia...In 
1931, how ever, von Eber stein joined an other or gani za -
tion, the Schutz staf fel or SS...On the rec om men da tion of
von Eber stein, now an of fi cer on Himm ler’s staff, Hey -
drich be came a mem ber of the Nazi Party, number
544,916, in June 1931. He joined the SA in Ham burg and
was soon in volved in bloody street bat tles against the
com mu nists and other oppo nents of the Na zis.  He took
this step on the un der stand ing that his as so cia tion with
the beer hall brawl ers was to be purely tem po rary and that
von Eber stein would use his in flu ence to se cure a speedy
trans fer to the SS...[Later, Hit ler] be gan to look for some -
one ca pa ble of or gan iz ing the SS in tel li gence serv ice on a 
pro fes sional ba sis and was handed Hey dri ch’s file by von 
Eber stein (MacDonald:16f).  

Out side of his in volve ment with the early SA we have
lit tle evi dence to con clude that von Eber stein was ho mo -
sex ual, but we strongly sus pect that he was.  Other of
Heydri ch’s close as so ci ates were known ho mo sexu als.  In
1931, when Ernst Roehm was faced with ac cu sa tions of
homo sexu al ity un der Para graph 175, it was Hey drich who
came to his de fense (Lom bardi:12).  Hey dri ch’s men tor in
the navy, Ad mi ral Wil helm Ca naris, was also al leged to be
ho mo sex ual -- by Hey dri ch’s suc ces sor in the po si tion of
Chief of the SD-SS, Ernst Kal ten brun ner (Rec tor:62).
Rector ques tions this al le ga tion be cause Kal ten brun ner
“once said that 80% of the Ab wehr [Ger man Mili tary In tel -
li gence] were sexu ally per verted” and be lieved it “to be a
cen ter of every form of vice” (ibid.:62).  This al le ga tion,
how ever, seems quite con sis tent with what we have come
to know of cer tain seg ments of the Ger man mili tary, though 
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the spe cific state ments are per haps ex ag ger ated.  Hey drich
and Ca naris were very close dur ing Hey dri ch’s ten ure in
the navy (Mac Don ald:12), but Ca naris later came to fear
the man he had trained in in tel li gence tac tics, and kept a
dos sier on Hey dri ch’s ho mo sexu al ity as in sur ance to pro -
tect his own ca reer (Ste ven son: 349).  Much later Ca naris
was dis cov ered to be a leader in the at tempt to as sas si nate
Hit ler and was exe cuted at Flos sen berg con cen tra tion camp 
on April 9, 1945.

Hey dri ch’s loy alty to Hit ler never wa vered.  Rec tor
writes that “Hit ler con sid ered him the ideal Nazi, and Nazi
in ner cir cles re garded Hey drich as a likely suc ces sor to Hit -
ler even though Her mann Go er ing was of fi cially slated for
the post of Fue hrer” (Rec tor:62).  Hit ler’s sup port gave
Hey drich nearly un lim ited power. As Sny der writes,
“Heydrich could or der im me di ate ar rests and pre ven ta tive
de ten tion, and he could send any per sons to con cen tra tion
camps at any time.  He was the ab so lute mas ter of life and
lib erty in the Third Reich” (Sny der:317).

The Grynsz pan Af fair — Kristall nacht

Per haps the sin gle most in fa mous in ci dent or ches trated
by Hey drich was the No vem ber 9, 1938 po grom known as
Kristall nacht (“Crys tal Night”), in which hun dreds of Jews
were killed and syna gogues and busi nesses were de stroyed
across Ger many.  “In fif teen hours,” writes Sny der, “101
syna gogues were de stroyed by fire, and 76 were de mol -
ished.  Bands of Na zis sys tem ati cally de stroyed 7,500
Jewish-owned stores.  The pil lage and loot ing went on
through the night.  Streets were cov ered with bro ken glass,
hence the name Kristall nacht” (ibid.:201).  Mi chael
Berenbaum, in The World Must Know, adds that ninety- six 
Jews were killed and thirty th o u s a nd were ar rested and sent
to the camps.  Jew ish ceme ter ies, schools and homes were
de stroyed.  As a fi nal in sult, the Jews were held re spon si ble
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for the dam age and col lec tively
fined one bil lion Reichsmarks
(Ber en baum:54). 

The Na zis char ac ter ized this
wave of ter ror as the German
peo ple’s spon ta ne ous re sponse
to the as sas si na tion of Ger man
Em bassy Coun cilor, Ernst vom
Rath.  While the “spon ta ne ous”
ri ot ing was ac tu ally a cal cu lated
act of ter ror ism, the in ci dent that 
al leg edly sparked it was not
planned.  Ernst vom Ra th’s mur der was a le giti mately spon -
ta ne ous oc cur rence which the Na zis ex ploited to jus tify an
at tack on the Jews which they had un doubt edly been plan -
ning for some time.  In ter est ingly, how ever, the one com -
mon ele ment in the story of the as sas si na tion and the story
of Kristall nacht is ho mo sexu al ity.

Ernst vom Rath was a high- level SA of fi cial who had
re ceived a dip lo matic post ing to the Ger man em bassy in
Paris. While serv ing there he had taken up with a
seventeen- year- old male pros ti tute by the name of Her schel 
Grynsz pan, a Pol ish Jew (Read and Fisher:33).  In par tial
pay ment for his serv ices, Grynsz pan had ex tracted a prom -
ise from vom Rath that his par ents would be spared the con -
se quences of a re cent law that “re voked the citi zen ship of
Pol ish Jews who had been liv ing abroad for more than five
years and who still re tained Pol ish citi zen ship” (Rec tor:57). 
But vom Rath ap par ently failed to keep his prom ise;
Grynsz pan’s fam ily, along with thou sands of oth ers “were
herded into camps in a no- man’s land along the bor der re -
gion of  Zbonszyn in freez ing weather” (ibid.:58).  In re -
talia tion, Grynsz pan shot vom Rath on the night of
No vem ber 7, 1938.  Two days later the Na zis staged the
“Night of Bro ken Glass.”

Grynsz pan was seized by the Ge stapo in 1940 (ibid:58). 
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When at last they had him
in their pos ses sion, how -
ever, their planned high-
 profile court room prose cu -
tion went up in smoke.  “At
the last mo ment the trial
was can celed on Hit ler’s or -
ders: Grynsz pan had threat -
ened to reveal a
ho mo sex ual re la tion ship
with Rath” (ibid.:58).  The
Na zis were fu ri ous.  “Vom
Rath had been sold to the
world as an of fi cial mar tyr,
shot down in the serv ice of
the Fuehrer.  He had even
been given a state fu neral at which Hit ler him self had been
a mourner.  Was he now to be por trayed in the world’s press 
as a queer with a taste for seventeen- year- old boys?” (Read
and Fisher:252).

Of course, the Na zis claimed that the con fes sion was a
lie, but ap par ently there must have been enough evi dence to 
sup port the story, or the prose cu tors could have eas ily re -
futed it.  In stead, they de layed the trial.  Read and Fisher
explain:

The de lay gave Goebbels the time to cre ate a new myth
about the late Ernst vom Rath, and he set about it in a
highly in gen ious man ner.  He ar ranged for the let ters of
French pris on ers of war to be spe cially vet ted by one of his 
men, who seized the more pas sion ate and erotic mes sages. 
The let ters were then doc tored to make it ap pear that they
had all been writ ten to vom Rath by vari ous mis tresses,
with the aim of pro duc ing them in court as writ ten evi -
dence of his het ero sexu al ity.  At one stroke, Goebbels
would have cre ated a new Don Juan, a Ger man wom an izer 
ir re sisti ble to French women (ibid:253).
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Clearly the Na zis could pro duce no le git i mate ev i dence
that vom Rath was a het ero sex ual.  But even their fal si fied
ev i dence went un used be cause, in the mean time, the Jus tice 
Min is try had ob tained ad di tional in for ma tion that made a
pub lic trial im pos si ble.  “[A] story had been cir cu lat ing in
pub lic that Herschel had in fact been vom Rath’s male
whore and pro curer for some time in 1938, and that vom
Rath had been known in Pa ri sian ho mo sex ual cir cles as ‘the 
am bas sa dress’ and ‘No tre Dame de Paris’” (ibid.:253).  Ad -
di tionally, it was learned that vom Rath’s brother “had been 
dis missed from the ser vice for ho mo sex ual of fenses”
(ibid.:253).  This was too much for even Hit ler’s pro pa -
ganda ma chine to over come, so the trial was again post -
poned.

To be fair, we must ac knowl edge that Read and Fisher
con cluded that the al le ga tions of a ho mo sex ual af fair be -
tween vom Rath and Grynszpan were un true, merely the
cre ation of Grynszpan’s law yer. A re view of all the ev i -
dence, how ever, in clud ing much which was ap par ently un -
known to Read and Fisher, com pels us to con clude that the
in ci dent oc curred as we have de scribed it herein.  Our con -
clu sion is fur ther bol stered by the fact that the Na zis had
placed pederastic  ho mo sex u als in other for eign posts. The
Ger man con sul in Ca sa blanca, Mo rocco, Dr. Theodor
Auer, was ho mo sex ual as well.  His “af fair with the son of a
lo cal sheikh and his ‘be hav iour’ with Arab, French and
Jew ish ‘bum boys’ were de tailed by the Brit ish Se cret Op er -
a tions Ex ec u tive (SOE) (”How sex be came a weapon of
war,” Daily Tele graph, July 23, 1998).     

Grynszpan’s young life be gan and ended in trag edy as -
so ci ated with ho mo sex ual per ver sion.  His home town of
Hanover (per haps not co in ci den tally the birth place of Karl
Hein rich Ulrichs) “was a cen ter of ho mo sex u al ity,” ac cord -
ing to Read and Fisher:
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There were no fewer than 500 male pros ti tutes on the
police books in 1918, and the chief crimi nal in spec tor put
the number of ho mo sexu als in the city at about 40,000, out 
of a to tal popu la tion of 450,000.  The Grynsz pan’s neigh -
bor hood earned par ticu lar no to ri ety dur ing the early
year’s of Her schel’s child hood through the ac tivi ties of
one Fritz Haar man, known as “the Butcher of Hano ver,”
who picked up his vic tims, mostly ado les cent boys, in the
rail way sta tion, and took them home...When he had fin -
ished with them, he stran gled them, butch ered their
corpses, and sold the flesh as meat.  He was exe cuted in
1925 (ibid.:33). 

  

Grynsz pan never did go to trial, though he re mained in
Nazi cus tody.  In ter est ingly, the or gani za tion which came
to his aid dur ing this time was called the So ci ety for Hu man
Rights (ibid.:245).  [We are not cer tain if this was the same
“ho mo sex ual rights” group which had once boasted Ernst
Roehm as a mem ber, but it may have been.]  Vic tor Basch,
then head of the SHR “had pleaded for ‘li berty or judg -
ment’” in an ef fort to get him freed, but to no avail
(ibid.:245).  Af ter 1942 Grynsz pan just dis ap peared, proba -
bly killed se cretly by the Ge stapo. 

Kristall nacht, the “spon ta ne ous” in ci dent which
Grynsz pan’s act had sup pos edly sparked, has also been
described as be ing de fined by ho mo sexu al ity.  As all of
Europe strug gled to un der stand the cause for this hor ror, an
an swer was of fered by Brit ish Consul- General, R.T.
Smallbones.  Small bones was a “self- confessed Ger ma no -
phile” who had served in Ger many, from 1932 to 1939 and
“had de vel oped great ad mi ra tion and re spect for the ster ling 
quali ties of the peo ple” (ibid.:127).  “His opin ion, there -
fore,” writes Igra, “rests on first- hand ex pe ri ence of the
Ger man peo ple for a long pe ri od of years” (Igra:7).  He
contin ues:
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[Small bones authored] a Brit ish White Pa per, “Con cern -
ing the treat ment of Ger man Na tion als (in clud ing the
Jews) in Ger many,” in which the fol low ing state ment is
made:  “The ex pla na tion of this out break of sa dis tic cru -
elty may be that sex ual per ver sion, and, in par ticu lar, ho -
mo sexu al ity, are very preva lent in Ger many.  It seems to
me that mass sex ual per ver sion may of fer an ex pla na tion
of this oth er wise in ex pli ca ble out break”...I am con vinced 
that this ex pla na tion is the cor rect one [writes Igra].  For,
as a mat ter of fact, the wide spread ex is tence of sex ual
perver sion in Ger many...at the time the Hit ler move ment
rose to power...is no to ri ous.  And authori ties on crimi nal
sociol ogy are agreed that there is a causal con nec tion be -
tween mass sex ual per ver sion and the kind of mass
atroci ties com mit ted by the Ger mans (ibid:7).

Heydrich, the man most re spon si ble for this atroc ity,
met his death in May, 1942, at the hands of two Czecho slo -
va kian re sis tance fight ers.  A bomb was tossed into his car,
shat ter ing his spine.  He died on June 4, 1942.  In re tal i a tion 
“the Ger mans took sav age re venge, af ter the man ner of the
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old Teu tonic rites, for the death of their hero”
(Shirer:1288f).  Over 1,500 peo ple were im me di ately ex e -
cuted and thou sands more fol lowed, in clud ing the en tire
pop u la tion of Lidice (ibid.:1289).  The Lidice mas sa cre was 
or ches trated by Heydrich’s re place ment, Kurt Daluege,
for merly a unit leader in Rossbach’s no to ri ous ho mo sex ual
Freikorps (Wistrich:43).

As for the of fi cial legal res o lu tion of the Kristallnacht
af fair, that mat ter was handed to ho mo sex ual Wal ter Buch.
A for mer early SA leader, now Pres i dent of the Nazi Party
Su preme Court, Buch con cluded that the Nazi rank and file
who had par tic i pated in the mur der ous po grom were in no -
cent of any crime (ibid:33f).
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Chap ter Six

HOMOSEXUALITY IN THE 
CONCENTRATION CAMPS

We have now ar rived at one of the most sen si tive top ics
in our dis cus sion of ho mo sexu al ity in Nazi Ger many.  As
we have noted, re vi sion ists have at tempted to de fine
homosexu als as a class of peo ple who were “tar geted for
ex ter mi na tion” by the Na zis.  One ho mo sex ual group went
so far as to stage a high- profile “pil grim age” to the Yad
Vashem Holo caust Me mo rial in Je ru sa lem in May of 1994.
They were met by a dele ga tion of Jew ish Holo caust
survivors who were so over come with out rage that some of
them had to be re strained from physi cally as sault ing the
con tin gent of (mostly Ameri can) po liti cal ac tiv ists.  One
man cried, “My grand fa ther was killed for re fus ing to have
sexual re la tions with the camp com man dant.  You are dese -
crat ing this place...” (The Je ru sa lem Post, May 30, 1994).  

Yet, as we have noted, some ho mo sexu als did in fact
die in Nazi con cen tra tion camps.  We do not di min ish the
trag edy of any life lost un der the Nazi reign of ter ror; how -
ever, we must re ject the im pli ca tion that ho mo sexu als as a
class should be given moral equiva lency to the Jew ish
people and other vic tims of geno cide.  There are five rea -
sons why we must re ject this claim of the re vi sion ists.  
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First, we know that re gard less of Himm ler’s anti-
 homosexual rhetoric, ho mo sexu als as a class were never
tar geted for exter mi na tion, as their con tin ued role in the
Third Reich dem on strates.  

Sec ond, those ho mo sexu als who died did so pri mar ily
as the re sult of mis treat ment and dis ease in slave- labor
camps -- not in the gas cham bers.  As re ported in the Wash -
ing ton Blade

John Fout, pro fes sor of his tory...said his re search shows
that about 50,000 men were im pris oned for ho mo sex ual
re lated “of fenses” by the Na zis be tween 1933 and 1945. 
Most of them, he said, were im pris oned for rel a tively short 
sen tences and in reg u lar Ger man pris ons, not con cen tra -
tion camps as has been gen er ally be lieved (Re searcher
says Nazi per se cu tion not sys tem atic, The Wash ing ton
Blade , May 22, 1998).

 

Third, though we can not con done the form of pun ish -
ment meted out by the Na zis, ho mo sex ual sod omy was a le -
git i mate crime of long-standing for which in di vid u als were
be ing jailed both be fore and af ter the Nazi Re gime (and in
this coun try dur ing the same time pe riod).  In deed, Fout ac -
knowl edges that rather than be ing ar rested in dis crim i nately 
sim ply for “be ing” a ho mo sex ual, “the over whelm ing ma -
jor ity of those ar rested...were charged with en gag ing in sex
in pub lic places, such as parks and pub lic restrooms” (ibid).  
This is in con trast to the in tern ment of Jew ish peo ple,
whose eth nic ity is mor ally (and in pre-Nazi Ger many, le -
gally) neu tral.
  Fourth, the ac tual num ber of ho mo sex u als in the camps
was a tiny frac tion of both the es ti mated num ber of ho mo -
sex u als in Ger many and the es ti mate of the camp pop u la -
tion.  The camp ho mo sex ual pop u la tion, es ti mated at
5,000-15,000 by Fout and by Joan Ringelheim of the US
Ho lo caust mu seum (Rose:40), con tained an un de ter mined
per cent age of non-homosexuals falsely la beled as ho mo -
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sex u als (see sec tion ti tled “Anti-homosexual Pol icies”
above). Ho mo sex uals who died were “a small frac tion of
less than 1 per cent” of ho mo sex u als in Nazi-occupied Eu -
rope (S. Katz:146), com pared to more than 85 per cent of
Eu ro pean Jewry.  To be more spe cific, Buchenwald was the 
camp with the high est num ber of sup posed ho mo sex ual
pris on ers.  Ac cord ing to Grau, it’s annual pop u la tion count
of “pink tri an gles” peaked at just 189 in 1944, with fewer
than 100 such pris on ers in the years prior to 1942.  “The fig -
ures were small in com par i son with the to tal num ber of
pris on ers there -- well be low one per cent in ev ery year”
(Grau:264).    

Fifth and last, many of the guards and ad min is tra tors re -
spon si ble for the in fa mous con cen tra tion camp atroc i ties
were ho mo sex u als them selves, which ne gates the idea that
ho mo sex u als in gen eral were be ing per se cuted and in -
terned.
     The Nazi sys tem of con cen tra tion camps be gan with
Dachau in 1933, but by the fall of the Third Reich the num -
ber of sites which had held pris on ers in Ger man oc cu pied
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ter ri tory sur passed 10,000 (Parshall:57).  It is not gen er ally
known that only six of these camps were the no to ri ous
“death camps.” In his in tro duc tion to Jean-Francios
Steiner’s Treblinka, Terrence des Pres ad dresses this dis -
tinc tion:

The first Nazi camps, which
were set up soon af ter Hit ler
came to power in 1933, were
de signed as places of de ten -
tion and as train ing grounds
for the SS.  Da chau and
Buchen wald were among the 
most no to ri ous, and although 
we can not for get that thou -
sands of peo ple per ished in
these places, we should keep
in mind that camps of this
kind were not in tended or
equipped to be in stru ments
of geno cide...how ever, as
the Nazi pol icy of ex ter mi -
na tion took shape with the
Jews as pri mary tar get, the

ma jor “kill ing cen ters,” as they came to be called, be gan to 
op er ate...The great kill ing cen ters were six: Auschwitz-
 Birkenau, So bi dor, Chelmno, Bel zec, Maide nek, and
Treb linka (Stei ner:x-xi).

We make this point sim ply to show that the in tern ment
of ho mo sexu als in the con cen tra tion camps was not equiva -
lent to that of Jews and other ra cial groups who were, un der
Nazi pol icy, tar geted for ex ter mi na tion.  As ter ri ble as life
could be in the work camps, it of fered bet ter chances than
be ing herded into gas cham bers or shot in front of mass
graves.  

An ad di tional point that de serves men tion here is that
the uni form pat tern of bru tal ity for which the camps are
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known was es tab lished as a de lib er ate and cal cu lated pol icy 
by the SA un der Ernst Roehm in 1933.  Hei den writes that
“[t]he S.A. had learned...that the will of an im pris oned mass 
must be bro ken by the most loath some cru elty” (Heiden,
1944:565).  He later adds that “[f]right en ing re ports also
trick led through from the con cen tra tion camps, and the
pub li c be gan to re al ize that the Fuehrer’s picked troops had
or gan ized ar ti fi cial hells in Da chau...Roehm ad mit ted pub -
licly that these things seemed un bear able to many peo ple,
but said he saw no rea son for stop ping them” (ibid.:732f).
Though Roehm was soon killed, his sys tem of mass tor ture
and deg ra da tion en dured.

The Guards and Ka pos

There is one as pect of life in the con cen tra tion camps
that is sel dom noted by his to ri ans, yet is pro foundly sig nif i -
cant in this dis cus sion.  That as pect is the unique sta tus of
ho mo sex u als in the camps.  For while any pris oner could be 
cho sen as a Kapo (a slave over seer), none other of the in -
terned groups ex cept ho mo sex u als had coun ter parts among
the Nazi guards and ad min is tra tors (for ex am ple, there
were no Jew ish guards or ad min is tra tors).  Stephan Ross,
founder of the New Eng land Ho lo caust Mu seum, es ti mates
that “about 20 per cent of those guard ing Jew ish pris on ers
were ho mo sex u als.”  Ross was him self in terned for five
years in Nazi camps as a child and was re peat edly sex u ally
abused by the guards.  “[T]hey would beat you and make
you do that [per form oral sex]” he said.  “To this day I am
very an gry about it” (“Ho lo caust Sur vi vor: Mo lested by
Guards,” The Mas sa chu setts News, April 5, 2000).  

Ex am ples of the ho mo sex u al ity of the con cen tra tion
camp guards can be found in many of the per sonal ac counts
of Ho lo caust sur vi vors.  Elie Wiesel, sent to the Buna fac -
tory camp in the Auschwitz com plex, for ex am ple, ac -
knowl edges this in his  book Night:
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The head of
our tent was a
Ger man.  An
as sassin’s
face, fleshy
lips, hands like 
wolf’s paws.
He was so fat
he could
hardly move.
Like the leader 
of the camp he
loved chil -
dren...(Ac tu -
ally this was
not a dis in ter -
ested af fec -
tion: there was
a con sid er able
traf fic in
young chil dren 
among ho mo -
sexu als here, I
learned later)
(Wie sel:59).

In Treb linka, the nar ra tive ac count of the Treb linka upris -
ing, Stei ner rec ords the story of an other Nazi ad min is tra tor, 
taken from in ter views with sur vi vors:

Max Bie las had a harem of lit tle Jew ish boys.  He liked
them young, no older than sev en teen.  He had a kind of
par ody of the shep herds of Ar ca dia, their role was to take
care of the camp flock of geese.  They were dressed like
lit tle princes...Bie las had a lit tle bar racks built for them
that looked like a doll’s house...Bie las sought in Treb linka 
only the sat is fac tion of his ho mo sex ual in stincts (Stei -
ner:117f).
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Wal ter Pol ler, a Ger man po liti cal pris oner who was in -
terned in the Buchen wald con cen tra tion camp, also noted
the ho mo sexu al ity of cer tain guards.  In Medi cal Block
Buchen wald  Pol ler de scribes the camp prac tice of mass
beat ings, and re ports on the per verse pleas ure these guards
de rived from the tor ment of the pris on ers:

If the camp doc tor hap pened to pass by af ter a mass whip -
ping, and knew that a cer tain type of ho mo sex ual Schar -
Fue hrer [pla toon leader] and SS of fi cer stood at a cer tain
gate, he ar ranged a lit tle spe cial en ter tain ment for them,
which he called a medi cal ex ami na tion (Pol ler:103).

Pol ler leaves the de tails of these “medi cal ex ami na -
tions” to our imagi na tion.  But this brief glimpse into the
ranks of the SS guards re veals much about the camps.  Pol -
ler’s dis tinc tion be tween “types” of ho mo sex ual SS of fi -
cers, for ex am ple, im plies that there were more than a few
such guards.  Fur ther more, their ho mo sexu al ity was a mat -
ter of pub li c knowl edge.  Both of these in fer ences are sup -
ported in an other pas sage which tells of the re talia tion
against the Jew ish pris on ers fol low ing the at tempted as sas -
si na tion of Hit ler in July, 1944:

Two Schar fue hrer came along the empty camp roads at
about nine o’clock.  One of them was...an Ober schar fue -
hrer [com mander of pla toon lead ers] known to the pris -
on ers by the nick- name of “Anna,” be cause of his
un dis guised ho mo sexu al ity.  They en tered one of the
Jew ish bar racks, and there in dis crimi nately chose five
Jews and brought them out side.  From a sec ond bar racks
they brought out eight more.  From a third they se lected
an other seven...the twenty Jews were ...[marched] off un -
der An na’s or ders...Some time later we heard a burst of
fir ing from the di rec tion of the stone quarry.  It was now
clear that the earthly ex is tence of our...Jew ish com rades
had ended (ibid.:136f).
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Plant, though a re vi sion ist, ad mits that “a few SS guards 
were ho mo sex ual” and that they “made some youn ger in -
mates, usu ally Poles or Rus sians, their ‘dolly boys’
(Pielpel)” (Plant:166).  These ho mo sex ual an tics were not
car ried out in se cret.  Plant writes that such guards would
“oc ca sion ally com pete with Kapos for these teen ag ers.
They even drew lots to de ter mine who should go to whom”
(ibid.:166).  Primo Levi, in Sur vival in Auschwitz notes
that “young at trac tive ho mo sex u als” had a much higher
sur vival rate than av er age pris on ers (Levi:81). 

Youn ger chil dren were not spared from abuse, but in
fact many suf fered more harshly. Dr. Ju dith Reisman writes 
that Nazi in dus tri al ist Alfried Krupp main tained a “chil -
dren’s con cen tra tion camp”called Buchmannshof where
very young chil dren were used in sex ual ex per i ments.

In fants and chil dren un der six years of age were torn from
their Krupp en slaved moth ers and in terned in
Buchmannshof for their brief lives. Buchmannshof chil -
dren died at the rate of some 50 per day for years, newly
born or taken from par ents brought to the Krupp slave
camps. Krupp’s older slave chil dren were called “slave
youth” and lit tle is known about their lives (Reisman,
Kinsey: Crimes and Con se quences:311).

    

Reisman be lieves that the Krupp camp was one source
of the ap pall ing “child or gasm” sta tis tics cited in Ta ble 34
of the 1948 Kinsey re port (ibid.).  Krupp, an ex ceed ingly
ruth less and cruel man, was tried and con victed at
Nuremberg, but not for his in volve ment with
Buchmannhof.  The ex is tence of the camp was never men -
tioned in the Krupp in dict ment (Man ches ter:537).  (Sig nif i -
cantly, Alfried was the grand son of Fritz Krupp, the
no to ri ous ped er ast who com mit ted sui cide when his sex ual
abuse of boys be came pub lic knowl edge in Ger many.  The
Krupp scan dal ex posed a pow er ful and cor rupt ho mo sex ual 
clique in the gov ern ment and led to high-profile court room
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tri als be tween 1907 and
1912. For more on this
chap ter of Ger man his -
tory see Lively, “Ger -
many’s Na tional Vice
Re visited,” in The Poi -
soned Stream, 1997).  

Al though ho mo sex -
uals con sti tuted one of
the small est nu meri cal
mi nori ties in the camps
(Plant:153), they ap par -
ently were  ap pointed in
dis pro por tion ally large
num bers as Ka pos
(roughly the equiva lent
of “trust ies” in our pe nal
sys tem).  Psy cho ana lyst and medi cal doc tor Ed mund Ber -
gler writes that “[i]t is...well known that the capos in Hit -
ler’s con cen tra tion and ex ter mi na tion camps were only too
fre quently re cruited from the ranks of ho mo sex ual crimi -
nals...I had first hand in for ma tion on this point from a pa -
tient who had spent six years in the in fa mous camp at
Da chau (Ber gler:279).  Jan D. (who wishes to re main
anony mous), in Ausch witz and Gross Ro sen from
1940-1945, com ments on the role of these pris on ers:  “The
most cru elty in flicted on the Con cen tra tion Camps pris on -
ers was done by the ‘Capos’ (work de tail su per vi sors),
mostly Ger man crimi nals and ho mo sexu als” (Pri vate let -
ter).

In Hid den Holo caust?, Gun ter Grau in cludes a re port
from the Buchen wald ar chives.  It reads,

The kapo, Her zog, was a former mem ber of the for eign
le gion, ex tremely bru tal, ap par ently homosexual- sadistic 
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and with a fright en ing ten dency to be come fren zied; if
some one was beaten by him it was all over (Grau:268).  

    These tes ti mo nies are sup ported by Raul Hil berg,
author of The De struc tion of the Euro pean Jews and a
mem ber of the (U.S.) Presi dent’s Com mis sion on the Holo -
caust.  Rec tor cites a De cem ber 10, 1979 Vil lage Voice ar ti -
cle in which Hil berg said “that ho mo sexu als were highly
val ued pris on ers [rela tive to the Jews], and that many ka pos 
— in mates who ad min is tered the bar racks and dis pensed
in stant dis ci pline (beat ings and kill ings were com mon)
were gay” (Rec tor:139).  

There seems to have been a great di chot omy be tween
the ex pe ri ences of ho mo sexu als in the camps.  While on the
one hand, Plant claims that ho mo sexu als were treated more
harshly than the mem bers of other groups, cit ing Ko gon’s
Da chau mem oir, The The ory and Prac tice of Hell, other re -
search ers re fute this. Shelly Roberts, one of the Shoah
Foun da tion’s re search ers posted the fol low ing com ment on 
the World Wide Web, March 6, 1997.

I am one of the priv i leged who is in ter view ing ho lo caust
sur vi vors for the Spielberg video his tory pro ject....I have
en coun tered at least half a dozen sur vi vors who of fer frag -
ments and in di ca tions and scraps of in for ma tion that some
Ger man les bi ans and in ter na tional ho mo sex ual men were
in fact treated better (a re ally rel a tive term here) than the
av er age Jew ish pris oner....This is sep a rate to any Nazi of -
fi cer who col lected young boys to keep in his pri vate col -
lec tion (read harum [sic]). These boys were not given any
op tions.

If the in for ma tion I am hear ing from these nice Jew ish
sur vi vors, who don’t ap pear to have any axes to grind, is
true, than [sic] it WOULD seem that (some?most?all?)
ho mo sex u als...may have been given some kind of fa vored
sta tus.
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Rob erts, in ter est ingly, is no fan of The Pink Swas tika,
which she (or he) char ac ter izes as “a spite-filled re vi sion ist
doc u ment on the net that pur ports to be a re al ity-based trea -
tise on priv i leged gays” (ibid).  

In any case, there are con flict ing claims about the sta tus
of ho mo sex u als rel a tive to other pris on ers in the camps.  To
some ex tent this may sim ply re flect the dif fer ences be tween 
camps and the phi los o phies of their ad min is tra tors.  But the
en dur ing “Butch/Fem” con flict clearly had a sub stan tial
bear ing on the treat ment of ho mo sex u als.  

Plant writes of one sur vi vor who re ported that “the
guards lashed out with spe cial fury against those who
showed ‘ef fem i nate traits’” (Plant:172).  And Rec tor re -
cords a state ment from an in ter view with a for mer Pink Tri -
an gle named Wolf (a pseud onym) in which the is sue of
ef fem i nacy was raised.  “The ones who were soft, shall I
say, were the ones who suf fered ter ri bly” (Rec tor:157).

Rudolf Hoess, the in fa mous com man dant of
Auschwitz, de fined “gen u ine ho mo sex u als... [by their] soft
and girl ish af fec ta tions and fas tid i ous ness, their sickly
sweet man ner of speech, and their al to gether too af fec tion -
ate de port ment to ward their fel lows” (Hoess in ibid.:137f).
These “gen u ine ho mo sex u -
als” were con sid ered in cor ri -
gi ble and held in spe cial
bar racks, while many
non-effeminate ho mo sex u als
were re leased (ibid.:137). It
is prob a ble that  Hoess was
ho mo sex ual. He had been a
mem ber of Gerhard
Rossbach’s ho mo sex ual
Freikorps and  a close friend
of Edmund Heines
(Snyder:301), the pro curer of
boys for Roehm’s pederastic
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or gies.
Wolf’s tes ti mony about the ho mo sex ual be hav ior of the 

SS guards also re veals the sa dis tic char ac ter is tic of the
“Butches.”  “In the cell next to mine was a young male
pros ti tute from Steglitz who the SS forced into [sex ual
acts]” (Rec tor:156).  He also de scribed a game the SS
played each eve ning.  “There were holes in the walls and
they would reach through the holes and play with the gen i -
tals of the men sleep ing close to the holes.  Then they would 
say that they had caught them jack ing off, and they would
beat them” (ibid.:156).  Dur ing his im pris on ment, Wolf
was also forced to wit ness an ex e cu tion of six po lit i cal es -
cap ees who had been re cap tured by the guards.  “They were 
stripped na ked, tied to the ta ble spread-eagle face up, and
beaten to death with clubs, one by one, “ he re ported.  “You
could see that the SS ex e cu tion ers be came sex u ally stim u -
lated while beat ing the scream ing  pris on ers to death”
(ibid.:157).

This ex treme sav agery ex hib ited by the "Butch" ho mo -
sex u als of the camps was not rare, but some ac counts of
bru tal ity are more grue some than oth ers.  At Auschwitz, for 
ex am ple, Kapo Lud wig Tiene be came the most pro lific
mass mur derer of all time by stran gling, crush ing and
gnaw ing to death as many as 100 boys and young men a day 
while he raped them (ibid.:143).   In ci dentally, the sec ond
most pro lific se rial killer in his tory was also ho mo sex ual,
the in fa mous “Blue beard.”  The man be lieved to be the leg -
end ary mass killer, Blue beard, is Gilles De Rais, born in
Machecoul, Brittany, in 1404.  In The Gay Book of Days,
Mar tin Greif, re ports that af ter be ing ar rested on charges of
blas phemy, Gilles de Rais “con fessed to hav ing killed some 
150 boys ‘for the plea sure and grat i fi ca tion of my
senses’...He de cided that sodomizing his vic tims would sat -
isfy both his needs and the Devil's, and so more and more
boys dis ap peared into his cas tle, never to be seen again”
(Greif:21).
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Per haps the most gro tesque story of all, how ever, is
told by Rec tor in his chap ter on the camps, gro tesque not
be cause it is blood ier, but be cause it re veals how wide -
spread and ac cept able these ex tremes of per ver sion had be -
come among the Nazi elite.  He writes,

As for the SS, their be hav ior was typi cal among those
who en gaged in sex ual bes ti al ity.  An ex am ple is a film,
in color with a sound track, that was se cretly made for the
por no graphic en joy ment of a se lect co te rie of Na zis
show ing a wild drunken orgy of beau ti ful boys and hand -
some young men be ing whipped, raped and mur dered by
the SS (Rec tor:144).  (Note: Rec tor adds that this film is
still to day “very dis creetly and very pri vately shown to
only an in ner cir cle of cer tain ho mo sexu als in Europe”).

No study of ho mo sexu al ity in the Nazi con cen tra tion
camps would be com plete with out men tion ing a book
called The Men with the Pink Tri an gle.  In re cent years this
book has be come a stan dard text for re vi sion ists be cause it
is pur port edly the only auto bi og ra phy writ ten by a former
pink tri an gle pris oner.  The book it self, how ever, writ ten by 
Heinz He ger, can not be con sid ered re li able.  It is pre sented
as an auto bi og ra phy, yet trans la tor David Fern bach ad mits
in his in tro duc tion that He ger’s ac count is not his own but is 
the story of “an anony mous vic tim of the Na zis, an Aus -
trian” (He ger:9).  And though it con tains quite a number of
an ec dotes about ho mo sexu al ity among the SS guards
which would oth er wise be use ful in this dis cus sion, these
sto ries all have a dis tinct qual ity of sex ual fan tasy. We are
asked to be lieve that nearly every male author ity fig ure
whom “He ger” en coun ters re quires him to per form oral
sex, for ex am ple.  

Other os ten si bly true- life his to ries of camp sur vi vors
are so ber chroni cles of en slave ment and deg ra da tion, but
“He ger’s” ac count is al most whim si cal in places and in -
cludes nu mer ous im plau si ble scenes, such as one in which
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“He ger’s” Kapo lover coun ter mands an or der to pun ish
“He ger” which comes from the camp com man dant him self. 
For this rea son we will not credit the many ex am ples of ho -
mo sex ual sa dism re ported in this work.

Bef ore we leave the sub ject of guards and Ka pos, we
must men tion one of the few  ac counts of les bi ans in Nazi
his tory, again in con nec tion with the prison sys tem.  In
Paris Un der the Oc cu pa tion, His to ri ans Per rault and Azema 
de scribe the ac tivi ties of the French Ge stapo.  They iden tify 
“Sonia Bou kassi, a drug ad dict, and Vio lette Mor ris,
onetime French weight- lifting cham pion, both les bi ans,
[as] the chief women’s in ter ro ga tors” in the no to ri ous tor -
ture cham bers of La Car lingue (Per rault and Azema:38). 

The Pris oners

Ho mo sex ual pris on ers did not in te grate well into the
prison popu la tions, writes Eugen Ko gon.  The pris on ers os -
tra cized “those whom the SS marked with the pink tri an -
gle” (Ko gon:44).  Ko gon at trib utes this dis like to the fact
that the ho mo sex ual popu la tion in cluded “crimi nals, and
es pe cially black mail ers...Hos til ity to ward them may also
have been partly rooted in the fact that ho mo sexu al ity was
at one time wide spread in Prus sian mili tary cir cles, as well
as the SA and the SS” (ibid:44).  

Kogon im plies that the pris on ers as so ci ated ho mo sexu -
al ity with their tor men tors and thus saw the “pink tri an gles” 
as ob jects of fear and ha tred.  Plant sup ports this view, not -
ing that “ho mo sex ual pris on ers were of ten tainted by the
crimes of the ho mo sex ual guards—even though they them -
selves were of ten the vic tims” (Plant:167).  There is evi -
dence, as well, that the ho mo sexu als in the camps al ien ated
their fel low pris on ers be cause of the preda tory na ture of
their sex ual drive.  Pol ish so ci olo gist, Anna Pawelc zyn ska,
in Val ues and Vio lence in Ausch witz, de scribes this situa -
tion:
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Some times a con firmed ho mo sex ual would lead a pris -
oner of nor  mal  in c l i  na  t i ons  into ho mo sex  ua l
prac t ices .   Such  re la tion ships were usu ally deeply im -
moral or deeply de mor al iz ing.  A prisoner- functionary’s
[Ka po’s] de sire to sat isfy his or her ped er as tic sex ual
needs could also mani fest it self in vari ous bru tal forms of
ter ror and black mail used to bring the part ner into com -
pli ance (Pawelc zyn ska:98).

Pawelcznska’s rec ord also re futes Plant’s sug ges tion
that ho mo sex ual pris on ers were “ut terly dis united” and
there fore pow er less.  She cites the use of pros ti tu tion as a
form of cur rency among the ho mo sex ual pris on ers.  This
was likely a com mon means of get ting fa vors from the ho -
mo sex ual guards as well.  She writes,

...paid pros ti tu tion ex isted in the camp and the choice of
erotic part ners was dic tated by one’s abil ity to pay — ei -
ther in the form of help in gain ing a bet ter place in the
camp struc ture or, at each visit, in the form of food or bet -
ter clothes.  Ho mo sex ual erotic avail abil ity be came a
coin of in com men su rate worth, in re turn for which the
chance of bio logi cal sur vival could be won, de pend ing on 
the cli ent’s pos si bili ties (ibid.:99).

In Buchenwald, how ever, we are told that “[a]ssisted by 
iso la tion from the other camp and more sup ported than su -
per vised by the SS, a num ber of ban dits were com pletely
ter ror iz ing the workforce,  steal ing the pack ets they were
sup posed to re ceive since win ter 1941, and hold ing real or -
gies of bru tal ity and the most shame less sa dism.  Sex ual
abuse and the foul est mur der were the or der of the day”
(Grau:268).

There is one other dis tinc tion be tween ho mo sex ual and
other pris on ers.   To ward the end of World War II, many
ho mo sex u als were re leased from the con cen tra tion camps
and drafted into the Wehrmacht (Shaul:688).  A lead ing his -

THE PINK SWASTIKA                                243



to rian of the pe riod,  Ste ven Katz cites re cords that “in di -
cate that 13% of all ho mo sex ual camp in mates were
re prieved and re leased” (S. Katz:146). This, of course, hap -
pened as the Na zis fran ti cally in creased their “pro duc tion”
in the death camps, try ing to ex ter mi nate ev ery last Jew in
Eu rope be fore the Allies could lib er ate the camps.

Were these ho mo sex ual vol un teers mere can non fod der 
in the Nazi mil i tary? Not for those with the right sa dis tic
tem per a ment. Many ho mo sex ual men chose to “trans fer to
a de lin quent bat tal ion like the vi cious ‘Strafbataillon
Dirlewanger’(IGLA Euroletter 52, Au gust, 1977).  
     Oskar Dirlewanger, a for mer Freikorps com mander in
the 1920s, was the cre ator of this ex tremely bar ba rous unit,
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also known as the
Sonderkommando
Dirlewanger, “the most no to ri -
ous of Waffen-SS units un der
per haps the most sa dis tic of
com mand ers” (“36th
WaffenGrenadier-Division der 
SS,” www.wssob.com).
Dirlewanger put to gether this
unit from con cen tra tion camp
in mates af ter he him self was
re leased from a camp af ter
serv ing a sen tence for sex ual
as sault of a fe male child un der
four teen  “and other sex crimes 
of a vile na ture” (www.eliteforcesofthethirdreich.com).    

Sur vi vor Stephan Ross says that many ho mo sex u als
were re leased with out any re quire ment of mil i tary ser vice: 

All they [those ac cused of ho mo sex u al ity] had to do to
get out [of the camp] was to sign a pa per to say that they
had been re ha bil i tated and would n’t do it [en gage in ho -
mo sex ual be hav ior] any more...They were not tar geted to
die.  Not like we were. (The Mas sa chu setts News, April 5, 
2000).

Be fore we leave this sub ject we should men tion the fact
that many of the non- effeminate ho mo sexu als in terned in
Nazi work camps were former Storm Troop ers whose
allegiance had been to Ernst Roehm and not to Hit ler. 
When “Roehm’s  Aven gers” be gan kill ing SS lead ers in
retalia tion for Hit ler’s as sas si na tion (Sny der:298), Himm -
ler cracked down on these ho mo sex ual former SA sol diers
and many were sent to the camps.  (This would ac count for
many of the in ci dents of sa dism and bru tal ity.)  Holo caust
sur vi vor Eugen Zuck er man wrote the fol low ing in a let ter
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to the New York Post, pro test ing the por trayal of ho mo -
sexuals as Nazi vic tims in the New York Holo caust
museum.

As a Jew ish ex- inmate of sev eral con cen tra tion camps, in -
clud ing Mauthausen, and as one who grew up in Ber lin
from the late 1920s un til Oc to ber 1939 and knows the
history that led to the in tern ment of gay men in con cen tra -
tion camps, I am op posed to a me mo rial to ho mo sexu -
als...The first thou sands of ho mo sexu als interned were all
mem bers of the Sturm Ab tei lung (SA), the Nazi Storm
Troop ers (New York Post, Feb ru ary 16, 1997).

(For the rea sons he cited above, Raul Hilberg also be -
lieves that the  in clu sion of ho mo sexu als in any me mo ri ali -
za tion of Holo caust vic tims “would be a trav esty” --
Hil berg in Rec tor:139).

Thus, if we add up the num bers,  it ap pears that very few 
of the mil lions of Euro pean ho mo sexu als were ever sent to
con cen tra tion camps and of those who were, only a frac tion
were in terned for purely sex ual rea sons. If, of the
5,000-15,000 ho mo sexu als in terned, the “first thou sands”
were SA Brown shirts and many oth ers were non-
 homosexuals falsely charged with ho mo sexu al ity, it is
possi ble that mere doz ens or hun dreds were ac tu ally sent to
camps for homosexuality over the twelve years of Nazi
rule.  
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DEBUNKING THE “GAY” HOLOCAUST
MYTH BY COMPARING “GAYS” TO JEWS

Vari ables Jews Ho mo sex uals

1.Num ber of vic -
tims

As many as six mil lion. 5,000-15,000 of which
an un de ter mined num -
ber were po lit i cal pris on -
ers falsely ac cused of
ho mo sex u al ity.

2. The % of pop u la -
tion sent to con -
cen tra tion camps

Up to 85% of all Jews in 
Ger many and Ger -
man-occupied coun -
tries. 

Less than 1% of Eu ro -
pean ho mo sex u als were 
interned.  

3. The % sent to
camps of those
who were ar rested

Vir tu ally all Jews ar -
rested were sent to ex -
ter mi na tion camps.

Of all ho mo sex ual
arrests, crim i nal and po -
lit i cal, 10-15% were sent 
to work camps.

4. Des ti na tion upon 
ar rest 

Di rectly or in di rectly to
one of six death camps:
Auschwitz-Birkenau,
Sobidor, Chelmno,
Belzec, Maidenek or
Treblinka

Ho mo sex uals were sent 
to sev eral of the
10,000+ work camps.  

5. Rea son for ar -
rest

Geno cide. Jews were
tar geted for ex ter mi na -
tion. Com pare to
Gypsies, Slavs and
other eth nic groups. 

Crim i nal acts. Ho mo -
sex uals were ar rested
for vi o lat ing  laws
against sod omy and
child mo les ta tion which
pre dated the Nazi re -
gime. Com pare to
thieves, black mail ers
and other be hav -
ior-based groups.

6. Num ber that
died in the camps

As many as six mil lion. Prob a bly less than
6,000

7. Pri mary cause of 
death

Mass ex e cu tion by fir ing 
squad, gas cham ber,
etc.

Star va tion, dis ease,
mis treat ment by guards. 
Ho mo sex uals as a class 
were not tar geted for
extermination

8. Chance of re -
lease

Jews had al most no
chance of re lease.

Ho mo sex uals were rou -
tinely re leased if they
con vinc ingly renounced
ho mo sex u al ity or  joined 
the mil i tary. 
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Vari ables Jews Ho mo sex uals

9. Use in med i cal
ex per i ments

Jews were used as
guinea pigs in hor rific
ex per i ments which usu -
ally re sulted in mu ti la tion
or death. 

To in crease the breed ing 
pop u la tion, some ho mo -
sex u als re ceived sur gi cal 
im plants to raise tes tos -
ter one lev els or were
forced to have sex with
fe male pros ti tutes. 
Some were cas trated.
Death was rare and un in -
tended.

10. Pun ish ment
for har bor ing

Pun ish ment for hid ing
Jews was death.

There was no pun ish -
ment for har bor ing ho -
mo sex u als. Many were
pro tected by Nazi lead -
ers.

11. Rep re sen ta -
tion among camp
guards

There were no known
Jew ish guards in the
con cen tra tion camps.

By some es ti mates, up to 
20% of camp guards
were ho mo sex u als.

12. Re spon si bil ity 
for the Ho lo caust

The Jews were not in
any way re spon si ble for
the Ho lo caust. 

A high per cent age of Hit -
ler’s cro nies as so ci ated
with Nazi atrocities were
ho mo sex u als. 

13. Use of Ho lo -
caust “vic tim sta -
tus” as a po lit i cal
tool

Jew ish groups do not
flaunt the yel low star or
ex ploit the Ho lo caust for
po lit i cal gain.  

“Gay” ac tiv ists use the
pink tri an gle as their
move ment’s sym bol and
rou tinely in voke the “Gay 
Ho lo caust” myth for po lit -
i cal ad van tage.

14. Re la tion ship
of Ho lo caust me -
mo rial spon sors
and bene fac tors
to vic tims

Jew ish spon sors and
bene fac tors of Ho lo caust 
me mo ri als are of ten fam -
ily mem bers of vic tims.
Non-relatives still share a 
6,000 year eth nic and
cul tural her i tage.

The only bond that links
ho mo sex u als in to day’s
move ment with those in -
terred in Nazi work
camps is the com mon
prac tice of sod omy and a 
shared sense of so cial
os tra cism be cause of it.
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Chap ter Seven

THE NAZI HA TRED OF 
JUDEO-CHRISTIAN MORALITY

A com mon misperception held by pres ent day Amer i -
cans is that the Nazi cam paign against the Jews was driven
solely by rac ism.  How ever, the Na zis were equally mo ti -
vated by a vi cious ha tred of Bib li cal mo ral ity.  In fact, the
two were in sep a ra ble.  Sam uel Igra ad dressed this ques tion
in Ger many’s Na tional Vice

Why should it be the Jews par tic u larly that the Ger man
forces ar rayed un der Hit ler want to ex ter mi nate?...What
does this small peo ple stand for which was ac counted
hate ful and ob nox ious to the Nazi rul ers of Ger many?
Or, to put the ques tion in an other way, what is there in the
Jew ish tra di tional code of mor als which in duced Hit ler to
come for ward as the pro tag o nist of the Ger man peo ple
against the Jews?....He was....the con dot ti ere of a band of
evil men who were united to gether by a com mon vice
[ho mo sex u al ity, whereas] Jew ish na tional tra di tion for
thou sands of years has been ac tively op posed to this par -
tic u lar evil; be cause it is ger mi nal vice, a vi rus that poi -
sons the whole life-blood of hu man ex is tence (Igra in
Lively, The Poi soned Stream, p.13f) .
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A widely cir cu lated Ger man pub li ca tion by ra cial the o -
rist Dietrich Hutton, ti tled De file ment of Race, helps to il lu -
mi nate this point.  It preached that Ger many could only
achieve its ra cial goals (and its des tiny) by de stroy ing
Judeo-Christian mo ral ity.

Through the Ger man soul and through un adul ter ated
Ger man blood, the world will be able to re turn to a state
of health, but only af ter it has been freed from the curse of 
Ju da ism and of Chris tian ity....The mis sion of Ger man na -
tion al ity in the world is to free this world of Jews and
Chris tians....It is the very es sence of Chris tian ity...for all
peo ple to be come “united in broth er hood.”  To achieve
this, all bar ri ers of race must fall.  The main te nance of
such bar ri ers means the pres er va tion of na tional in di vid u -
al ity, which is es sen tially ir rec on cil able with the Chris -
tian aim of uni ver sal broth er hood....Be cause this
dis in te gra tion of ra cial cul ture has been con sciously and
sys tem at i cally pur sued by Chris tian ity, and is still be ing
pur sued to day, it is race de file ment. (Hutton:3ff).  

The Nazi re gime viewed Ju da ism as the source of the
prob lem but iden ti fied Chris tian ity as the es sen tial and will -
ing tool by which the Jews sought to gain world dom i na -
tion.  Hutton writes, 

The way in which Chris tian ity is di rected in the in ter ests
of world Jewry and its at ti tude to ward Ju da ism is trace -
able to the un de ni able fact that the found ers and pro -
claim ers of the teach ings of Je sus of Naz a reth were
full-blooded Jews....It can not there fore be co in ci dence,
or neg li gence or ig no rance that con sciously makes Chris -
tians...de vi ate from the fun da men tal ten ets of con serv ing
na tion al ity and cul ti vat ing race. The rea son for this is to
de file non-Jewish races, weaken and de stroy them so that
Ju da ism, as the “cho sen peo ple,” can...[erect] a world
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sov er eignty on the ru ins of the non-Jewish races which
Chris tian ity has de stroyed. (ibid:19).

 

Sig nif i cantly, Hutton’s ar gu ment is not fun da men tally
an at tack upon race, but upon the ol ogy.  Both Jews and
Chris tians are evil be cause of what they be lieve and how
they thus or ga nize their so ci et ies.  

Why then did the Na zis main tained a mur der cam paign
against all Jews but only against cer tain Chris tians? One
fac tor was ob vi ously po lit i cal prag ma tism since a siz able
num ber of Ger mans iden ti fied them selves as Chris tians.
But an other fac tor was that, dis tinct from Chris tian ity, the
Jew ish iden tity is eth nic as well as re li gious.  The sim ple so -
lu tion to the “Jew ish prob lem,” there fore, was to scape goat
and kill all eth nic Jews (even those who had aban doned
Bib li cal mo ral ity).  

In con trast, Chris tianity was per ceived by the Na zis as
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merely the theo log i cal pup pet of Ju da ism; a tool to en slave
the minds of oth er wise ra tio nal peo ple of ev ery race.  Thus,
the Nazi ap proach to Chris tian ity was a cam paign of 
“reeducation” by ad vanc ing Nazi ide ol ogy through re lent -
less pro pa ganda, while si mul ta neously sup press ing the op -
pos ing Chris tian view.

If we wish to cre ate some thing new [writes Hutton] we
can not per mit the ex is tence and op er a tion of dis or ga niz -
ing fac tors such as Chris tian ity...we must over throw and
shat ter all op pos ing and de struc tive forces -- un spar ingly
and with out com pro mise.  Ger manic blood and Chris tian
bap tis mal wa ter can never mix ” (ibid:15). 

 

The Bi blical Condemnation of Homosexual ity

A brief re view of the Judeo-Christian per spec tive of ho -
mo sex u al ity is ap pro pri ate here to show why Nazi ho mo -
sex u als re acted so harshly to it. We will see that
ho mo sex u al ity is con demned in ev ery place in which it is
men tioned; that all forms of ho mo sex u al ity are equally con -
demned; and that ho mo sex u al ity is al ways linked to per -
sonal and/or so cial de struc tion  The pri mary pas sages
ad dress ing ho mo sex u al ity in the To rah (1-3, 7a) and the
Chris tian Bi ble (1-7) read as fol lows:

1) Sodom & Go mor rah, Gen e sis 19:19.  [T]he men of
Sodom...sur rounded the house.  And they called to Lot
and said to him, ‘Where are the men who came to you to -
night? Bring them out to us that we may know them car -
nally.’...Then the an gels said to Lot... ‘We will de stroy
this place, be cause the out cry against them has grown
great...and the LORD has sent us to de stroy it.’ 

2) The Curse on Sex ual Per ver sion, Le vit i cus
18:22-30 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. 
It is an abom i na tion.  Nor shall you mate with any an i mal, 
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to de file your self with it...It is per ver sion...[F]or by all
these the na tions are de filed...there fore I visit the pun ish -
ment of its in iq uity upon it, and the land vom its out its in -
hab it ants.  You shall there fore keep My stat utes and My
judg ments and shall not com mit any of these abom i na -
tions...I am the Lord your God.

3) The Benjamite Wars, Judges 19-21 [S]uddenly cer -
tain men of the city, per verted men, sur rounded the house
and beat on the door...say ing, ‘Bring out the man who
came to your house, that we may know him car -
nally!’...Then the tribes of Is rael...[said] ‘What is this
wick ed ness that has oc curred among you? ‘Now there -
fore, de liver up...the per verted men who are in
Gibeah...But the chil dren of Benjamin would not lis ten to
the voice of their breth ren...In stead...[they] gath ered to -
gether...to go to bat tle against the chil dren of Is rael.’

4) The Rep ro bate Mind, Romans 1:18-32 There fore
God also gave them up to un clean ness, in the lusts of their
hearts, to dis honor their bod ies among them selves, who
ex changed the truth of God for the lie, and wor shiped and
served the crea ture rather than the Cre ator, who is blessed
for ever.  Amen.  For this rea son God gave them up to vile
pas sions.  For even their women ex changed the nat u ral use 
for what is against na ture.  Like wise also the men, leav ing
the nat u ral use of the woman, burned in their lust for one
an other, men with men com mit ting what is shame ful, and
re ceiv ing in them selves the pen alty of their er ror which
was due.

5) Ho mo sex uals Must Re pent To Go To Heaven, 1 Co -
rin thi ans 6:9-11 Do you not know that the un righ teous
will not in herit the king dom of God? Do not be de ceived. 
Nei ther for ni ca tors, nor idol a ters, nor adul ter ers, nor ho -
mo sex u als, nor sod om ites, nor thieves, nor cov et ous, nor
drunk ards, nor re vil ers, nor extortioners will in herit the
king dom of God.  And such were some of you.  But you
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were washed, but you were sanc ti fied, in the name of the
Lord Je sus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

6) The Rea son God De stroyed Sodom, Jude 1:7
Sodom and Go mor rah...hav ing given them selves over to
sex ual im mo ral ity and gone af ter strange flesh, are set
forth as an ex am ple, suf fer ing the ven geance of eter nal
fire. 

7) Re gard ing Ho mo sex u al ity Gen erally, see also (a)
Gen 2:24, 9:22, Deut 23:1, 1 Kings 14:24, 15:9-12, 22:46, 
2 Kings 23:7, Job 36:14, (b) 1 Tim 1:9-10, Rev 22:15.

While to day cer tain “gay theo lo gians” mis in ter pret
these pas sages to try and strip them of their pro scrip tive au -
thor ity, these ar gu ments were un known to the Ger mans in
the Nazi era. What was known, es pe cially in faith ful Jew ish 
cir cles, was that the To rah (Old Tes ta ment) des ig nates ho -
mo sex u al ity as toeva, or abom i na tion.  This He brew word
is in fact the se ver est term of op pro brium in the Bi ble. Used
par tic u larly in con nec tion with ho mo sex u al ity, toeva con -
notes a de gree of moral per ver sion so hei nous that (as cited
above) the land will lit er ally “vomit out” the na tion which
prac tices it (Rabbi Sam uel Dresner: Pri vate let ter). 

In light of this, Nazi hos til ity to Jews and Chris tians (es -
pe cially those who re mained true to their faith) is thus eas -
ier to un der stand.  Yet even this in sight does not fully
ex plain the depth of Nazi ha tred. 

Towards the Final Solution

There is per haps no more ter ri ble ex pres sion in hu man
speech than the “Fi nal So lu tion.”  In it is con tained an evil
so pro found as not to be eas ily as sim i lated by the hu man
mind.  How could peo ple be so filled with mal ice, we won -
der, that they would seek to ex ter mi nate whole races of fel -
low hu man be ings from the face of the earth?  Only in a
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spir i tual con text can we truly un der stand the mean ing of the  
“Fi nal So lu tion,” the Ho lo caust of the Jews.  

It is not sur pris ing, then, that the roots of the Nazi evil
are found in the neo-pagan re vival of the late 1800s, which
man i fested it self in the glo ri fi ca tion of oc cult ism and the
sub ver sion of the Judeo-Christian foun da tions of Ger man
cul ture. 
       We have ad dressed many el e ments of the neo-pagan re -
vival in pre vi ous chap ters, but to find the spe cific roots of
the Ho lo caust we must re visit the oc cult ideo logue, Jorg
Lanz von Liebenfels.  Re mem ber that Lanz, the ho mo sex -
ual male su prem a cist, was called “the man who gave Hit ler
his ideas,” by Aus trian psy chol o gist Wil helm Daim.
Anti-Semitic pam phlets by Lanz and Guido von List
shaped Hit ler’s early ha tred of the Jews.  It was Lanz who
orig i nated the con cept of Himmler’s Lebensborn, the
Aryan breed ing col ony.  And it was Lanz, again, who can
be seen be hind Hit ler’s an swers to “the Jew ish ques tion.”

Goodrick-Clarke
writes, 

The sim i lar ity be tween 
Lanz’s pro pos als...and
the Nazi plans for the
dis posal of the Jews
and the treat ment of
the en slaved Slav pop -
u la tions in the East [is
un mis tak able].  Lanz’s
spe cific rec om men da -
tions for the dis posal of 
ra cial in fe ri ors were
var i ous and in cluded:
de por ta tion to Mad a -
gas car; en slave ment;
in cin er a tion as a sac ri -
fice to God; and use as
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beasts of bur den.  Both the psychopathology of the Nazi
Ho lo caust and the sub ju ga tion of non-Aryans in the East
were pres aged by Lanz’s grim spec u la tions
(Goodrick-Clarke:97).

We are all too fa mil iar with the Nazi en slave ment of
“non-Aryans” and with their in cin er a tion of the Jews in the
death camps, but these atroc i ties, though they agree per -
fectly with his ideas, do not by them selves prove any spe -
cial in flu ence by Lanz.  In the Na zis’ “Mad a gas car Plan”
(which was noth ing more than a pro posal to put all the Jews
on the is land of Mad a gas car), how ever, we find an in dis -
put able con nec tion to Lanz.  In Har vest of Hate: The Nazi
Pro gram for the De struc tion of the Jews of Eu rope, his to -
rian Leon Poliakov writes about the “Mad a gas car Plan,”
but re veals that he was un aware of Lanz’s in flu ence:

Goering had men tioned the “Mad a gas car Ques tion” dur -
ing the...meet ing of No vem ber 12, 1938.  Himmler had
been dream ing of it since 1934, as one wit ness tes ti fied.
Putting all the Jews on a large is land — more over, a
French is land — would sat isfy the Nazi love of sym bol -
ism.  At any rate, the idea was put forth by the Min is ter of
For eign Af fairs...[and] was ac cepted by Himmler as well
as by the Fuehrer him self.  Great in ven tions al ways have
sev eral orig i na tors; other more or less fa mous dig ni tar ies
can claim the honor of fa ther ing this “phil an thropic so lu -
tion.”  For ex am ple, Philip Bouhler, Chief of the
Fuehrer’s per sonal chan cel lery...hoped to be come the
gov er nor of the is land (Poliakov:43).

Guido von List directed his ha tred more spe cif i cally
against Chris tians, and de vel oped an elab o rate my thol ogy
to jus tify at tacks against Chris tian ity.  Goodrick-Clarke ex -
plains List's ideas:

[List de vel oped]  a con spir acy the ory that iden ti fied
Chris tian ity as the neg a tive and de struc tive prin ci ple in
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the his tory of the Ario-Germanic race.  If it could be
shown that Chris tian mis sion ar ies had been in tent upon
the de struc tion of Armanist cul ture, its ac tual
non-existence in the pres ent could be re lated to em pir i cal
events...List's ac count of Christianization in the his toric
Ger man lands re it er ated the de bil i ta tion of Teu tonic vig -
our and mo rale and the de struc tion of Ger man na tional
con scious ness.  He claimed that the Church's gos pel of
love and char ity had en cour aged a de vi a tion from the strict 
eu gen ics of ‘the old Aryan sex ual mo ral ity’...it was he
who had demonized the Church as the sole source of evil
in the pan-German scheme of be lief
(Goodrick-Clarke:68f).

Un for tu nately, the oc cult di men sion of Nazi his tory is
over looked by many his to ri ans who must at tempt, there -
fore, to find ma te ri al ist an swers to ideo log i cal ques tions.
And if the oc cult di men sion has been ig nored, this is dou bly 
true of the ho mo sex ual di men sion.  As Duberman, Vicinus
and Chauncey have stated in the ti tle to their “gay stud ies”
text, the role of ho mo sex u als and ped er asts has been Hid -
den from His tory.  They, of course, imag ine the in flu ence of 
ho mo sex u al ity to be pos i tive.  Yet the rise of ho mo sex u al -
ity in a Judeo-Christian-based cul ture nec es sar ily rep re -
sents the dim i nu tion of Bib li cal mo ral ity as a re straint on
hu man pas sions. Con se quently, where Judeo-Christian ide -
als de crease, vi o lence and de prav ity in crease.  

It was the ped er asts of the Com mu nity of the Elite who,
in large part, spon sored the re vival of Hel lenic pa gan ide als
in Ger man so ci ety.  These men were fa nat i cally anti-Jew
and anti-Christian be cause of the in junc tions against ho mo -
sex u al ity im plicit in the Judeo-Christian sex ual ethic.
Johansson notes that Hans Blueher, one of the lead ing the o -
re ti cians of the Com mu nity of the Elite, “main tained that
Ju da ism had sup pressed the ho mo sex ual as pect of its cul -
ture, with con com i tant hy per tro phy [en large ment] of the
fam ily” (Johansson:816).  Ben e dict Friedlander, in an es say 
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for Der Eigene ti tled “Seven Prop o si tions,” chose as his
first prop o si tion an at tack on Chris tian ity.  “The white race
is be com ing ever sicker un der the curse of Chris tian ity,
which is for eign to it and mostly harm ful,” writes
Friedlander.  “That is the gen u inely bad ‘Jew ish in flu ence,’
an opin ion that has proven true, es pe cially through the con -
di tions in North Amer ica” (Friedlander in Oosterhuis and
Ken nedy:219).  

For his part, Adolf Brand called Chris tian ity “bar ba -
rism” and “ex pressed his de sire to fight ‘be yond good and
evil,’ not for the sake of the masses, since the hap pi ness of
‘the weak’ would re sult in a ‘slave men tal ity,’ but for the
hu man be ing who pro claimed him self a god and was not to
be sub dued by hu man laws and eth ics” (Oosterhuis and
Ken nedy:183).  We should not for get Nietz sche, who called 
Chris tian ity “the lie of mil len nia” (Mac in tyre:188).  

Much has been made of the re ported si lence, and in
some cases com plic ity, of the sup posed Chris tian churches
dur ing the Third Reich.  But few have noted the long pe riod
of “Bib li cal de cons truc tion” that pre ceded the rise of Na -
zism, and fewer still have chron i cled the sys tem atic per ver -
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sion of Ger man re li gious cul ture by the Na zis them selves.
While the neo-pagans were busy at tack ing from

with out, lib eral theo lo gians un der mined Bib li cal au thor ity
from within the Chris tian church.  The school of so-called
“higher crit i cism,” which be gan in Ger many in the late
1800s, por trayed the mir a cles of God as myths; by im pli ca -
tion mak ing true be liev ers (Jew and Chris tian alike) into
fools.  And since the Bi ble was no lon ger ac cepted as God’s 
di vine and inerrant guide, it could be ig nored or re in ter -
preted. By the time the Na zis came to power, “Bi -
ble-believing” Chris tians, (the Con fessing Church of Barth
and Bonhoeffer) were a small mi nor ity.  Fran cis Schaeffer
writes of this phe nom e non in The Great Evan gel i cal Di sas -
ter:

In the late nine teenth cen tury it was these ideas [the
all-sufficiency of hu man rea son and the false hood of su -
per nat u ral re li gion] which be gan to rad i cally trans form
Chris tian ity...This started es pe cially with the ac cep tance
of the “higher crit i cal” meth ods that had been de vel oped
in Ger many.  Using these meth ods, the new lib eral theo lo -
gians com pletely un der cut the au thor ity of Scrip ture...in
spite of the ef forts of...[theo lo gians Hodges, Warfield and
later Machen], the de struc tive meth ods of bib li cal crit i -
cism came into power and con trol in the de nom i na tions.
By the 1930s lib er al ism had swept through most of the de -
nom i na tions and the bat tle was all but lost (Schaeffer:34).

The re place ment for Bib li cal Chris tian ity in Ger many
was a pseudo-Christian “piet ism” that grew in creas ingly
more bi zarre as de vo tion to the so cial ide als of tra di tional
Chris tian ity was di vorced from its source.  In The Twelve
Year Reich, so cial his to rian Rich ard Grunberger writes of
Nazi-sponsored “char ity” drives, for ex am ple, in which
col lec tors of sur plus goods for the poor be came ir ra tio nal
fa nat ics:
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[Col lec tors] in de fat i ga bly pounded the stair cases of
apart ment houses in the large towns, root ing out the last
pos si ble do nor...Small ru ral com mu ni ties erected what
were known as Boards of Shame, list ing those who, ‘de -
spite fi nan cial abil ity, re fuse to make do na tions.’  Not in -
fre quently, ‘self ish el e ments’ were vic tims of or ga nized
phys i cal vi o lence: ‘Widow B. of Volksdorf, who had
only con trib uted rid ing boots to a Win ter Re lief col lec -
tion of cloth ing, had to ask the po lice to take her into pro -
tec tive cus tody af ter a threat en ing crowd gath ered
out side her house and started to smash her green houses.’
He red i tary farmer, Ber nard Sommer Kempdorf, who had
told the col lec tors that if they wanted any fruit from him
they were at lib erty to pick it off the trees them selves, had
to be taken into pro tec tive cus tody when a crowd of hun -
dreds gath ered around his farm chant ing de mands for his
im pris on ment. (Grunberger:88).

The Ger mans un der Hit ler de vel oped a “purely Ger man 
i.e. de-Romanized and de-Judaicized form of Chris tian ity,” 
writes Grunberger, while the grow ing “New Hea then ism”
re jected Je sus en tirely and sub sti tuted “ei ther Wotan wor -
ship or a cult of na ture cen tered on the Sun” (ibid.:482).
Soon, this neo-paganism had en tered the weak ened
churches.  “Ger man Chris tian ity [be gan to fo cus] on the
Aryan sav ior Je sus...[and theo log i cal stud ies ap peared] un -
der such ti tles as ‘Wotan and Je sus,’ ‘Baldur and the Bi ble,’ 
and ‘The Ger man Sav ior’” (ibid.:482).  

De spite all this, how ever, it would be a mis take to be -
lieve that the Ger man church, as lib eral and/or he ret i cal as it 
had be come, would have sup ported Hit ler’s to tal agenda on
its own.  On the con trary, Hit ler and the Nazi elite were
forced to con duct a slow and me thod i cal take over of the
Ger man churches to si lence their dis sent.  

In Sep tem ber of 1933, a pro-Nazi cleric named Lud wig
Mul ler was ap pointed by Hit ler to bring all evan gel i cal con -
gre ga tions into one State Evan gel i cal Church.  Heiden
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writes that “The Reich Bishop [Mul ler] was not for mally
in ducted into his of fice be fore the year had ex pired and the
last in de pend ent Churches in Ba varia and Wurttemberg had 
been sup pressed” (Heiden, 1935:405).  Jus tice Rob ert Jack -
son, pros e cu tor of the Nazi war crim i nals at Nurnberg many 
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years later noted that “the pol icy to ward the Evan gel i cal
Churches...was to use their in flu ence for the Na zis own pur -
poses” (Jack son:51).  This was per haps best ev i denced by
Mul ler’s de ci sion in De cem ber, 1933 to trans fer the Evan -
gel i cal youth or ga ni za tion into the Hit ler Youth which
caused a com plete break with the so-called Con fessing
Church of anti-Nazi con gre ga tions (Zentner and
Bedurftig:608).  Pas tor Niemoller, leader of the Con fessing
Church, was later sent to a con cen tra tion camp (Jack -
son:51).

 In March of 1935 seven hun dred Protestant priests
were ar rested by the Ge stapo in Prus sia “for is su ing con -
dem na tions of neo-paganism from the pul pit,” and later a
sim i lar num ber of clergy in Wuerttemberg had their teach -
ing cre den tials stripped for “‘vi o lat ing the moral in stincts
of the Ger man race’ by ref er ences to Abra ham, Jo seph and
Da vid in the course of their teach ing” (ibid.:494). The Na -
zis con fis cated Protestant sem i nar ies in Wuerttemberg and
Cath o lic con vents and mon as ter ies in the Rhineland
(ibid.:500).  In May of 1941, a Nazi de cree banned all Cath -
o lic pe ri od i cals and news pa pers (Fact on File Year book,
1941:240).

As Grunberger as serts, Na zism it self was a
“pseudo-religion” (Grunberger:79) that com peted, co -
vertly, with Chris tian ity and Ju da ism.  The Nazi re gime, at -
tempt ing to usurp the role of the church and elim i nate its
in flu ence on Ger man cul ture, “spawned an un end ing se ries
of rel a tively mi nor, but cu mu la tively ef fec tive, anti-Church 
mea sures” (ibid.:500).  The Nazi Party’s spir i tual ad junct,
the Ger man Faith Move ment (Deut sche
Glaubensbewegung), rep re sented one of sev eral fronts in
this war on the church.  Its most pro found at tack upon
Chris tian ity, ex pressed by a Faith Move ment leader, was
the doc trine that “God has man i fested him self not in Je sus
Christ, but in Adolf Hit ler” (Snyder:104).  Grunberger
writes,
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The move ment...could best be de fined by its neg a tive ar ti -
cles of faith of which the chief was en mity to Chris tian ity
and the es tab lished churches.  Planning to use neo-pagan
“con ver sion” to com ple ment its own more gen eral
anti-Church mea sures (such as ham string ing com mu nal
and youth or ga ni za tions, or at ten u at ing re li gious in struc -
tion in schools), the Party there fore launched a drive to
make in di vid ual pa rish io ners with draw from Church
mem ber ship.  The “Church Se ces sion ist Cam paign” was
par tic u larly ef fec tive among pro fes sion als ma te ri ally de -
pend ent on the re gime: civil ser vants, mu nic i pal em ploy -
ees, teach ers, [and] full-time party work ers
(Grunberger:491).

As soon as the Na zis came to power they re placed many 
Chris tian hol i days with pa gan cel e bra tions: “The Day of
the Sum mer Sol stice,” “The Day of the Win ter Sol stice,”
and “Mothering Sunday” (which fea tured the so-called
“Rune of Life” as a sym bol to honor births) (ibid.:80f.).
Mar riage cer e mo nies in creas ingly in voked “Mother Earth”
and “Fa ther Sky” as the de i ties by whom the cov e nant was
blessed (ibid.:492).  Birth and death an nounce ments be gan
to fea ture the life and death runes, re spec tively, as part of a
cam paign to elim i nate the star and the cross from pub lic
life, and cru ci fixes were grad u ally re moved from hos pi tals
and schools (ibid.:494).  The Na zis made all re li gious ac tiv -
i ties which were not cen tered in the churches de pend ent on
of fi cial per mis sion and con fis cated lists of church go ers
who were on ac tive duty in the mil i tary (ibid.:500).

The schools were heavily tar geted in the strat egy to
deChristianize the young.  Man da tory prayer in schools
was stopped in 1935, and from 1941 on ward, re li gious in -
struc tion was com pletely elim i nated for all stu dents over
four teen years old (ibid.:494f).  The Nazi Teachers As so ci -
a tion ac tively dis cour aged its mem bers from tak ing re li -
gious in struc tion, while at the same time many teach ers of
re li gious stud ies (who were all re quired to be li censed by

264            The Nazi Hatred of Judeo-Christian Morality



the state) “in cul cated neo-paganism into their pu pils dur ing
pe ri ods of re li gious in struc tion.”  Later, teach ers were out -
right pro hib ited from at tend ing vol un tary re li gion classes
or ga nized by the Cath o lic church (ibid.:495).

In an ob scene twist, the Na zis used for mer Chris tian re -
li gious fa cil i ties, seized by the gov ern ment, to es tab lish
schools in which stu dents were trained in male su prem a cist
ide ol ogy, us ing teach ings from the works of ho mo sex ual
the o rists such as Otto Weininger (Rosenthal:69).  Igra
writes,

[Weininger’s Sex and Char ac ter] was re vived as a kind of 
text book in the Nazi Ordensburgen, those schools for the
train ing of fu ture Ger man lead ers which have been set up
in the con fis cated mon as ter ies and con vents.  There they
learn the doc trine that ‘the low est type of male is in fi -
nitely higher than the no blest woman,’ and that ‘by her
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very na ture, woman is de ceit ful, men tally in fe rior to man
and un moral’ (Igra:99).  

The de-Christianization of Ger man so ci ety was car ried
out in the Na zis’ char ac ter is ti cally du plic i tous style.  Ever
mas ters of the eu phe mism and of po lit i cal sleight-of-hand,
they kept the gen eral pop u la tion con fused about their true
mo tives.  When Hit ler needed the sup port of the churches in 
the early days of the re gime, for ex am ple, the SA at tended
Sunday ser vices en masse, cre at ing “ver i ta ble SA church
pa rades” (Grunberger:485).  But just months later these
same troops marched in the Nuremberg Party Rally along -
side the Hit ler Youth as they sang anti-Christian songs.
“No evil priest can pre vent us from feel ing that we are the
chil dren of Hit ler,” the chil -
dren sang. “We fol low not
Christ, but Horst Wessel.
Away with in cense and holy 
wa ter...The swas tika brings
sal va tion on earth”
(ibid.:489).  For their part,
the SA sang, “Storm
Trooper Com rades, hang the 
Jews and put the priests
against the wall” as the re -
frain to one of their fa vor ite
tunes.

In Hit ler and I, Strasser
re cords a con ver sa tion he
had with Hit ler, in which
Strasser crit i cized Nazi pro -
pa gan dist Al fred Rosenberg 
for his pa gan ide als. “Hit ler
stopped and looked me in the eyes,” writes Strasser,
“‘Chris tian ity is, for the mo ment, one of the points in the
programme I have laid down.  But we must look ahead.
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Rosenberg is a fore -
run ner, a prophet.  His
the o ries are the ex -
pres sion of the Ger -
man soul’” (Strasser,
1940:96).  Much later,
as Hit ler’s re li gion of
hate ap peared to have
com pletely over -
whelmed the Ger man
cul ture, Hit ler pro -
claimed, “Do you re -
ally be lieve the masses 
will ever be Chris tian
again?  Non sense, that
tale is fin ished” (New -
ton:16).  

From the early
years, lead ing Na zis
openly at tacked Chris tian ity.  Jo seph Goeb bels de clared
that “Chris tian ity has in fused our erotic at ti tudes with dis -
hon esty” (Tay lor:20).  Himmler is re ported to have con sid -
ered Chris tian ity “the great est plague de liv ered by his tory,
and de manded that it be dealt with ac cord ingly”
(Ziegler:85).  

Mar tin Bormann, who re placed Hess as Dep uty
Fuehrer, is sued a de cree to the Party Gauleiters ti tled, “The 
Re la tions Be tween Na tional So cial ism and Chris tian ity” in
which he said “Na tional So cial ist and Chris tian con cep -
tions are in com pat i ble.  The Chris tian churches build upon
men’s ig no rance...The peo ple must be in creas ingly wrested 
from the churches...Never again must the churches be al -
lowed any in flu ence over the lead er ship of the peo ple.  This
must be bro ken to tally and for ever” (Fest, 1970:132f).  The
Na zis ul ti mate goal was the elim i na tion of all the Chris tian
churches.  Grunberger points out that “[j]ust as the geno -
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cide programme pro vided for cer tain ar eas to be made ‘free
of Jews’ be fore oth ers, so the Warthegau [the Posen-Lodz
civil de fense re gion] was en vi sioned as the first re gion to be 
‘free of churches’ in the Reich” (Grunberger:498). 

It is in the Nazi cam paign against Judeo-Christian mo -
ral ity that we find one of the rea sons for the Ger man peo -
ple’s ac cep tance of Na zism’s most ex treme atroc i ties.
Their re li gious foun da tions had been sys tem at i cally eroded
over a pe riod of de cades by pow er ful so cial forces.  By the
time the Na zis came to power, Ger man cul ture was spir i tu -
ally bank rupt.  His to rians have largely ig nored the spir i tual
el e ment of Nazi his tory, but if we look closely at Hit ler’s
cam paign of ex ter mi na tion of the Jews, it be comes clear
that his os ten si ble ra cial mo tive ob scures a deeper and more 
pri mal ha tred of the Jews as the “Peo ple of God.”

The prob a ble rea son for Hit ler’s at tack on Chris tian ity
was his per cep tion that it alone had the moral au thor ity to
stop the Nazi move ment.  As late as March 19, 1942, Jul ius
Streicher, in an ar ti cle ap pear ing in his pub li ca tion Der
Sturmer com plained that Chris tian teach ings stood in the
way of a “rad i cal so lu tion the Jew ish ques tion in Eu rope”
(Jack son:54).  But Chris tians stum bled be fore the flood of
evil.  As Poliakov notes, “[W]hen moral bar ri ers col lapsed
un der the im pact of Nazi preach ing...the same anti-Semitic
move ment that led to the slaugh ter of the Jews gave scope
and li cense to an ob scene re volt against God and the moral
law.  An open and im pla ca ble war was de clared on the
Chris tian tra di tion...[which un leashed] a fren zied and un -
avowed ha tred of Christ and the Ten Com mand ments”
(Poliakov:300).  

As we ex am ine the is sue of Nazi ha tred for Chris tian ity
we are re minded of the com mon moral stan dard shared by
be liev ing Chris tians and Jews.  It is a stan dard which un -
equiv o cally con demns ho mo sex u al ity. This fact as sumes
enor mous sig nif i cance in the con text of this book and
causes us to ques tion the com mon wis dom, which ex plains
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the Ho lo caust in purely ra cial terms.
  We have shown how ho mo sex u al ity fig ures prom i -
nently in the his tory of the Ho lo caust.  The ideas for dis pos -
ing of the Jews orig i nated with Lanz.  The first acts of 
ter ror ism against the Jews were car ried out by the ho mo -
sex u als of the SA.  The first po grom, Kristallnacht, was or -
ches trated in 1938 by the ho mo sex ual Reinhard Heydrich.
And it was the some time trans ves tite Goering who started
the “evo lu tion of  the Fi nal So lu tion...[with an] or der to
Heydrich (Jan. 24, 1939) con cern ing the so lu tion of the
Jew ish ques tion by ‘em i gra tion’ and ‘evac u a tion’” (Rob in -
son:25).  

Ho mo sex u al ity and Islamist Ter ror ism

We turn next to the re la tion ship be tween the Nazi re -
gime and the Islamist ter ror groups which share its mil i ta -
rism and its anti-Semitism. We dis tin guish the Islamist
ter ror ists from the spe cif i cally fas cist and “neo-Nazi” suc -
ces sors to the Third Reich which will be ad dressed in the
next chap ter.  In ter est ingly, while Hit ler ranted against Ju -
da ism and Chris tian ity, he con trasted the
“[Judeo-Christian] theo log i cal doc trines de void of any
depth” with “those of...Mohamed [which pro vided spir i -
tual] sus te nance of a much dif fer ent value” (Angebert:246).   

Islamist ter ror ism has be come an is sue of great in ter est
since the at tacks of Sep tem ber 11th, 2001, against the
United States.  In ter est ingly, the lead ers of the nine teen ter -
ror ists, in clud ing ring leader Mohamed Atta, have been re -
ported to be ho mo sex u als. “Gay” jour nal ist Rex Wockner,
quot ing what he de scribed as “the
sensationalistic-yet-often-accurate Na tional En quirer” re -
ported that “‘Atta’s gay lover for the past two years was his
right-hand man, Abdulaziz Alomari, who was with Atta
when he crashed the plane into the North Tower’....Atta and 
other ter ror ists be lieved that ‘women are for pro cre ation
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only and men are for rec re ation’” (Wockner Wire,
www.PlanetOut.com, No vem ber 9, 2001). Un char ac ter is -
tically, the left-leaning Newsweek mag a zine “scooped” the
En quirer with a piece about the En quirer story be fore it
was re leased: “gay” strat e gist Mi chel an gelo Signorile pro -
duced an ed i to rial which, while not de ny ing the truth of the
En quirer claims, dis missed them as ir rel e vant to the evil
be hav ior of the ter ror ists.
      Few are aware that some of the ear li est ter ror ism of the
mod ern era sprang from a Nazi/Arab col lab o ra tion. Ac -
cord ing to Ice lan dic his to rian, S. G. Bergsson, in Muftism
and Na zism, the lead ing fig ure in this col lab o ra tion was Haj 
Amin Husseini, the Mufti (su preme re li gious leader) of Je -
ru sa lem.  One of the lead ers of the mas sa cre of Jews in the
1920 Arab ri ots in Pal es tine, he be came Mufti in 1921 and
cel e brated by or ga niz ing a Jew ish po grom that year. 

Husseini first made con tact with the Nazi re gime in
1933, and by 1936 was car ry ing out anti-Jewish ri ots “with
funds sup plied by the Na zis” (Bergsson:chap ter 3, p.2f.). 
In 1937, “dur ing the cel e bra tion of Mo ham med’s birth, the
Ger man swas tika flag was fly ing high as well as pic tures of
Hit ler” (Ibid.). When the Brit ish stopped se cret arms ship -
ments to the Mufti in 1938, he de clared ji had against them,
was quickly de feated and fled to Ger many. From then on he 
co or di nated a large and ac tive world wide net work of
pro-Nazi Mos lems from Berlin and ag i tated for the ex ter -
mi na tion of all Jews. Hit ler was friendly with Husseini, giv -
ing him the hon or ary rank of SS Ma jor (Ibid.).

The Sowetan news pa per of Jo han nes burg pub lished this 
ed i to rial by South Af ri can leg is la tor Jack Bloom:

Am big u ous Arab-Muslim at ti tudes to Hit ler can be traced
to his pop u lar ity in much of the Arab world both be fore
and dur ing the Sec ond World War. Po lit i cal par ties that
im i tated the Na zis were founded, such as the Syr ian So cial 
Na tion al ist Party and Young Eqypt, re plete with storm
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troop ers, torch pro ces sions and Nazi slo gans. The most
sig nif i cant col lab o ra tor with Hit ler was...Haj Amin
el-Husseini....His en er getic pro-Nazi ef forts in cluded a
Mus lim SS unit in Bosnia...

Gen eral Ab dul Nasser was a mem ber of Young Egypt
and made no se cret of his ear lier Nazi sym pa thies when
he be came pres i dent of Egypt. For mer Na zis served in his 
army and se cret po lice, and his per sonal bodyguard was
SS Gen eral Oskar Dirlewanger (The Sowetan, Oc to ber 2,
2001). 

One of the rea sons for Nazi pop u lar ity in Egypt is
that Nasser’s brother Nassiri pub lished and dis trib uted an
Arab edi tion of Mein Kampf in 1939 (Mac Mathuna, Flame
Mag a zine, 1999).  

Oskar Dirlewanger (see Chap ter Six), was the cre ator of 
the dreaded SS Sonderkommando Dirlewanger which some 
ho mo sex ual in mates joined to gain re lease from Nazi con -
cen tra tion camps. Dirlewanger, was as sisted by for mer Hit -
ler bud dies, Otto Skorzeny and Eugen Dollman, who
re cruited “‘large num bers’ of for mer Nazi fu gi tives from
Ar gen tina for key posts in the new re pub li can re gime in
Egypt” (ibid.). Dollman was
well known as a ho mo sex -
ual; less is known about
Skorzeny, al though he had
been Hit ler’s body guard in
1939, and is thus likely to
have been “gay.”     

We have not found ev i -
dence that Husseini was ho -
mo sex ual. How ever,
his to rian Jamie Glazov ex -
plains the phe nom e non of
Islamist ter ror ism it self as
the con se quence of ram pant
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ped er asty in parts of the Arab world. He writes,

So cially seg re gated from women, Arab men suc cumb to
ho mo sex ual be hav ior. But, in ter est ingly enough, there is
no word for “ho mo sex ual” in their cul ture in the mod ern
West ern sense. That is be cause hav ing sex with boys, or
with ef fem i nate men, is seen as a so cial norm. Males serve 
as avail able sub sti tutes for un avail able women. The man
who does the pen e trat ing, mean while, is not emas cu -
lated...The man who is pen e trated is emas cu lated. The
boy, how ever, is not, since it is ra tio nal ized that he is not
yet a man.

In this cul ture, males sex u ally pen e trat ing males be -
comes a man i fes ta tion of male power, con fer ring a sta tus
of hy per-masculinity....In all of these cir cum stances, the
idea of love is re moved from men’s un der stand ing of sex -
u al ity. Like the es sence of Arab mas cu lin ity, it is re duced
to hurt ing oth ers by vi o lence....It is ex cru ci at ing to imag -
ine the sex ual con fu sion, hu mil i a tion, and re pres sion that
evolve in the mindsets of males in this cul ture. But it is no
sur prise that many of these males find their only av e nue
for grat i fi ca tion in the act of hu mil i at ing a for eign “en -
emy,” whose mas cu lin ity must be vi o lated at all costs -- as
theirs once was (Glazov, “The Sex ual Rage Be hind Is -
lamic Ter ror,” FrontPage mag a zine, 10-4-01). [For a com -
par i son with the Spar tan mil i tary camps, see pp. 54-61.]

Scholar Bruce Dunne of Georgetown Uni ver sity por -
trays the sex ual world of some Arab males as a realm of un -
spo ken and un equal “Butch/Fem" bi sex u al ity.  In this
world, as with the pre-Nazi “gay” fac tions in Weimar Ger -
many, “Butches” are “not [even] con sid ered ho mo sex ual”
while “Fems” are con sid ered to be suf fer ing from an “in ex -
pli ca ble...pa thol ogy” (Dunne, “Power and Sex u al ity in the
Mid dle East,” Mid dle East Re port, Spring, 1998). (This at -
ti tude is not found in all Is lamic societies, only those which
com bine hy per-masculine mil i ta rism with mi sog yny.) 

An other par al lel is the case of ter ror ist leader Yasir
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Arafat.  Ac cord ing to Dr.
Asher Eder, Jew ish
Co-Chairman of the Is -
lam-Israel Fel low ship or ga -
ni za tion, the name “Yassir
Arafat” is an alias.  Arafat
changed his real name, Ab -
dul Rauf el-Codbi
el-Husseini, to hide his re la -
tion ship to Mufti Haj Amin
Husseini, his un cle (Eder,
“How to Dis arm the Ter ri ble 
Ji had Psy cho sis Against
Jews and Is rael that Af flicts
the Mus lim World To day,” www.rb.org, Feb ru ary 24,
2000). 

Arafat’s ho mo sex u al ity has been widely ac knowl edged 
since at least 1976, when the tes ti mony of a for mer as so ci -
ate (also ho mo sex ual) was pub lished in a Ca na dian bi og ra -
phy, Arafat, the Man and the Myth by Thomas Kiernan.
Kiernan quotes this man at length:

We went one night on a train ing ex er cise, about twenty of 
us. We were camped in a cit rus grove near Gaza in tents.
There was an emer gency of some kind...Sev eral of us ran
to Abu Khalid’s tent to find out what we should do. There
we dis cov ered Abu Khalid and Yasir giv ing them selves
plea sure -- or should I say Yasir was giv ing Abu Khalid
plea sure? Af ter that, Abu Khalid was quite open about
what he did with Yasir. In fact, he en cour aged all of us to
par tic i pate in such ac tiv i ties. He said it should be a part of
the guer rilla way of life....It cre ated a closer bond among
us. Most of us sooner or later were do ing it as a reg u lar
way of life. Some of us even gave plea sure to Abu
Khalid, and him to us. But he would never let us touch
Yasir. Yasir was his spe cial prov ince (Kiernan:108).
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Arafat is more of ten iden ti fied by his crit ics as a ped er -
ast than sim ply a ho mo sex ual, but we did not find doc u -
men ta tion of his al leged abuse of boys. 

Re cent events show that com mon cause still ex ists
be tween Is lamic rad i cals and Na zis: both cel e brated the ter -
ror at tacks of Sep tem ber 11th. Arafat’s Pal es tin ian sup port -
ers, in clud ing po lice of fi cers, were caught on cam era
cel e brating wildly in the streets upon hear ing the news.
Mean while, Ger man neo-Nazi Horst Mahler used his
website to thank the ter ror ists for “knock ing out” the “com -
mon en emy,” while an other Nazi group, the Na tional Re sis -
tance (NW) said Sep tem ber 11th was a day for cel e bra tion
(The Ob server, UK, 10-7-01). Hans-Joachim Kunz, of the
Ba var ian sec tion of the Ger man Of fice for the Pro tec tion of
the Con sti tu tion, ex plained that “neo-Nazis and Is lamic
fun da men tal ists have a com mon ide ol ogy and that is they
both see the USA as their en emy” (ibid.).   

 We have shown that a hid den mo tive for Nazi
anti-Semitism was a deep ha tred of Biblical mo ral ity. This
con clu sion, sup ported by the com ments of key Nazi think -
ers, pro vides a more sat is fy ing ex pla na tion for Nazi pol i -
cies than does rac ism alone.  For while widely-promoted
ra cial the o ries seem suf fi cient to ex plain the per se cu tion of
the Jews, they do not ex plain the Nazi’s equal ha tred of
Bible-believing Chris tians. The Na zis were ap par ently not
hos tile to Mos lems, even though Is lam os ten si bly draws its
au thor ity from the same Bible.  This was not merely the
prag matic tol er ance of a mil i tary ally.  It seems likely that
the Na zis were gen u inely drawn to their hy per-masculine
broth ers-in-arms be cause they shared a com mon ho mo -
erotic spirit. 

We will find that this thread of homoeroticism is wo ven 
through out the his tory of post-Hitler fas cism as well.  
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Chap ter Eight

HOMO-FASCISM AFTER HITLER

His tory never re peats it self, man al ways does.
Vol taire (In Ce cil Genese, The Holo caust: Who Are The Guilty ? )

One of the sym bols with which ho mo sexu als in the
United States have cho sen to rep re sent their move ment is
the phoe nix, a mythi cal bird that was said to burn it self on a
fu neral pyre every five hun dred years and then rise from the 
ashes more ma jes tic than bef ore (Aly son Al ma nac:56).  A
more apt sym bol for the his toric cy cle of homo-fas cism and 
re sult ing so cial chaos would be hard to find.  From the
ashes of Nazi Ger many, the homo- fascist phoe nix has
arisen again — this time in the United States. 

The Fas cist Roots of the Amer i can “Gay” Move ment

The first “gay rights” or ga ni za tion in the United States
was an Amer i can chap ter of the Ger man-based So ci ety for
Hu man Rights (SHR).  The Ger man SHR, formed in 1919
by Thule So ci ety mem ber Hans Kahnert, was a mil i tant or -
ga ni za tion led by “Butch” ho mo sex u als.  Many of the early
Na zis, in clud ing SA leader Ernst Roehm, were also SHR
mem bers.  

The Amer i can SHR was formed on De cem ber 10, 1924, 
in Chi cago, by a Ger man-American named Henry Gerber
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(J. Katz:388).  Gerber had served with the U.S. oc cu pa tion
forces in Ger many from 1920 to 1923 and had been in -
volved with the Ger man or ga ni za tion.  To gether with a
small group of fel low “rev o lu tion ar ies,” Gerber le gally
char tered the group with out re veal ing its pur pose and be gan 
pub lish ing a pro-homosexual jour nal called Friend ship and 
Free dom (ibid.:389), pat terned af ter the Ger man chap ter’s
pub li ca tion of the same name (ibid.:632n.).

In 1925, how ever, the or ga ni za tion col lapsed when
Gerber, Vice Pres i dent Al Menninger and an other mem ber
were ar rested on charges of sex ual abuse of a boy, all three
hav ing been turned in by Menninger’s wife.  The Chi cago
Ex am iner ran a story ti tled “Strange Sex Cult Ex posed,”
and spoke of “strange do ings” in Menninger’s apart ment.
Menninger con fessed, but Gerber claimed the in ci dent was
a set-up, say ing that their ar rests were “shades of the Holy
In qui si tion.”  Rather than take his chances in court, how -
ever, Gerber hired a law yer who “knew how to fix the State
At tor ney and judges” and the case was dis missed
(ibid.:392).  Af ter go ing un der ground for a time, writ ing
un der the pen-name “Parisex,” Gerber reemerged in 1934
on the staff of a pro-homosexual lit er ary mag a zine called
Chan ti cleer (ibid.:394).  He also re tained his ties to the Ger -
man SHR and pub lished sev eral ar ti cles in their pub li ca -
tions (ibid.:633n.).

In Chan ti cleer , Gerber re vealed him self as a mil i tant
so cial ist who re garded cap i tal ism and Chris tian ity as the
twin pil lars of ig no rance and re pres sion of “sex ual free -
dom” (ibid.:394).  In re sponse to the news of the Roehm
Purge in the Amer i can press, he ad mit ted that the Na zis
were led by ho mo sex u als and praised “Roehm and his val -
iant men” (ibid.:396).  Gerber is quoted at length in Katz’s
Gay Amer i can His tory re gard ing the Nazi re gime.  He
writes,
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A short time ago an Amer i can jour nal ist pointed out in
the lib eral “Na tion” that the whole Hit ler move ment was
based on the ho mo sex ual Greek at tach ments of men for
each other, and the same Jew ish au thor stated that it was
an other of the Hit ler con tra dic tions that the “Leader”
should have ac qui esced in the burn ing of the books of Dr.
Magnus Hirschfeld...Thus we get a glimpse of the in san -
ity of the whole move ment: A Jew ish doc tor work ing for
the in ter ests of ho mo sex u als is per se cuted by a het ero sex -
ual mob, led by ho mo sex u als (Gerber in J. Katz:395).

It is in ter est ing to note that the ho mo sex ual in cli na tions
of the Na zis were a mat ter of at least lim ited pub lic knowl -
edge in the United States at this time, as well as their Greek
or i gins.  We can also in fer from this pas sage that Gerber
him self was not an overt fas cist, though he clearly iden ti -
fied with the Brownshirts in Ger many.  Open fas cism in the
ho mo sex ual move ment would come later, but Gerber and
his pederastic friends had es tab lished its foun da tion.  By
1972, when he died at the age of 80, Gerber had wit nessed
the emer gence of homo-fascism as a per ma nent theme in
the move ment.

Amer i can Na zis

Like it’s Ger man coun ter part, the Amer i can Nazi
move ment pres ents a de cid edly anti-homosexual face to the 
world, while hid ing wide spread ho mo sex u al ity among its
lead ers.  

George Lin coln Rockwell formed the Amer i can Nazi
Party in 1959.  Rockwell ex em pli fied the nar cis sis tic per -
son al ity type so typ i cal of male ho mo sex u als, but we have
no solid in for ma tion that he was “gay.”  How ever, one re -
searcher noted that Rockwell’s small group was rid dled
with ho mo sex u als. “Jeffrey Kaplan, a well-known scholar
of ex trem ism...writes, gays made up a ‘sig nif i cant’ — if
care fully hid den — part of George Lin coln Rockwell’s
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Amer i can Nazi Party in
the 1960s.” The same
source re ports that “in
Amer ica ho mo sex u al ity
con tin ues to be a ‘se cret
of post war Amer i can
Na tional So cial -
ism’”(South ern Pov erty
Law Cen ter In tel li gence
Re port, “Fringe of the
Fringe,” Is sue No. 100,
Fall 2000. 

Fred er ick J. Simonelli
ad dressed the is sue of
ho mo sex u al ity in the
Amer i can Nazi Party in

his 1999 bi og ra phy of Rockwell, Amer i can Fuehrer.  He re -
ports that Rockwell’s rhetoric, like Hit ler’s, was vi ciously
anti-homosexual, but that ques tions about his pri vate life
and those of his staff per sisted

Ho mo sex u al ity within the ranks of the ANP was a con -
stant con cern to Rockwell and a con stant source of spec u -
la tion among his en e mies. “There is a ten dency for queers
to come here,” Rockwell ad mit ted to a hos tile in ter viewer
at the ANP’s Arlington Bar racks; then he quickly dis -
tanced him self ho mo sex u als by add ing, “be cause to a
queer, this place is as tempt ing as a girls school would be
to me.” Ac cord ing to FBI surveilance, Rockwell’s fear of
gay storm troop ers was well founded. The ANP’s West ern 
Di vi sion, par tic u larly, was shaken by the rev e la tion that
the unit’s chief, Leon ard Hol stein -- who was also
half-Jewish -- was gay.

Per sis tent ru mors of gays within the ANP’s top ech e lon
-- pri mar ily cen ter ing on Rockwell’s chief of staff, Matt
Koehl -- dam aged the party....[while] through out

278                          Homo-Fascism After Hitler

Buy a print copy of this book,
in clud ing pho tos and graph ics,

at the  book store,
www.abidingtruth.com/pfrc/sh

owproducts.php.



Rockwell’s ca reer...[spec u la tion per sisted] about his own 
sex ual ori en ta tion....With out di gress ing into a psy cho -
log i cal anal y sis, suf fice it to say that Rockwell’s em -
phatic and fre quent af fir ma tions of his own mas cu lin ity
raise ques tions about his sub con scious (Simonelli:77ff).  

An other branch of the Amer i can Nazi move ment, the
Na tional So cial ist League, was openly ho mo sex ual:  

Founded in 1974 by de -
fect ing mem bers of the
Na tional So cial ist White
Peo ple’s Party, this San
Diego-based NSL is
unique in re strict ing its
mem bers to ho mo sex ual
Na zis.  Led by vet eran
anti-Semite Rus sell Veh,
the group dis trib utes
mem ber ship ap pli ca tions
de clar ing NSL’s “de ter mi -
na tion to seek sex ual, so -
cial and po lit i cal free dom” 
(New ton:46).

While nor mally low-profile, the NSL stirred a con tro -
versy in 1983 when it at tempted to mar ket an in fa mous
1930’s Nazi hate film that had been pi rated by the group.
An ar ti cle in the Los An geles-based Her i tage and S.W.
Jew ish Press, ti tled “‘Gay nazis’ ped dling vile ‘Jud Suss’
film,” named Veh and the Na tional So cial ist League.  “We
are most fa mil iar with Mr. Veh (which is an alias, in ci den -
tally) and his no to ri ous op er a tions,” said le git i mate film
dis trib u tor, Da vid Calbert Smith III (Her i tage and S.W.
Jew ish Press, Sep tem ber 16, 1983).  Veh so lic ited mem -
bers for his group through a pub li ca tion called “The N.S.
Mo bi lizer” and through per sonal ads in ho mo sex ual pub li -
ca tions, in clud ing the lead ing na tional “gay” mag a zine, The 
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Ad vo cate (Reisman, 1994:57). 
Be fore dis ap pear ing in the 1980s, the Na tional So cial ist 

League put out a jour nal — NS Kampfruf. (South ern Pov -
erty Law Cen ter In tel li gence Re port, Fall 2000). 

The most fa mous in ci dent in the his tory of the mod ern
Amer i can Nazi Party (a de cade af ter Rockwell’s as sas si na -
tion in 1967) re sulted from its 1977 de mand to stage a
march through the largely Jew ish neigh bor hood of Skokie,
Il li nois, a Chi cago sub urb and the home of many Ho lo caust
sur vi vors. This plan was de vised by Frank Collin, who of -
ten ap peared with his fol low ers “in full Nazi re ga lia: brown
shirts, black boots, and arm bands with swas ti kas” and who
“ad vo cated that all Af ri can-Americans, Jews and La ti nos
be forc ibly de ported” (Johansson:129). Civil au thor i ties ef -
fec tively blocked the march at first, but the Amer i can Civil
Lib erties Un ion (ACLU) rose to Collin’s aid.  The Na zis
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won the right to march but a set tle ment was reached in
which the City of Chi cago and not Skokie be came the site.
The sub se quent event drew in ter na tional me dia at ten tion.  

Homosexualists Johansson and Percy, in Out ing: Shat -
tering the Con spir acy of Si lence, have fi nally re vealed,
more than fif teen years later, that Collin was a ho mo sex ual
ped er ast.  In 1979 Collin was ar rested “for tak ing in de cent
lib er ties with boys be tween ages 10 and 14” and was sen -
tenced to seven years in prison (Johansson and Percy:130). 

“Gay” Nazi Skin heads

To day, Na zism sur vives pri mar ily in a broad in ter na -
tional skin head move ment made up of dis af fected white
male youths.  Not sur pris ingly, ho mo sex u als are among the
most in flu en tial lead ers of Nazi skin head cul ture.  For ex -
am ple, in Eng land, birth place of the move ment, the no to ri -
ous Na tional Front (NF) was headed by “gay” skin head
Nicky Crane. As re ported by Murray Healy in Gay Skins,
“Crane [was] by his own ad mis sion a de vout Nazi who
idol ized Hit ler” (Healy:134). Crane ac tively sought to re -
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vive the street-terrorism of
the Nazi Brownshirts in the
Brit ish ur ban cen ters “’[try -
ing] to cre ate a street fight ing 
force...for street
destabilization, fight ing at
sports events and keep ing up
ra cial at tacks’...[S]kinheads
‘giv ing Nazi sa lutes and
chant ing ra cial ist slo gans’
[be came] a com mon sight ”
(ibid:124). 

Search light mag a zine re -
ported that

At over six foot tall and ex tremely vi o lent, Crane was the
ar che typ i cal nazi skin head, so much so that it was his pic -
ture that adorned the cover of “Strength Through Oi,” a
sem i nal “Oi” al bum [mu sic of the skin head 
move ment]. As a nazi Crane was in volved
in much vi o lence, in clud ing gay bash ing.
Yet at the same time, pre sum ably un be -
knownst to those close to him in the nazi
scene, he was a hard core gay porn star...[In
1993] he died of AIDS (Search light:Sep -
tem ber, 1999). 

In the 1970s, the best known “gay” nazi was the Na -
tional Front’s na tional or ga nizer, Mar tin Web ster (ibid). 
An other ho mo sex ual nazi, Pe ter Marriner, was a leader in
both the Na tional Front and an other fas cist group, the Brit -
ish Move ment (Search light:Au gust, 2000). 

The Nazi skin head move ment has now spread far be -
yond Eng land. Healy writes that “the same align ment of
‘skin head’ and ‘fas cist’ is also oc cur ring glob ally...as
far-right groups in Eu rope, Aus tra lia and parts of the United 
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States have im ported skin head im ag ery as the uni form for
its ur ban ter ror ists” (ibid:205).

In France, the neo-Nazi move ment is closely and
openly tied to the “gay” com mu nity.  One of the found ers of 
the fas cist group Franciose Nacionale is also the ed i tor of
the ho mo sex ual pub li ca tion Gaie France (Andriette, Bill,
“Is Gaie France Fas cist?” NAMBLA Bul le tin, Sep tem ber,
1992). Mean while, back in Ger many, the alarm ing in crease 
of neo-Nazi skin heads is also linked to ho mo sex u al ity.
Elmay Kraushaar, a jour nal ist for Der Spiegel, the Ger man
equiv a lent to Time Mag a zine, is quoted in The Ad vo cate:

There is a gay skin head
move ment in Berlin.  They
go to cruis ing ar eas with
leaf lets that say, “We don’t
want for eign ers.”  A ma jor
leader of the neo-Nazis in
Ger many, Mi chael
Kuhnen, was an openly gay
man who died of AIDS two
years ago.  He wrote a pa per 
on the links be tween ho mo -
sex u al ity and fas cism, say -
ing fas cism is based on the
love of com rades, that hav ing sex with your com rades
strength ens this bond (An der son:54).

In The Beast Re awakens, au thor Mar tin Lee de scribed
Kuhnen as the most im por tant neo-Nazi of the 1980s, call -
ing him the  “fuehrer” of the Ac tion Front of Na tional So -
cial ists, whose open ho mo sex u al ity did not di min ish his
stat ure in the fas cist com mu nity (Lee:195). Kuhnen’s
“com rade” and suc ces sor, Chris tian Worch, was jailed in
1994 in con nec tion with crimes of vi o lence and ra cial ha -
tred (Neigh bor hood Queen Internet Posting, Dec. 1, 1994).
An other prom i nent Ger man neo-Nazi leader, who is also
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ho mo sex ual, is Bela Ewald Althans (Search light: Sep tem -
ber, 1999). The sub ject of two neo-Nazi re cruit ing vid eos,
Althans was jailed in 1995 for “in cit ing ra cial ha tred.”  

We must em pha size that not all skin heads are Na zis,
and fewer still are open ho mo sex u als. As Healy notes “A
skin head does not sig nify fas cism as un equiv o cally as the
swas tika” (Healy:142).  Nev er the less, the move ment has
be come vir tu ally syn on y mous with “gay” fas cism in cer -
tain cir cles.  “Skin head iden ti ties” writes Healy, “have be -
come in creas ingly pop u lar among gay men since the
mid-1980s....So wide spread are these el e ments [of skin -
head styles] in Brit ish ur ban gay net works that they have
ceased to sig nify skin head, send ing out the mes sage ‘I’m
gay’ in stead. (Healy:2f).  

The con nec tions be tween skin heads and homo-fascism
are not as well known in the United States, even though this
coun try hosts nu mer ous “gay Nazi” or ga ni za tions.  One
such group is the Amer i can Re sis tance Corps (ARC),
which of fers the fol low ing his tory on its website:

ARC was founded by an Amer i can skin head with the
help of a Ca na dian skin who were dis sat is fied with the
state of the skin head na tion (so to speak).  These two
skins were both firm be liev ers in white ra cial ism. They
also hap pened to be gay.  The found ing of ARC was a re -
sponse to the two ex treme ends of the skin head scene. On
the one hand were gay skin heads who de nied ra cial ism
and on the other hand were non-gay racialists who ad vo -
cate group ha tred for gays....ARC skin heads have the
plea sure of be ing both tra di tional fas cists and pro gres sive 
ac tiv ists  (ARC website, www.geocities.com/ARCOrg
/His tor i cal.htm).

The skin head move ment is not the ex clu sive home of
“gay” Na zis in Amer ica to day. Less youth ful homo-fascists 
can be found in other Nazi and white su prem a cist groups. 
For ex am ple, The Ar i zona Re pub lic ran a head line story on
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April 12, 1996 about a sting op er a tion that net ted 30 Aryan
Broth er hood mem bers who had al leg edly smug gled guns
and drugs into pris ons.  One of us (Lively) spoke to a de tec -
tive with firsthand knowl edge of the case.  The de tec tive,
speak ing on con di tion of an o nym ity, con firmed that he had
ob served a high in ci dence of ho mo sex u al ity in this white
su prem a cist or ga ni za tion. Lee re ports that neo-Nazis Da vid 
McCalden and Keith Stimely, both as so ci ated with the Cal -
i for nia-based In sti tute for His tor i cal Re view, died of AIDS
in 1991 (Lee:226).  It is pre sumed that they ac quired the
dis ease through ho mo sex ual en coun ters. An other in ter est -
ing news item is the case of Lou i si ana Ku Klux Klan or ga -
nizer Gregg Da vid, charged with rap ing a black man in
1997 (Reuters, un dated).  

A fi nal revelation about post-Hitler homo-fascism co -
mes to us from Hit ler’s home land of Aus tria.  There, pow -
er ful pro-Nazi pol i ti cian Jorg Haider, head of the Free dom
Party, stepped down in the Spring of 2000 amid ru mors that
he is ho mo sex ual.  While there is no di rect ev i dence of his
al leged ho mo sex u al ity, the Brit ish news pa per, The Mail,
re ports

There are un sub stan ti ated claims that he has been spot ted
in gay bars in Vi enna; what is be yond dis pute is the fact
that the char is matic leader has sur rounded him self with fa -
nat i cal young men, some of whom have con firmed their
ho mo sex u al ity...This is the man who has ap peared to jus -
tify Hit ler’s death camps as ‘pun ish ment cen ters’, and
who has proudly de clared that his par ents were Na -
zis...The Free dom Party is re ferred to as the ‘Buberlpartie’ 
- the young boy’s party -- and the Press talks about Haider
sur round ing him self with ‘young func tion ar ies faith ful to
him’...[in clud ing] its gen eral man ager Ger ald
Mikscha...named in the Ger man Press as Haider’s gay
lover (“The Gay Ac o lytes haunt ing Haider,” The Mail on
Sunday (UK), April 30, 2000. 
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Nazi Themes in “Gay” Cul ture

      Glo ri fi ca tion of Nazi
styles and sym bol ism
would be  vir tu ally un -
think able in main stream
so ci ety, but the ho mo sex -
ual com mu nity flatly re -
jects such lim i ta tions. 
Within just a few short
years af ter the hard won
Allied vic tory over the
Nazi re gime, Amer i can
“gay” style set ters were al -
ready adopt ing Na zism im -
ag ery as their own. Healy
writes  

As Ken neth An ger’s films (most no ta bly Scor pio Ris ing)
at test, flir ta tion with Nazi fan ta sies and the use of fas cist
ico nog ra phy were not un com mon on the ur ban Amer i can
ho mo sex ual un der ground leather scene of the 1950s
(Healy:115).

To day, a sim ple pe rusal of the pre mier mag a zine of the
homosexual move ment, The Ad vo cate, re veals that Nazi
themes are com mon in the “gay” com mu nity.  Reisman,
who stud ied per sonal ad ver tise ments in The Ad vo cate in is -
sues from 1972 to 1991 found that the con tent of the ads re -
flected a fas cist men tal ity.  She writes,

Over all, 72% of THE ADVOCATE data so cial ized a set
of core val ues—glo ri fied nazi dress, lan guage and
“blonde” Ar yan male beauty and bru tal ity; con tempt for
“fems, fats,” and blacks; threats to ward “po liti cally in -
cor rect” ho mo sexu als, churches and oth ers — Ro man ti -
ciz ing “fas cist” cul ture to a “younger gen era tion.”  Nazi
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costumes/fas cist con cepts are a com mon com po nent of
THE ADVOCATE and thus largely con doned by pre vail -
ing “gay” cul tural val ues (Re is man:1992, 57). 

Other ele ments of “gay” cul ture dem on strate a simi lar
pro-Nazi ideal.  One popu lar film, by Fin nish “gay rights”
ad vo cate Iip pio Poh jala, is ti tled Daddy and the Mus cle

Acad emy (1992).  Tom, the hero
in the film, is a ho mo sex ual fas -
cist and a por nog ra pher.  The
film, com bin ing themes of ped er -
asty and Nazi glo ri fi ca tion, was
shown in San Fran cisco on June
26, 1992, at the Cas tro Thea tre.
It was part of the 16th An nual
Gay and Les bian Film Fes ti val.
A re viewer for the San Fran cisco 
Ex am iner pro vided the fol low ing 
de scrip tion of the film:

Daddy and the Mus cle Acad emy
can didly ac knowl edges Tom’s in fatua tion with body
types en cour aged by the Na tional So cial ists.  His fan ta -
sies...[in volve] sex be tween clean- cut Fin nish boys and
storm troop ers, the swas tika fly ing be hind them (Bon etti:
San Fran cisco Ex am iner, June 26, 1992).

A re view of a stage pro duc tion of “Caba ret” in The
Wash ing ton Blade (Sep tem ber 1, 1996) re veals a simi lar
infatua tion with Na zism. 

[The di rec tor]...ob vi ously aims to dis quiet...the Em cee...
sings the fi nal line — in a tight spot light — of the an them
to the Fa ther land, “To mor row Be longs to Me”; and in a
shock ing move dur ing the fi nale, he visu ally al lies him self 
with Na zism. Clearly, the Em cee con nects deca dence,
queer ness, and Na zism...He raises fright en ing ques tions
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of queer ness, fas cism and doom in two pe ri ods: World
War II and the end of the twen ti eth cen tury.

The at trac tion of Amer i can “gays” to Na zism is not the
ex clu sive do main of male ho mo sex u als, how ever.  Ger -
trude Stein, who, be cause of her re la tion ship with Al ice B.
Toklas, is de scribed by The Alyson Al ma nac as half of
“his tory's best known les bian cou ple” (149), was a great fan 
of Adolf Hit ler.  Toland re ports in Adolf Hit ler  that in 1937
“Ger trude Stein thought Hit ler should get the No bel Peace
Prize” (Toland:409).  (The same source states that George
Ber nard Shaw, a Fa bian so cial ist and out spo ken de fender
of ho mo sex u al ity, also “de fended Hit ler...in mag a zine and
news pa per ar ti cles”  -- ibid.:409.  In ter est ingly, Shaw is ac -
cused by Sam uel Igra of be ing the true au thor of The Pro to -
cols of the Learned El ders of Zion a pur port edly Jew ish
“se cret plan”for global con quest, which has ever since been 
used by anti-Semites as proof of a Jew ish world con spir acy  
-- Igra:1960.)   

Where ho mo sex u als live in the high est con cen tra tions,
some seem to feel more com fort able act ing out Nazi fan ta -

sies. In Against Sa do mas och -
ism: A Rad i cal Fem i nist
Anal y sis, Su san Leigh Star, a
Jew ish so ci ol o gist, de scribes
her ex pe ri ence in San Fran -
cisco:

For four years I have lived in
the Cas tro sec tion of San Fran -
cisco, the gay (pre domi nantly
male) dis trict.  When I walk
down the street in my neigh -
bor hood, I of ten see peo ple
dressed in black leather, wear -
ing chains and some times car -
ry ing whips.  In the maga zine
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stores there are many sa do maso chist pub li ca tions.  Of ten
these in clude pic tures of peo ple wear ing rep li cas of Nazi
Ger many uni forms.  Iron crosses, storm trooper out fits,
mili tary boots.  And swas ti kas.  Once and a while some -
one on the street is dressed in full Nazi re ga lia (Star:132).

Nazi Tactics in “Gay” Politics

“I shall tor ture you dur ing the day time, and will keep
you from a peace ful sleep at night.”  

                                     Larry Kramer, Founder of ACT-UP (Leo:18).

The “gay” move ment has done more than sim ply adopt
Nazi styles and sym bol ism.  Ho mo sex ual strat e gists have
also em braced the terroristic tac tics of the Nazi Brownshirts 
to ad vance their po lit i cal agenda.

One of the most no to ri ous groups to em ploy Nazi thug -
gery is the AIDS Co ali tion to Un leash Power (ACT-UP)
which was founded in New York by Larry Kramer and ap -
prox i mately 300 other ac tiv ists in March, 1987. (Alyson
Al ma nac:42). Within a few months its mem bers had gained 
na tional at ten tion for their ag gres sive ac tions against those
whom they con sid ered en e mies. ACT-UP groups in vaded
Cath o lic churches in New York dur ing re li gious ser vices,
scream ing ob scen i ties and “stomp ing on com mu nion wa -
fers” (Miller:460). Cath o lic churches were also tar geted in
Wash ing ton, Los An geles and Puerto Rico. News pa per
boxes were smashed in Sac ra mento to pun ish an ed i tor for
his views (Grant, 1993:104). One mil i tant who later re gret -
ted his in volve ment was Wash ing ton, D.C. ACT-UP
founder, Eric Pol lard. The fol low ing is an ex cerpt from his
1992 let ter to the Wash ing ton Blade ti tled, “Time to give up 
fas cist tac tics”: 

This is very hard for me to write. It forces me to squarely
con front my past ac tions and to ac cept re spon si bil ity for
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the dam age I have had a part in caus ing. I sin cerely apol o -
gize for my in volve ment in and my found ing of the AIDS
ac tiv ist or ga ni za tion, ACT-UP D.C.. I have helped to cre -
ate a truly fas cist or ga ni za tion...The av er age Gay man or
woman could not im me di ately re late to our sub ver sive
tac tics, drawn largely from the vo lu mi nous Mein Kampf,
which some of us stud ied as a work ing model (Wash ing -
ton Blade, Jan u ary, 1992).

In his 1998 War on Het ero sex u al ity, au thor Mi chael P.
Wright, quotes AIDS “dis senter” Alex Rus sell on the fas -
cist char ac ter of con tem po rary “gay” ac tiv ism.

Many at trib utes of the HIV Homofascist Move ment (or
HIVism) re sem ble those of Fascism and the psy chol ogy
of Freikorpsmen: an authoritarian per son al ity; ex treme
em pha sis on the mas cu line prin ci ple, male dom i nance
and blood broth er hood; ex clu sive mem ber ship in an elite
in-group; and the fetishization and aestheticization of
suf fer ing, self-sacrifice and death.

Freikorpsmen made war a way of life....Many HIV
Blood Brothers see the war on AIDS as a way of death
where the Freud ian plea sure prin ci ple and the death drive
be come in dis tin guish able. The Swas tika armband has
now been re placed by the HIV pos i tive tat too and the red
rib bon (Rus sell in Wright:Chap ter 5).
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Within a few years of its found ing, ACT-UP spawned
the more rad i cal Queer Na tion. Miller writes that Queer Na -
tion’s “in your face” tac tics an tag o nized some in the “gay”
com mu nity. Randy Shilts [a prom i nent ho mo sex ual writer]
called Queer Na tionals “brownshirts” and “lav en der fas -
cists” (Miller:460). Queer Na tion adopted highly mil i tant
rhet o ric and openly threat ened vi o lence. Grant de scribes
their tac tics dur ing an Or e gon elec tion cam paign (see In tro -
duc tion) in which vot ers con sid ered a law to ban mi nor ity
sta tus based on ho mo sex u al ity: 

...fly ers ap peared on tele phone poles warn ing peo ple to
vote against it. One showed the Chris tian ichthus fish be -
ing roasted on a stick over a fire. It read, YOU BURN US,
WE BURN YOU...an other said CIVIL RIGHTS or CIVIL 
WAR. Your choice for a lim ited time only...It also clar i -
fied what it meant by “civil war” by list ing “QUEER
KNIVES, QUEER GUNS, QUEER BULLETS, QUEER
MISSLES, QUEER TANKS, QUEER TRENCHES,
QUEER FIRE, QUEER WARFARE, QUEER
PATRIOTS (Grant, 1993:104f).

One of us (Lively) was ac tive in that cam paign and per -
son ally wit nessed sten cils painted on side walks in the City
of Port land which
threat ened “Queers
Bash Back.” In the
City of Eu gene busi -
nesses that had sup -
ported the Or e gon
Cit i zens Al li ance
(which had spon sored
the bal lot ini tia tive)
had bricks, wrapped in 
swas tika-embellished
fly ers, thrown through 
their win dows. A
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Queer Na tion spokes man in Eu gene de nied re spon si bil ity
but de fended the vi o lence as jus ti fied. A sep a rate or ga ni za -
tion which called it self “Bigot Busters” spe cial ized in ha -
rass ing and threat en ing pe ti tion ers seek ing sig na tures to put 
the mea sure on the bal lot. Pe ti tions were ripped from
circulators hands or doused with paint, ac tiv ists block aded
pe ti tion ta bles, and sev eral circulators were phys i cally as -
saulted. Hun dreds of false sig na tures were put on pe ti tions
in an ef fort to in val i date them. In ev ery case “Bigot
Busters” de nied re spon si bil ity. 

In clas sic Nazi style, the Or e gon ho mo sex ual ac tiv ists
cast them selves as vic tims dur ing this cam paign of vi o -
lence. A se ries of phony late-night cross-burnings were
staged in the front yard of Aza lea Cooley, a black, ap par -
ently wheel chair-bound les bian in Port land. This highly
pub li cized cha rade con tin ued for six months and was
blamed on a “cli mate of hate” cre ated by OCA. On the eve
of the elec tion, how ever,
po lice caught Cooley her -
self on video walk ing out
of her own front door with
a wooden cross and ma te -
ri als to burn it. She later
con fessed to all of the
crimes (Or e go nian, De -
cem ber 10, 1992). 

As we have seen with
Roehm’s Brownshirts, the 
wrath of mil i tant ho mo -
sex u als can be fierce. On
Sep tem ber 29, 1991, fol -
low ing Gov er nor Pete
Wil son’s veto of As sem -
bly Bill 101 (which would
have ex tended mi nor ity
sta tus to ho mo sex u als)
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thou sands of ho mo sex u als ri oted in San Fran cisco, set ting
fire to a gov ern ment build ing and clash ing with po lice. This 
fury is of ten turned against in di vid u als and fam i lies as well. 
Chuck and Donna McIlhenny ex pe ri enced it af ter the San
Fran cisco Pres by te rian church (where Chuck is the pas tor)
fired a ho mo sex ual or gan ist, spark ing a wave of ter ror ism
against their fam ily and their church. They de scribe the
cam paign of ha tred that was waged against them in When
the Wicked Seize a City: 

The ha rass ment started.
Rocks, beer bot tles, beer
cans were thrown through 
the church win dows on
many oc ca sions. Swas -
tikas were carved in the
church doors and drawn
on our house. A win dow
in our car was smashed
out. Graf fiti was
spray-painted all over the
church, house, and side -
walk. Anti-Christian,
pro-homosexual leaf lets
were scat tered around the
neigh bor hood call ing us
Na zis, big ots, anti-gay,

etc. Dem on stra tors would come into our Sunday ser vices
and dis rupt the wor ship...One time a man came pound ing
and spit ting on our front door in the mid dle of the night,
scream ing, “We’re go ing to get you McIlhenny—we’re
go ing to kill you po lit i cally!” We were ver bally threat ened 
out side the house on the way to the car. There were daily
— 24-hours-per-day — tele phone calls. They be gan with
scream ing and ob scen i ties. They grad u ated into phone
calls de scrib ing our chil dren—by name, ap pear ance,
where they at tended school, when they got out of school,
and what sex u ally de vi ant be hav ior was to be prac ticed on
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the chil dren be fore kill ing them...Then on 31 May 1983
at 12:30 a.m., some one ac tu ally at tempted to fol low
through with their threats to kill us [by firebombing the
house while the chil dren were asleep in side] (McIlhenny
and York:109f). [Au thor’s note:The McIlhenny’' sur -
vived these and other ef forts against them and con tinue to 
serve the mem ber ship of their church in San Fran cisco]. 

On April 12, 1996, a near-riot by 400 ho mo sex ual mil i -
tants in Mad i son, Wis con sin de layed a sched uled speech on 
The Pink Swas tika by one au thor (Lively).  Shouting ob -
scen i ties and slo gans, ac tiv ists in vaded and oc cu pied the
tiny Trin ity Evan gel i cal Fel low ship church for nearly an
hour while hun dreds of oth ers banged on the outer walls
and win dows with rocks and trash-can lids.  Chants of
“Crush the Chris tians!” and “Bring back the lions!” could
be heard through the win dows.  Po lice re fused to clear the
church but later agreed to re move in di vid ual pro tes tors who 
re fused to be civil.  Even tually, the meet ing was al lowed to
con tinue, though not be fore some of the pro test ers went
into the church base ment and uri nated and def e cated on the
floor.

Meet ings in Janesville and Stevens Point, Wis con sin
were sim i larly dis rupted.  For those who at tended, how -
ever, the homo-fas cism of the Wis con sin “gay” com mu nity 
pro vided  a liv ing tes ti mony to the va lid ity of claims of this
study.

At tacks like these are not iso lated in ci dents, but part of
the strat egy for in creas ing the po lit i cal power of ho mo sex u -
als in Amer i can so ci ety. Dr. Brian Clowes, in De bating the
Gay Rights Is sue, has com piled the fol low ing advocacy of
the use of ter ror ism and vi o lence by “gay” fas cists: 

If [AIDS] re search money is not forth com ing at a cer tain
level by a cer tain date, all gay males should give blood.
What ever ac tion is re quired to get na tional at ten tion is
valid. If that in cludes blood ter ror ism, so be it. (Rob ert
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Schwab in Kirk Kidwell, “Ho mo sex uals Flex Mus cles in
Wash ing ton.” Amer i can Fam ily As so ci a tion Jour nal, Jan -
u ary, 1988, pages 6 - 8).

We should have shut down the sub way and burned down
city hall. I think ri ot ing is a valid tac tic and should be
tried...If some one took out [killed] Jesse Helms or Wil -
liam Dannemeyer of Cal i for nia, I would be the first to
stand up and ap plaud. (ACT-UP mem ber Mi chael
Petrelis, quoted in Mi chael Wilrich. “Un civil Dis obe di -
ence.” Mother Jones . De cem ber, 1990, page 16).

It's hard to re frain from tak ing this man [Pat Bu chanan] by
the throat and squeez ing as hard as you can while you look 
at his ugly, dis gust ing face and watch the eye balls burst
and pop out of their sock ets. Or maybe you feel like step -
ping on his face and squish ing his de mented brain un til the 
rot oozes out of it and onto the pave ment. I have no prob -
lem imag in ing vi o lence against this wacko... (Mi chel an -
gelo Signorile, ed i tor-at-large of the ho mo sex ual
mag a zine Outweek, quoted in Na tional Re view, June 24,
1991. (Clowes:78f)

In re cent years, the “gay” move ment has dras ti cally re -
duced its use of overtly terroristic tac tics, prob a bly be cause
it made huge po lit i cal gains dur ing the eight years of the
Clinton ad min is tra tion.  In creas ingly, the “gay” move ment
is be ing viewed more as a part of main stream cul ture and
less as an alien and de struc tive sub-culture.  In most cases,
homosexual ac tiv ists no lon ger need to go to the streets to
ha rass and in tim i date their op po nents.  They now can use
their enor mous power in me dia, ac a de mia and gov ern ment
to marginalize and pun ish them. One ex am ple of this phe -
nom e non is the rise of so-called “hate crimes” leg is la tion. 
Os ten si bly, “hate crimes” stat utes are de signed to de ter vi o -
lent crim i nal acts mo ti vated by prej u dice against the vic tim. 
How ever, the au thors per ceive the en act ment of these laws
(which are pri mar ily spon sored by the “gay” move ment), as 
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the first phase of a pro cess to criminalize speech that is hos -
tile to the le git i mi za tion of ho mo sex u al ity. 

As it is cur rently en vi sioned, only speech that oc curs
dur ing the com mis sion of a vi o lent crime will be deemed
crim i nal un der “hate crimes” statutes. Even tually, how -
ever, it is highly prob a ble that speech stand ing alone will be 
pro hib ited. This evo lu tion has par tially oc curred in Cal i for -
nia where the “gay” lobby pushed through a bill in 2000
which cre ated a new cat e gory of “hate crime” called a “hate 
mo ti vated in ci dent.”  As sem bly Bill 1785, signed into law
by Gov er nor Gray Davis, de fines a “hate mo ti vated in ci -
dent” as “an act or at tempted act which con sti tutes an ex -
pres sion of hos til ity” to ward ho mo sex u als or other
pro tected groups.

As we can see, then, homo-fascism did not die with
Adolf Hit ler. It lives on in the neo-Nazi move ment and in
“gay” cul ture it self. Clearly, ac tual Na zis ex ist today as a
rad i cal fringe of so ci ety with no real power to threaten civ i -
li za tion. This would be a com fort ing re al iza tion if we pre -
sumed that Na zism was it self the source of the evil that
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threat ened to en gulf the world and was not merely the prod -
uct of a deeper and still-enduring so cial prob lem. Our the -
sis, how ever, is that Na zism was the con se quence of
Ger many’s aban don ment of Judeo-Christian mo ral ity and
that the pri mary spon sors of its trans for ma tion were ho mo -
sex u als.  If this the sis is true, we would ex pect to find many
par al lels to the Ger man experience in Amer ica, as in deed
we do.        
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Chap ter Nine

THE HOMOSEXUALIZATION 
OF AMERICA

If the rise of Na zism in Ger many was made pos si ble, at
least in part, by the homosexualization of Ger man so ci ety,
what does this bode for Amer ica as we watch the steady ad -
vance of the “gay” agenda in this cul ture?  Should we ex -
pect to wit ness some thing like the rise of a Third Reich on
American soil? Or would the ef fect on Amer i can society be
of an en tirely dif fer ent char ac ter?  Is the “gay” move ment
in the United States suf fi ciently sim i lar to its Ger man coun -
ter part as even to war rant con cern? (Cer tainly the Ger man
“gay” cul ture was far more mil i ta ris tic than the ho mo sex ual 
move ment here, for ex am ple). Or is this the wrong ques -
tion?  Is there some thing about ho mo sex u al ity (or the
broader prob lem of sex ual libertinism) that in ev i ta bly de -
stroys the so ci ety that em braces it? 

In many ways these are ques tions be yond the scope of
this book, yet the im pli ca tions of the ma te rial we have pre -
sented com pel us to ad dress them.  Per haps the most help ful 
ap proach is to search the his tory of ho mo sex ual ac tiv ism in
Amer ica for par al lels with the Ger man ex pe ri ence. 

As we noted in the pre vi ous chap ter, the first openly ho -
mo sex ual or ga ni za tion in the United States was the Amer i -
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can chap ter of the Ger man So ci ety for Hu man Rights,
started in 1924.  The SHR was an ab er ra tion, how ever.  The
Amer i can ho mo sex ual move ment re ally only be gan in the
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1940s af ter the Allied de feat of the Na zis. We must be gin
our time line, then, with the ob ser va tion that the cen ter of
in ter na tional “gay” power in the world did in fact shift from 
Ger many to the United States af ter the de mise of the Third
Reich. This represented a huge set back for the “gay” move -
ment, re quir ing it to be gin “from scratch” as it were, since
Amer ica in the 1940s was at least as fam ily-centered as
Ger many had been in the 1860s. 

We know that the im plicit goal of ho mo sex ual po lit i cal
ac tiv ism is to le git i mize ho mo sex ual con duct and re la tion -
ships in a so ci ety. This nec es sar ily re quires a so ci ety to
aban don its com mit ment to mar riage as the ex clu sive do -
main of ac cept able sex ual con duct. The aban don ment of
this stan dard log i cally opens the door to ev ery other form of 
sex ual pro mis cu ity. Clearly, such a trans for ma tion of
attitude is now oc cur ring in Amer ica.  What we will find is
that this trans for ma tion is not the re sult of ran dom so cial
forces, but of de lib er ate and sys tem atic po lit i cal ac tiv ism
by the “gay” move ment.   

Harry Hay and the Mattachine So ci ety

In the words of Jon a than Katz, “a link of a kind pe cu liar
to Gay male his tory con nects the abor tive Chi cago So ci ety
for Hu man Rights (1924-25) and Henry Hay, the founder of 
the Mattachine So ci ety” (J. Katz:407).  This “pe cu liar link” 
is the fact that the man who re cruited Hay into ho mo sex u al -
ity (at age sev en teen), Champ Simmons, was him self se -
duced by a for mer mem ber of the SHR.  In a per verse sort of 
way, then, it seems ap pro pri ate that Hay would be come
known as the “founder of the mod ern gay move ment”
(Timmons:cover).  (In an other ac count, Hay claims his ear -
li est ho mo sex ual ex pe ri ence was a mo les ta tion at age four -
teen by a twenty-five-year-old man) (ibid.:36). 

On Au gust 10, 1948, at the tail end of an eigh teen-year
stint as a Com mu nist Party leader, Hay be gan to or ga nize a
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group that would be -
come the
Mattachine So ci ety
(ibid:132).  Not un til 
the spring of 1951
did it re ceive its
name, but from the
be gin ning it was
seen as a ve hi cle to
de stroy so cial re -
straints against ho -
mo sex u al ity in
Amer i can cul ture (J.
Katz:412f).  The
name Mattachine
was taken from “me -
di eval Re nais sance
French...se cret fra -
ter ni ties of un mar -
ried towns men”

(ibid.:412). The or ga ni za tion’s stated agenda was to pre -
serve the “right to pri vacy.”  Like the SHR, the Mattachine
So ci ety be came con tro ver sial upon the ar rest of a prom i -
nent mem ber.  Dale Jennings, one of the found ers of the or -
ga ni za tion, was ar rested for so lic it ing an un der cover po lice
of fi cer to com mit a ho mo sex ual act in a pub lic restroom
(ibid.:414).

Hay was not a fas cist, but he was a neo-pagan.  He par -
tic i pated in occultic rit u als at “the Los An geles lodge of the
Or der of the East ern Tem ple,  O.T.O., Aleister Crowley’s
no to ri ous anti-Christian spir i tual group” (Timmons:76).
Hay pro vided mu si cal ac com pa ni ment to cer e mo nies per -
formed by the les bian “high priest ess.”  Later in life he
founded a New Age group called Rad i cal Faeries, which
met in an asram in the high desert of Ar i zona to of fer in vo -
ca tions to pa gan spir its (ibid.:265).  
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In some ways, Hay can be com pared to Karl Hein rich
Ulrichs, the “grand fa ther” of the gay rights move ment.
Hay is his Amer i can coun ter part in the sense that both men
launched en dur ing so cial move ments in their re spec tive
cul tures.  The avowed pur pose of each was to un der mine
the Judeo-Christian moral con sen sus in re spect to ho mo -
sex ual re la tions.  And both had been mo lested as boys
(though some sug gest that this is the rule rather than the ex -
cep tion among ho mo sex ual men).  But un like Ulrichs, Hay
be came in creas ingly mil i tant over the course of his life un -
til, in the 1980s, he par tic i pated in Cal i for nia’s no to ri ously
vi o lent ACT-UP dem on stra tions (ibid.:292).  ACT-UP, the
AIDS Co ali tion to Un leash Power, was one of the ear li est
man i fes ta tions of homo-fas cism in the “gay rights” move -
ment.  Though Hay was in his 70s, and is not di rectly linked
to any of the prop erty de struc tion as so ci ated with ACT-UP
demonstrations, his pres ence val i dated the ter ror ist tac tics
of the group.  Hay also openly en dorsed ped er asty as an es -
sen tial part of the “gay rights” move ment (ibid.:296).  

Harry Hay and the Mattachine So ci ety spawned
large-scale po lit i cal and so cial ac tiv ism among ho mo sex u -
als that soon out grew their ex pec ta tions and their con trol.
Their highly mo ti vated ac tiv ists op er ated in groups de -
signed like com mu nist cells, each a “se cret fra ter nity”
bound by the com mon vice.  As Hay stated in a later in ter -
view, “[we wanted to] keep them un der ground and sep a -
rated so that no one group could ever know who all the
other mem bers were” (J. Katz:410).  Slowly at first, from
in nu mer a ble ob scure sources, came the o ries, pub lic state -
ments and ac tions in sup port of the so cial ac cep tance of ho -
mo sex u al ity. And as the power of the homosexualist
po lit i cal lobby grew, so did the ug li ness of its de mands and
its meth ods.
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Al fred Kinsey and the Kinsey In sti tute

While Harry Hay would soon take the ho mo sex ual
move ment pub lic with the Mattachine So ci ety, most ho mo -
sex ual ac tiv ism con tin ued to be car ried out by hid den cell
groups and in di vid ual “in the closet” ac tiv ists.  One such
ac tiv ist was Al fred Kinsey. No one but Kinsey’s clos est as -
so ci ates and sex part ners knew that his im age as a re spect -
able fam ily man and col lege pro fes sor masked his role as
one of the most ded i cated ho mo sex ual change-agents in
Amer ica. 

In 1948, sex re searcher Kinsey re leased his cul -
ture-shattering book,
Sex ual Be hav ior in the
Hu man Male.  The first
ma jor sex study of its
kind, the Kinsey Re port
pur ported to show that
Amer i cans were far
more pro mis cu ous and
sex u ally de vi ant than
they said they were
(Reisman and Eichel,
1992:2).  For over forty
years, Kinsey’s data
went more-or-less un -
chal lenged and the con -

clu sions that he drew con tinue to serve as the “sci en tific”
jus ti fi ca tion for the so-called sex ual rev o lu tion.  His the ory
of sex as a mere “out let” re leased hu man be hav ior from
what Marcuse called “the re pres sive or der of pro cre ative
sex u al ity.”  All forms of sex ual ex pres sion were equal ized
in the Kinsey model.
     Re cently, sev eral stud ies have shown that Amer ica is not
the hot bed of pro mis cu ity and de vi ancy that Kinsey's study
made it ap pear to be, even af ter forty-six years of in flu ence
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by that study, which was loudly trum peted as “fact” by the
me dia and much of ac a de mia.  U.S. News and World Re port
re ported that one such re cent study, con ducted by the Na -
tional Opin ion Re search Cen ter at the Uni ver sity of Chi -
cago, that it showed that “[f]idelity reigns.  Fully 83 per cent 
of Amer i cans had sex with one per son or had no sex part -
ners in the past year, and half of Amer i cans have had only
one part ner in the past five years” (U.S. News and World
Re port, Oc to ber, 1994:75).

Kinsey’s study was tai lor-made for the ho mo sex -
ual/ped er ast com mu nity.  In deed, just weeks af ter its re -
lease, Harry Hay for mally launched the Mattachine
So ci ety. We have no proof that Kinsey and Hay ac tu ally co -
or di nated their ef forts, al though we know that Hay and
Kinsey met to gether more than seven years be fore the pub -
li ca tion of the first Kinsey re port (Timmons:111). We also
know that in flu en tial Kinsey co-worker, War dell Pomeroy,
later be came a mem ber of the Mattachine So ci ety’s ad vi -
sory board, per haps in di cat ing a deeper re la tion ship be -
tween the Kinsey or ga ni za tion and the Mattachines
(Marotta:80). 

Kinsey’s vastly in flated fig ure of the num ber  of ho mo -
sex u als in Amer ica is the ba sis of the en dur ing myth that at
least 10% of the pop u la tion is ho mo sex ual. His  seven-point 
Kinsey Scale, “in which bi sex u al ity oc cu pied a mid dle
‘bal anced’ po si tion be tween het ero sex u al ity (0) and ho mo -
sex u al ity (6)” (ibid.:10), at tempted to es tab lish ho mo sex u -
al ity  as a norm by def i ni tion.  He fur ther de clared
adult/child sex harm less.  This “find ing” was based on data
gath ered by pedophiles from ex per i men ta tion with hun -
dreds of chil dren as young as two months old (ibid.:36).

In Kinsey, Sex and Fraud, Reisman and Eichel state that 
Kinsey “pur ported to prove that chil dren were sex ual be -
ings, even from in fancy and that they could, and should,
have plea sur able and ben e fi cial sex ual in ter ac tion with
adult ‘part ners’” (ibid.:3).  Reisman and Eichel go on to
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sug gest that Kinsey de lib er ately over looked crim i nal sex -
ual child abuse and pur pose fully fal si fied data to fur ther his
per sonal sex ual and po lit i cal agenda.  They cite for mer
Kinsey coworker Gershon Legman who said that “Kinsey’s 
not-very-secret in ten tion was to ‘respectablize’ ho mo sex u -
al ity and cer tain sex ual per ver sions” (ibid.:34). They also
ref er ence so ci ol o gists Al bert Hobbs and Rich ard Lam bert
who ob served “that the Kinsey au thors seemed pur pose -
fully to ig nore the lim i ta tions of their own sam ples in or der
‘to com pound any pos si ble er rors in al most any way which
will in crease the ap par ent in ci dence of [ho mo sex u al ity]’”
(ibid.:24).

Was Kinsey a ho mo sex ual, a pedophile or both?  One
his to rian pro posed that Kinsey “may have dis cov ered in
him self the ho mo sex ual ten den cies he would later as cribe
to a large pro por tion of the pop u la tion” (Rob in son in
Reisman and Eichel, 1992:204).  But Reisman and Eichel
sug gest he man i fested more of the be hav iors of a pedophile. 
“In ad di tion to his in ter est in sex ex per i ments with chil -
dren,” they write, “Kinsey was an avid col lec tor of por nog -
ra phy (and maker of sex films) — an el e men tal fea ture of
the pedophile syn drome” (Reisman and Eichel, 1992:205).
In a later work, Reisman re ports more spe cif i cally that
Kinsey pro duced and di rected films of ho mo sex ual
sado-masochism at In di ana Uni ver sity, and that his col lec -
tion of por nog ra phy in cluded films of chil dren en gaged in
sex ual acts (Reisman,1998:80f).

There is no ques tion, how ever, that Kinsey fits the pro -
file of a ho mo sex ual ac tiv ist.  Like the mil i tant ho mo sex u -
als who ben e fit ted from his work, Kinsey was “in dig nant
about the ef fect of Judeo-Christian tra di tion on so ci ety,”
write Reisman and Eichel. “It is clear that he shared
[co-researcher War dell] Pomeroy’s view that Chris tians in -
her ited an al most para noid ap proach to sex ual be hav ior
from the Jews” (ibid.:6).  Pomeroy, in ci den tally, is known
for his sup port of adult/child sex.  In a 1992 ar ti cle on
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pedophilia, au thor Mi chael Ebert quotes Pomeroy as say -
ing, “Peo ple seem to think that any [sex ual] con tact be -
tween chil dren and adults has a bad ef fect on the child.  I
say this can be a lov ing and thought ful, re spon si ble sex ual
ac tiv ity” (Ebert:6f).

The Kinsey In sti tute should be rec og nized as the Amer -
i can coun ter part and suc ces sor to the Sex Re search In sti tute 
of Berlin.  In deed, E. Mi chael Jones, ed i tor of Fi del ity mag -
a zine told one of us (Lively) in con ver sa tion that he had pe -
rused some of the sur viv ing doc u ments of the Berlin
in sti tute in the base ment of the Kinsey build ing. Like its
Ger man pre de ces sor had been, the Kinsey In sti tute is ded i -
cated to the le git i mi za tion of sex ual perversion.

The Sex ual Revolution

Within five years of the Kinsey re port, Hugh Hefner
launched Play boy mag a zine (and the mod ern por nog ra phy
in dus try), whose ini tial tar get au di ence was the very gen er -
a tion of young men to whom Kinsey had been speak ing on
his col lege lec ture cir cuit.  More sig nif i cantly, it pop u lar -
ized Kinsey’s “gay” ethic of sex ual li cense with the much
of the rest of the male pop u la tion of Amer ica. Hefner him -
self is quoted as say ing that if Kinsey were the re searcher of 
the sex ual rev o lu tion, he (Hefner) was the pam phle teer
(Reisman, 1998:108). 

We are not sug gest ing the Hefner is ho mo sex ual, only
that Play boy mag a zine serves as a tool of “gay” so cial en gi -
neer ing in that the ex is tence of a thriv ing por nog ra phy in -
dus try serves the “gay” cause by mor ally cor rupt ing the
men who use it.  It log i cally makes them less likely to op -
pose ho mo sex u al ity on moral grounds and more likely to
sup port pub lic pol i cies which le git i mize sex ual li cense. 
Ex po sure to por nog ra phy, es pe cially at a young age, can
also be a gate way into the “gay” life style it self.

 In the same man ner, the “gay” cause is ad vanced by a
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suc cess ful abor tion in dus try (which also arose in re sponse
to the sex ual rev o lu tion).  The choice to kill their un born
chil dren mor ally com pro mises both men and women (mak -
ing them un will ing to crit i cize the choice to en gage in other
forms of im moral be hav ior), and en sures that the out come
of an un wanted child will not be a last ing de ter rent to those
who have cho sen sex ual license over fam ily.  This ex plains
why ho mo sex u als, who by def i ni tion can not bear chil dren
to gether, are among the most mil i tant ad vo cates of abor tion 
on de mand. 

The  ac cep tance of sex ual in dul gence as an im por tant
so cial value in ev i ta bly ini ti ates a down ward moral spi ral in
a cul ture.  In American so ci ety, the sell ing of the idea of
rec re ational sex to young col lege-aged men in the 1950s
cre ated a “mar ket” for im mod est and sex u ally ad ven tur ous
young women, which in turn helped to le git i mize the idea
of fe male pro mis cu ity.  In the 1960s, once im mod esty and
pro mis cu ity be came ac cept able for some women, the pres -
sure in creased for all women, com pet ing for the at ten tions
of men,  to adopt these be hav iors.  This was es pe cially true
of the youn gest of mar riage-age women of that gen er a tion,
whose per sonal mor als and val ues had been in flu enced by a 
de cade of sex-saturated pop cul ture.

The whole sale en trance of women into the world of
sex ual license cre ated a num ber of so ci etal de mands: for a
fem i nist po lit i cal move ment to “lib er ate” women from so -
cial ex pec ta tions about mar riage and child-rearing (Na -
tional Or ga ni za tion for Women formed 1966); for
con tra cep tion on de mand (Griswold v. Con nect i cut --
1966); for abor tion on de mand ( Roe. V. Wade --1973); and
for “no fault” di vorce (state-by-state lib er al iza tion of di -
vorce laws be gan in the early 1970s).  The re sult of these
pol i cies has been the achieve ment of the “gay” goal as em -
bod ied by Kinsey’s teach ings: the pro gres sive
denormalization of mar riage and the steady nor mal iza tion
of sex ual li cense.  The most re cent cen sus data, pub lished in 
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1998, showed a four fold in crease in di vorce from 1970 to
1996, while the pop u la tion of “co hab it ing” cou ples who
had never mar ried had more than dou bled. 

Among the side-effects pro duced by these dra matic
changes in the life of a peo ple, side-effects which have in -
creased steadily since the 1960s, are the es ca la tion of crime
(es pe cially vi o lent crime), the pro lif er a tion of sex u -
ally-transmitted and other dis eases, and the es ca la tion of
men tal ill ness and chronic sub stance abuse.  These are all
re sults which one would ex pect to find in a gen er a tion of
cit i zens raised in un sta ble homes. Each and ev ery one of
these so cial prob lems is a di rect con se quence of em brac ing
the “gay” ethic of sex ual li cense as pop u lar ized by Kinsey. 
Mean while, as the pur suit of sex ual he do nism be came the 
per sonal goal of an ever larger per cent age of the
non-homosexual pop u la tion, the “gay” move ment con tin -
ued its ad vance.

The Stone wall Riot and “Gay” Mil i tancy

“Two, four, six, eight -- Smash the fam ily, smash the state”
(Pop u lar slo gan of 1970s “gay” ac tiv ists --Oosterhuis and Steakley:2)

By 1969, the de vel op ment of a grow ing ho mo sex ual
sub cul ture in Amer ica had spawned an open ho mo sex ual
pres ence in ma jor cit ies.  So-called “gay bars” sprang up in
Los An geles and New York, host ing a bi zarre mix of “street 
queens,” drug ad dicts and boy pros ti tutes (Marotta:71).  In
New York, ho mo sex u als reg u larly en gaged in pub lic sex
acts with anon y mous part ners “in the backs of trucks
parked near the West Vil lage piers” (ibid.:93) and in the
pub lic restrooms.  Ho mo sex ual ac tiv ity oc curred so fre -
quently in the bushes of one pub lic park that the au thor i ties
were forced to cut down the trees to stop it (Adam:85).  In
re sponse to po lice ef forts to dis cour age this in creas ingly of -
fen sive be hav ior, ho mo sex u als be gan to or ga nize to de -
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mand the “right” to pub lic de vi ancy.  Em boldened by their
num bers, they be gan pick et ing busi nesses such as Macy’s
De part ment Store, which had cracked down on ho mo sex ual 
be hav ior in their restrooms (ibid.:85). 

On the eve ning of June 27, 1969 the “gay rights” move -
ment of fi cially adopted ter ror ism as a means to achieve
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power when a surly mob of “drag queens, dykes, street peo -
ple, and bar boys” phys i cally at tacked po lice of fi cers con -
duct ing a “raid” on the Stone wall Bar on Chris to pher Street
in New York.  Stone wall was “one of the best known of the
Ma fia con trolled bars” (Marotta:75), and was be ing closed
for sell ing al co hol with out a li cense.  It was also a ha ven for
sex ual de vi ants.  As po lice be gan to take some bar pa trons
in for ques tion ing, a mob of ho mo sex u als gath ered across
the street.  Homosexualist Toby Marotta’s The Pol i tics of
Ho mo sex u al ity in cludes an eye wit ness re port by a writer
for the Vil lage Voice:

[A]lmost by sig nal the crowd erupted into cob ble stone
and bot tle heav ing...The trashcan I was stand ing on was
nearly yanked out from un der me as a kid tried to grab it
for use in the windowsmashing me lee.  From no where
came an up rooted park ing me ter—used as a bat ter ing ram 
on the Stone wall door.  I heard sev eral cries of “Let's get
some gas,” but the blaze of flame which soon ap peared in
the win dow of the Stone wall [where the po lice of fi cers
were trapped] was still a shock (ibid.:72).

By morn ing, the Stone wall bar was a burned-out wreck, 
and ho mo sex ual lead ers had de clared the vi o lence a suc -
cess.  In ter est ingly, the an ni ver sary of this event is known
to day as “Gay Pride Day” and fea tures pa rades and other
events most no ta ble for their pub lic sex and nu dity
(ibid.:158).  It is ironic that the very ac tiv ists who emerged
from this new mil i tant en vi ron ment de vel oped (in 1970) the 
strat egy of claim ing vic tim sta tus through the use of the
pink tri an gle and com mem o ra tion of the ho mo sex u als who
were per se cuted by the Na zis (Adam:86).

The rise of ho mo sex ual mil i tancy re flected the emer -
gence of an ag gres sive “Butch” fac tion of the Amer i can
“gay” move ment, sim i lar to that which oc curred at the turn
of the last cen tury in Ger many. (Ironically, while these
mas cu line-oriented “gays” as sume an at ti tude of su pe ri or -
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ity over “Fems,” in both Ger many and the United States the
“gay” move ment was ac tu ally launched by ef fem i nate ho -
mo sex u als and only later be came dom i nated by
“Butches”).  In The Making of the Mod ern Ho mo sex ual,
au thor Gregg Blachford ob served that dur ing this time “ho -
mo sex u als them selves moved away from the pre vi ous ste -
reo type of ‘swish and sweat ers’ to wards a new mas cu line
style [that be came] the dom i nant mode of ex pres sion in the
sub cul ture” (Blachford:187).      

Fol low ing the Stone wall riot the Mattachine Ac tion
Com mit tee of the Mattachine So ci ety’s New York chap ter
clam ored for “or ga nized re sis tance” (Ad ams:81), but con -
trol of the move ment was taken out of their hands by a still
more rad i cal group of ac tiv ists.  These men quickly formed
the Gay Lib er a tion Front, so ti tled “be cause it had the same
ring as Na tional Lib er a tion Front, the al li ance formed by
the Viet Cong” (ibid.:91).  At the heart of this new cir cle of
power was Her bert Marcuse (ibid.:88), a long time So cial ist 
who had learned his pol i tics (and per haps ho mo sex u al ity)
in pre-Nazi Ger many.  Homosexualist his to rian Barry D.
Adam writes,

Her bert Marcuse, who had been a youth ful par tic i pant in
the 1918 Ger man rev o lu tion and had been steeped in the
think ing of the life-reform move ments of the Weimar Re -
pub lic, caught the at ten tion of many gay lib er a tion ists.
His Eros and Civ i li za tion, pub lished in the ideo log i cal
waste land of 1955, bridged the pre war and post war gay
move ments with its im plicit vi sion of ho mo sex u al ity as a
pro test “against the re pres sive or der of pro cre ative sex u al -
ity” (ibid.:84).  

The Stone wall riot be came the new sym bol of the “gay
rights” move ment.  In its wake, Gay Lib er a tion Fronts
sprang up across the coun try, us ing meth ods of in tim i da tion 
and co er cion to achieve po lit i cal gains.  Im me di ately they
tar geted the med i cal com mu nity, whose in creas ing ef fec -

312                   The Homosexualization of America



tive ness in treat ing ho mo sex ual dis or ders threat ened the
log i cal prem ise of the move ment (Rueda:101ff).  “Gay Lib -
er a tion Fronts,” writes Adam, “stormed San Fran cisco, Los
An geles and Chi cago con ven tions of psy chi a try, med i cine
and be hav ior mod i fi ca tion,” shout ing down speak ers and
ter ror iz ing au di ence mem bers (Adam:87f).  As ex treme as
it had it self be come, the Mattachine So ci ety pre dicted the
GLF’s “vi o lent tac tics” would fail to in spire the move ment
(Marotta:136), but they were wrong.  Though the GLF col -
lapsed in 1972, in part be cause of a con flict be tween “drag
queens and ma chos” [“Fems” and “Butches”], their phi los -
o phy pre vailed (Adam:90).  

On De cem ber 15, 1973 the board of trust ees of the
Amer i can Psy chi at ric As so ci a tion ca pit u lated to the de -
mands of the rad i cals.  The ho mo sex u als had be gun to
speak of un yield ing psy chi a trists as “war crim i nals”
(ibid.:88), with ob vi ous im pli ca tions.  Pos si bly in fear for
their safety, and cer tainly wea ried by con stant ha rass ment,
they de clared that ho mo sex u al ity was no lon ger an ill ness.
The re sult ing ref er en dum, de manded by out raged mem bers 
of the as so ci a tion, was con ducted by mail and was par tially
con trolled by the Na tional Gay and Les bian Task Force
(Rueda:1982).  The homosexualists won the vote and the
new of fi cial def i ni tion of ho mo sex u al ity as a dis or der was
changed to in clude only those who were “un happy with
their sex ual ori en ta tion” (Adam:88).  His to rian Enrique
Rueda writes,

This vote was not the re sult of sci en tific anal y sis af ter
years of pains tak ing re search.  Nei ther was it a purely ob -
jec tive choice fol low ing the ac cu mu la tion of in con tro -
vert ible data.  The very fact that the vote was taken
re veals the na ture of the pro cess in volved, since the ex is -
tence of an or tho doxy in it self con tra dicts the es sence of
sci ence (Rueda:106).
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Weimar in Amer ica

How does all of this com pare to the Ger man ex pe ri -
ence? One strik ing par al lel is the span of time over which
ho mo sex u al ity be came cul tur ally ac cepted in each country. 
In Ger many, approximately twenty-five years passed from
the for ma tion of the Sci en tific Hu man i tar ian Com mit tee by
Magnus Hirschfeld un til sex ual per ver sion was be ing
openly prac ticed in Ger many (roughly from 1897 to the
mid-1920s).  In the United States, the emer gence of wide -
spread overt ho mo sex u al ity oc curred in the early 1970s, a
quar ter-century af ter Harry Hay formed the Mattachine So -
ci ety.  

An other sim i lar ity is the ex tent to which per ver sion ad -
vanced once the moral bar ri ers were low ered. Let us briefly
com pare the two so ci et ies.

Un der the Weimar gov ern ment, es tab lished af ter Kai -
ser Wil helm II’s ab di ca tion in 1918, many tra di tional at ti -
tudes were ques tioned, in clud ing those about sex u al ity.  As

Amer ica does to day,
Weimar Ger many
experienced tre men -
dous con flict as these
pol i cies clashed with
tra di tional
Judeo-Christian val ues. 

Feel ings on the ‘sex -
ual ques tion’ ran high.
There were dis putes
about the roles of the
sexes and about at ti -
tudes to ward mar -
riage, the fam ily and
child rear ing, and
these dis putes were
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bound up with ar gu -
ments about so cial
pol icy and de mo -
graphic trends
(Peukert: 101). 

In this cli mate the
homosexualists made
sig nif i cant gains.  Al -
most im me di ately, ma -
jor Ger man cit ies
be came ha vens for ev -
ery form of sex ual ex -
pres sion.  Wil liam
Man ches ter writes of
“trans ves tite balls,
[where] ‘hun dreds of
men cos tumed as
women and hun dreds of 
women cos tumed as
men danced un der the be nev o lent eye of the po lice,” and of
“moth ers in their thir ties, teamed with their daugh ters to of -
fer Mut ter-und-Tochter sex” (Man ches ter:57).  Plant writes 
of “lux u ri ous les bian bars and night clubs [that] never
feared a po lice raid” (Plant:27).  

Steakley re cords that “[o]fficial tol er ance was man i -
fested...in the un hin dered con sump tion of nar cot ics in some 
ho mo sex ual bars, and trans ves tites were is sued po lice cer -
tif i cates per mit ting them to cross-dress in pub lic”
(Steakley:81).   And his to rian-biographer Charles Bracelen
Flood speaks of “sad al leys pa trolled by pros ti tutes of all
ages and both sexes, in clud ing rouged lit tle boys and girls”
(Flood:196). “Berlin’s spe cial ized es tab lish ments in cluded
a bath house fea tur ing black male pros ti tutes” that was fre -
quented by Ernst Roehm, writes Flood, and “there was a se -
date night club for les bi ans, the Sil hou ette, where most of

THE PINK SWASTIKA                               315

This re cently pub lished book doc u -
ments in highly por no graphic de tail the 
per verse ex treme to which Ger many
de scended during the Weimar pe riod.
The par al lels to today’s U.S. sexual
sub cul tures are unmistakable.  



the women, sit ting on hard benches along the walls, wore
men’s clothes with col lar and tie, but the young girls with
them wore dresses with ac cented fem i nin ity” (ibid.:197).

Ger many’s ver sion of Ma donna was a woman named
Anita Ber ber, “the role model for thou sands of Ger man
girls...[who] danced na ked...and made love to men and
women sprawled atop bars, bathed in spot lights, while voy -
eurs stared and fon dled one an other” (Man ches ter:57).
Rec tor de scribes the Weimar scene as a “sex ual Mardi
Gras” (Rec tor:15):

There were about as many — if not more — ho mo sex ual
pe ri od i cals and gay bars in Berlin in the 1920’s as there
are now in New York City, and Berlin of the time was
abuzz with the fea si bil ity of form ing a na tional ho mo sex -
ual po lit i cal party.  The sex ual rev o lu tion, with its
free-and-easy at ti tudes, in clud ing wife swap ping and
group sex as a moral pre cept, was a Ger man “in ven tion”
of the Twenties...abor tions were shrugged off and con -
doms were on sale in open dis play in gro cery stores and al -
most ev ery other pub lic mart  [Quoting from T.L. Jarman,
Rec tor con tin ues]...Free dom de gen er ated into li -
cense...Bars for ho mo sex u als, ca fes where men danced
with men,...por no graphic lit er a ture in the cor ner ki -
osks—all these things were ac cepted as part of the new
life (ibid.:13).  

To day, all of these things are man i fest in Amer i can so -
ci ety as well.  The lid to Pan dora’s Box that had been
cracked open by Kinsey, Harry Hay and the Mattachines is
now flung wide.  Rueda writes,

...there are no fewer than 2,000 [ho mo sex ual bars in
Amer ica]...They range from small “sleazy” places in dark
and dan ger ous al leys to plush es tab lish ments...Some bars
ca ter to a con ven tional-looking cli en tele. Oth ers
spe cial ize in sa do mas och ists or trans ves tites. There are
bars which pur pose fully at tract young peo ple, pros ti tutes
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who serve to at tract older ho mo sex u -
als who in turn pur chase drinks for
the young sters while sex ual deals are 
ar ranged.  Printed guides for trav el -
ing ho mo sex u als...[spec ify] the
avail abil ity of pros ti tutes or “rough
trade” (i.e., ho mo sex u als who en joy
ap pear ing vi o lent or who ac tu ally
be have vi o lently) (Rueda:33).

Amer i can cit ies also host “bath houses,” which are not
ac tual baths but meet ing places for anon y mous ho mo sex ual 
en coun ters.  “Peo ple walk in there and have sex with mul ti -
ple part ners and have no idea who they’re hav ing sex with,” 
re ports for mer ho mo sex ual John Paulk.  “I know this first
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hand and from the many many peo ple I was as so ci ated with
in the gay life style” (“The Gay Agenda” Video). Paulk re -
ports that these “bath houses” re main open de spite the AIDS 
ep i demic.  He also de scribes the ac tiv ity called “cruis ing”
in which ho mo sex u als meet for anon y mous sex in pub lic
restrooms and other pub lic lo ca tions.  While this has ap par -
ently al ways been com mon be hav ior in the ho mo sex ual
com mu nity, Paulk im plies that it is far more wide spread to -
day than ever be fore.  This is sub stan ti ated by other ob serv -
ers of the “gay rights” move ment (Grant, 1993:36f).

A great deal more could be writ ten about the va ri et ies of 
ho mo sex ual per ver sion that have pro lif er ated in Amer ica's
cit ies and towns to day (and in creas ingly dom i nate the en -
ter tain ment me dia).  In deed, the au thors feel that the be hav -
ior  of ho mo sex u al ity needs to be ex posed to a pub lic whose
at ten tion is sys tem at i cally drawn away to “cover” is sues
(e.g. “vic tim” sta tus, “rights,” etc.).  But it is our in ten tion
here to fo cus on the so cial, po lit i cal and spir i tual ram i fi ca -
tions of this be hav ior.

Consequences

Leaving re li gion aside, the ra tio nale for a so ci ety to
limit sex to mar riage is fairly ba sic.  Mar riage “sanc ti fies”
what is oth er wise merely self-centered plea sure-seeking, 
while also pro tect ing in di vid u als and so ci ety from most of
the prob lems as so ci ated with “un wanted” chil dren, sex ual
dis eases and se rial re la tion ships. (How many of our most
press ing so cial prob lems to day are di rectly or in di rectly re -
lated to these fac tors?)  

Once a so ci ety aban dons mar riage as the pre req ui site
for sex ual re la tions, how ever, there re mains scant log i cal
grounds to re strict any form of sex ual de vi ance or pro mis -
cu ity.  For ex am ple, on what grounds can a so ci ety deny ho -
mo sex u als free dom of con duct if non-homosexuals have
been per mit ted to en gage in sim i lar dis ease-transmitting
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sex ual acts?  And if pub lic health con sid er ations no lon ger 
out weigh the “right” to sex ual free dom un der the law, what
jus ti fies con tin ued lim i ta tions upon sado-masochism, in -
cest, beastiality and even pedophilia?  A so ci ety is left with
no bases for reg u lat ing sex ual con duct but its surviving
moral stan dards and the le gal con cept of “mu tual con sent.” 
     Can we have con fi dence that Amer ica’s moral stan dards
will pres ent a last ing bar rier to the con tin ued es ca la tion of
sex ual de vi ance? Cer tainly not with re gard to con sen sual
sex be tween adults.  A quick pe rusal of the menu of avail -
able por nog ra phy on the Internet re veals that bat tle has
been lost. But will the line hold against the le git i mi za tion of 
adult-child sex? The an swer to that lies in the hands of the
“gay” ac tiv ists, whose ded i ca tion to their own sex ual free -
dom has driven the sex ual rev o lu tion.    
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Ped er asty in the “Gay” Movement

The 1973 vic tory of “gay” pol i tics over sci en tific ob jec -
tiv ity in the Amer i can Psy chi at ric As so ci a tion had
far-reaching con se quences.  Af ter the fall of the APA’s
med i cal stan dard against the nor mal iza tion of ho mo sex u al -
ity, “gay rights” ac tiv ists made tre men dous gains in pub lic
ac cep tance of, or at least tol er ance for, open ho mo sex u al -
ity.  This fact is es pe cially alarm ing when we con sider that
the APA has now taken ac tion which some con strue as
“nor mal iza tion” of pedophilia as well.  The Sep tem ber,
1994 is sue of “Re gen er a tion News,” the news let ter of a ho -
mo sex ual re cov ery group in Bal ti more, fea tures an ar ti cle
about this change.  Re gen er a tion Di rec tor, Alan Medinger
com pares the new set of cri te ria for di ag nos ing pedophilia
with the prior stan dard:

In the ear lier DSM-III-R
[Di ag nos tic and Sta tis ti cal
Man ual for Psy chi a trists],
pedophilia was di ag nosed
as a dis or der if “[t]he per -
son has acted out on these
urges or is mark edly dis -
tressed by them...but the
new stan dard de fines
pedophilia as a dis or der
only if the fan ta sies, sex ual 
urges, or be hav iors cause
clin i cally sig nif i cant dis -
tress or im pair ment in so -
cial, oc cu pa tional, or
other im por tant ar eas of
func tion ing” (Medinger,
re printed in Stop Pro -
moting Ho mo sex u al ity
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Ha waii News let ter, No vem ber, 1994.  Em pha sis ours).   

The APA has taken a step which can be in ter preted to
im ply that adult sex with chil dren is nor mal as long as the
per pe tra tors are not un happy with their sex ual ori en ta tion.
The APA has taken ex cep tion to this in ter pre ta tion.

Al though many con tem po rary ho mo sex ual ac tiv ists,
es pe cially les bi ans, at tempt to dis tance them selves from
their pederastic com rades, the fact re mains that ped er asts
(as was true in Ger many) have al ways been at the fore front
of the move ment, al beit of ten “in the closet.”  And the
“right” of adults to have sex with chil dren has al ways been
a ba sic goal of the move ment.  In Feb ru ary of 1972, for ex -
am ple, a na tional co ali tion of ho mo sex ual groups met in
Chi cago to draw up a list of pri or i ties for the move ment.
Prom i nent on the list was the de mand for “a re peal of all
laws gov ern ing the age of sex ual con sent” (Rueda:201ff).
Al ready in Can ada the age of con sent has been low ered to
age 14 (Mulshine:10).  

The or ga ni za tions ded i cated spe cif i cally to “pedophile
rights” or “ped er -
ast-rights” in the United
States are made up of ho -
mo sex ual men
(Rueda:173ff), and in ma -
jor cit ies with an ac tive ho -
mo sex ual com mu nity
“gay” book stores carry nu -
mer ous ti tles which en -
dorse man/boy sex (Grant,
1993:22).  Tom Reeves, a
self-admitted ped er ast who 
was part of the early “gay
rights” move ment, is one
of a num ber of writ ers in an 
an thol ogy called Va ri eties
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of Man/Boy Love.  He ex plains the role of ped er asts in
homosexualist ac tiv ism:

Al most ev ery one of the early openly ho mo sex ual writ ers
was a ped er ast.  Ped er asty was a con stant theme of early
gay lit er a ture, art, and por nog ra phy.  The Stone wall ri ots
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were pre cip i tated by an in ci dent in volv ing an un der age
drag queen, yet that de tail was not viewed as sig nif i cant.
Curtis Price, a four teen-year-old, self-described “rad i cal
hus tler,” formed the first gay lib er a tion or ga ni za tion in
Bal ti more.  Many of the lead ers of early gay lib er a tion
and the found ers of the ma jor gay groups in the U.S. were
boy-lovers (Reeves in Pascal:47).  

An other of the early lead ers of the “gay rights” move -
ment was Da vid Thorstad, also a self-identified ped er ast.
Thorstad was pres i dent of the Gay Ac tiv ist Al li ance (Stop
Pro moting Ho mo sex u al ity Ha waii News let ter, No vem ber,
1994:6), one of the larg est of the groups which formed in
New York in the wake of the Stone wall riot.  The GAA in -
vented “the strat egy of ‘zap ping’ pol i ti cians,” writes
Marotta, “that would later be come [its] trade mark...[they]
had learned that ho mo sex u als could in fil trate po lit i cal gath -
er ings and make them selves heard through sheer brash -
ness” (Marotta:137).  The GAA also de vel oped the strat egy 
of us ing these “care fully staged con fron ta tions” to force
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pol i ti cians to en act “anti-discrimination” pol i cies
(ibid.:150).  The GAA re or ga nized early in 1974 as the Na -
tional Gay and Les bian Task Force (Adam:88). 

Thorstad, along with Reeves and oth ers, later went on
to form the North Amer i can Man/Boy Love As so ci a tion in
Boston in 1978 (NAMBLA Bul le tin, Sep tem ber, 1992:2).
NAMBLA, which is the larg est “ped er ast rights” or ga ni za -
tion in the coun try, cloaks its agenda in rhet o ric about con -
cern for the rights of chil dren to have “sex ual free dom.”
(Pascal:49).  In re cent years NAMBLA has come un der at -
tack by some el e ments of the “gay rights” al li ance, who
have tried to ex clude the group from some of the higher
pro file me dia events.  But this has evoked a vi o lent re -
sponse from its de fend ers.  When NAMBLA was de nied a
role in the 1986 Los An geles “Gay Pride Pa rade,” marcher
Harry Hay donned a sweat shirt printed with the leg end,
“NAMBLA Walks With Me.”  Timmons writes that Hay,
“could not con tain his out rage” that NAMBLA was ex -
cluded (Timmons:296).  More re cently, as re ported in the
NAMBLA Bul le tin, Hay was a fea tured speaker at
NAMBLA’s an nual mem ber ship con fer ence, June 24-25,
1994:

[He] gave an in spir ing talk about re claim ing for the 1990’s 
the spirit of ho mo erotic shar ing and love from var i ous an -
cient Greek tra di tions of ped er asty.  A re mark ably bal -
anced and sen si tive ac count of the con fer ence ap peared in
the Au gust 23 Ad vo cate from a writer who was in vited to
at tend (NAMBLA Bul le tin, Sep tem ber, 1994:3).  

Other homosexualist-run “chil dren’s-rights” or ga ni za -
tions in clude the Rene Guyon So ci ety, which was formed in 
1962 “to make it pos si ble for adults to pro vide sex ual stim -
u la tion for vir tu ally all chil dren” (Rueda:177), and a group
called Pro ject Truth (NAMBLA Bul le tin, Sep tem ber, 1994). 
(While we’re dis cuss ing ho mo sex ual splin ter groups we
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should men tion the Eulenspiegel So ci ety, formed in 1971
to pro mote “Sado-masochist rights” for ho mo sex u als
whose “spe cial con cern is free dom for sex ual mi nor i ties
and par tic u larly those whose sex u al ity em braces S/M” —
Rueda:175). 

Mem ber ship of groups such as these in the In ter na tional 
Les bian and Gay As so ci a tion (ILGA) caused it to be ex -
pelled from the United Na tions Eco nomic and So cial Coun -
cil in Sep tem ber of 1993.  At tempting to fore stall its
ex pul sion, ILGA tried to sep a rate it self from ped er ast
groups but quickly learned that sup port for the “boy-lovers” 
was too deeply en trenched in the as so ci a tion.  ILGA’s
ouster of ten-year mem ber NAMBLA and a cou ple of other
high-profile groups caused Eu ro pean ped er ast mem -
ber-organizations to step for ward in pro test.  Di vi sion
within ILGA con tin ues (NAMBLA Bul le tin, Sep tem ber
1994:3).

An other apol o gist for ped er asty is Larry Kramer,
founder of ACT-UP.  In Re port from the Ho lo caust: The
Making of an AIDS Ac tiv ist, Kramer had this to say about
adult/child sex: “In those in stances where chil dren do have
sex with their ho mo sex ual el ders, be they teach ers or any -
one else, I sub mit that of ten, very of ten, the child de sires the 
ac tiv ity, and per haps even so lic its it” (Kramer:234).  Ac -
cord ing to Reeves, “Queer Na tion and Act-Up” were home
to “both boys and men” who wanted “ad di tional cul tural
ac tiv ity be yond...their il le gal re la tion ships” (Reeves in
Pascal:73). 

Pedophilia and its pro mo tion is not lim ited to male ho -
mo sex u als.  Vir ginia Uribe, a les bian teacher in Los An -
geles, has been at the fore front of a move ment to “af firm
gay teen ag ers,” through school-based pro-homosexual
“coun sel ing” (Ho mo sex u al ity, the Class room and Your
Children, 1992)  Her own pro gram, called Pro ject 10
(named for the oft-quoted “sta tis tic” of 10% ho mo sex u al ity 
in the U.S. pop u la tion, a fig ure dem on strated in sev eral re -
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cent stud ies to be nearer 2%), in cluded a book for young
peo ple called One Teen ager in Ten.  This “re source” for
trou bled teens fea tures lu rid por no graphic sto ries, in clud -

ing a graphic les bian sex scene
be tween a twelve-year-old girl
and her twenty-three-year-old
dance teacher.  The ap par ent
goal is to ac ti vate chil dren’s
sex u al ity at in creas ingly youn -
ger ages.  At a con fer ence pro -
mot ing Pro ject 10 to pub lic
school teach ers in Or e gon,
Uni ver sity of Wash ing ton so -
ci ol o gist Pep per Schwartz ad -
mits tar get ing pre pu bes cent
chil dren for “af fir ma tion,” say -
ing, “At this point, get ting the

ma jor ity to say ‘gay’ is good’ at nine or ten years old is go -
ing to be dif fi cult, but just be cause it is dif fi cult does n’t
mean it’s not the right thing” (Ho mo sex u al ity, the Class -
room and Your Children, 1992).

The ben e fi cia ries of “sex ual free dom” for chil dren and
teens are of ten pred a tory adult ho mo sex u als.  The Na tional
Gay and Les bian Task Force is on re cord that “gay teens
should be sup ported in com ing out” (Mulshine:10), but
writer Paul Mulshine notes that “the guid ance, and the sex,
tends to come from adult gays who bring the teens out...A
study pub lished in the Jour nal of Pe di at rics showed that of
a sam ple of gay teen ag ers who had steady sex ual part ners,
the mean age of the part ners was 25 years” (ibid.:10).  He
cites a “1985 study of ar rests in 12 U.S. ju ris dic tions [for
child sex abuse, which] showed...on av er age, about 40 per -
cent of ar rests for pederastic ho mo sex u als” (ibid.:11).

Though some deny that the “right” of adults to have sex
with chil dren re mains a fun da men tal com po nent of the
“gay rights” move ment, the ev i dence sug gests oth er wise.
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Alyson Pub li ca tions, the lead ing pub lisher of “gay” ti tles,
mar kets books aimed at pre-schoolers, such as Daddy’s
Room mate and Heather Has Two Mommies, right along -
side Gay Sex: A Man ual for Men Who Love Men.  The lat -
ter con tains de tailed in struc tions for pedophiles and
ped er asts on how to suc cess fully avoid dis cov ery and ar -
rest.  “Avoid sit u a tions,” ad vises au thor Jack Hart, “where a 
num ber of men have sex with the same boy, or group of
boys, over a pe riod of time” (Hart:123).  No doubt these
guide lines are grate fully re ceived by ped er asts in the com -
mu nity, a con stit u ency that is larger than most peo ple re al -
ize.  For ex am ple, Reeves claimed in a 1979 speech that he
per son ally had met “over 500 men” who “were strug gling
with their at trac tion to boys.”  “Al most to a man,” said
Reeves, “they are teach ers and boy scout lead ers and boys
club lead ers” (Rueda:97).  

Scouts Under Siege

For tu nately, Amer ica’s ver sion of the Wandervoegel,
the Boy Scouts of Amer ica, has largely been spared the
prob lems as so ci ated with its Ger man cousin.  This can be
at trib uted to its com mit ment to Judeo-Christian ide als as
rep re sented in its pledge to be “rev er ent to ward God”
(Hillcourt:10).  Still, the num ber of ho mo sex u als that have
in fil trated the or ga ni za tion is alarm ing.  From 1973 to 1993
over 1,416 scout lead ers were ex pelled for sex u ally abus ing 
boys (The Wash ing ton Times, June 15, 1993).  

Be gin ning in 1991 and con tin u ing to the pres ent time,
the Boy Scouts have been tar geted by “gay rights” mil i tants 
for their pol icy against al low ing ho mo sex u als to be scout
lead ers.  An os ten si bly “spon ta ne ous” out cry against the
Boy Scouts arose across the coun try, led by the
once-venerable United Way agency, which pulled its fund -
ing from the Scouts in var i ous cit ies.  United Way’s fund ing 
with drawal was quickly fol lowed by other ho mo sex -
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ual-controlled or co-opted en ti ties in clud ing Levi Strauss,
Wells Fargo, Seafirst Bank and Bank of Amer ica (which
later re versed it self) (Or e go nian, July 11, 1992).
Self-admitted les bian, Roberta Achtenberg, then serv ing on 
the San Fran cisco Board of Su per vi sors, led a cam paign to
co erce the Bank of Amer ica into sup port for the ho mo sex u -
als’ de mands. Shortly there af ter, Achtenberg was ap -
pointed As sis tant Sec re tary for the De part ment of Housing
and Ur ban De vel op ment (Los An geles Times, Jan u ary 29,
1993), one of more than two dozen ho mo sex u als ap pointed
to high-level posts in the Clinton Ad min is tra tion (Grant,
1993:107).

In the streets, the Boy Scouts was mocked by “Queer
Scouts, a fo cus group of Queer Na tion” (Bay Area Re -
porter, Au gust 1, 1991), while homosexualists at the high -
est lev els of gov ern ment at tempted to in tim i date the or ga ni -
za tion into sub mis sion.  Sur geon Gen eral Joycelyn El ders
used her post to cas ti gate Scout of fi cials (U.S.A. To day,
June 2, 1994) and In te rior Sec re tary Bruce Bab bitt signed
an or der pro hib it ing Boy Scouts from vol un teer ing in na -
tional parks (The Wash ing ton Times, May 28, 1993).  In
San Fran cisco and San Diego the Boy Scouts were barred
from op er at ing day pro grams in the pub lic schools (San
Fran cisco Chron i cle, Sep tem ber 14, 1991) and in San
Diego, city of fi cials launched an in ves ti ga tion of the Scouts 
un der its le gal pow ers to pre vent “dis crim i na tion” against
ho mo sex u als (San Fran cisco Chron i cle, Oc to ber 18,
1992). 

So far the Boy Scouts have with stood the on slaught, but 
late in 1992 the or ga ni za tion re ceived a let ter from
NAMBLA pre dict ing that it will even tu ally suc cumb to ho -
mo sex ual de mands.  The let ter is ad dressed to Ben Love,
Chief Scout Ex ec u tive, Boy Scouts of Amer ica, and was
pub lished in the NAMBLA Bul le tin, No vem ber, 1992:
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Dear Mr. Love,

    At its 16th mem ber ship con fer ence, held in Chi cago,
Au gust 7-9-1992, the North Amer i can Man/Boy Love
As so ci a tion unan i mously adopted the fol low ing res o lu -
tion:
    “NAMBLA calls on the Boy Scouts of Amer ica to
cease its dis crim i na tion against openly gay or les bian per -
sons in the ap point ment of its scout mas ters.  This will
per mit scouts to be ex posed to a va ri ety of life styles and
will per mit more of those in di vid u als who gen u inely wish 
to serve boys to do so.”
    I feel es pe cially hon ored to have been asked to alert you 
of this res o lu tion...I have also been a scout and a scout
leader and share with so many in NAMBLA af fec tion for
the move ment.
    We rec og nize, of course, that the ac tion for which we
call is in ev i ta ble.  What a great added con tri bu tion your
or ga ni za tion will make pos si ble to all the boys and girls
who par tic i pate in it when you take this step.  May it be
taken in the near fu ture.
     We share a com mon mis sion — to bring greater un der -
stand ing and light and pur pose to the young as they grow.
We in vite you to join with us in cher ish ing in di vid ual in -
teg rity, and in seek ing the op por tu nity for ev ery boy and
girl in our coun try to find their own truth.  We en cour age
you to help ev ery per son as so ci ated with your or ga ni za -
tion to be able to ex press those val ues from them selves
which to them rep re sent for them selves the Good, the
True, and the Beau ti ful.  As we work to gether to ward
these ends Light will guide our way.

We ex press these sen ti ments most re spect fully,
Very Cor dially,

Leland Stevenson
Co-Recording Sec re tary, NAMBLA (NAMBLA Bul le -
tin, No vem ber 1992.  Em pha sis ours).
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Stevenson’s let ter is rem i nis cent of the one Wil -
helm Jansen sent to Wandervoegel par ents in which he
told them, “you will have to ac cus tom your selves  to the
pres ence of so-called ho mo sex u als in your ranks”
(Mills:167).  As we see, how ever, Stevenson’s ideo log i -
cal al lies have far greater po lit i cal power in the United
States to day than Jansen’s had in Ger many in 1912.

On June 28, 2000, the Boy Scouts pre vailed in the
land mark Su preme Court case of Dale v. Boy Scouts of 
Amer ica.  Dale, an open ho mo sex ual, had sued the
Scouts un der a New Jer sey anti-discrimination stat ute
for de ny ing him the op por tu nity to be a scout leader.
The court ruled that forc ing the Boy Scouts to ac cept
prac tic ing ho mo sex u als would vi o late their con sti tu -
tional right of “ex pres sive as so ci a tion.” Rather than
ac cept ing this rul ing, how ever, the “gay” move ment
stepped up its cam paign against the Scouts, tar get ing
the do nor base of the or ga ni za tion.  To this date, the
Boy Scouts has stood firm.  

Un for tu nately, the moral cour age of the Boy
Scouts of Amer ica is not shared by all youth or ga ni za -
tions.  The Girl Scouts al lows les bian lead ers in its or -
ga ni za tion and has ex pelled at least one het ero sex ual
leader who re fused to keep this pol icy se cret from par -
ents.  Brenda Mailand, a Girl Scout em ployee in Lan -
sing Mich i gan was fired af ter she re fused to sign the
fol low ing pledge:

As an em ployee of the Mich i gan Capitol Girl Scout Coun -
cil, you may not proactively in form mem bers, par ents of
mem bers, pro spec tive mem bers or par ents of pro spec tive
mem bers, or mem bers of the gen eral pub lic (in clud ing
me dia) of the Coun cil’s and GSUSA’s po si tion on sex ual
ori en ta tion (Pri vate let ter, Feb ru ary 9, 1993).
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The Big Brothers/Big Sis ters or ga ni za tion ac tively pro -
motes “gay rights” through its or ga ni za tion.  In 1991 Big
Brother/Big Sis ters’ Board of Di rec tors lob bied the Boy
Scouts to change its pol icy against ho mo sex ual lead ers,
say ing “the use of ‘non-traditional’ vol un teers in the ser -
vice de liv ery to youth can serve the best in ter est of chil -
dren” (Pri vate let ter, Au gust 9, 1991).  Ho mo sex ual “big
broth ers” and “big sis ters” are ac tively re cruited in some
cit ies (Just Out, March 1, 1993). 

Ab sent a re ver sal in Amer i can cul tural trends, it seems
likely that the bar rier to adult-child sex will fall in the
not-too-distant fu ture.   What then?  Can any so ci ety hope to 
es cape di sas ter whose cit i zens have, to such a pro found de -
gree, lost the ca pac ity to re strain them selves and oth ers re -
gard ing sex ual perversion? We can not nec es sar ily pre dict
the fu ture from what hap pened in Ger many, but the pos si -
bil ity of fol low ing a sim i lar path is very real.  That path
leads from sex ual li cense to vi o lence, murder and sa dis tic
cru elty. 
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Atrocities

“The wicked prowl on ev ery side when vile ness 
is ex alted among the sons of men” Psalms 12:10.

Has sex ual per ver sion led to in creas ing vi o lence in
Amer ica?  For tu nately, to this point Amer ica has not ex pe -
ri enced the wide-scale atroc i ties per pe trated by the Na zis in 
Ger many, but the ac tions of cer tain male ho mo sex u als in
re cent his tory are rem i nis cent of the worst SS butch ers. As
noted in a Jan u ary 21, 1984 ed i to rial in The New York
Times, “Many of the most vi o lent mul ti ple mur ders have
been com mit ted by ho mo sex ual males.” The cor re la tion is
even closer that the Times ob ser va tion would sug gest. Rob -
ert Hazelwood, a well-respected for mer agent of the FBI’s
Be hav ioral Sci ence unit, of fered the fol low ing in sights:

With ref er ence to your ques tion about ho mo sex ual kill -
ings, I will pro vide you with what I have learned in more
than 34 years of pro fes sional law en force ment ex pe ri ence, 
count less train ing and ed u ca tional pro grams pro vided by
the fo ren sic com mu ni ties (pa thol o gists, men tal health, le -
gal) and law en force ment, as well as my own ex pe ri ence
in hav ing con sulted on more than 4,000 ho mi cide cases
(cases in volv ing from 1-30 vic tims) in clud ing over 300
ho mi cides in volv ing ho mo sex ual males.

When a de ceased male is found nude or par tially
clothed and the mur der in volves “over kill” (i.e., much
more vi o lence than nec es sary to kill) and/or mul ti ple stab
wounds to the heart or throat and/or mu ti la tion of the gen i -
tals then the in ves ti ga tor be gins with the sup po si tion that
the crime is a ho mo sex ual-related mur der. From my own
ex pe ri ence, I can as sure you that this as sump tion is proven 
true in at least 95% of the cases (Pri vate let ter, July 12,
1999).
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Dr. Brian Clowes cites some alarm ing sta tis tics show -
ing that eight of the top ten se rial kill ers in the United States
were ho mo sex u als and that ho mo sex u als were re spon si ble
for 68 per cent of all mass mur ders (Clowes:97). The fol -
low ing is a list of nine lead ing ho mo sex ual se rial kill ers,
eight of which were among the top ten most pro lific kill ers
as of 1992. Clowes’ sources are listed in the text and are re -
printed from De bating the “Gay Rights” Is sue: 

Don ald Garvey: 37 Mur ders...[a] nurse’ s aide [who] was
con victed of 37 mur ders in Ken tucky and Ohio. Psy chol -
o gists tes ti fied that “Harvey said he was a ho mo sex ual.”
The New York Times, Au gust 20, and Au gust 17th, 1991. 

John Wayne Gacy: 33 Mur ders...[a] pro fessed ho mo sex -
ual ...who killed 33 young men and boys and bur ied them
in his base ment. The New York Times, Feb ru ary 22, 1980.

Pat rick Wayne Kear ney: 32 Mur ders...The New York
Times de scribed him as “an ac knowl edged ho mo sex ual”
and “...per pe tra tor of the ‘ho mo sex ual trash bag mur -
ders.’” The New York Times, July 27, 1977.

Bruce Da vis: 28 mur ders...killed 28 young men and boys
af ter hav ing sex with them. The New York Times, Jan u ary
21, 1984. 

Corll, Henley and Brooks: 32 Mur ders. Dean Corll,
Elmer Wayne Henley, and Da vid Owen Brooks were the
mem bers of a Texas ho mo sex ual tor ture/mur der ring that
cap tured and mu ti lated 27 young men. The New York
Times, July 27, 1974.

Juan Co rona: 25 Mur ders...an ad mit ted ho mo sex ual,
killed 25 male mi grant work ers. The New York Times ,
Oc to ber 4, 1972.

Jeffrey Dahmer: 17 Mur ders...a con victed child mo lester
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and prac tic ing and ad mit ted ho mo sex ual, lured 17 young
men and boys to his apart ment, had sex with them, then
killed them and dis mem bered them. He ate parts of his
vic tims bod ies...Dahmer was ac tive in “gay rights” or ga -
ni za tions and had par tic i pated in “gay pride” pa rades. Mi -
chael C. Buelow. “Po lice Be lieve Sus pect Killed 17.” The
Or e go nian, July 26, 1991, pages A1 and A24. Also: “Rel -
a tive in Dahmer Case Sues.” USA To day, Au gust 6, 1991,
page 3A. Also Oc to ber 1991 Fo cus on the Fam ily Let ter.

Ste phen Kraft: 16 Mur ders...killed at least 16 young men
af ter drug ging, sodomizing and tor tur ing them. Rob ert L.
Mauro. “The Na tion’s Leading Se rial Killers.” The Wan -
derer , Oc to ber 31, 1991.

Wil liam Bonin: 14 Mur ders...tor tured and killed 14 young 
men...had sex with his vic tims be fore and af ter they died.
Rob ert L. Mauro. “The Na tion’s Leading Se rial Killers.”
The Wan derer, Oc to ber 31, 1991. (Clowes:96)

Wil liam Bonin was ex e cuted by le thal in jec tion at Cal i -
for nia's San Quentin prison on Feb ru ary 23, 1996.  As re -
ported in the Or ange County Reg is ter, Feb ru ary 22, 1996,
Bonin, the so-called “Free way Killer,” killed at least 21
boys and young men and dumped their bod ies along Cal i -
for nia free ways (our orig i nal source men tioned only 14).
Af ter hav ing been  jailed in the early 1970s for rap ing boys,
Bonin had vowed that in the fu ture “there will be no wit -
nesses.”  
    Al though var i ous sto ries re ported that Bonin had raped
men at gun point in the army and had been en gaged in sex
with a man at the time of his fi nal ar rest, the me dia failed to
iden tify Bonin as “gay.” Stan dard “gay” rhet o ric de nies
that male-on-male child mo les ta tion qual i fies as ho mo sex -
ual con duct.  Here, the per pe tra tor clearly was ho mo sex ual
in his adult sex ual re la tions as well, but the “gay” la bel was
scru pu lously avoided.

Thomas Ham il ton of Dunblane, Scot land, is Brit ain's
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worst mass-murderer in mod ern his tory.  Ham il ton killed
16 chil dren at an el e men tary school on March 13, 1996.
Ac cord ing to The New York Times, Ham il ton was ob sessed
with boys. Ousted from the Boy Scouts in 1974 for “com -
plaints about un sta ble and pos si bly im proper be hav ior fol -
low ing a Scout camp,” Ham il ton later formed his own
boys’ club.  Once again, chil dren com plained that “he was
overly fa mil iar, made them take their shirts off and was ob -
sessed with pho to graph ing them.”  Up set that he had been
branded a “per vert,” Ham il ton ap par ently took his re venge
against the town of Dunblane by kill ing their chil dren.

In a spree of “gay-on-gay” vi o lence not seen since Nazi
Ger many, one ho mo sex ual man, Gaetan Dugas, was di -
rectly re spon si ble for kill ing over a thou sand ho mo sex ual
men by de lib er ately in fect ing them with the AIDS vi rus. In -
di rectly he may be re spon si ble for tens of thou sands, even -
tu ally per haps hun dreds of thou sands of AIDS deaths. One
of the first known AIDS car ri ers, Dugas was known as “Pa -
tient Zero” be cause he caused so many of the ear li est in fec -
tions (Clowes:97). 

Even af ter his di ag no sis Dugas “jus ti fied his con tin ued
sod omy with the ex cuse that he was free to do what he
wanted with his own body. Even when he was in the fi nal
stages of AIDS he would have anon y mous sex with men in
ho mo sex ual bath houses, and then show his sex ual part ners
his pur ple Kaposi’s Sar coma blotches, say ing, ‘Gay can cer. 
Maybe you’ll get it’” (“The Co lum bus of AIDS.” Na tional
Re view, No vem ber 6, 1987:19).

 As re ported in the Marin In de pend ent Journal, Feb ru -
ary 5, 1996, the first known mur der con nected to the
Internet re sulted from a ho mo sex ual en coun ter be tween
two men in East Wind sor, New Jer sey.  Af ter meet ing
“through an on line chat room, an elec tronic gath er ing place
for gay men,” they de cided to get to gether. “But their
offline meet ing Jan. 4 turned deadly, po lice say, when
George Hemenway shot Jesse Unger in the head, as a
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15-year-old boy looked on.”  Ac cord ing to the story, the
last ho mi cide in this Tren ton sub urb of 22,000 was 10 years
ago and also “stemmed from a ho mo sex ual ‘street en coun -
ter,’ po lice say.” 

Other ma jor news sto ries have had a ho mo sex ual el e -
ment that as sumes greater sig nif i cance when viewed in the
con text of the homo-fascist con nec tion.  For ex am ple, just
days af ter du Pont for tune heir John E. du Pont at tracted na -
tional at ten tion for his role in a shoot ing and a dra matic po -
lice stand off at his Penn syl va nia man sion, de tails of his
bi zarre pri vate life  be gan to emerge.  A sin gle man who
lived with his mother un til her re cent death, du Pont used
his per sonal for tune to sup port his hob bies, which cen tered
on tra di tion ally ul tra-masculine themes: col lect ing guns
and mil i tary ar ti facts (such as an ar mored per son nel car rier
he drove around his es tate) and col le giate-style
Greco-Roman wres tling. 
     A Gannett News Ser vice re port pub lished in the Jan u ary
30 edi tion of the Marin In de pend ent Jour nal con tains al le -
ga tions that du Pont was a ho mo sex ual who used his wealth
to re cruit oth ers into the ho mo sex ual life style.  “‘You re ally 
don't want to hear the whole truth.  It would blow you
away,’ said An dre Metzger, a wres tling coach who sued du
Pont for sex ual ha rass ment.  Metzger said du Pont used the
Foxcatcher train ing fa cil ity to gain ac cess ‘to kids and
adults’ for ho mo sex ual re la tion ships.” 

Around the turn of the mil len nium, Amer ica was
stunned by a string of mass mur ders in pub lic high schools. 
The most hor rific of these was the at tack by teen ag ers
Dylan Klebold and Eric Har ris on their class mates at Col -
um bine High in Little ton, Col o rado. Fif teen died that day,
in clud ing Klebold and Har ris, who com mit ted sui cide. 
There are two im por tant facts which are rel e vant to our
study. The first is that ac cord ing to fel low stu dents, the kill -
ers were ho mo sex ual.  The Gay To day news website
reported, in an ar ti cle ti tled “The Waking Dream: Ho mo -
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erotic vi o lence at Col um bine High,” that “ac cord ing to
some ac counts, Klebold and Harris were al leg edly ‘bi sex u -
als,’ which is a teen age code word for the “G” (gay) word,
which teens, es pe cially high school teens in Col o rado, can -
not use.” NAMBLA Bul le tin ed i tor, Bill Andrietti wrote
that 

A gay an gle sur faced al most as soon as the shoot ings hit
the news, with ru mors cir cu lat ing that the boys with the
bombs and guns were -- var i ously -- cer tainly gay, ab so -
lutely het ero sex ual, or self-avowed bi sex u als...Many gay 
pub lic re la tions ex perts thought it best to down play Eric
Har ris and Dylan Klebold’s pos si ble ho mo sex u al -
ity....[while a press re lease from the ho mo sex ual Met ro -
pol i tan Com mu nity Church re ported that] Cam pus jocks
re mem ber call ing Eric and Dylan “fag got,” “homo,” and
“queer” be cause “they show ered to gether” or “were seen
hold ing hands.”

But ask ing whether Klebold and Har ris were “re ally”
gay misses the point. Like a wick soaked in gas o line, their 
re la tion ship was soaked with homoeroticism. The theme
of brav ing death to gether in bat tle runs through the lit er a -
ture of queer love....In his di ary, one of the two spun out a
fan tasy of liv ing on an is land alone with the
other....Whether they had girl friends or not, Har ris and
Klebold shared a pact unto death that, if twisted hor ri bly,
also was ro man tic (Andrietti, Bill. “Ho mo sex u al ity and
the Mas sa cre, The Guide, June 1999).

   

The sec ond rel e vant fact is that the kill ers de lib er ately
se lected April 20th to launch their kill ing spree be cause it
was Adolf Hit ler’s birth day. This choice was at trib uted, by
sur viv ing stu dents, to the fact that “they be lieved in...what
Adolf Hit ler did”....“They’re white su prem a cists” (Meek,
James Gordon. “Little ton’s Ca su alties of War,” Grid lock
Mag a zine, un dated, quot ing from The Wash ing ton Times
and The Wash ing ton Post).   

Not all of the school mass kill ers were al leged to be ho -
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mo sex u als, al though a pos si ble ho mo sex ual con nec tion
was raised in sev eral of the in ci dents with the high est num -
ber of vic tims. Mi chael Carneal killed three and wounded
five stu dents as the vic tims prayed to gether at Heath High
School in Paducah, Ken tucky. Carneal de nied be ing a ho -
mo sex ual, but had been ac cused of be ing “gay” by fel low
stu dents (Martinac, Paula. “Les bian No tions” Called Out
LGBT Re li gious News Ser vice, May 24, 1999). 

Mitch ell John son (13), the older of the two boys who
killed five and wounded ten at Westside Mid dle School in
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Jonesboro, Ar kan sas had been re peat edly sex u ally abused
by a rel a tive of his day care pro vider when he was six or
seven years old. It is as sumed that the abuser was male. (Ar -
kan sas Dem o crat Ga zette, April 7, 1998). 

Luke Woodham at trib uted his mur der of his mother and 
two stu dents (nine oth ers were wounded) to rage over a
failed ro mance with a girl, but he had also been an gered
over be ing called “gay” at school (Time.com, July 6, 1998).  
By it self, this is rather un per sua sive ev i dence that
Woodham strug gled with ho mo sex u al ity. How ever, we
find it most in ter est ing that in a pre-rampage ex plan a tory
note to a male friend, Woodham re ferred those who would
be look ing for clues about his mo tives to a sec tion from The 
Gay Sci ence by Friederich Nietz sche (The Cincinnati Post
website, 11-09-98).  The sec tion con tains Nietz sche’s fa -
mous com men tary on the theme that “God is dead.”  The
Gay Sci ence is not about ho mo sex u al ity, but we won der if
ref er ence to it might be in tended to con vey a cryp tic mes -
sage about Woodham’s strug gles. (Nietz sche’s ho mo sex u -
al ity is an ac knowl edged fact in “gay” cir cles these days --
see Charles Stone, “Of Whom Nietz sche dreamed,” Har -
vard Gay and Les bian Re view, Win ter 1999.)  In ter est ingly, 
Woodham iden ti fied this and two other books as his fa vor -
ites: Necronomicon, a book of magic, and Mein Kampf
(ibid.).

More sig nif i cant than the pos si ble ho mo sex ual in cli na -
tions of the kill ers is the fact that school shoot ings have
arisen in the con text of ram pant moral de gen er acy among
stu dents. The de gree to which Amer ica’s chil dren have
been cor rupted was doc u mented in a 1999 PBS Frontline
spe cial “The Lost Children of Rock dale County.” Fol low -
ing a 1996 out break of syph i lis among teen ag ers in the mid -
dle-class com mu nity of Rock dale, Geor gia, of fi cials were
shocked to learn that large num bers of lo cal school chil dren, 
from twelve years old and up, were rou tinely en gag ing in
group sex to gether. Girls of four teen were ad mit ting to hav -
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ing had from 30-100 sex part ners. Not only were the chil -
dren not ashamed of their ac tions, ac cord ing to one health
care worker, stu dents were “laugh ing and high-fiving” each 
other as they tested pos i tive for syph i lis. 

Three years later, on the one-month an ni ver sary of the
Col um bine mas sa cre, Rock dale County be came the site of
its own school shoot ing.  Fif teen-year-old Thomas Sol o -
mon shot and wounded six of his fel low stu dents at Her i -
tage High School in the city of Conyers  (Grigg, Wil liam
Nor man. “An other Lost Gen er a tion?,” The New Amer i can,
Oc to ber 23, 2000).  Grigg writes

To [the] grim in di ces of cul tural de cline must be added the 
re cently coined cat e gory of “school shoot ers” -- mur der -
ous teen age so cio paths....One of the most po tent in dict -
ments of our de gen er ate cul ture is found in the...FBI
re port “The School Shooter: A Threat As sess ment Per -
spec tive”...list ing the warn ing signs in tended to help
school of fi cials rec og nize and eval u ate po ten tial shoot ers
within their stu dent pop u la tions. Rel a tively few so cial
com men ta tors have been will ing to ex plore the un spo ken
as sump tion be hind that re port -- namely, that our pres ent
cul ture...can be ex pected to gen er ate teen age mass mur -
der ers on a reg u lar ba sis (ibid.).

                          

As we can see, our na tion is al ready reap ing the de struc -
tive con se quences of hav ing em braced the “gay” ethic of
sex ual li cense. Once a na tion of high moral val ues and
strong fam i lies, we are now a frac tured and mor ally
confused so ci ety.  It is not cer tain that we shall go the way
of Ger many, but ab sent a re ver sal of the cur rent trend, it is
very likely that we shall face some form of cul tural di sas ter
be fore the homosexualization of Amer ica is complete.               
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Chap ter Ten

CLOSING THOUGHTS

The Danger of “Gay Rights”

Scott Lively

I am writ ing this con clu sion to the third edi tion on the
same day that Pres i dent Bill Clinton has called for “hate
crimes” leg is la tion based on “sex ual ori en ta tion” (code
words for ho mo sex u al ity).  A few  days ago, in an act un -
prec e dented in the his tory of the pres i dency, Mr. Clinton
aligned him self with the ho mo sex ual cause at a fund-raiser
for the Hu man Rights Cam paign Fund, the “gay” move -
ment’s larg est po lit i cal ac tion com mit tee.  Knowing what it
cost this pres i dent in 1993 to en dorse “gays in the mil i tary,” 
I am won der ing what “gay” lead ers might have prom ised
the pres i dent in ex change for this new en dorse ment.  Or can 
it be that pub lic per cep tion of the “gay” move ment has
changed so much that the Clinton ad min is tra tion (no to ri ous 
for its re li ance on polls and “fo cus groups”) has de cided
that it is now safe for the pres i dent to iden tify him self and
his of fice with the “gay” po lit i cal agenda.

This ques tion has per sonal sig nif i cance for me, since I
was one of the few peo ple to pub licly chal lenge
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then-candidate Clinton on his sup port for “gay” is sues dur -
ing his first run for pres i den tial of fice.  In re sponse to my
ques tions dur ing a live Town Hall tele vi sion pro gram (si -
mul cast from Se at tle, Wash ing ton and Port land, Or e gon),
Mr. Clinton said he was against pro mot ing ho mo sex u al ity
as a valid, al ter na tive life style to young peo ple.  At that time 
he also af firmed the right of the Boy Scouts to ex clude
“gay” scout lead ers. 

I raise this is sue to con trast the be nign pub lic im age of
“gays” with the face of the “gay” move ment that we have
seen in these pages.  Those whose per cep tions of the “gay”
move ment have been shaped pri mar ily by the pop u lar me -
dia may find Pres i dent Clinton's pro-“gay” po lit i cal ac tions
ap pro pri ate, even laud able.  Such peo ple have been per -
suaded that “gays” are so ci ety's vic tims in need of pro tec -
tion.  But the “gay” move ment I have seen and in ves ti gated
is nei ther be nign, nor are its mem bers “vic tims.”  It is vi -
cious, de cep tive and enor mously pow er ful.  Its phi los o phy
is Ma chi a vel lian and its tac tics are (lit er ally) Hitlerian.  

What ex plains the di chot omy of per spec tives on the
“gay” move ment?  If any of the facts in this book are true,
then the im age of the “gay” move ment Bill Clinton and
other pro-“gay” opin ion makers would like you to ac cept
can not be true.   Are typ i cal het ero sex ual sup port ers of “gay 
rights” sim ply un con cerned about the as so ci a tion of ho mo -
sex u al ity with per sonal and so ci etal dys func tion and vi o -
lence?  Or have these pre sum ably well-intentioned peo ple
been de nied com plete in for ma tion?   

I have al ways been cau tious of the word con spir acy, yet
this is the word which best de scribes how the “gate keep ers” 
of Amer i can pop u lar cul ture have helped to shape pub lic
opin ion on this is sue.  The truth about ho mo sex u al ity and
the Nazi Party (in deed most in for ma tion that might re flect
neg a tively on the “gay” move ment) ap pears to have been
de lib er ately sup pressed.  We know that so-called “gay
rights” has be come a vir tual cause ce le bre among the
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self-styled cul tural elites in gov ern ment, ac a de mia and the
news and en ter tain ment me dia.  Over fifty years ago Sam -
uel Igra also ob served that homosexualism “had be come a
ver i ta ble cult among the rul ing classes” in Ger many prior to 
the rise of Hit ler.  I have come to be lieve that Amer ica's cul -
tural elit ists, per ceiv ing them selves to be the moral ar bi ters
of our so ci ety and the pro tec tors of “gays,” have used their
power and their po si tions to pro tect and shield the “gay”
move ment from all un fa vor able pub lic ity.  More than this,
they have col luded to pro mote an im age of “gays” as ster -
ling cit i zens.

When I ini tially learned the truths set forth in this book,
I was first as ton ished and then an gered.  Why had this in for -
ma tion never sur faced dur ing the many months in which
the Or e gon cam paign to stop the “gay” agenda was con tin -
u ally be ing com pared (in the lo cal and na tional me dia) to
the Nazi re gime?  The in for ma tion is cer tainly not hid den.
Any one with the most ba sic re search skills could eas ily find 
many of the two hun dred-odd sources we have cited in this
book.  Are we to be lieve that the hun dreds of trained jour -
nal ists, col lege pro fes sors and pol i ti cians who helped guide 
the de bate on that cam paign (and many sim i lar events)
failed to dis cover any of these sources?  We must as sume
that at least some of these pro fes sion als knew of these facts
but de cided not to in form the pub lic.   At best  this rep re -
sents an ap pall ing level of ar ro gance (al low ing that they
might have dis re garded these facts as not cred i ble — de ny -
ing “com mon” peo ple the right to make up their own
minds).  The more plau si ble (and more fright en ing) con clu -
sion is that the facts were with held be cause of their likely
neg a tive im pact on the “gay” move ment.

“Gay” po lit i cal power de rives in large part from the
pub lic per cep tion that ho mo sex u als are vic tims.  As Kirk
and Pill so baldly ad mit ted in The Over hauling of Straight
Amer ica, “gays must be cast as vic tims in need of pro tec -
tion so that straights will be in clined by re flex to as sume the 
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role of pro tec tor.”  What would hap pen to the pro tec tive in -
stinct of Amer i cans if they knew that many of the worst vil -
lains of the Third Reich were “gay”?  How closely would
Amer ica scru ti nize the “gay” agenda if “homoeroticism”
were re vealed as the very foun da tion of Na zism? (And I be -
lieve the move ment would not sur vive such scru tiny). The
ev i dence points to a con spir acy of si lence — a nearly uni -
ver sal self-censorship by the same opin ion-makers who
mock con spir acy the o ries and de cry any form of cen sor -
ship.

If the facts in this book are true, and if it is also true that
the “gate keep ers” of our pub lic in for ma tion are de lib er ately 
keep ing these facts from us, can we hope to ed u cate our fel -
low cit i zens be fore the “gay agenda” plunges this na tion
into so cial chaos? The out come is un cer tain.  Surely, how -
ever, there have been times in the past when the in ev i ta ble
rep e ti tions of his tory were de railed by a few warn ing
voices.  It is our hope that the facts we have pre sented here
will pen e trate the fog of me dia-sponsored mis in for ma tion
and “po lit i cal cor rect ness.” 

Have we ex ag ger ated the ur gency of our task?  I think
not.  The fu ture of Amer ica, in deed of civ i li za tion it self, de -
pends upon the pres er va tion of the nat u ral fam ily -- God’s
model for ef fec tive hu man so ci ety and the train ing ground
for healthy hu man re la tion ships.  Yet the goal of the “gay”
move ment is the de val u a tion of the Judeo-Christian sex ual
ethic (mo nog a mous het ero sex ual fam ily-centered mar -
riage) and its re place ment with a “gay” af firm ing pa gan al -
ter na tive.

The “gay” move ment in Amer ica (as con trasted with
the Ger man ver sion) is dif fer ent in style but not in sub -
stance.  It re mains char ac ter is ti cally self ish and he do nis tic,
but more im por tantly it con tin ues to be de fined by what it is
against: Judeo-Christian fam ily-based so ci ety. This “gay”
vi sion for Amer ica is best de fined in a widely cir cu lated sa -
tir i cal es say writ ten by a homosexualist un der the pseud -
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onym “Mi chael Swift” (prob a bly to re mind us of the
po lit i cal sat ire of Jon a than Swift. Al though the writer in -
tends to dis credit this view of the ho mo sex ual agenda, its
very el o quence (in the con text of our study) be lies this at -
tempt. Echoing from the an cient Spar tan cul ture, from the
Teu tons, from the Knights Templar, from the SA un der
Ernst Roehm, and now from the Amer i can “gay rights”
move ment co mes this, our fi nal glimpse into the fas cist
heart of homosexualism:

This es say is ou tre, mad ness, a tragic, cruel fan tasy, an
erup tion of in ner rage, on how the op pressed dream of be -
ing the op pres sor.
   We shall sodomize your sons, em blems of your fee ble
mas cu lin ity, of your shal low dreams and vul gar lies. We
shall se duce them in your schools [Pro ject 10], in your
dor mi to ries [forced ho mo sex ual room mates], in your
gym na si ums, in your locker rooms, in your sports are nas,
in your sem i nar ies, in your youth groups [ Wandervoegel , 
Boy Scouts], in your movie the ater bath rooms, in your
army bunk houses [“gays in the mil i tary”], in your truck
stops, in your all-male clubs, in your houses of Con gress,
wher ever men are with men to gether. Your sons will be -
come our min ions and do our bid ding. They will be re cast 
in our im age. They will come to crave and adore us.
   Women, you cry for your free dom. You say you are no
lon ger sat is fied with men; they make you un happy [rad i -
cal fem i nism, les bian sep a rat ist move ment]. We, con -
nois seurs of the mas cu line face, the mas cu line phy sique,
shall take your men from you then. We will amuse them;
we will em brace them when they weep. Women, you say
you wish to live with each other in stead of men. Then go
ahead and be with each other. We shall give your men
plea sures they have never known be cause we are fore -
most men too and only one man knows how to truly
please an other man; only one man can un der stand with
depth and feel ing the mind and body of an other man.
     All laws ban ning ho mo sex ual ac tiv ity will be re voked
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[anti-discrimination or di nances, mi nor ity sta tus based on
ho mo sex u al ity]. In stead, leg is la tion shall be passed which 
en gen ders love be tween men [graphic “pro-gay” sex and
AIDS ed u ca tion, man da tory “sen si tiv ity train ing,”]. 
     All ho mo sex u als must stand to gether as broth ers; we
must be united ar tis ti cally, philo soph i cally, so cially, po lit -
i cally and fi nan cially [the multi-faceted and pow er ful
“gay rights” move ment]. We will tri umph only when we
pres ent a com mon face to the vi cious het ero sex ual en emy
[sup pres sion of in ter ne cine con flicts and other neg a tive
in for ma tion about ho mo sex u als by the homosexualist
dom i nated me dia].
     If you dare to cry fag got, fairy, queer, at us, we will stab
you in your cow ardly hearts and de file your dead puny
bod ies [“hate crimes,” speech codes, fines].
     We shall write po ems of the love be tween men; we shall
stage plays in which man openly ca resses man [the play
Bent  and a mul ti tude of oth ers; the les bian coun ter part in
the tele vi sion show,  El len]; we will make films about the
love be tween he roic men which will re place the cheap, su -
per fi cial, sen ti men tal, in sipid, ju ve nile, het ero sex ual in -
fat u a tions pres ently dom i nat ing your cin ema screens
[Hol ly wood pro mo tion of ho mo sex ual “love-making”
and of the “gay rights” agenda in mov ies and tele vi sion].
We shall sculpt stat ues of beau ti ful young men, of bold
ath letes which will be placed in your parks, your squares,
your pla zas [pub lic fund ing of ho mo sex ual por nog ra phy
by the Na tional En dow ment for the Arts, Na tional Pub lic
Broad cast ing Servic e ]. The mu se ums of the world will be
filled only with the paint ings of grace ful, na ked lads. 
    Our writ ers will make love be tween men fash ion able
and de rigeur, and we will suc ceed be cause we are ad ept at 
set ting styles [in ven tion of “gay-speak” — “gay,” “ho mo -
pho bia,” “di ver sity,” “sex ual ori en ta tion”]. We will elim i -
nate het ero sex ual li ai sons through us age of the de vices of
wit and rid i cule which we are skilled in em ploy ing.
     We will un mask the pow er ful ho mo sex u als who mas -
quer ade as het ero sex u als [out ing]. You will be shocked
and fright ened when you learn that your pres i dents and
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their sons, your in dus tri al ists, your sen a tors, your may -
ors, your gen er als, your ath letes, your film stars, your
tele vi sion per son al i ties, your civic lead ers, your priests
are not the safe, fa mil iar bour geois, het ero sex ual fig ures
you as sumed them to be. We are ev ery where [a com -
monly used bumper-sticker]; we have in fil trated your
ranks [stra te gic “sur prise” an nounce ments by “con ser va -
tive” ho mo sex u als, e.g. Mel White, for mer ghostwriter
for Chris tian lead ers]. Be care ful when you speak of ho -
mo sex u als be cause we are al ways among you; we may be 
sit ting across the desk from you; we may be sleep ing in
the same bed with you.
    There will be no com pro mises. We are not mid dle class
weak lings. Highly in tel li gent, we are the nat u ral aris to -
crats of the hu man race, and steely-minded aris to crats
never set tle for less [Brand/Friedlander, Fuehrer  prin ci -
ple]. Those who op pose us will be ex iled [the “Fems”].
      We shall raise vast, pri vate ar mies, as Mishima did, to
de feat you [Rossbach and Roehm, Fred er ick the Great].
We shall con quer the world be cause war riors in spired by
and banded to gether by ho mo sex ual love and honor are
in vin ci ble as were the an cient Greek sol diers [Plato's
Ban quet ].
   The fam ily unit — spawn ing ground of lies, be tray als,
me di oc rity, hy poc risy and vi o lence — will be abol ished
[ho mo sex ual “mar riage” and adop tion]. The fam ily unit,
which only damp ens imag i na tion and curbs free will,
must be elim i nated [Plato's Re pub lic]. Per fect boys will
be con ceived and grown in the ge netic lab o ra tory. They
will be bonded to gether in com mu nal set ting, un der the
con trol and in struc tion of ho mo sex ual sa vants [Sparta].
    All churches who con demn us will be closed [at tacks on 
the McIlhennys, St. Pat rick’s Ca the dral]. Our only gods
are hand some young men. We ad here to a cult of beauty,
moral and es the tic. All that is ugly and vul gar and ba nal
will be an ni hi lated [Kummerlings ].  Since we are alien -
ated from mid dle-class het ero sex ual con ven tions, we are
free to live our lives ac cord ing to the dic tates of the pure
imag i na tion [Nietz sche, Hit ler]. For us too much is not
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enough.
    The ex qui site so ci ety to emerge will be gov erned by an
elite com prised of gay po ets [Adolf Brand, Stefan George, 
Plato’s “phi los o pher-kings”]. One of the ma jor re quire -
ments for a po si tion of power in the new so ci ety will be in -
dul gence in the Greek pas sion [ped er asty]. Any man
con tam i nated with het ero sex ual lust will be au to mat i cally
barred from a po si tion of in flu ence [SA lead er ship]. All
males who in sist on re main ing stu pidly het ero sex ual will
be tried in ho mo sex ual courts of jus tice and will be come
in vis i ble men. 
     We shall re write his tory [Ho lo caust re vi sion ism, ex -
trav a gant claims that his tor i cal fig ures (like Lin coln) were 
ho mo sex ual], his tory filled and de based with your het ero -
sex ual lies and dis tor tions. We shall por tray the ho mo sex -
u al ity of great lead ers and think ers who have shaped the
world. We will dem on strate that ho mo sex u al ity and in tel -
li gence and imag i na tion are in ex tri ca bly linked, and that
ho mo sex u al ity is a re quire ment for true no bil ity, true
beauty in a man [Hans Blueher].
     We shall be vic to ri ous be cause we are filled with the fe -
ro cious bit ter ness of the op pressed who have been forced
to play seem ingly bit parts in your dumb, het ero sex ual
shows through out the ages [vic tim-plunder strat egy]. We
too are ca pa ble of fir ing guns and man ning the bar ri cades
of the ul ti mate rev o lu tion [ACT-UP, Queer Na tion, blood
ter ror ism].
     Trem ble, het ero swine, when we ap pear be fore you
with out our masks. 

(By Mi chael Swift, “Gay Rev o lu tion ary.” Re printed from
The Con gres sio nal Re cord . First printed in Gay Com mu -
nity News, Feb ru ary 15-21, 1987).
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B'' H

The Final Word 

Kevin E. Abrams

“The foun da tion of any ‘h uman’ civi li za tion is a moral and healthy
sex ual con sti tu tion, eve ry thing else is window- dressing.” 

The Je ru sa lem Post, May 21, 1996  

 Af ter we learn of the role “gays” played in the Na tional
So cial ist move ment, the Nazi at ti tude to wards ho mo sex u -
al ity may still seem con tra dic tory and con fus ing, a rid dle
only par tially solved.  We may still won der, if so many of
the lead ing Na zis were “gay,” why they would tar get ho mo -
sex u als for in car cer a tion or ex ter mi na tion as to day’s “gay”
ac tiv ists claim.  How can to day’s “gays,” who ex press so
lit tle re gard for Bib li cal eth ics, now por tray them selves as
joint vic tims with the very Jews who suf fered per se cu tion
and vir tual ex ter mi na tion at the hands of the largely “gay”
Na zis?  How do the of fi cial Nazi in vec tives against ho mo -
sex u al ity rec on cile with the fact that “gays” held key po si -
tions in the Nazi gov ern ment through out its des potic reign,
in clu sive of the Ho lo caust.  Were the Na zis then vic tims of
their own per se cu tion?

And why are we so com pel lingly urged by the Left to
sanc tion “gay rights,” when, as the wide spec trum of “gay”
and non-“gay” sources listed in this book’s bib li og ra phy in -
con tro vert ibly show, Ger many’s mil i tant “gays” were
largely re spon si ble for pro pel ling Hit ler into the Chan cel -
lor’s of fice?  And now, know ing the ex tent to which Ger -
man “gays” con trib uted to the suc cess of the Nazi
move ment, how should we in ter pret a loom ing “gay” swas -
tika over Amer ica?  
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Spiri tual Truth

Jew ish scholar Rabbi Sam son Ra phael Hirsch who
lived in the last cen tury, is re mem bered for his most pro -
found and ex ten sive trea tise on To rah phi los o phy. 
HOREB, mean ing Si nai (the moun tain where the orig i nal
To rah was given by God and re ceived by Mo ses), was writ -
ten and pub lished as a ref u ta tion to the Jew ish pre ten sions
of the Ger man Re form Re li gion, which, to day, is at the
fore front of the move ment to pro mote “gay rights” in
Amer ica’s Jew ish com mu nity and within Is rael. In op po si -
tion to both nat u ral and Di vine law, Re form has or dained
les bi ans as “rab bis” and sanc tioned “gay” un ions. “Gay”
Jews have also im posed them selves on the Ho lo caust, cyn i -
cally and prag mat i cally ex ploit ing the deaths of six mil lion
Jew ish men, women and chil dren as a dra matic met a phor to 
por tray them selves as vic tims, as if Hit ler had tar geted Jew -
ish ho mo sex u als pri mar ily be cause they were “gay.” But
what of the truth in his tory?

From an eth i cal mono the is tic per spec tive, Rabbi Hirsch 
points out in the fol low ing ex cerpt from HOREB, how it is
the pri mary con cern and duty of each of us to guard the dig -
nity of our fel low man: 

God, who cre ated man to be just, that is to say, to leave and 
give to all en ti ties in all their re la tions that which is their
due, has also en dowed his mind with the fac ulty of mir ror -
ing the re al ity of things in their var i ous re la tions so that
man may be able to per ceive the en ti ties and their re la -
tions, and, on the strength of this knowl edge, give to them
what the teach ings of jus tice lay down as their right. 

This re pro duc tion of re al ity in the mind is truth. Truth
there fore, is a pre con di tion of jus tice; for only ac cord ing
to the im age of the things and their re la tions which ap -
pears in man’s mind can man be have to wards them; if this
im age be false, his be hav ior will be dif fer ent from what is
due to them: he be comes un just. And thus, if noth ing else,
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jus tice it self - which is our Di vine call ing - will guar an tee
that, as far as that call ing of ours de mands, we shall be
able to per ceive the re al ity of ex ter nal things from their
re flec tion within our selves.

 God has knit ted to gether the com mu nity of man with
the vi tal thread of love, and has or dained that man should
rely on his brother for the spir i tual good - namely, truth.
But he who, in stead of truth fully ex press ing in words
what he has ex pe ri enced to be real, com mu ni cates a false
im age of it to his brother, who ac cepts it and bases his be -
hav ior on it - ei ther be ing un just to his fel low-creatures
or, hav ing a wrong con cep tion of their in ten tions to wards
him, be ing de stroyed by them - that man turns into a curse 
that su preme bless ing of the Cre ator; for he who de nies
truth to his brother, thus vi o lat ing the high est duty to -
wards him which God has im posed, calls down a curse -
he who lies calls down a curse. And as ma te rial prop erty
is valu able only as a means for a life de voted to jus tice,
and the liar steals the first con di tion of that jus tice -
namely, truth, and gives false hood in ex change, thus giv -
ing birth to in jus tice, the liar is even more dan ger ous than
the thief. 

The thief takes only the means of life as such, while the
liar takes those of a just life, pro duc ing, in turn, in jus tice -
and mis ery. For just as God links the su preme good, jus -
tice, to truth, so does He do the same with re gard to the
mi nor good, hap pi ness. For to ap pre ci ate the na ture of
things you rely on your knowl edge of them; and if some -
body de ceives you about their true na ture, he robs you of
a sup port or causes you to lean on a sup port that is in se -
cure. And by steal ing from an other di rectly some thing
pre cious - truth - and so in di rectly the most pre cious thing 
- jus tice - the liar also kills him self spir i tu ally; for he ex -
tin guishes in him self that Di vine spark which alone
makes of a him a hu man be ing cre ated for the ben e fit of
his fel low-men (Hirsch:248ff). [ And what of “gay
rights?” Never have so few taken so much from so many.]
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Who were the Na zis?

We must rec og nize who the Na zis were.  Ideo logically,
the Na zis were prag matic, tech no cratic, tribal pa gan util i -
tar i ans. They viewed hu man life with a de tached and cyn i -
cal prag ma tism. They ex ploited whom ever and what ever
they could to achieve their po lit i cal and mil i tary goals.
Typically, the Na zis ap proached such is sues as eu tha na sia,
ho mo sex u al ity and abor tion with a ruth less ex pe di ence.
Ster il iza tion and abor tion were pre ferred for any one clas si -
fied in fe rior or de fec tive (but never for healthy Ary ans). 

To the tech no cratic Nazi mind truth was dic tated by the
ne ces sity of the mo ment (deal ing thus in lies they brought a
curse upon them selves and all they touched). “De fec tives”
were euthanized and in fe ri ors ster il ized, while it was a
crime for Aryan maid ens to have abor tions. While pri vately 
tol er at ing and even pro mot ing ho mo sex u al ity, the Na zis
de nounced it fre quently in pub lic us ing trumped-up charges 
of ho mo sex u al ity to ar rest and re move those who dis agreed 
with Hit ler’s mil i tary and po lit i cal goals. For mer neo-Nazi
Ingo Hassellbach, in his re veal ing 1996 book, Fuh rer-Ex,
con firms how the util i tar ian Nazi dou ble stan dard was ap -
plied in other ar eas: “Op po si tion to abor tion  had been one
of the con sis tent planks in the Nazi plat form since the
Move ment’s be gin nings in the 1920s, and for a sim ple rea -
son: abor tion was race mur der. While per mis si ble, even de -
sir able, among the col ored women and Jews of the world,
among Ary ans it was the ul ti mate sin” (Hasselbach:111).

The Nazi ver sion of ra cial eu gen ics evolved into the
key po lit i cal and mil i tary plat form of the Nazi Party, which
en abled the Na zis to por tray the Jew ish peo ple as a de fec -
tive and in fe rior class, along with the phys i cally de formed
and other non-productive mem bers of Ger man so ci ety. In
ef fect, how ever, the Na zis sim ply pro jected their own de -
prav i ties upon the Jew ish peo ple, demonized and de hu man -
ized them, and then used them as scape goats as they
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them selves pro ceeded to plun der the world. Nazi ra cial the -
o ries served as a pre text to jus tify the elim i na tion of a peo -
ple whose deeper “of fense” was its com mit ment to an
un yield ing moral stan dard.  
    As Pro fes sor Giora Shoham ex plains in his book, Val -
halla, Cal vary & Auschwitz, the Na zis, like to day’s “gays,” 
“longed to shed the nor ma tive con straints of
Judaeo-Christian law and mor als and to re turn to the amoral 
ir re spon si bil ity of their pa gan ism. They re sented the Jews,
who sym bol ized to them the im po si tion of re straints on
their he do nis tic pa gan ism....When this sense of law and jus -
tice is re jected, the tribal chief tain, [and ho mo erotic war -
rior] reigns su preme. Thus, the separant power of Odin
knew no lim its; con se quently, the om nip o tence of Adolf
Hit ler, der Fuehrer, rec og nized no bound aries of law, mo -
ral ity or mercy” (Shoham:27). 

In creas ingly, as they emerge from the closet, to day’s
“gays” do bear a strik ing re sem blance to yes ter day’s Na zis. 

Left-Right Polarities

To un der stand the pa gan mind in this con text we must
rec og nize the truth about left-right po lar i ties in the po lit i cal
sphere.  With mi nor dis crep an cies, all left-wing ide ol ogy
can be iden ti fied as “re gres sive,” and right-wing ide ol ogy
as “pro gres sive.” Left-wing regressives in cite mu tual plun -
der, en cour age de pend ency and prag mat i cally as pire to the
low est com mon de nom i na tor. Gen u ine right-wing pro gres -
sive con ser va tives en cour age cre ativ ity, in spire mu tual af -
fir ma tion, trust and hu man pro duc tiv ity. By na ture, all
so cial ism falls on the re gres sive side, in that “so cial ism,” is
sim ply a po lit i cal ide ol ogy which of ten lacks a true sense of 
so cial jus tice. Evil dis guises it self as vir tue (e.g., the goal of 
ra cial pu rity) be cause it has no life of its own (which is why
sad bond age wishes to be known as “gay lib er a tion.”)

Gen erally, ad her ents of  the Left fail to do what is nec -
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es sary to guard the dig nity of their fel low man. A
left-leaning his to rian, for in stance, would fa tal is ti cally ar -
gue that “his tory” re peats it self, while a con ser va tive like
Vol taire could ob serve cor rectly how it is in stead “man
who al ways re peats him self.” No won der left-regressives
can not learn from his tory. If his tory just “hap pens” then lit -
tle can be learned from it or done to pre vent it from hap pen -
ing again. Basing one’s de ci sions on a re vised, cor rupted or
in verted ver sion of his tory, how ever, is an other mat ter.
Some of man’s worst fol lies are com mit ted be cause of er ro -
ne ous or fal si fied in for ma tion. 

In try ing to un der stand the Nazi phe nom e non we of ten
ask our selves how a gang of mur der ing thugs could have
seized power in such a civ i lized na tion? The truth is that
Ger many dur ing the Weimar pe riod was one of the most
un civ i lized na tions in the world. Hit ler him self re ferred to
Berlin as the whore of Bab y lon. We con sis tently err in 
judg ing the ad vance ment of hu man civ i li za tions on the ba -
sis of art and tech nol ogy. The Na zis loved clas si cal mu sic,
and they were as tute  in the use of sci ence and tech nol ogy.
The ques tion we must ask about ev ery so ci ety is, to what
end is hu man cul ture is em ployed?  For left-wing
regressives, cul ture serves de struc tion and death.  For
right-wing pro gres sives, cul ture fo cuses upon life.

A pos i tive and util i tar ian at ti tude to ward ho mo sex u al -
ity, eu tha na sia and abor tion would there fore (then as now)
be a left-wing re gres sive ori en ta tion, and a typ i cal Nazi
pro file (with very spe cific con tra dic tions and qual i fi ca -
tions). It bears re peat ing that the Na zis were first and fore -
most tech no cratic, util i tar ian prag ma tists who be lieved in
the sur vival of the fit test and the so ci etal goals of phys i cal
beauty and ra cial per fec tion, Ary ans be ing the “fit test” and
most per fected, and Jews the least “fit” and least per fect.  In
truth, ra cial char ac ter is tics are ir rel e vant.  Only the mo ral ity 
of a in di vid u als and na tions can de ter mine whether they are
civ i lized or bar bar i ans -- build ers or plun der ers.
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How do ho mo sex u als fit into this pic ture? Al though
Nazi rhet o ric listed ho mo sex u als among the un fit, the Na zis 
never tar geted ho mo sex u als for de struc tion. To the con -
trary, un less the ho mo sex ual in ques tion was Jew ish, or a
po lit i cal en emy, the Nazi or ga ni za tion was of ten pro tec tive
of ho mo sex u als.  Or i ginally, the SS was founded for pre -
cisely the pur pose of pro tect ing Vi en nese ho mo sex u als.
The Na zis ac tu ally at tempted to cure ho mo sex u als at the
Goering In sti tute, al beit in many ways which proved fu tile.
(forc ing a gen der-weak fright ened male to sleep with a fe -
male pros ti tute proved in ef fec tive). “Gay” rights ac tiv ists
of ten take Nazi pro pa ganda against ho mo sex u als and re -
gur gi tate it as his tor i cal truth. Nazi and “gay” his tor i cal re -
vi sion ism, with their in ver sion of his tory and civ i lized
val ues, are one. In to day’s “gay” vic tim strat egy, the per pe -
tra tor is pos ing as the vic tim.

Fifth Columns 

In their quest for power, Nazi ho mo sex u als were no dif -
fer ent from  to day’s “gays.” Then, as now, the strat egy was
one of de cep tion, in fil tra tion and sub ver sion.  Our study of 
“gay” his tory re veals how Nazi “gays,” both his tor i cally
and to day, act as sub ver sive fifth col umns in their host com -
mu ni ties, pre par ing the way for “gay” Nazi power while
overtly and co vertly spread ing anti-“gay” pro pa ganda in an
at tempt to veil their own goals.  The Pink Swas tika doc u -
ments how top French and Brit ish Na zis were “gays” and
that Amer i can Nazi Frank Collin, who led the 1977 march
on Skokie Il li nois, was a “gay” ped er ast. So what of
so-called ‘lib erty?’”

The idea of lib erty held by mod ern lib er als is quite new.
Ac cord ing to them, lib erty con notes a rad i cal in di vid u al ism 
that re jects all so cial norms and in sti tu tions which the in di -
vid ual has not agreed to.  Sub scribers to this idea de fend the 
right of Na zis (who them selves de spise the idea of rights) to 
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march through Skokie, Il li nois, but not the right of
Skokians and their elected lead ers to main tain or der and de -
fend the dig nity of the prin ci ples and cus toms they hold
most dear. Like wise, they sup port the right of ho mo sex u als
and athe ists to in vade and de stroy the Boy Scouts.

In Nazi his tory, failed fifth col umn se di tion ac tiv i ties in
tar get na tions are re corded in the Oc to ber 12, 1937 The New 
York Times in  bold head lines read ing, “Czech Nazi Of fi cial 
Is Seized by Po lice.” The Prague dis patch quoted in the
Times re ports “a ma jor po lit i cal sen sa tion caused by the ar -
rest, un der the crim i nal code ‘deal ing with ho mo sex u al ity,’
of Hans Rutha, a high of fi cial in the coun try’s cam ou flaged
Nazi Party.” And from Oc to ber 17, 1937, fur ther head lines
read, “14 mem bers of Czech Nazi Party Held for Morals
Of fences,” iden ti fy ing Rutha, as the “‘right hand man’ of
the Nazi Party Chief,” i.e., as “gay” Ernst Roehm was to
Hit ler. On De cem ber 3, head lines re port, “Mem bers of
Youth Or ga ni za tion Face Ho mo sex ual Charges.” And on
De cem ber 10, 1937, a Times story from Prague an nounces
that “four teen Czechs, all the ac cused, had re ceived ‘sus -
pended sen tences’ af ter trial on ho mo sex ual charges” (J.
Katz:553f).

De spite such ran dom clues, the world of that day was
duped. Left-regressive, self-identified les bian, Ger trude
Stein, felt that Hit ler should have re ceived the No bel Peace
prize in 1937. Ap par ently, Brit ain’s Prime Min is ter,
Neville Cham ber lain, also thought Hit ler could be bribed to 
honor peace with the Sep tem ber 30, 1938 Mu nich agree -
ment. His pay ment was Czecho slo va kia, but “peace in our
time” only cleared the way for Hit ler’s in va sion of Po land
on Sep tem ber 1, 1939. His tory shows that mil i tant “gay”
ef forts of ten pro duce a re sult that is any thing but peace ful.
Fur ther, while in di vid ual “gays” may “come out of the
closet” for var i ous rea sons, their agenda and the truth about
the depth of their in fil tra tion of pow er ful in sti tu tions,
remans hid den.  We can also learn from the Na zis’ vic tims
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that brib ery never sat is fies ex tor tion ists. They al ways come 
back for more, which is why (in our day) de mands for
“rights” have no end.  Each ca pit u la tion of Amer i can so ci -
ety to “gay” de mands draws in creas ing de mands, which
will con tinue un til they de stroy the in sti tu tions which sup -
port so ci ety, in clud ing the ho mo sex u als them selves.

The age of AIDS has launched “gay“ ac tiv ism into full
gear. As the lib eral dogma would have it, no one is re spon -
si ble for AIDS; it just hap pens. Taking its cue from no-fault
di vorce and no-fault in sur ance, the Left has also cre ated the
con cept  of no-fault util i tar ian sex.   Brit ish oc cult ist and Sa -
tan ist, Aleister Crowley sums it up: “do what thou wilt,
shall be the whole of the law.”But “do what thou wilt” is no
law at all! Crowley’s maxim is in re al ity a ne ga tion of all
nat u ral and spir i tual law; it only pro motes chaos and a
left-wing re gres sive de scent into obliv ion and
non-existence. His maxim re flects a com plete lack of con -
cern and re spect for the dig nity of his fel low man and a con -
tempt for life.

“Gay” Sedition 

“Gay” strat e gists choose to em ploy the bi o log i cal
model of ho mo sex u al ity for the dual pur pose of de ny ing
choice and es cap ing re spon si bil ity. In call ing for re search
into a so-called “gay“ gene, their pur pose was never to cure
or rec tify, but to jus tify ho mo erotic con duct and the ho mo -
sex ual iden tity. “Gays” cor rectly rea son that if sex ual be -
hav ior is a choice, it car ries with it both re spon si bil ity and
ac count abil ity.  Their in sis tence that ho mo sex u al ity is “not
a choice” func tions to bring ever more re cruits into the
“gay” fold and keep them there by dis cour ag ing them from
seek ing change.  For many of to day’s young men, their
abil ity to choose has been hi jacked by a so phis ti cated pro -
gram of psychosexual se di tion and ma nip u la tion, largely
sus tained by the so cial weak nesses of our time. 

THE PINK SWASTIKA                               357



To limit the an i mat ing source for hu man be hav ior to the 
brain and an i mal in stinct (as many of to day’s be hav ioral
sci en tists do) is both reductionist and left-wing re gres sive.
Hu man mo tives and ac tions are, to a sig nif i cant ex tent, de -
ter mined by the vastly greater non-physical as pects of hu -
man ex is tence.  In cli na tions are non-physical, and be hav ior
causes phys i cal change.  (Planting the seed of hu man life in
the pas sage de signed for the ex pul sion of waste  not only
causes dis ease, but also ex erts a de struc tive force upon the
in di vid ual soul and on the value of all hu man life).

”Gays” have for got ten that re spon si bil ity for per sonal
con duct goes hand-in-hand with our per sonal dig nity and
au thor ity. Re al is tically, we can never dig nify some thing
which is pro foundly un dig ni fied, no mat ter how hard we
strive to. This brings us to an other se di tious el e ment of
“gay” cul ture, por nog ra phy.  Dr. Ju dith Reisman, co-author 
of Kinsey Sex & Fraud and Founder of the Wash ing ton
based In sti tute for Me dia Ed u ca tion, is an ex pert on the im -
pact of por nog ra phy on so ci ety. Dur ing a lengthy pri vate
con ver sa tion, Dr. Reisman as serted that “all por nog ra phy
pro motes ho mo sex u al ity.” I have pon dered her com ment
many times since then, and have come to see its cor rect -
ness. In her 1994 anal y sis, Kinsey, Hefner & Hay, The In -
doc tri na tion of Heterophobia in Amer i can Men & Women,
Dr. Reisman ex plains;

Prag matically, Play boy (that is, all por nog ra phy) man i -
fests a bla tant ho mo sex ual ethos. Its heterophobia is sus -
tained by an util i tar ian anal y sis of Play boy im ages and
phi los o phy. It is not too much to say, that just as the im ag -
ery of stained glass win dows and holy cards once ini ti ated, 
in structed and in doc tri nated po ten tial ad her ents in a re li -
gious faith, the di dac tic im ages in “soft” and “hard” por -
nog ra phy sim i larly ini ti ate, in struct and in doc tri nate
po ten tial be liev ers in the ten ants of its re li gion, its ho mo -
sex ual mo ral ity. Hugh Hefner took great pains to write his
own bi ble; he called it the “ Play boy  Phi los o phy.” And on
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this note, it is well ac cepted that “Al fred Kinsey...gave
Hefner the re search base for the “Play boy Phi los o -
phy.”...In fact Kinsey can prop erly be iden ti fied along
with his sup port ers and co-workers, as the one most re -
spon si ble for jus ti fy ing the kind of be hav ior which led to
AIDS, and more than Harry Hay, the real fa ther of Amer i -
can’s ho mo erotic rev o lu tion (Reisman, 1994:7f). [In re -
al ity, por nog ra phy ex presses a vi cious ha tred and
con tempt for the dig nity of all men in that it treats men as
noth ing more than an ap pend age to be ma nip u lated by the 
twist ing and ex ploi ta tion of fe male sex u al ity.]

Sons of Oedipus

Clin i cal re search con cludes that the tar get of hu man
sex ual af fec tions is not pre de ter mined at birth, but con di -
tioned by a com bi na tion of en vi ron men tal and so cio log i cal
fac tors. It would be help ful to turn back to the “Oedipus
com plex,” to pres ent a psychosexual model for the roots of
ho mo erotic at trac tion. [Oedipus was the leg end ary fig ure
who killed his fa ther and mar ried his mother.] 

Al though “gay” re search mocks and re jects the va lid ity
of this Freud ian con struct, the idea of fers help ful in sight
into the com plex struc ture and de vel op ment of the
homosexualities.  The clas sic Oedipus com plex may be de -
fined as a lust-hate de meanor to wards the mother and an ir -
rec on cil able com bi na tion of long ing and con tempt for the
fa ther.  In the words of Dr. Jo seph Nicolosi,

Ho mo sex u al ity is a de vel op men tal prob lem that is al most 
al ways the re sult of prob lems in fam ily re la tions, par tic u -
larly be tween fa ther and son. As a re sult of fail ure with
fa ther, the boy does not fully in ter nal ize male gen -
der-identity, and de vel ops ho mo sex u al ity. This is the
most com monly seen clin i cal model (Nicolosi, 1991:25).  
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An a lyst Pe ter Loewenberg in The Nazi Rev o lu tion,
Hit ler’s Dic ta tor ship and the Ger man Na tion, writes, “Boys 
who be come ho mo sex u als are of ten those who were left
alone with their moth ers and formed an in tense at tach ment
to them that was un me di ated by the fa ther’s pres ence and
pro tec tion.” 

The re gres sive pro mo tion of an an drog y nous cul ture
ad vances an equal ity in which gen der dis tinc tions, roles
and iden tity are blurred and in verted.  This leads to a loss of
healthy self-identity. Par a dox i cally, the free dom of choice
be ing of fered by lib eral left-regressive so cial the o rists to to -
day’s youth de stroys a child’s abil ity to choose. In a sim i lar
vein, rad i cal fem i nism ac tu ally de stroys fem i nin ity while
emas cu lat ing males, and so cial ism de stroys so cial jus tice.
By rob bing our chil dren of their abil ity to con duct them -
selves mor ally, to day’s left-wing regressives are groom ing
a new gen er a tion of po ten tial Na zis.

To day, while chronic ho mo erotic be hav ior is lim ited to
a small per cent age of the pop u la tion, its roots (ei ther de fi -
cien cies in psy chic gen der pat tern ing, or de vi ance ini ti ated
by adult-child sex ual abuse) may be more wide spread.
Clin i cal stud ies re veal that the sex u al iza tion of a search for
mas cu lin ity is the gen e sis of ho mo erotic at trac tion.  It fol -
lows that the cur rent gen er a tion of fa ther less youth may be
prime can di dates for ho mo sex ual re cruit ment.  And the
same amoral think ing which al lows them to con sider ho mo -
sex u al ity as a “nor mal” op tion  may also make them dan -
ger ously sus cep ti ble to the next Hit ler. It is no ac ci dent that
Hit ler and his cro nies came to power on the backs of emas -
cu lated Ger man male youth. 

Akhtar’s Meta phor -- A New Beginning

 A pri mary goal of any peo ple striv ing to main tain a civ -
i lized hu man so ci ety must be to pre pare our chil dren to be -
come re li able and loyal hus bands and wives and com pe tent
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fa thers and moth ers. There is noth ing in the world a young
man wishes to do more than to be able to love, ad mire and
re spect his fa ther.   This vi sion can only be fully re al ized in
the con text of a healthy nat u ral fam ily.

There are two pri mary ob li ga tions which the par ent has
to ward his chil dren: to in still in them a moral and healthy
sex ual con sti tu tion and to en sure they are equipped with an
hon est and pro duc tive way of pro vid ing for them selves and
their fam i lies. These two per sonal as sets en able any per son
to live life as a dig ni fied hu man be ing. The par ents’ ob li ga -
tion, there fore, is to guard the dig nity of their chil dren. Con -
versely, the Bib li cal in junc tion con tained within the
prin ci ple of the fam ily is for the chil dren to guard the dig -
nity of their par ents. If we kept this in mind, many fam i lies
could be re united and di vi sions re solved. Our chal lenge is
to re pair Amer ica’s soul be fore the body per ishes.

Dr. Salman Akhtar’s book, Bro ken Struc tures, of fers a
met a phor for heal ing the bro ken per son which is also ap pli -
ca ble to the mend ing of a na tion. Teaching a course on char -
ac ter pa thol ogy to a class of clin i cal psy chol ogy in terns, Dr. 
Akhtar was asked if a se verely dis turbed cli ent could ever
be so com pletely healed by psy cho ther apy that he would be
in dis tin guish able from a per son who had al ways been
well-adjusted. From the book Bro ken Struc tures in which
Dr. Akhtar tells “The Par a ble of Two Flower Vases,” I will
con clude with his words:

I thought for a mo ment. Then, prompted by an in ner
voice, I spon ta ne ously came up with the fol low ing an -
swer. Well, let us sup pose that there are two flower vases
made of fine china. Both are in tri cately carved and of
com pa ra ble value, el e gance, and beauty. Then a wind
blows and one of them falls from its stand, and is bro ken
into pieces. An ex pert from a dis tant land is called. Pains -
tak ingly, step by step, the ex pert glues the pieces back to -
gether. Soon the bro ken vase is in tact again, can hold
wa ter with out leak ing, is un blem ished to all who see it.

THE PINK SWASTIKA                               361



Yet this vase is now dif fer ent from the other one. The lines 
along which it had bro ken, a sub tle re minder of yes ter day,
will al ways re main dis cern ible to an ex pe ri enced eye.
How ever, it will have a cer tain wis dom since it knows
some thing that the vase that has never been bro ken does
not: it knows what it is to break and what it is to come to -
gether . 

Kevin E. Abrams
No vem ber 14, 1997
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